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phane Hiſtory; the Criciciſin of this or that Larin worg 
, & and the like : which though by accident, and by way * 
; A concomitance, they may be of confi derable Veothen 
& _—_ with, or relating to ſome other matcer of mo- 
of & men; yet in themſelves have litcle value, becauſe lir- 
Ir tleuſe. Others have os cheir thonghts in acquiring 
or & ef knowledge in ſome ſpecial piece of Nature, the': 
brick of the Eye; che progreſſton. of generation in an 
2n- 8 E885 therelation and proportion of Numbers, Weights, 
ad & Lines; .the generation of: Metals: and theſe-as' they 
ni- & have a relative conſideration to diſcover and fer. forth. 
at = the Wiſdom of the great Creator , or to publick uſe, * 
Z have great worth jn them 3 but in themſelves, though 


at wait chisexcelience of Truth in then, and conſe- | 

NC query yin _ kind feed and give alight to >the Under- - G 
he which is a power that is naturally ordained > 
21] © unco, and greedy of, and delighted in Truth, thou a of - 


his © 2 1ow or inferiour conſtitution ; yet they are not 

of © eminence and worth co rd « ſome. other, . either L 

N- higher, or more: uſeful, or urable nature. SW | IF 

1n-Y As oncec Saviour, in oor of of things to bedane; * = 
.& pronounced One thin effary, Lakg 10. 42, So _— 

of "he Apoſtle -fqpny Me wb maoy things ings THe 2 are ok be” "2 

n WM known; 


Wy lame One —_ neceſlary tobe” 3 
hat known, Ciiſt Jeſus and him Cropited 79. 


1 
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| E 
of orher things, otherwiſe excellent, uſeful la pas eee 


0 of Chrift. And this requires, 


eats bur excels all knowledge in ſome, and thoſe of 
Bows '4 ts emi of ; it. Moſt other | Aemblere 2 


oy Ingo tg at want ron Les 


A may zad infer tar knowlodes: 


Lawspn CoD 
SES Nature and a Sl and ch not condem-» 


dei Far þ Donna Tas, ad | 
reach biw. Bur we muſt determine to = 


i/du of that ather knowledge of Chri 
counted what things were as -. be > 
* Phil 4 7. ee (eons Bas Boe 


the know- 


led fbf ok OT ofthe Pale sf theo 
cage o :j7 Teſs ec n0wleage con - my nnd? 
_ TDI ET er 
inour ents, and deli 
eration of the knowledge of. Chriſt 'above other 
knowledgesexcells moſtknowledge inall the enſuing per” 


hy: to be bur folly and vile in compariſon 


ii Gi; 2s he take in þ er Se od 


Khatof £5 in jr, yet when WE Come tO. 
A os k wal 

or na or to make Bs; 
ratiocinations, and CE Cn from them, then we - 
fail, 291 hence grew the oy a berween Tlophers 
| ofophers. 
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But in mo « fn yr —rr' we bane preare 
eoraing thancan be in any of -all other . 
wa ges. 1. A —_—_ I wo reception 
millions, before he:came, that the Meſfes was to 
5 Th fret =o na pF __w ; come, 
"RN es, Evan an ciples, were 
(choſen to be Wicneſles of Chriſt's Miracles, 
, Suffering, and Reſurrection. 3. The Mira- 
A Rs that are witneſſed -to-us, by a:greater con- 
ſent of reſlimony, than any one part of any Hiſtory of 
thac | ASIEnRy. 4 The Purity, SanRtity, and Juſtneſs 
:o 8 of-hisDadrine,' which was never attained unto in the 
3 0 £<aching of the Cops, nor ever any could, in the 
[ or blame. 5. The Prophecies, 
kile moſt hog re the Apoſtlea more certain evidence, 
the very Viſica of his pn 7 cy and 2 Voice 
from Heaven, 2 Pet, 1. 19, fo in truth isa more 
meac than any is3 for it is not capable 
of any fraud or im - 6. The wonderful prevail- 
ing thac the kyowledge of * "OY had upon the Worl 
and. 
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err ; 5 . : 
ſora 11-4 The Creations TheFallz" 
| JRILE ofthe few, hes 
: e ic '2SarifaQion? for Sin if pardoned; 
The Thom Sacrifice; The: Prophecies: The Ke 
-jebtion of zhe Jews ; The Calling of the Gentiles; 
i of the Gaipel- ro. hEnEE diſcovered 
odd laccefirvely.as diſcovered "that's 
bros being madeof all-theſe and other Condderatic 
it willappear that the Do&trineof-Chriſt Jeſus, and Hin 
.crucifed;>is that which'makes the diſpenfation of: God 
pas» nd Childrenofi/Men to be all of a piece, and b 
one thimgin-drder co anocher; "and Chriſt che Mediator, 
42 whotn Godhath gathered her al n-ONe 
-Epbeſe 1. 1046 ps it's: he ſtem; Body, Fabrick, 
'8. - Beſides the undeniable ecies, there:bears Wit- 
nels rothis Truth; che ſecrerpowerful-Wirnels of 'the 
Spiric-of God; convincing 'the/Soul .of ;/the "Truth 0 
Chriſt, beyond all.che Moral perſwafions with& World, 
beyond the conviction of demonſtration,'ro believe, co 
pion UPON, TO aſſert i it, even unto the loſs of lite and all 
ings. Jas) 
;\-2, ASin theverralny; (056: nul Phainueſs u_u Eafnef 
of the Trath, | The moſt: excellent Subjects of -oth&r 
knowledge haye long windings; before a Man can eome 
at therg3*and/are 'of that difficulty and-abſtruſeneſs, 
tharas every brain is nor fit to undertake theacquiring 
of it, 10. mach* pains; labour, | Tm at " 
afhiduity is: required | in the beſt of Judgments; -to attain 
|  " but acompetent meaſure of it: Wirneſs the'(tudies-of 
 Arichmetick;*Geometry,' Na ural- Philoſophy;-Mera- 
| ©: 0K &c. wher Ein 8reat yore hach been caken to 
bots = on 


| arte not 
= 
tefsirrwereſomew 


him; \ may heve Abra ti fs and 1 wil raiſe him yy» or 


$::As in the Certainty. and PlainneGs, ſ0/5n the Sub- 
Ph and: Laftinaſs of the Subjeft, And hence it is that 
HMetaplyſicks 38 reckoned the moſt noble knowledge, be- 
.cauſe converſane' with and abour the nobleſt Sabjec,; - 
Subſtarce confidered ”m abſcralto from Corporeity, 2 and: par- 
adherents falling under other Sciences. © But the 
of this knowledge of the higheſt conſiderati- 
| on, | - weatnng $ The DAY of his ds 
_ © touching F 


.yety. Angels 


I Pat. 1,13, | 
us « uniod wil Som of - | 
, POOT in Chr OTOL TRA TH TIA 
As the-raatters arew high, and ſablin 
ft are of moſt ſingular Uſe to he known." There be. 
many pieces of Learning in wy Worges that are.conver-, 
lax ebourigh abjecs R__— ural 
Oy, Gere - 1 eg. p 
_ icks ; the abſtruſer parts of rhe Mayne 
ar@ndt. inorder toPraftice-; But. as i© 
the koonlenge bf the SubjeR is-unac 
canty, it were { 
no-farther.z and. when it is Why, 
ng-more 64 it. Whereas wany-.1 
' awinferiour nature armona nA ; 


as Praclica 
| piy, Pole) bur thea they: Av 


Egvemec ience, Cheerfut. 
a of my iT to' be WA "other hand 
favour from gras ol 

and -Icantive upon 


thal{ be delivered 3 - fo my 
, the Peace of "Gol aitd-nr avi Conſblenes, by 

the Bloodaf Chrift be ſafe. -AnrÞin Wealth; Honour; 
Twth -Greamefs; Eſteemin the World®. This know- 


e reacheth me og, we Levrapsnom whom I 


to whom-l hb er aC+ 
>, er nowin 
ſome moore apy 


I am 1o cempration frofÞlwi | 

mark for ay halting, ind frown ranch; by a de-. 

t: And inll ic teacheth'me nor. to over- 

rae i, nor to valne my felf the more by.ir or for ir ; 
Chriſt Jeſus preſents me wich. 


makes a is thi 
e fer onde in reference 
 there- 
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Mey, fd Ez Comput, to' icy; 1 iberali 
ro fe Co ongs: yr by wr 
0 road the” enjpying. of the; a right aſe of thy 
G World, 30d yr -a-contemipt of. its. in coprlon 
my hope; It makes death nortertible; becauſe a mt ol 


fure paſſage roTife : {Here I find 2 way to altr 
finspartioned,* wheres withour this; "21 the get can: 
ets aarlacion fr one ag 2orle way ito 


EEE And Je 1tind, the -Means , 2nd-c only 


means, 'to avoid the wrath to come, the terrour of the 
iof the great day everlaſting life unto-al 
Eternity, with: che Blefled God, and -our* Lord Jefus 
Toſt ame pee: Th ap ee 
{men 
\for:this life, mee which ococome > whey ir 
higheſt degree'z Which all other onda 
=" and attains ne co an one cite of theſe 
6 - 5 
"$.; in the Duration and Continnance *, 'Man fub- 
jets of knowledge-there are; w wu by riwe o ad 
1 by death; the knowledge proves unuſeful, 


leaſt, the labour therein unprofitable and loſt. For ins | 


Nance, I tudy to be very cxat: —_— 


the. mixcures or - conjunRions - of qualities,” elements, 


and a thouſand- res mu" What ufe- will this be: 
when the World with the works thereof, ſhall beburac: 
a Or if it ſhould not, what great : — 
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off Chrift Cracified, 4 1 


Man; and the rhaking of it the more. effe&tual : The 
.of- a-fevere and yet moſt juſt Law, which was | 
coin i os AR who lbs 
Moe 3 Our 1nabD111ty tO what was in 
.. thews us the neceſfity of Saviour, 
| hin, and makes this City of Refuge''grate- 
-azceprable; and makes = ſet a vale; Rp apon thar 
Mercy; which'ſo opportunely and merci Ree Racks 
a:Sacrifice for-us in-the Blood of Chriſt 5 Righ- 
reouſneſs foros in the Merits of Chriſt 5 anda Me- 
diator -for-us in the Incercefſion of. Chriſt: 'And by 
this neans-alſo all thoſe Sacrifices, and Ceremonies; 
and Obſervations enjoyned in the Levitical Law, which 
carried notiin themſelves a clear reaſon of their" Inſti- 
eution, 'are now:by.che ſending /of Chriſt: rendred' fig- 
nificant-'54./The: Wiſdom-of God is magnified:and 
advanced in' this, in I 'Prophecierof che 
fending the Mefſias to farisfie for the fins of Mankind; 
againſt all rhe oppoſitions and | cafualties . and/contin- 
gencies, that without an over-ruling wiſdom and: gui- 


dance might have diſappointed ir : And this done, in- + - 


2 cbac Perfection, 'that nor one Circumſtance ef Time, 
© Place, Perfan, Concomirants ſhould or did fail in it: and 
a fo bearing wirneſs ro the infinice Trurb, Poxer, and 
Tis 7/aomr of God inbringing abour his Counſels in their 
on. perfection,-rouching/ this great: buſine(s of the Re- 
demption of Man, which was the very end why'-He . 
. was rected and placed upon the earth; and /managing 
12- Mehevitlany of- Men, -and the crafrand malice of Saran, 
has! cobringbour that Sogn blefling that was: or :ebuld 
>< provided for nd,beſides, and above, and againſt 
heintention of the Inſtrument. A#- 2. 2 3. Him bei 
zelivered by the determinate comnſel' and forekno dee 
a, on have taken, and by withed hands have crnti - 
| *6. The anſearchable Wiſdom of G 
Hoſted. 1n-thart he provided 2p a Mediator: t6s- 
was 
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52 - Of the: Knowledge 


was fic es now Shed wm -_y ped conſakl] 

that God muſt ſu le ;' and:ha 

alf the Warld _—_ any dm, rpc the 

in the World (h ki have boen a faivf Qory Sacrifi 

for-any one Sin, it had been deficient. Here's cheachd | 

wonderful Counſel irq" high God: the Sacri f 

Men fl be copy Ke or ects he Mg 
n E conjoyned in one Perſon ; that fo as 

"e might becomea Sacrifice for Sinz and as God, ro. 
he mighe give a value co the Sacrifice. And this'is thei 
at :Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted wy the | 


2. The wongerſul Love of God 10 Mankind, 3. In 
chinking upon poor finful creatures, to contrive a way 
for a pardon for us, a reſcuing us from that Curie 
Which we had juſtly deſerved. 2. Thinking of us fog 
| our Jn when we fought it not, thought not of -it 
| es hea we were enemies againſt God, and againf 
yery 


Being. 4. Thinking of us not only for 
Pardon,: but to provide for us a ſtateof Glory and 
Bleſſedneſs, 5. When that was not to be obtained 
faviog his Truth and Juſtice, without a miraculous Ms | 
diator, conſifting of the Divine and Humane Nats 
united i in one Perſon, uv the perſon of ye Ce 
Chit; here was Love and Goodneſs of 
| pw >a that ever was, or ever. {hall = "rage of, 
ſufficient to conquer our hearts into admiracionand 
aſtoniſhment. But yer it refts not here. As Ged) 
loved. the World, that he gave kis ' only begotten Son, ti 
wheſeever. believeth in hin, ſhould not ou. but Fun bers 
laſting life: 7ohn. 3. 16, :S0 the ol otten Son 0 
God was. not behind in-this _ Love. 'N 
ſooner (as we may with reverence fay ) - was-t 
Counſel of the Father propounded for the fendiog: 
his Son, buc-preſently the Son ſaith, Zo, I come, PE 
43. 7: Heb. 10. 7. 1 Andnow we will conſider 


JC 
WL 


of Chrift Crucifed. 2 


red! what terms he muſt come;/:6r-elfe che Redemption ot 


ankind muſt dye for-ever:''1;'He muſtcome 
Ankita of tis Glory, of bis perforal Myc? 
a take our Naure, yet without 1inz he'-muſt go 
hrough che! natural infirmities'of infancy and: child- 
Hood. : 2. And; not only muſt he undergothis abafe- 
ISnenc, bur he-muſt undergo-theicondicion-of a mean, 
; low birth, born of a.-poor Virgin, in a Stable,” laid 
n a Manger, under the reputation of a: ntet's 
Son. 3+ And/nort only -thus;,' but, as:ſoon' as he is 


\ chefÞorn, maſt uſe the care of his Magher to ſhife {or his 


way andergo the form of a 


ife away to Zpypt, to prevent the jealouſic and futyof 
ered, 4. And when yore up to youth, he muſt 
Servant, become- a-poor Car- 


*Spenter to work for his living, without any patri- 
Snony, or. ſo- much as a Houſe to cover hin 5; He 
'i8Fomes abroad into the World ro-exerciſe che Miniſtry; 
inffSnd the Prologue of his own Tragedy 3 ſtill poor; de- 
a4Wpiſed of his own Countreymen, and of thoſe that were 


of repuration for Learning and Piety, fcandalized uridet 
he name of an Impoſtor, a Winebibber , 2 friead ro 


7 5 Publicars and Sinners; a worker by the Devil, mad 


nd poſſeſſed wich a Devil: Theſe and the like wetrs 
is entertainments in the World ; and, which is more, 
aceſiWfren-put to ſhife for his life ;/ and in ſur, what the 
-ofProphet predited concerning him fulfilled co the uc- 
andVermoſt : 1/a. 53. 3. Deſpiſed and rejefted of men, aman 
of ſorroms and. acquainted with griefs. and all this to be- 
al the Eternal Son of God under the vail of our' fleſh ! 
And all this volamarily undertaken; and cheerfully 
o@ndergone', even for the ſake of his Enemies and 
agFoſe very people from whom he received theſe indig- 
ities. ©. /, 
_ THE, But all theſe were but fmall velitations, and con- 
its preparatory. to che main'Battel. We therefore 
ome t0 the: third Confederation-: "I'm Jeſus and him 
| ; 2 Cruci- 


oe” Of rhe:Kitonledger | 
| Crcifieds #here is the/account of the Text : As Chriſt 
(us is the moſt worthy :Subject of all knowledge, fo | 
Ariſt:feſus:under this Confideration,-as Crucihed,'is 3 
that: whicl-is the fulleft:ob wonder, admiration, love: ® 
Andithereforeletusnowitake a ſurvey: of Chriſt Jeſus | 
_ Crucified; asthatisthehigheſt-manifeſtation of his love, © 
ſoit is theeye, [the life-of the Text; Chriſt above all F} 
other knowledge, and Chriſt Crucified above all other 
knowledgeof Chriſt; :-5;6 SEXES] : 
-- And. now/a Manupon- the” firſt view would thick | 
this kind'of -knowJedpe; ſo much here valued, were a * 
ſtrange kind of knowledge, and the prelatioh of this 
knowledge a ſtrange miſtake in the Apoſtle. 1. Crwci- | 
fed ; Death. is the corruption of Nature « And ſuch a} 
kind of Death by-Cruciftxion, the worſt, the vileſt of 
Deaths, wo in it- the puniftment of the loweſt 
condition of men, :and-for the worſt of offences 5 
and yet,-that Death and ſuch a Death ſhould be the 
ambition; of an Apoſtle's knowledge, is wonderful. 
2. Ehriſt-Crucified Carries in it a ſeeming excels of 
1mcongtuity 3 that he, that was the Eternal Son of God, 
ſhould take upon him our Nature, and in that Nature 
anointed and conſecrared by the Father, full of inno- 
cence, Purity, Goodneſs, ſhould die, and that by ſuch 
a death, and fo unjuſtly : Could this be a ſubject, or 
matter af knowledge ſo delireable, as to be preferred 
before all-other knowledge ? which ſhould rather ſeem 
te be amatter of {ſo much horrour, ſo much indigna- 
tion.: that a man might think ic rather fic to be forgot- 
ten, than to be affected to be known. 3. 7eſ#s Cruci- 
| fied. A-Saviour and yet to be Crucified ; it ſeems to 
blaſt the expectation of Salvation : when rhe Captain 
of ic muſt die, be {lain, be crucified ; it carries in it 
a kind of victory of Death- and Hell over our Salva- 
tion, when che inſtrument thereof muſt ſuffer Dea 
and ſuch a Death. Wheathe birth .of Chriſt many 
a Ih Claim 
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oſt Particulars *: Who, tr was that 1 eD 


God and Man' united in one Perfon ; his 
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aimed, indeed 3 it was matter'bf* oy, and Wort the 
clings, þ of Angels : k yy, wk F. 
this day a a Savioar, which: Fra rift the Lark «": 
the death of that Saviour be athing'd| ira be 
known 2 The Birth of Chnift eo ro 0 BESR ri | 
Sun, 'that, ſcatrered fight, reg 
Nations : but can'the ſerlin the Sun in CN Boks 2 
ctoad as the Croſs, be the oiceſt piece of nd Ak 
of him? which ſeems as it weje'to bt int] 

our hopes 3 'and' puts us as it were.apan" the” exp0- 
ftulation of the' diſmay'd Diſtiples,/ Mn 1.21; 
Bat we rrofted. it had been he whic ſhould batt redeemed 
Tfracl. 
Fe. for aMtthis, \his knowl edpe of Chriſt Jeſus Cf: 
cified will appear co bethe moſt extellent, comforzal le, 
uſefyl fk edge v, the” world, if we fi j litiet 


What he Rifforen. 2 3: Fron hom. © © | 
ſuffered. 5, For! OT ES Ted. 74 
w e. onve:- $ 1d 

F What air the Freie 26d Bibs that 
char ſuffering. Alt theſe "hafilbrar rapt 
op in this one e fabjectz Chtift” Jeſas and Him' cractt> 


© 1, Who it was that thus ſaffereZ&*It'w3s ſt 6- 
fus\the Erernal .S6n of C frets i oe nl 


giving him-a Capacity of ſuffering” and bis 
giving a Value to that. ſuffering; and.each Nature ur 
ted in one Perfon:towake acomprd teat Redeemer ;; 
he TIiht har heneth every The 
Mts 3. 15. t that eth every IN 
corneth into the world; obs 1. 9. fs tou a ts 
Divine. Nature, God over all bleſſed far ever ; 
And as tbuching his Humne Natore, fullof GS this | 
uf ruth 3: Fob 1: 14. Ry in'both the belovei Son 
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from is Binh, yet R424 eng Fee 


Scribes, fot, ing of cu Saviour » was 
n two da i Neha e Paſſover, Aatth, 2.6.2. Hark, 
., . And this was the firſt tep'ro Mount Calvary : 
;bileſs it was no (inal addition to ur Saviour's 
"that it was hatched in che Councelof the chief 
neſts ws tibes, het mage vitble Church, 
he Hus :ndmen of che Vineyard: Matth. 21. 33. But 
| ld s ls as the viſible Church of the fews is the 
i where e this 'Council. is formed-; So 7«das a 
| wc * vilible Church of Chriſt, ONEC- of rs 
is the Inftrumentto cf ic; Math, 2.6. 14, 
» cont ts with them for Thirty; pieces of Silver, to 
bes 7 ſter ugro them: And ſurely chis cauld nor 
oofe bat be. a great grief tq our Saviour, chat,one of 
his (elect. F »olties ſhould turn. Apoſtate, and thereby 


| broupht'2 bietr l x ig 


Don. the the 'Paflover.. ces the 
day es ih of ky Bread, our Saviour 
wy, ® » . eep t 


Dil te rogerher | 1n {eraſer 
ere the two ls of our Saviours Pale. 
that of the Paſſover inſtituted by God, and 
te 17 5 tl out, of Egypt; and the Bread and 
| Sapper inſticuted by our Saviour,to { 
- of the former: and each did.queſtipnle 
rake on oretbon upon our Tragan 1Q-which 
ici ated his Wan 5 and lively repreſented eo 
and. pourin out os; 200g an 
fea ſuddenly to doubt! 
begaty 4. 4 treat miezly of W, apionr s: Paſſion, 
BEE Wow ſry on h chat waa 
he. mm ly undergo. . From t 
Taper cd 20 ctr fs D co the Moone of Olves, and 
Diſciples Hoy: a ſpeedy and ks" 
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Tull parting they muſt haye: the'S! d i570 be ini 
ten that pe and heyy to Shepherd © and as he 
foreſaw faders treachery, (0 he foreſees Perer's infirmj;? 


ry ; the Storm ſhould be. 'f violent, that Peter himfelf; 
the reſolareft Apoſtle, hal deny his Maſter {ar tight, 


and deny him thrice: And ſurely the foreſight of the 
Uitraion thar ſhouldibefall his poor Diſciples, conl 
not chooſe bur add much to their tender. s aft 
<ction," Hatth, 26, 31, Al ye ſhall be offended becauſe 
me this night. 
And now let us follow our Bleſſed Lotd from 
Mount of Olives into the Garden, ca a .by the Apd ( 
ſtles Gerbſemane, with the affections of love and wok 
der, in ſome meaſyre becoming ſuch an entertain cr 
of our thoughts. "The time that he' choſe for this re 
firement was the dead time of the night 3, ph oft 

4 4j rc way Foarribute to the Rr 'of fag 

which the pre-apprehenfion 0 

ſion, mult needs pos i] Non pla $0: ent Pe 


bg 


Tolicary retired Garden, Where nothing og ;, Ne 
could interrupt, or divert the intentfvencls ot his (or 
row and.fear : And” to make both the time and 

the more opportune for his Agony, heleaves the 1 elt &f 
his Diſciples, and rakes. with him only' Peter and the 
rwo 200k of  Zebtdee, Marth. 16. 37. Andro theſe h e 
imparts 4 beginaiggol his ſorzow, that hey migh 

& 


be witn it,* Marth, 26. 37. MM Sol is exc -edent 
ſorrowful, even unto death; bur ve er commands their. dy 
Rarice, werſe 38. Tarr) "% here and wacy yu me, and 
he went: x little farther, © Warch with me + confi 
fion - of '/his Soul was fo > feat, that y.Son.c 
God diſtrufts his own [ humane? abilicy t TIP, it 
and yer hisſubmiſion to this. terrible. conflict [ was} 
* fo willing, that he leaves them rhit Ns "bad ae 
to watch with him, He went a lit oa farther, _ "The 
three Diſtipks had-doubtleſs' a ſyuſpathy : - _ 
Por YORI: | aſters 


ry 
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SR de WA of God ſo ders 


It, tha oo ief_muſt not 
| Bo: aking,, no printing was the > 
I exo Maſter. Diſciples 
; And thus every cixcyrntance rn 
fons , como 0 WE {ad arid folj 
pot ter re 200A black confli And 
ty-God puts his Son to - 
rden the our ur oro, {4 $3 » 4+ mi. 
pr tim, the lg he of. your and 
5 oe op, at ic k 30d lack clo ud be- 
the darts into 
dand ſharp org df his wrath ; 
[with one: waye after another ; 
&quiſice pre apprehenſions of 
hook ſeyere(ufferings he* \ the next day-tq 
gins 19, make his Soul 2 Offering for in 
IcIg gens: his, = hn roy, 7, confulion, and aſtoniſhmenr 
taco; the ſam, the mighty God, the 
20. © ee of all fleſh, who'knows the way 
4+ ow to fill Apr fad 


a $; 


ent and moron, 
of time: 5ſt Fr nge. ind ecliple the mark 
4 : con 7; t with ; ſect tande Jr £O, 


throw. into him” as; and enſions of 
£7, Son oe WE Dn 
plijoryicted NNE TH T3 S 
ene of i Grow, Frag *and ung it, unto theut- 
$ Srief and ſorrow and eovaton of 
"and as muchas th 


\n now At M UE. the Arm 

Sod as brjng We f his only. Son's Nw $3- 
[6 And certainly cheextremiry of this agony within, 
wlh needs be very great, If we conſider the ſtrange 
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"from. 5d "which & halt” 65,” dec te ok 
<foves thee, theterrible, un ſapportable Fading 
from me. . And this was : riot one fingle r 


3% \ 
2JI97D3 


%” 


_ Cri C racifad. 59 


elcrhrice erepened reiterate, and that with more carneſt- 
(3 ak, 14+ 38 41d again he went away, and proged, 
a hk the perl Luke 22. 44. Aud being. in as 
he prayed mere ora. Cecainly, that upjeey 
00 u his Soul, that cauſed hy, te deprecate chat 
7 he SI: todeprecate it ſo  otet ſo ear- 
eli y, muſt __ ſorrow and apprehenfion of 2 


extrem 
TN of hi hs rp an ow arg, Suſan O of Sou, ti 
ture 
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c tear 2.2, TT, 
. ming ene, on mare Abs and yh, 2a =P ih 
R ble IA of. Blood alling dans. to. the, grann, 
bs his. third Addrels to Ns Father, March. 26. 
And here was the higheſt pirch of our Savioyr's 
rt ;arden- His Soul was in\an 2ZonÞe Ll 
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Fed fraging and 
uch an Se ton hi 
weeneer before or ſince. 


| for fo it appears, 7oh» oy 18.” i The ER h 

had made's 2 fire of coals, kt, was cold: ani 

the a bogs of the time was cold; as near" as." fe 

 miyguels, abour midnight, "whit the un was at hi 

echteſt diſtance ando m his LY 
nerpoficion -of the Earth : for it they 

«Rt anchors and Forches-when they apprehended 

1m, Jobs 18. 3,” And he ' was btonght .to the hgh 

Heſt's Hall,” TRE diore Cock-crowing, after fome 

had been ſpent this Examination, in pr 26. ,6y, 


for ror ths Examin y and perttitbaci/ 
enofor So bars Sod Soul, that in roy cold ſeaſon it, puts 
body in 2 ſorear; a ſwear of blood , great drops o 
| drops of blood falling down. to the round 
rj > oth confi& within, that's 
ſh and un-heard of” Pn 


ehakaly che Rormn th 
very. terrible, tht his blood the et' 
rits coule no lohiger abide the enſ £ 
ont ir 5 fweat of blood, and fuch Fr Rl that we 
more than conſiſtent with the ordinary confſticution's 
Hurhane Nature: And:quring this time, even from tlie 
eatitig-of” rhe pafſover; hell & this: third addreſs 'to*h 
Pa was over, the ſuffering of our Saviour lay prin 
cipally, if nor only, in his Soul: * Almighty God was 
kong of his fpirit,” and niakmg his Soul 'an offer- 
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ing for fin: And though the diſtin&t, and clear mayer: 


poſer this bruiſmg of : env! Saviewr"s Sex: cannot be a 


ended by us3.-yet{urely thus much we may conclude 


y concerning it: 1. He was maae: ſorifor: as, that: yew. 


ion =o ar; 2'Cor. 5. 21. He ſtood underthe. impurati 
thaYof all our fins; and though he were perſonally innocent, 
ani yet [judicially and by way of interpretation, . he was 
' FS the offender that ever was; for: the Lord laid 

Ll apon him the iniquity of us all, I(a.53. 6. 2. And 


38 conſequently he was under the impuration of all/ the 


guilr'of all thoſe fins, and ſtands ; in relation unto 
God, the righteous Judg, under the .yery ſame ob- 
ligation to whatſoever puniſhment the very perſoas 
of the:offenders were , unto the uttermeſt of thar 
conſiſtency that it had with the unſeparable union 
unto-the Father: And this obligation.untothe puniſh- 
ment conld not chooſe bar work. the ſame effects in 
our Saviour, as it muſt do in the {inner { deſperation 
and fin-excepted; ) ro wit, a ſad apprehenſtonof the 
wrath of God againſt him. The puricy and juſtice of 
God;” which hath nothing © that ic hates but ſin, muſt 
purſue ſin, whereever it find it: And as when it finds 
{1n:perſonally in a Man, the. wrath of God will abide 
chere ſo lcng .as fin abides there; ſo when it finds 
the ſame fin aſſumed by our Lord, and bound as ic were 
cohim, as the wood wasto //aac, when he was laid upon 
the Alcar, the wrath of God cculd nor chooſe but be 
apprehended as incumbent upon him, [till chat fin chat 
by.impuration lay upon him were diſcharged. For as our: 
d was pleaſed to be ourRepreſentative in bearing our 
fins; and to ſtand inour ſtead, ſoall theſe affections and 
motions of his Soul did bear the ſame conformity, as if 
acted by us : As he pur on the perſon of the finner, ſo he 
- Puts on the ſame ſorrow, the ſameſhame, the ſame fear,; 
the ſame trembling,uader the apprehenſion of the 
of his Father, that we muſt have done: And ſo as an 
; impuced 
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umpured- ſin. drew with it the obligation. unto. puaith- 
' ſa it did; by neceſlaty conſequence, niGelabo Sor 

| ecntalions and ſiorresin the Soul of Ghrilh, as it would He 
have done in the perſon of the ſimmer, finonly excepred Mr: 
3--In this Garden, as he ſtandshderchefin, and guilt of 
our-nature r_ _ ; war ai my _— our nature 
tawit, 2 0 th; and Of | UndErgoung thy 
-wrath of God for that fin whoſe: Puniſhment he bath 
aadertakenfor us: the former, the diſſolution of hig 
Body and Soul by 2a moſt accurfed death; and the latter 
= ffering of his Soxl ;, and this /etter he is now under, 

is pleaſed ro inflict upon him all the manifeſtations 
of his wrath, -and: to fling into his Soul the ſharpeſt 
and ſevereſt repreſentation of his difpleaſure rhat might 
poſſibly befalhim.under that bare imputed guilt, con- 
ſidering the dignity of his Perſon. And ſurely this was 
more tetrible to our Saviour than all his corporal ſuffe- 
. rings were: underall thoſe not one word, no perturbati- 
on at all, but ara ſteep before bis ſhearers is aumb, ſo he 
epered not his month : But the ſenſe of the diſpkaſure of 
his Father, and the imprefions that he makes upon his 
Soul, thoſe he cannot bear withour ſorrow, evenunto 
death, without moſt importune addreſſes to be delivered 
from them, and moft ſtrange concuſſion ang agony upon. 
his Soul 2nd Body, under the fenſe of them. And rhe 
attnal manifeſtation of the wrath of God npen his San Con- 
fitted in theſe rwo things principally. _ 

- I. Filling the Soul with ſtrange and violent fears and 
terrors, taſomnch chat he was. in an amazement and 
conſternation of the ſpirit z the Paſſion-Pfalm renders. 
it P/al. 22. 14. M22 heart is like wax, it is melted in the midſt 
of wy Bomels | The God of the Spirits of all fleſh, that 
knows how to grind and bruiſethe fpirir, did bruiſe and 
melt his Soul within him with terrors, fears, and ſad pre- 
apprehenſions'of worſe to follow. | 
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>. witebewing, by hafty and Givife des 
the ligt 'of the; 


ed cole may as om i ut 9 very 
| —__ ————— 
x extremirys he goes agen ok mo nes 
F yon y, a'{weat of blood; yer no, ir:can+ 
eto and s was 2 terrible condition, thar the hi 
8 Wot rhe countenance-of the Father is removed fron hi 
MSon,: his only Son; in-whom he was well pleaſed, his 
er. MSc Soawhom he had heard always And when he comes 
wi th we __ pra mm _ can be, 
greateſt revenge, with the greateſt importu- 
once; and again, and a third time 3 and thar, 
apt wathan with fears, and covered without with 
Blood; 'and yet no-anſ{wery bur all light, and acceſs 
with favourintercepred, withnoching but nr 
filence. way 1 bes er terrid Cp pereny thus i 
was with our Saviour Chriſt z the light © 
of God, like the Sun in an Eclipſe, from the very —_ 
ſicution of the Sacrament, began to be covered one de- 
afrec another z and inthe third addrefs to the Fa« 
in che Garden, it was evenquite gone: Buratthat 
KY greac hour, when 'our Saviour cried, #»y God, my God, 
why. haſt thou for[aken me ? then borh Lights, that grea- 
© ter Light of the favour of God to his only Son, toge- 
ther with che Light ofthe Sun, ſeemed to be under a 
totalEclipfe; and rhis was that which = p67 the Soul 
of-our Saviour, and made it an Offering for Sin z and 
Ws was char which wrung drops of Blood from our $a- 
# I viour's Body, before: the Thorns, or Whips, or.the 
2t Wl Nails, or the Spear had torn his veins. 
d I 'Andnow aſter thisthird application Rioeyfor a deliverance 
- | fom'the terrible of the wrath of God, and yetns 
diſpeaſaticn obtained, he returns tohis miſerable Com 
vers, the three Diſciples; and he finds thein a' third. 
timg 
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time aſleep : Theſe hens Diligles wereidhceth 
wie of  ojos EEE riariog 
inthe Mo Mount, -and in an ec F joy and-fes _ g 
— x pry ande 

3 agony and Prear of blood 3; _— now oa 
ſtafie of forrow they are not able tor wa ieh-thei 
Lord one-hour. , Our Saviour calls:them; but:w 
they were ſcarce awakened,chey are rouzed by a once 
alarm, Matth. 26. 47. ' Whiles he yet \ſpake, Judas, « 
of the: twelve came, and with him” a great multitude; 
with ſwords and ftaves from the High Prieſts, John 1&3 
with Lanthorns and Torches : And though this was little e 
in compariſon of the ſtorm that -was.in our Saviour! 
Soul ; yer ſuch an appearance: -at ſuch a time:of thi 
night, and to a perion under {uch-:a fad condition 
could-not but be terrible to fleſh and blood ; [Eſpecially 
if we conſider the Circumſtances that 2ttend it. .x-:An 

Apoſtle, one of the twelve,. he iris: that conducts this 
black Guard , Matt: 25.47. ' Whomſeever: I ſhall kiſh 
that ſame is he, hold bim faft ; one' that. had been wit 
ne(s of all his Miracles, heard all his Divine Sermong 
acquainted with all his retirements; he, whoſe _— 
Maſter with - tove -and tenderneſs had ' waſhed; whe 
within:a few hours before had ſapped -wich him ,/ at 
that -Supper of Solemnity and Love, the Paſſover 
this is he that is in the head of this Crew : certain| 


this had in ic an aggravation of ſorrow. to: our Ble 
un_—_ to be betrayed bya Diſciple, 2. The mans 


it, he betrays him by a kiſs; anemblem of ho# 


naps =—_ love is made uſe of to be the ſignal of. ſcorn 


contempt, as wellas treachery and villany. 3. As 


gain, the carriaze of his Diſciples, full - of raihuels 
and-yer of cowardize; they- ſtrike a Servant of -the 
High Prieſt, and cut off his Ear, Afazth. 26.57: which 
—_ the meekne(s and mercy of our Saviour pre: 
hd vent 
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iſh ro che ſweetneſs and 
He rebukes the raſhneſs of his Diſciple, 
fe. Ther af te Di fo = 
e Diſciptes.for(00 a. 
Peter SFraſelf that but now- ed the re 
a 


of his loye to his Maſter, + Mat. 
* 58, in 8, the poſture and. ows bureh Stranger 


ar. 
's T7 
ator. So { day 46h the Love and-Honour 
ans y alter, deſerved by ſo much Love, and Purity, 


«20d Miracles, loſt in the Souls of the yery- Diſci- 


Wl ples. 
Y” Afeer chis, he is brought to the Hi Priefls, the (0- 
WS lema Aflembl + op a Yon of the-fews, 
WY inche Perſons of he - rooſt en fo __—_ 
W among chem, the High Yielts, Scribes, and Elders z 
before them Accuſed, and Convicted of choſe. = 


x Mthat might render Him Odious co the 7ews,. 


and all good Men, Blaſphemy 3. and by them 
ced worthy of Death, atth. 26. 66. and + qr this, 
expoſed to the baſeſt uſage of the baſeſt of their re- 
tinue; the Servants ſpic on him, buffer him, expoſe 


his tou to Scorn, ſaying, Propheſie nnto us thou Chriſt, who 


he that ſmote thee? Mar. 26. 67, Injuries leſs tole- 
rable than Death co an Ingenuous Nature: and, to add 
toallthe reſt, Peter, inſtead of reproving the Laſolence 
Wof the Abjeds, and bearing 2 part with his Maſter in 
his Iojuries, thrice denying.his Maſter, and that with 


82 Oath and Curſiog ; fo far was he from owning his - 


Maſter in his Adverlizy, that he denied he knew him; 
" Wand this in the very preſence of our Saviour, Luke + 
12. 61. And the Lord turned and looked yon Peter 5 Cer- 
that look of our Saviour, as it carried 2 {evrer 

of a gentle reprehenſion, fo 0D of much ſor- 


: » row, and grief in our Lord: As if be ſhogld: have 


laid 3 * Ah Peter, canſt thou ſee thy Saviour thus nſec, 
pl an 
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* and wilt-thon not own me? Or if thou wilt not, yetM -- 
* maſt thou needs deny me, deny me thrice, deny me 
 *with'Oaths; and with Execrations ? The unkindneſs $5" 
*of a Difcple; and ſuch-a: Diſciple, that haſt been{F*; 
© privy*to apary in my Transfiguration, and to my Mt 
*. Agony in'the-Garden, cats medeeper than the Scorns 8 
*and Derifions of theſe Abjects. Bur that's not all this; 
© Apoſtaſy of thine, theſe Denials, theſe Oarhs, theſe} 
© Execrations will lie heavy upon me anon, and add to 
+ that unfapportable burden that I am under ; the 
*.Thorns;”and'the Whips, and the Nails thac- I muſt 
© 2non ſuffer, will be the more envenomed by theſe Sins 
* of thine 3* and thou caſteſt more Gall into that bitter ,. 
* Cup, thatlam drinking, than all the malice of mineWM:” 
* Enemiesconldido. Inſnam, though thou goeſt out, 
© and weepeſt bitterly, yet theſe Sins of thine would 
{tick vnro thy Soul unto Eternity, if I ſhould not bear 
*them for-thee ; they coſt thee ſome Tears, but they 
* muſt coſt me my Blood. | *- 
The'next morning the High-Prieſts and Elders hold 
a ſecond conſultation, as ſoon as it was day, Luke 22. * 
66. Their Malice was fo ſolicitous, that they prevent. 
the Morning Sun ; and after they had again examined 
him, and in that Council charged him with Blaſphemy, 
the Council and the whole Multitude-lead him bound 
to Pilate; and there they accuſe him 3; and, to make 
their Accufation the more gracious, charge him witti 
Sedition againſt the Romans; and though he had no other 
Advocate bur Silence and Innocence, for he anſwerec 
them nothing ; yer the Judge acquits him, Ezke 2 3. 2 3: 
1 find no p__ in him: and yet, to ſhift his hands of 
the Employment, and togratifie an Adverſary, he ſends 
him to Herod, .and his Accuſers follow him thither alſo, 
Zicke 23. 10, The Chief Prieſtsand Scribes vehemently 
. aecuſe him : Hered when he had ſatisfied his CuriofiyM:; 
n the fight of Jeſus, to addto the Scorn of our SaviounF.:; 
whe . expo.” 


nexzX 


| of Chriſft-C rutifed. = 67 
expoſeth him to the Deriſion of his rude Souldiers, and 


-& cloaths him' in a Gqrgeous Robe, and remands him to 
en 0 Pilate, Thus h 


n Trwumph' and Scorn he is ſent from 


place to place: firſt to Amar; then Caipharz then con- 


rented before the Council of the Prieſts, then ſent into 


: the High Prieſts Hallz then re-convented before the 


ouncil 3 then ſent bound to Pilate; and from thence 


Wo Herod; and from him back again to Pilate: and in 


all thoſe Tranſlations from place to place, expoſed unto, 
and entertained with new Scorns, and Derilions, -and 
ontempts. 
Athis return to Pilate, he again the ſecond time de- 
lares his Innocence ; that neither he nor Herod found 


#=ny thing worthy of Death, Zzke 23.15. And yetto 
Fpratifie the-7ews, he offers to have him ſcourged, whont 


e pronounceth Innocent ; yet to ayoid the grols in- 


Suſftice of a Sentence of Death, offers to releaſe him, to 


ſerve their Cuſtom ; but this could not ſatisfie ; To 
preſerve their Cuſtom, and yet to fulfil their Malice, 
hey choſe the: Reprieve of Barabbas a Murderer, and 


'Wmportune the Crucifying of the Innocent Jeſusz and 


ow the third time Pi/ate pronounceth him Innocent, 


WLx#ke 23. 22. and yet delivers him over to be Crucified. 


e Executioners did it to the uttermoſt, and to add 
pain and ſcorn to his ſcourging, put upon him a Crown 


- of Thorns: and in his Diſguiſe of Blood and Contempe, 


brings him forth, ſhews him to his Perſecutors, fohw 


Wr 9. 5. Behold the Man, as if he ſhould have ſaid, * You 


, 


fews, that have accuſed this man, muſt know 1 find no 
fault+in him 3 yet | to fſatisfie your Importunicy, I 
have delivered him over to the ſevereſt and vileſt pu«- 
niſhmencnexrt unto Death, Scourging and Scorn; here 
heis, ſee what aSpecacle it , et this ſatisfie your 
Envy. Bur all this will not ſerve, there is nothing 
below the vileſt of Deaths can ſarisfiez all cry our, Cra» 


ie bim : And when yer _ Judge profeſſeth he finds. 
6513S 2 


nothing 


» 
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rothing worthy of Death, they impoſe a Law of.cheit, 
OKWh ; We have a Law, and by our Law he ought to dg, | 

becauſe he made himſelf the Sen of GM, John 19:7. Bug 3 
when this racher wade the Jadge the more cautious, 5 
they engage him upon his Fidelity ro C./ar his Maſter? 
He that maketh himſelf a King, ſpeaketh againſt Caelar: F 
But all this was not enough; but at length-the impor- bs 
tunity” of the Prieſts and People prevailed ; and Pilate % 
who had been before warned by. the monition of his 7 

Wife; and had three ſeveral times pronounced him in- 3 

Hocent, yet againſt the Conviction of his own Conſe ; 

Ence, . to ſatisfte and. content rhe fews, adds this far- | 

ther Cruelty and Injuſtice to what he had before done, 
gave Sentence that it ſhould be as they required, Luke 
2 3+ 24.. delivered him over to that curſed and (ervile 
Death of Crucifixion : and yet his Perſecutors Malice 
and Envy not ſatisfied; but, after his Judgment, pur- 
ſue the Execation of it with as great Malice. Scorn, 
and Cruelty, as they had before uſed in obcaining it: 
His Crown of Thorns upon his Head 3 a Purple Robe 
upon his Body ; the Blood - of his Scourging , | and 
Thorns all covering his Viſage : a Reed in his Right 
Hand; and the Baſe andInfolent Multitude with Spit: 
tings, and Stroaks, and Reproaches, abuſing him, till 
his Croſs be ready : and then the Purple Robe is taken 
of, and he conducted ro the place of his Execution; 
and, to add Torment to his Shame, our Bleiſed Lord, 
wearied with an Agony, and long. watching the night 


before 3 and from the time of his apreencing hur- 


ried from place to place; and his Blood and Spirns 
ſpent with the Scourgings and Thorns; and Blows and, 
which is mor= than all this, a Soul within laden with 
the weight of Sorrow, and the burden of the Wrath 
of God, which did drink up and conſume his Spirits: 
yet, .in this Condition, he is fain to bear his burdenſom 
Crofs towards the place of his Execution, obs 19. 17. 
s 


of Chriſt Cracified. 09 
: rilhe was able to carry ir no longer, but even fainted 
vader it, and then Simon of Cyrene is compelled to bear 


Y ic xo the place, Atat. 27. 32. 


:When:he comes to the place of Execution, he is 
ivt ſtark naked, and his cloaths afterwards divided 


F: by. lot among the Souldiers, Mar. 27. 35. and his na- 
*Z ked Body ſtretched upon the Crofs rotheuttermoſt ex- 
3 -cenfiqn of it,' Pſa. 22. 17. J may tell all my Bones, they 


lane; and flare you me : and at the uttermoſt Extenſion, 
which the cruel Executioners could: make of our Sa- 
-viour's Body, his Hands and his Feet nailed{tochat 
Croſs with great Nails, through chaſe tender parts full 


of Nerves and Arteries, and moſt exquiſitely (ſenſible of 


Pain. \ And-in this condition: theCro(s with our Savi- 
our's Body is raiſed -up in view of all; and, that 
even in this his Execution, that. the Shame and Igno- 
miny of the manner of his Death might have a farther 
acceſſion of Scorn and Reproach, he is placed between 
two Thieves, chat were Crucified with him, with an 
Inſcription of Deriſion upon his Crols, in all che moſt 
Univerſal Languages of all the World, Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latis 3 and the People and Prieſts ſtanding by 
with Geſtures and Words of Derifton, Aarth. 27. 39, 
40. and, even to a Letter, aſſuming thoſe very Geſtures 
and Words whichavere ſo many hundreds of yearspre- 
dicted in the Paſſhion-Plalm 22.78. He truſted in God, 
let bim acliver him,” if he will bave him and one of thoſe ' 
very Thieves, that was even dying as a Malefactor; yec 
was filled with ſuch a Deviliſh Spirit, that he upbraids 
and derides him. . : 

And now our Saviour is under the Torments' and 
Shame of this curſed Execution : but, chough thele his 
Sufferings of his Body and outward Man, were very 
grievous, inſomuch that it could not- but extremely 

Mi& hims-yerit is ſtrange co (ec how little he was 
tranſported [under them , in all his Contumelies, Re- 
| F 3 proaches, 
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| Pres, and Accuſations, ſcarce a word anſwered; 
He anſwered them nothing to all his Abulings,Strakes, 
Ridiculous Garments, Crewa of Thorns, tearing of % 
his Body with Scourging 3 yer not aword; but As «* 
Sheep before the Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened net his month, | 
If. 53.7. In all his Rackings upon the: Croſs , and Z 
nailing of his Limbs to it,/ and all the anguiſh, that, for 7 
. the ſpace of '{tx hours, from the third hour, wherein 
- he wasCrucified, Mark 15. 25. until the ninth hour, $ 
wherein he. gave up the Ghoſt, 4ar.27. 46. not a; 
- word of complaint;. bur he refuſed thoſe very —_— 
' which were uſually given to ſuppreſs the violence of the 
pain, Vinegar and Gall, cat. 27. 34+ _ But when' we 
come to the Aﬀlictions- of his Soul, they were of: a 
higher Dimenſton ;- in the Garden, when no other 
Storm was upon him, buc what was within him; he 
falls down upon his Face and Prayesz and again : and 
A third time; and is amazed, and forrowful ro Death; 
- and ſweats drops of Blood : And doubtleſs whiles he 
was under the Reproaches, and Buffetings, and Whip- 
pings and Thorns, he was not without a terrible and 
contuſed Sadneſs and Heavineſs within, which though 
they did not mitigate the Torments of 'his Body, yet 
they did infinitely exceed them: The Spirit and the 
Soul is moſt exquiſitely ſenſible, and it is that which 
feels the pains inflicted upon the Body : Certainly 
therefore the wound of the Spirit it ſelf, the fountain 
of ſenſe, muſt needs be exceedingly grievous : And 
hence it was, that though all the Injuries and Torments 
of our Saviour could ſcarce wring a complaint from 
him, yer the weight-of that Wrath tha lay upon his 
Soul, now. made-an offering for Sin, did wring from 
hin thoſe bitter and terrible cries, that one would won- 
der ihould proceed from him, that was One, with = 
Father, Mat, 27. 46, My Ged, my God, why ha 
then forſckes me? From the ſixth: hour- to the piach 
| 7 Bs he S, arkne 


F 


- of” Chrift 'Cracified. ; + 
darkneſs was overall the Eand, Marth, 27.:45ſuch! a 
Darkneſs as bred an Aſtonithmenr evenin Strangers and 


® other Countries. The Darkneſs of the Ward; though 


a ſuicable Dreſs for ſuch! a'cime, wherein the:Son of 
God muſtdie, and the Son-of' Righteouſneſs be Eclip> 
ſed ; yet-it was nothing. in'compariſon-of-rhat' diſmal 
ſhadow, that covered our Saviour's' Soul all thistime. 
About the'ninth hour, our Saviour cryed thac birter-cry, 


Z 44 God, My God, why haft thou forſakev me ?: Manifelt- 


ing che depth of his ſorrow, and the perfect ' ſenſe he 
had of it; why haſt thox forſaken mg? Morecauld not 
have been ſuffered, 'or been ſaid z every word carries 
in it an. accent of Horror. © Thew, that art the great 
* God, from whom, and in whom, every-thing-hath 
* its Being Comfort; ſurely if in thy preſence is 
* fulneſs y, in thy withdrawings muſt 'be.ful- 
*neſs of Horror and Confuſion ;, and yer it: is-/Thou 
© that haſt forſaken me. Forſaken : Hadſt:thou'never 
* been with 'me,'as I had not: known the blefledneſs 
* of thy Fruition,” ſo I could not have meaſuredtheex- 
*tremity of my:Loſsz the exceſs of the Happineſs that- 
©1 had 1n thy Preſence, adds to the exceſs of my. Mifery 
*in the ing of thy Abfence.':, Forſaken me: nor 
© withdrawn thy (elf to a diſtance, bur- forſaken me z 
*and forſaken meat ſuch a-time as this, when: Fſtand 
*more in need of thy Preſence than ever ; when I am 
<forſaken of my. Countrey-men, of my Kindred, of 
© my [ Diſciples, then to--be ' forſaken of Thee, when 
_ under 'the:ſhame and pains of a cruel and cur- 
© ſed deaths u 


ader the ſcorns and derifions of thoſe 
*-that hate. mez under the weight, nd preſſure of all 
*the Sins ofthe World ;* under t glings with ter- 
*.rors'in my Soul, ſent from thy mighty hand, under 
*.the viſfible-approach of Death, the King of Terrors 
* under a veil of darknefs withour, and the ſeeming 


triumph-of che power of _—_— within ; then = 
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92 weler orien 
* be:fbrſaken;;.'and ' forſaken: of ' Thee; whom I had 


* only-lefrra-bemy ao For[ahen Ate: Ir. is nor 
- Tottavgerthicchou z -Itis thy Son ON» 
17 0n5 inwhom chou dultheroroſor aw 


Ifivell-pleafed: that Son-whom tho' thow-now for- | 


* fakeſty. yet forgets not his. Duty unco thee, nor de- 
*pendance/upon-thee'; es but fill layshokd watches. .and 
how ſhakeſt meoff;: yer I maſtftill-call upon 
« thee, with the humble-confidence of -My God, My 
£ God ftIll.'3by haft tha  forfuken- wie + To be forla- 
{ kets/1and-to-be forſaken of God, of my. God ; of 
- himclards: not only my! God, but-my, Father ; 
Fufonen a timez and yetnot tro know why. Oh 
bl r, the-Prophets that «yea thy own 
en rg thee why:-and. OOEY », out of 
whickthou takeſt rhis bireer d "thee why : 
and thau thy telf within fome ſew days; or hours be- 
om 5, and doſt thou now-ask'us why ? 
thou not chooſe even that which thou now groan- 
eſt under? and wertwilling to put thy Soul wr our Souls 
ftead;' and'bear-the Sin' of choſe which-are now: thy 
Burden? Certainly we may, withall Hytnility and Re- 
verence' conceive, tlatiar the rime of this bicrer cry 
our Saviour's Soul was,: for the preſent; overſhadowed 
witch ſd much Aſtoniſhment. and[Sorrow, that it did 
for. the Sn oyer-power-and cover the actual and 
di of che Reaſon of it; at leaſt in thatrnea-' 
ſure and degree in which: be ſafftered.:; Fhis cry of our 


Saviour was about the _ twur, .a-litcle before his | 


ed one Prophecy io this terri- 
-the very words of: 2/59. 22. he 


preſently they' give him Vinegar wo drink. qp-phtn—s 
this and his death there intervene theſe: 'p paſſages. I. | 
proclaiming to the World, that the work of gs 
demption was finiſhed, fon 1 9. 30%, When be i recevuen 


the 


th; Tebirff,. John 119. 28; And” 


OLOHORRIMSS> REDD S gon TO GP FEES SHONE 


1 ae Ae " OR " o 
i. 1 $a. 7 0 YG MM 
FREArITL ES  " ” Ce. 
= ©20 " bh % > .* © v 
LE SE 
, * 


of Cirif Cracifedd —=£ © 77 


the be” fil, 135 is fuifhed, 277 Ar ſecond cry 
—_— = The 0 Words are nor 


e —_ even 
him 
the Cloud is 
CONES 


ye ein Fratader .2 
Hey val :rirne;. ESD 

LR oremchantLOInare; bayrhetuigtwpl _—_ 
ag Spirir/ whict he. inſtincly di 
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rhe Dewrh of any Saviour are many fi! x; | That it 'was 
avolunary delivering up of-his Spire : 'this 5 that 
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| in the very* Aukgotf 
Pe aha joodaols 2. That of b 
who were Cracified arthe ſame time, diednottille 


was a farther viotence- uſed 'by breaking their Legs 


wry: rn, >> foe prevent the violence 


the Centurion, Mark; 15. 39.1h Pilate, Aark 1 $244, 
ene ms ne obably-be "the cauſe that the inſolent 
Ln of his death; pierced 


ho deny agpenr, 1 9:/34+ and thereby fulfilled 
thar other Scriprare. tick he ever thought of, Fel 


XJ 33'! 2 
:2iNow the; weudeafa! ee i Arempencd. 087 
Woniear's,-Drath were very'many 3 and conſiderable; 
s.:A ſtrange: and -particular Fulfuling 'of the Fooybeck 
ave 73pes, that; were: concerning; Qur yaviour's: 
and-the very individual circumſtances. that-attend 
o_ all roconfirm our Faith,» chat this was/indeed 
: the Adefſas; 2nd-that he was thus delivered over .t0 
by the moſt-certain and pre-determinate Coun- 
cetof God : The timeof his death-ſa exatly predicted 
wi ane. 6; %'7; 25, 26, the parallel circumſtances 
. 4+... wadthe/Paſchal: 1 


* _ * ELambyin —urer any > 
8 $3 Ire im; Lamb. without-ſpor, 1%-5,in 
\cheeimedf bisdplincry.over to-Death;. at 

the Feaſtof the Paſſover, andchevery eveningwhetein 


gain, FR: his Death, by piercing bis Hands 
_— Feet,” Ma nu” The yery. wy uſed by 
him,.:P/al. 22. 4; Af. 27; 46. the: Words uſed 'of 


him; Plan Bi Mat. 27. 43: the:Crucifying of him. 
between Mal Vha 


efactors, »1/a. '5.3; I2,/4he: VYkippinggs 
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Z's3. 5, the dviding of bis Garments -and-caſting 
bis-Veſture, pl 8, the thirſt of our 
og the Croſs, and giv ving him Vinegar and 


wn yer t; 
and;-miracnlous Graſſe Woo, Natwre, 
SS ha Bos an rpm erg 
our worsD om 
Shed boartnlabe ninth hour. "And it icablves 
ble ini che night 1 omar be was bord ry a-miraculous 
the night.-became as 0a, Lake 2,9. But-at' his 
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;thatr ocks, a VES, 
and ſtruck amazenientand conviction into the Centu- 
ion, /that was watching him. AMacth. 27. $2525 +. 
to [Yhen; our: Sayioyr-was entring; into the 

n- | Death, the Earth-trembled 3: and f0-16; did when h 

ed qunnpi_g out: of it-by his Reſurrection , Mat, 

Þ, ws. s' > _ 

f ;3-|Again, the Graves were opened;: and the. dead 
in bodjex of the Saints aroſe; As the tanch-of, the bones of 
at & E£frricauſed: a kind; of ;R Kehureing, 2 Lo 2 Kings La. 26s 
- whey Perretion! © car ate -Y 
; 2 oO onto the; 
\- | roceſtifie thar- by: his death, he 
+ 8 nefs of the yt and that the : 
y accompliſhed, when Death, 'the Wages x7 al Was thus 
xf B cor 
n. 4. Again, the Veil of the Temple was vent in ewain 
'S 6 from the cop $0 the bottom , Marth, 27. 57» Vel 
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Veit was that, which divided the moſt holy placefrojy 
the reſt of the T abernacle, 'Ex04.'26/ 33. and'in3thit 
moſt-Holy-place were contained the Myſterious'Ti 


the Ark of the Covenant , and the. Mercy-Sexc gant; 


withinchis Veil only the High Prieftentred once a year, 
whetrhe made an Acbnemenc for theiPeople and for: 
'Fabernacle, Lewe,1 6: 35, Heb. 947/'and now/atbi 
Saviour's [death,this Veil was rent;' from the '2dp'th 
the bottromz 'and it imporred- divers very rear Ayſftertas!: 
1. That now- out great High Prieft: wasentring ico the 
moſt Holy, with his own' blood, i having omen. Ar ride 
the Atonement” for Us 3 Heb. g.'4 2. - By : bis ownBlodl, 
bo \rmred - once i. viito© the moſt ' Holy plate; having” obtained 
Etervkt \Redemption for' ns; 2, That the means, where- 
by-beentred into the moſt Holy" place, -was byrend- 
ing of his Humanicy, his Soul-ftom the Body, rypitied 
by'ithe rending'6f that-Veil'; and-therefore his Bleſh, 
that is; his'whole Humane Natare was: the Veil, 'Heb, 
#0; 20)  Conſecrated through theVelt;-that is, bir Pleſk. 
3/\ That now by che death of "Chriſt all choſe dark My: 
' feties veiledupformerly in the moſt Holy, the-Arkr of 
the Covenant; and the Mercy-Seat;carenow' rendred 
open, and their!Myfteries unfolded;;'Chriſt the Medid- 
_ Ge&f che Covenant; and the Sear of Mercy and Accep- 
rance, unto all Believers, founded and ſeated uponthim, 
Me chereby” chat"Life 'and' Immoreality , which ich was 
wrapt up ni the/Myſteries of rhe old Co and 
yet thoſe Myfteries veiled/andiincloſed up, within che 
Veil, is noW-btought ro! light through the Goſpel, 
$ 75%; 1. 10, ahid: the Veit rent-in twain, that as well 
the meaning 'of thiſe Myſteries and Types under the 
Faw is diſcovered: ''4. That now theuſe of the Cere- 
monial Law- wat an'end, the greareſt and moſt Sacred 
Myſtery of the Tabernacle, and indeed of -che whole 
Ceremonial Law; was this chat was within the Veil, 
the moſt Holy place, whereia were che moſt —_— 
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Reverend Myſteries, the Ark.and the Mercy-Sezt;' Bur 
vayene.y i ire the Rebeg tie Conners 

of che People is (given, tt y riſt, : cypi 
by..the Tenale, fevarared, and fo the ule of the oc 

emple, Tabernacle, and the Holy Places, Veſſels,:In- 

ſtruments thereof ceaſed ; 5. [That now the Kirigdor 
of.Heaven, 'the moſt Holy Place; is. open unto all Be- 
lievers: Chriſt ogr-High Prieſt is entred in wich bis 
own Blood, and has not clofed the. Veil after him, bur 
rent itin ſunder, and made and leſt a paſlage for all Be- 
lievers to follow him, with our Prayers and Accefs to 
the Giorious God, and hereafter in our Perſons; Heb. 
19, 19, 20. Having therefore boldneſs to,enter into' the Ho 
lieft by the Blead of \ Feſus, by « new and living way, which 
he hath Conſerrated for ns, through the. veil, that is to ſay, 
his fleſb 1 let #65 draw near with @ tree heart. ad, 
...And now: we have gone thus far with our Lordunto 
his Death, we thall follow him to kis Grave, - ?o/zpb:of 
Arimathea, having an honourable mention by all four 
Evangeliſts, Mar. 27. 57. a rich man, and Jeſus Dif 
ciple, ark 15.43; an bonourable Counſellor, who 
waited for the Kingdom of God; - Luke 23. 59.4 
Counſellor, a good man, and a juſt, who had not con- 
ſented to the Counſel or Deed of the ew:, and wait- 
ed for the Kingdom of God; fobw19. 38. a Diſciple 

of Chriſt's, bat ſecretly for fear of the Fews: this 
manifeſted his Faith and: Love to his Maſter, when 
was in his loweſt condition 3 goes £0 Pilare boldly, and. 
begs his Saviours Body 5 he wraps it in a clean Linnen 
ath , laid 4n « Tomb. provided for himfelf, .and 
hewed out of the: Rock, and rolled a great Stone upon. 
the door of che Sepulchre. And as by his Death with 
the Malefactors, 410 by his Burial ia this Rich man's Se- 
puichre, he fulfilled both parts of the Prophecy,: //. 
$3. 9. - He wade his Grave with the Wicked, and with the: 
Rich in bis Deach. The High Prieſts Le ' _ \ 
alice, 
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78 Of the Knowledge 
malice,” and their jealouſie, even againſt the dead body 


of our Saviour; and, to ſecure themſelves _ he Ex 
ſuſpicion of his Reſurrection the third 'day, take ord | 
for making the Sepulchre ſure, till' the third day ws 
- Marth. 27; 60; ''They ſeal the Stone, and i{er 
atch. - And it is very obſervable, how the Almighty Fe 
Council of ' God:made uſe of the very Malice and' Jez: h 
louſie of theſe People, for the confirming of his'own Ga 
Truth, Chriſt's Reſurre&ion , and/ our Faith 3 Their 0 
Malicious and Curious Induſtry, to' prevent the poſſi-”? 
bility-of a fiticious ReſurreRion,abundantly and uncon-M"?! 
trollably.convincing the Reality of our Saviour's Death MW *Þ 
and true Reſurretion. He is laid in the Grave the 
Evening of the day wherein he ſuffered ; a Stone rolled { 
upon the mouth of the Grave, ſuch as required: a conlt- 
derable ſtrength to-remove it, inſomuch that the wo- & 
men thar came the firſt day of the Week to embalm the ft 
Body, werein a great difficulty how it ſhould be remo- 
veds Mark 16. 3. For it was a great Stone 3 Matth. 
27, 60. And: this Stone Sealed: And, as if all this 
were t00 lictle, and the Bonds of Death and the Grave 
were to0 weak, they add a Watch of Soldiers to ſecure 
the Body, Marth. 27,66, And here we leave for a 
while -our Saviour's Body interred in Spices , ohn 
19..39.1n a new Sepulchre, wherein never before any 
lay, elm 19, 41, hewen our of a Rock in the Gar- 
, 7oln 19. 42. That as in the Garden, Death 
at firſt laid hold of the firſt Adam, fo in the Garden the 
ſecond Adam undergoes the ſtate of Death, and giins 
the Victory overthe Grave : His Agony in a Garden, 
and his Interrment-in a Garden ; his Body reſts in the 
Grave, and his Soul Tranſlated into Paradiſe ; for ſo he 
- witnefled of himſelf, T kis day then ſhalt be with me'in Pa- 
radiſe, Luke 23.43. Fot at the inſtant of his Diſſolt® 
tion our farisfaction was made z- andthe work of our" 
Redemption, ſo far -as it depended uponhis Suffering, 
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-4M&niſhed : So that hadit not been for a'Wime&' of the 
t the 
_ Decree of God, manifeſted in the 


eality-add rrath of his Death, and of the power and 
airy of his Reſurrection, -and ornenn Fr. the 
Scriptures, he might 


have re-afſanned Life the next inſtant” after his: : 
For 'the Debt to the Juſtice of God was fully faris- 
fied, and his continuance in the Grave *unrilche chard 
day, was not by the power of Death, which he van- 
queen in the ox nee his ooaymany, cn freer 
ry ſubjecting of himſelfunto that ſtate, for che ſtrengeh- 
ning of our Faith, ' and the fulfilling of the Scrip- 
cures. - | 

And now we come to the Conſideration of the Re- 
furreftion of our Lord 3 by which he was declared to 
be the Son of God with power 3 and by which the ful- 
nels and compleatneſs of our Redemption by him, is 
abundantly manifeſted. He choſe that time to die , 
when the Paſſover was ſlain ; that time wherein Adam 
was created the ſixth day of the Week at Evening. He 
choſe that time for his Body to reſt in the Grave, and for 
his Soul to reſt in Paradiſe, wherein his Farher reſted 
from all the great work of the Creation, the MR 
of the Week ; and he choſe that day to riſe again, whi 
his Father choſe to begin the Creation, the firſt day of 
the Week ; that the ſame day might bear the inſcri- - 
ption of the Creation and of the Reſtitution of the 
World : And that as in that day the Lord God broughe 
Light out of Darkneſs, ſo this Light, the Light thaten- 
lightneth every Man that comes into the World, ſhould 
ariſe from'the Land of Darkneſs, the Grave : This « the 
day that the Lord hath made, let ns be glad and rejoyce there- 
in, The Time of the Day wherein our Lord aroſe, was 
very early inthe Morning of the firſt day of the Week, 
as it began todawn, Aarth. 21.1, While it was-yert 
dark, or ſcarcely full light, Joh» 17. 1. And the Man” 
ner. of it was full of wonder and aftonithment. _ 
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Angel from. Heaven comes 5 down to draw t 
of our Saviours Grave, and with an jaw the. Cu | 
away the Stone:that covered itz the Keepers, Se 
watchfully. oroed the Command of their Come 2and 
ers, were ſtricken with Aſtoniſhment,” ; FeScany n 
| Matth. 28. 2, ; 3 4... Qur Lord, who hiad pou 
er to lay down his Life, and power to take it up again 
7ohs 10. 17, re-aſſumes his. Body , which, thopgh i 
taſted. Death, yet had-not ſeen Corruption, 
wile, and thereby proclaimed the complearing 0: Our 
ption-3. and therefore not poſſible he ſhould 
a Fra EF of it, A#s 2.24. his Victory over Death 
the Grave for us, 1 Cor. 15... When our Lord rat 
d up Lazarss, he came. forth of the Grave bo b 
ndand foot with Grave-Cloaths, 7c» 11,.44- Tho 
he was for the preſent reſcuedF from Death by the powe 
of Cot q yet he muſt ſtill- be | a Subject r9: it.: He's 
jerived, bu yer, riſeth with: the Bonds of Death aboy 
die again: But when our Lord riſ b 
he es offhis Grave-cloaths; the linnen that rage 
his Body 1n one Place, 9c the Linnen that, b his 
Head in. another, Jobs AY Our Lord beir 
riſen, dieth ao hp 14 00 power over him, 
Rows, 6.9 

And Ss we have conſidered the Hiſtory of Chriſty 
Paſſion and Reſurre&ion, the firſt and ſecond gene 
ral Confideration: Who ic was that ſuffered 3 and 
x6 it was he ſuffered. The Third array 
ollows. 

III. From whow be ſuffered all theſe things 3 [oy 
confiderationof which doth highly advance the Suffer: 
ings of Chriſt. 1. He ſuffered this from .the hands 
his own. Father ;. it was he that bruiſed him, pur him 
to grief, and made his Soul an offering for ſin, a, 
53- 10. It was he that reached him out rhac bitter Cup 
to _—_ Zohn 18, 11, The Cup which wy Father hath 
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aig wr rt or to ſave them 3 
and in-that vile competition: offered-to- therti/ 
their Redeemer :: deret; Tas! 7/c210.t 
ther: ro:fave. Malefictor, 's ro:deliver FO? 
their Innocent and Merciful Saviour: Ang” © 25092011 
theſe were they chat; heyond "hk the examples Eft] of of 
common - Ianatkcys purſued :ctheir Kinſman, their 
nefacor, thei Redvemer, with-ſach exa& Biel 
ſcary" eg nd Scorn; and Croeley; charias' it 
barbarous to the Hearhen Jedge, ſo ithtach oqryrnnrhd 


Bil, Adatth, 26,5 
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ct a6 He kuffered all Parjeml 5 I $367 " Bp: war 


preſſes, and ht mas Sn: yet be opened wot his \ month 5 
hy is -brovght 85. n Earob-to the langhter 5, and 83 4 ſheep be- 
Ie: 4s dumb, ſo be apeneth mt his mouth 2 Be- 


mov Een Ws Diſtoples, hartied away _Þ by. the” black 


him,-reproac wt Moe 
High-Priefts - Elders, forſaken and denied by 


wers,: ſtricken, {pic upan, and baſely-mjured 


byahe zbjecs inthe High Prieſts dr err tay Herod, 

napon by Pilate, Kneweft then not that: Tchave 

puwer” ta. condenen thee ? whipe, cloathed in! ſcorn with 

, :andicrowned with actown_ of thorns, and-'imn 

falnted in ſcorn with Hail King of the 

Jews wed "to: bear his burdenſome Col: we oa 
n———_ rds'bear him ; and then, 25 exc of the 

men- 


ny, vileſt of malefactors, Pr erg ro = | 


Croſs wich moſt exquiſite tormenc 3 and then, by one 
of his | ; by che general rabble 
_—_ and 
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2:3. 44. * Father forgive them,” SN uot -what 
= © ORG AES! 720 
3. Which 3 is yet 2 higher. ſtep, he iſuffered all ; 
willingly: and *Cheerfully ; John To. 18; No'was takerh 
my: Life from! me, but I lay it dewin of my ſelf ;/ Luke 12: 
. Fo. 1. Thaur\ a Baptiſm. 'to be haptized with, and'how'am'l 
An bs be fulfilled oh lope willingneſs _ Fer 
oras{ufterings appears the particularr:.'t, It | 
when he hadPower to it, -andro reſcue himſelf 
from the inſolence of his Perſecutors;-yer” he uſeth-it 
It ant ann Ge ba 
_ t-deſtroyed ava LATE 
e defire of our: Lord; no leſs than twelve Le- 
pon vondidy for his Guard 5 bur yet this'muſt not) 
How then ſhall the ns = ed ? Marthi 
27. 53,54 When the-Compa were {ent tc 
apprehend him, heard thoſe: r= oa T.aw'be; -ohey 
backward and 'fell to- the' ground, Fob».:2856... "The 


_  ſamepower by which they ell, could: have'ſ ſo boupd 


them. never 0 have riſen again z-but:our{ Lord 


he manifeſted this Power to evidence his a Diner et 


he uſeth-it-n6t fo far as ro impede his Paſſion 

it were, reſumes and mw back chat manifeſtation -c 
his 4 leſt it:might be a means to- iiterrupt theſes 
vice which he was ab ures) pariovink for mankind. He 
arked them again, Whom ſeek. ye ? . la that he corrects 
and: checks all chings that might be either/an imped# 


ment of his:Pafſion, or' tharmight, in the-leaftdegree, 


berray an Unwillingnels for him to undergo it. [Doubts 
leſs there: was an adequate: repreſentation-unto him 


the dreadfulneſs of thatconlli he wasto undergoriih 
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all occaſions he ' cor- 

and thoſe fad f10hs which'caufed 

zenzture to ſhrink arit 3 7oby 112. 27, Father 

im this hour, but for this cauſe: came T to this 

46:49, | Fathers if it-be poſſible ; let this 

om me: nevertheleſs not as 1 will; but as thes 

+: That even whiles the" infirmicy of his humane 
nature ſtarted**ar the apprehenſion of what he was to 
ſuffer, and prayed againlt ic, yet the freene(s and purity 
of his C ncecarried him on to it, and made him, 
25-it- were,-unpray what he had before prayed: And 
though his Son! ſtartled at the diſcovery of that dif- 
mil vale that he-was-now to paſs through, yet his Love 
to mankindand his Reſolution'of Obedience to his Fa- 
ther's Wilt carried him on' with Willingneſs to ſuffer 
that which he-was troubled to ſee. Again, how doth 
he check alt impediments to his ſuffering - he foreſeerh 
Shame and Pain; he arms himſelf againſt both; Heb. 
r#; 2, with Patience againſt the larter, he endured the 
Croſs; with Reſolution againſt the former, he deſpiſed 


theShame. Again, when Perer beganto play the Po- 


litician- in adviting our Lord to decline his ſuffering, 
how ſeverely doth he rake him up ? 4a. 16, 23. fohn 
18. 1, . Get thee behind me; the Cup which my Father 
bath given me” to wn > ff # T not drink, it? Again, 
when the' forward zeal of the Diſciple drew his Sword, 
and- cur off-a Servant: of the High Prieſt's Ear, our 
Lord checks the affailanr, and cures the wound; leſt 
any thing ſhould retard the Execution of thac thing for 
which he came into the world, or importthe leaſt argu- 
ment-of backwardneſs in him to undergo it. Mar. 26. 
52. fon 18. 12.” It-is very obſervable to ſee how 
Pilate was ready to fluctuate upon every occation, and . 
ſhifted fromiplace-co place, and from poine to'poinc, to 
decline the condemnation of var Lord: When he an- 


 Gyered himnothing, he ma: velled, and was at aſtan4 
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. Burtour Lord was {o or fromd cigngtius gre: 
pole. of our Redemption by his Bl Se 1 
poſely to decline thar Maieſty of oe wherein 
= have confounded his Judgz ae either af 
with ftlence, or with ſuchexpr fonsas might ne It 
too much ht him from the eau a in 1 
1 obn 19.'1T. Thou conldſt have 'v0 pore 
'l againſt me, unleſs it were given thee of God, T 
blamed the malice of his Accuſers, - admits and 
the > Anhenity of his Judge. - 
 V. Let us cenfider,, For miemide ſuffered AMchis: 
\ The Perſons for whom he ſuffered deſerved 'ir not 4 
he expreflions of the Scripture are full in this, Row; 
5. 7, 8. Ptradventare'for a Good Man ſome would even 
Axreto die 3 'but God commendeth his - love towards us-in 
that, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us > the 
objects upon which he. looked upon, in his ſufferings 
weredarkneſs, Eph. 5. 8. Children, of . wrath, Eph. 2:34 
Aliens from the Common-wealth of 1ſrael .,  Prongers from 
the Covenant of - 'Promile:, © having '10 hope , and without. 
God in the World, Eph.'2. 12. See but Max's Moo 
the beſt ofus were in our natural condition, w 
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jr ern draw x ca might 5 af 
for the morivein the- cud: .of- it; nd bob fit 
—_ no Neceſſity at all to bind* him to "it + Tt v 
- poles will-char ar firſt gave Man: a being 
Fo being 3 and when he had ſinned 
ye AM of his Creation, there was/@ Nec 
of Jaſtice for his Erernal Paniſhmene;- but no neceflity 
 aCallfor his Reſtitution. God made- all things for ; 
Glory, not becauſe heſtood in need'of it; for- he had 
mn :hamſelf: an infinite Self: pra and Happineſs 
ſlachood oor in nocd of the glory ofhnCraton vx of 

| was capable of an acceſſion by it: And hes had, yet 
\ the great God could have wr 1-0 the erreare his Ju: 

”-, »y Jice; intheeverlaſting puniſhmenc of unthankful r 
L 2nd yer tad glorious Creatures enough, the bleſſed An: 
to have-been the everlaſting partakers and admi- 
of his Goodneks: And if there had been yetanab» 
hacer of viſible intelleual Creatures, to be 
_ phe participants of his Goodneſs, and the active Inftru 
ments of bs Glory ; the fame Power that created ner 
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| laters, Whart thenis the original 
pf IST his ders to poor-{inful man? to purchaſe 
ſuch a worthleſs creature ar-fuch an invaluable price as 
the blood of the Son of God ? Nothing bye Loves 


| Co rkand of Goodneſs. of God in Chriſt ; 
nothing but the free Love of OE fohn 3. -I6., © $o 
Ged loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,” 8cc, 
1-John'4. 10. Here is Love, not that we loved God,” but 
that by” us,” and ſent hir Son to be propitiation for - 
-aier fins" and that very ſame individual Love that was 
in'th Father ro ſen, was in the Son to come, andto 
die Ic is he that loved and waſhed us with 
his own Ploed ; waſhed us, becauſe he loved ns. When . 

we lay like Ezekie/s wretched infant, Zzck, 16.5, 6. 
Eire of God blood ; when noeyeyijried us, then this 
God paſſed by us, and ſaid unto VS, _ 

ſaid unto us, when we were in our blo 

d when that on] ten _—_ for us, by y 

the oh WAI 
us, he ſold his onda and to waſh os from 
olſen of our blood, freely ffent and ſhed his 
on : This was the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Knowledg, 


Vit X Now let us conſider the End and Hope of this 
admirable Loye of Chriſt: and as it looks vu hh to- 
wards. God, {o it looks downward towards 
was the Mediator between nor the End of bis 
noe he hada reſpect to both: x. Inreferexce to Gud, 

andſo the Ends of our ehur: S ſuffering were princi 
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congh it were in the mean loweſt Relation 
Lake 15.19. 1 am wo - more _—_ tobe called thy Se 

ms 2 toc © thy hired Servants : So that I may nog 

be eſtranged from i thee, reconcile: me unto thy (elf, 

in the condition of thy 'meaneſt Servanr. -. But 


neither doth the happy fruit of our Lords ſufferiog reſt 


here. 


5, To reſtore unto us thatnear and blefſed reli 


of bring Sons of -God-: Gal,” 4.5. That we might re# 
. ceive the adoption of i Sons, 1 John 3. 2. © Behold' yow 'we 
are the Sons'of God, and it doth 'not yet appear what we 

ſhall be. This was that dear expreſſion of. our Lord; 
after his Reſurrection, fohbn 20. 17." Go to my Brethreny 
and tell them, T-aſcend unto My Father and Tour Father; 


10 Ay. God and your God: heeems to intere(s them in? 


this bleſſed relation in akind of equality with himſelf fy 
My Brechren, My Father and Your Father, Fon 
weet 
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: Father -pitieth' his Children ,c ations 13: he 
an CE aepſs he wy Fatkeeh tbe Son char 
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for direc ED | 
any dow ERS 
with confidence expect: m-2a earthly Father, 
ro the /rompaſs his abilities 2: {ze hed 
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ps ts in; Mercy pleaſeth hint ;-it-was the' great | 
he del fn nas his Name by; Exod. —_ 
and fodiffafive'is.his:-Mercy. that it extends to all, : Ale 
'$1\ good 1d.all; and hittender Mercies ars'. over: all bis. werks, 
"x45.-9. and nor-only:to- the Juſt arid: Good; bus 
even-co the Unkind'y '\cauſing his Sun-to '{hine upon 
cheievitand the "And rely he that:hath: Mercy 
and Goodneſs an Enemy, cannot deny-it-unto:4 
arget 


Child.><Cas 4 Mother f ſucking Chijd'> 8c. Tea 
205 fiwger; gear will 1 not forget thee, ſaith -the Lardy 
| o 49. T7 
;>4;"To reſtore us to a x moſt ſure, everlaſting and | 
bleſſed Inheritance in Heaven, Gal. 4. 7. if 4 Son, then 
an Heir of God throwgh Chri _ and here is the commer 
m—_— allz not only ab lved from the guilt _ 
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' VIE, And:by:whac hath been ſaid, i eatieto! 
what the Fic Efedl of lth ar. God will o 
be diſappointed intheend of EE | 
fore we cantwti.bediſappointed/rinthe” fruit ofit 3-0 1d 
thoſe ate eicherfuch as areenjoye@inthis-liſc) or 
cipally appropriated to that which 1s toccome. I. Thod 
Henefits tha narurally we; Qtciſt Cracifed, 1 


ed'in:thi; life, are 1: tgqrao Ft of 
22 TI p Tan y Frans i ightofGody "e 
Jools oemrarMaſerberhyeot his] 
is Son ſuffered; and-0s choſechar yerforrned his With 
when his ic: Sotharas our Loidimputed 
our ſins to our Redeemer, ſo. heamputes tis Righeeo c 
neg untous; iand-as: he was well pleaſed with hi 
hewas wellpteaſed in-him, widitomang a5ate receive 
Covenanr:' Wes nh Sf 
> 2." Poark with God. Thisis the anzrdl'c Cn 
| of the former." Row. 5.1." Beihg jaftified by | Faiths 
bave Pence with God through "owr Lord feſus Chriſt, Th 
only cauſe of breach berween God hisCreature B16 
moved, ane| Peace'and Love-reſtored between chem: 
\3-. Free Mcceſs wnto God : For we are reftored unto 
Peace with: nbim,” and' conſequencly: accels ane himy 
and indeed-ir' is' a-part of chat duty which-he expects 
from us: Our 2cceſs to him; isnot-only our-ptiviledg 
2s the accels of a Subject to. his Prince, or a Child 
atherz but ic is our han cw 
| tip rows of our dependance and 10ve- unto 
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2 And Conſequendy, aRoece {05 ng and oro 
Conſcience 3 and that doubl fe 


s SI f eontings [ A 
of 2 wpply 
 twhog to lead us aa pr trouble, without 
a find apeftafie ot falling _ Were our Salvation 
ES toetagad by our own h,we 
CEE EE, 
e is ina Covenant 
pan chat ever was, {tealed in the Blood 
Son of God, Cod. for our Preſervation 3 and.it ſhall 
rae; for us to fall fromthat condition, asfor 
the Almighty -God-- to be diſappointed :: No, -his 
il and Truch, the —_— ſupply of the-Blef< 
Spiritof Chriſt, ſhall-keep alive that Seed of Life, 
that hehath chrown into his 1 fobn 3.9,” For his 
Seed _— in him, and hrcchms Sin, becanſe bois bors 
G 
: 6. Sufficient Grace to preſerve ws frory, or fappere 
y5-40, or-deliver us out of Temptations. We ſtand hore 
A need of Grace, than we do of omg mm 
the conſequence of the want of the £ 


ily and hourly ſupplies RTE. 
is-Gr y fuce our intereſt 
therein is found upon. the Covenant mnade reLur 
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Even as 2 eo prek exp and pardonidiatn infirmicies olfil 
a Child, and chough he does not diſpence wich preſutnſy ; 
ptuous offences; -yethe either obſervesnot, or forgiveallff - 
> their many Infirmuties. And it is a priviledge of -high 
| concerament to.0s, 'that as in our firſt converſion, the - 
Blood of Chriſt : waſheth away a whole life of fins 2 
an ſoafter our converlion; the ſame Fountain ſtxnd 
3 whereunto:we may and muſt reſort, hi fon 
our daily Failings.” : Chriſt received by Faith in <h& 
| heart, is a continual Sacrifice, which. L may preſen 
oo EI 0 after my'© con Rf 
V 
--p.:A comfortable refticution. of a juſt Ireref in , 
| Creatares. When Man forſook the : legiance he owed (} 
ro-his Maker, the intereſt he: had in he gent did; 
as it'were,eſcheattoche-Lord : And though his Goods 
ne(safter permitted himthe uſe of them, yer it was ſtill, 
a-it were, upon account: And as the Sons of Men have 
2 great account-to giveunto God for their ſins, ſo they 
have for his Creatures. Chriſt hath reſtored unto bs 8 
_ ; porn in-that, which civil right hath-madeÞ 
what: before, 
—_ EY Comfortable and Sanftified Uſe of all Clatrincl # 
I Proſperity, Moderation 3 in pcs Contenteds' 
neſs in all, Sobriety.. . For as our Lord hath purchaſed? 
for us Grace; o'uſe all things aright ; ſo he hath obtai4 
ned 'for us an inheritance, that renders the beſt the 
World can give us, unworthy to be valued; and 
the worlt it can give us; unworthy .to- be Races 
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: bs [> Ado Sim.” Sin TW FEE dominion over 700g 
for 3 e are not wnder the Law, but nnder Grace : ; Rom. &. I4. 
£1 {oor hath this hope parifeth himſelf, ever as be is piire,” 
I % 

war © Vidaty « over the Werld, in the beſt it can afford us 
 itfatreres and favours; theſe are t00 ſmall and incon- 
fiderable; when compared with this hope 3 they ſhine 
like a Candle inthe Sun; and are ineffectual to win ovet 
4 Soul that is fixed upon this Hope,and Vidtory over the 
worſt the World can inflict: Our Lord hath conquered 
the World in this reſpe&t for us ; Fe not aff aid, 1 have 
overtome the Warld, John 15. 33. and conquered it in wy. 
This 3s .the Vittoty that overcometh the World, even your 
_ I 1.3908 $-+. - 
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Thar this purcha Salvation by: ay for, Be; 
kovis 1s not to render them idle, -or ſecure, TR 
ſumpcuous 3 wherethere is ſuch 2 Glpoſircn of 
it is anevident Indication, that i 1 isnot yettruly Uni 
onto Chriſt by true Faith and Love his Grace is 
cient ro preſerye us, and always ready to doi i, if "yl 
do not wilfully neglect or reje i it. 


A OSWETLY 


” 


"Be 
: Mc 4 


; 


; So: 


hd 
” 


=p: 


M.: 
ele 


INH 1JoOuN V. 4. es SEAL 

Far whoſoever is born of God,overcometh the World; 
and this is the Vittory that overcometh the World, 
| Ev/e1 your Facth, 


Heſe things are herein conſiderable : 
I, The 4 which is here declared, Viftes 
7” ps Overcoming. 
2, "The Perſon that exarcifal this A&R, or 
cerning whom this As is affirmed, deſcribed by this 
Farpmvn aPerſon thatis born of God. 
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The Fit of Fath 22". - 
3. The Thing upon which'this A& of Prey gexer- 


: ciſed, viz, The World, 


4 The Inframent' or Fheavs, by which this At is! 


ono &. Faith, 


whedor Order, or formal reaſori whereby! 


Faith ov h this Wortd. 


Some Fon x Ovterangs I 1 ſhall deliver ronching all © 


Ke join over II bs 

s ney bel nbjugation or dri g 

undet”an o- Party to the Poder and wits 
; - a tree”, is of 190 hn, —— 

| tionef jor 0 we TD 

tionof a eat Victory is, when either t 

Party is oa eſt _— od. or at leaſt Nick 

of any poſſibility of -reliſtance 

- God, the Captain of our Salvaticns' Flea bm ys 
orld , obs 16; 33. Be of good cheer, 7 have overcow 

w world, - And thus when be are de Ivered from 

body of death, we ſhall overcome 


orld. - 
£m ViRory will be the portion the Charch a 
Chriſtian triumphant. - Again 2. There-is-a Victory 
.. © bur Rconple: ſuch asthe Victory of the Children of 
i racl was Over the Caraanites: which though ne a 
modus, as to any pothibiliey of a total _ 
ty ot equality of power, yer they 
Fi vedSfroty a pallibilicy'of annojing av 
ll horns to 


and rebelling ; they remained VEX 
diſturb, though not ro ſubdue their Co there 
' was flill an over-ballance- of power in the Vicory, 
choughnot wholly to extirpate them: "And this is the 
condition of the Chriſtian Militant in this World* He 
keeps the World in ſubjeftion , and; every day i 
fronne upon itz but he cannot expect ro. 0 a Per- 
et, Compleat and Univerſal Conqueſt of -it, till he 
can truly fay with our Bleſſed Lord, obs 14. 30. , 7 
- Prince of this World hath nothing in me, Which can- 
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about with.us Laſts, ang; 
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. þ and be ready to y to deveine and berray us, thou 
never to.regain their Empire and Sov tys. a 
reaſon is ſignificantly given by the ame — poltle, 

3. 9. ' For his Seed abideth-3n him, and he'cannot 


' "cauſe he is born of God, Indeed he may, and nf 


Sin as long as he hath fleſh about him. 1 fob» 1. 8, if 
we ſay we have no fn, we deceivg onr ſelves, and the! truth 3s 
net" 3n #7, .; But although we have kia Rill abiding in us, 
and lie he Bak in. a Bowl, warping us tothe World, 

yet RES _—_— Principle 0. the of * God, 
LQrid, Fays eep<its ground, its and ten- 
dency towards Heaven, 26a wears Out, W waſtes and 
cn; th ſubdues the contrary tendency of fin, and 


| 8 "The Perſon exerciſing this at of ViRory and 
Conqueſt, he that 1 is Born of God, All Men, by Na- 
ray ay He $ad in ſome ſenſe, to be born of God 3 
aps 5 th letellsthe Athenian, Acts 17.18. We are all 7 
Bur inthis Place, eticavagy Birth is a 
ſecond, a upervenient Birth from God; and hence it 
ed Regeneration, the New Birth, Bitth of the Wa-_ 
- and che Spirit, Birth of che Spirit, the Formation 
of Chriſt in the Soul; and the Creature ſo new born 


 ſiiledthe New Creature, the New Man, perm ot | 


the Divine Nature, born not of the Will of Man, nor : 
ill of the Fleſh, bur born of the Will of God. 


| And theſe, and the like Expreſſions re ogarative, 
and ſeem. to carry Ns a double analogy : Fir 


the firſt Creation of Mankind and ſecondly, to the 
their firſt Crea- 


= dinary Generation of Mankind ſince 
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'  " the holy Word thatthe- firſbman was the-root of all 


ſcription of the glorious God,' came to be a common 
Head, Root, and Parent of as many as are United unto-. 
him by Faith, Love, and Imitation, and” to inftamp 
- anew upon them that loſt and decayed ay of God ; 
who thereby put on the New man, #hich after God is 
Created in Righteonſneſs and true Holineſs, Ephel. 4. 24. 
and fo becoming a New creature, 2 Cor, 5.17, Galat, + 
5. 6, renewed in Knowledge after the image of him 
that created him, Co/eſf. 3. 10. they teceive' a new il | 
ſtamp and impreſſion from this great exemplar Chriſt--ſ - 
Jeſus the true of the inviſible God. 2. The fe- 
. cond analogy is to the ordinary Generation of Mankind; . 
wherein 2s 2 little, but powerful, vital principle, which 
we call che Soul;forms and moulds the favs: accordingto | 
| I Le of man in all his lineaments me pros 
portions, and never gives over its operation till it 
compleared that bodily mals into its full complement of - 
parts, and afterwards gradually augments and. perfect ' 
3t in hisOrgans and faculties: So by a Viral Principle . 
© derived from God, through Chriſt, inco the Soul, the -:; 
fame js moulded , ' faſhioned , formed, increaſed and / 
' perfected according to-this new Principle of Life i 
which is uſually called Grace : Whereby -it comes to '- 
'; paſs (that) as. the Soul is the Vital and conforming 
_ - Principle of the Body, ſo this Grace is the very life, 
"me and conforming Principle of the Seul: And 
e chis formative Principle istalled the Life Rn 
ly 
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to his Will, depth- 
creed into all-che cortt- 

- municable relations that Chriſt himſelf had, and i "t- 
veſts them in tis communicable privi- © ' 

ledges: If-he be a Son of God by Na- + By Adoption, 
are they by * interpretation 5 is fri, 8 | 
Heir of Heaven ? ſo are they co- - ,;,, Natare, 


arethey; is he an heir of Glory? ſo 
T2 ve principle 8. performedby x (end rc: 
pr a ſeminalprinc; 
leaſt as rhe inſtrurnene of its activity) deri _ 
- roms t5 ({o the analogy holds here: we! _ 
inal Principle in this conformation, and both . 1:2" 
how Chriſt our 'Head 3 viz. one External, 
- Internal. s. The External ſeminal eng os 
ord\and Meſlage of the Divine Doctrine 
and Holy Life, fingular Love of Chriftandof 
through him to mankind, whereby we underſtand 
he: would have us do, the dangerif wedo other. Þ 
3 the'Blefled Reward of Obedience, the greaten- 1 
| Bit of the Love of God in fending his Son'to — ' 
ie*for- us, the 'plain, familiar, eafie wa is of attetning "+. 
atnple than by Preept he ae We bas py == 
| , me YYor its to US2 
Mecknets Obod his holy Converſation,' his Humility, 
Obedic Goodnels: And 
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"this — wicWſegramonl ems 
: conforment Williald Liver thertnaes-r : and thetefc 

ic is called the Incorruptible Seed of the'Word of f ol 
whereby we are bor again, 1 Per. x. Z3o %+ "The-ws 


ternal Seed is that Spirit of Grace ſent our-from C - 
| ow aquickning lively Power to the 


wordandro the ſoul, whereby it makes ic effectual- tc 
x5 end,- and ereiore "_ T7 Pow 
Er, a it': and this; not by 
w io ſtance or ſubſtantial nature, which-before 
| not, but by- its lively, yet ſecret operations; 
changing and mp mage there to the Imageof hi wry 
W pirit it is,-'and Wes eftica OF 
£0 that other Seed of the Word, as the 'Sen doth 
£0- the 'Semina] Principles of Vegerables- and , 


mals 
II, Touching the 7% which this Vitor F 
I and ye = de it is the World: which 1 
£comprehends in ry cone mp double World; the World 
within Te Soong the World without us. 
: By . d within = kw may chereorebe 
inci this re 
on — phe ce is andere ; -which 


| 5] for themoltpaethe a upon whuch it fixeth; the 
fern on upon wi 


 Whichit _— and exexciſeth. wy hence it is, th 
the Apoltle St, 7okn divides the world without vs | 
a5 rs; FOR within. us, A age Ny Ie ” 
, : fleſh, t t , and t 1 John' 
TS 26. The World tha or, —_ 
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of | notfimply-in > da Chnbern 
nay bing righ placed, and'duly ordered and regu- 
lated ble - tro-excellent - ends 
anduſess. daralchs ſimply in themſelves they are 
not —_—_ a Chriſtians Victory : Bur then they 
become ſuch when they becomethe World inthe Text, 
and that is principally in theſe Caſes. x. When they 
are miſplace 4 | 3c + che things we ſhould 
; things we ſhould fear, rejoyce in that 
_ &c. Or & converſe, I. Aohrew Arts 
| _—_— or ſhy _ their EE Proper 3 which 
comes to paſs, when about which we 
may exerciſe our _— lawfully , Rene that 
meaſure. or proportion that is due to them. For in- © 
Nance, I ma —_ love acampetency of worldly 
ſubliten in this, That I love it too 
cory eel remans the worth thatis truly in'ic: I may 
ir he wich him that injures me,- but I ex- 
.ceed-in ure, or degree, : ny or on. 
91 Eonlanck wr wt Fg 3- When m 
Pulions are os wot atted ho ages # as ought to be : All 
te of our ire a proportionate - 
degree of our' Paſſions 3 Ons PPD infi- 
nite, my affections: may. err in being 100 rewi/7, but not 
- In theexceſs : I cannot love God too much, for I-am 
e0love him with-all my mi 3 bur 1 may love-him 
roo little, and then en py 10a'errs: I cannac hate 
a/feo much, - becauſe I cannot love God coo-much, 
bur I may hate it too lictle. 4. When m my Aﬀections 
; © or Paſſions are acted unſeaſonably, co in reſj of | 
the competition between ar ag ſeveral values: I -' 
&- eg nay , roaſt love my 3 bur if Love my 
| ather- 
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are S and properly our own. There are a-ſort- 
artificial Pictures, that if .a'man look - upon -them one 
way, they zepreſgat ſome beautiful comely perſqn but 
if-we. 200% ypon.them ; another way, they repreſenc 
ſome deformed or,mis-ſhapen Monſters Our mw par- 
fiality, to our ſelves prompts us to look the pi- 
Qureof pur lives an > kgs in that poſition or po« 
ee aq renders ——_— aq wo virtunss 
gnd we have ſeldom tience 'to-look ppon it; -in 
= potion. that may render our Deformities and Vi. 
Ek we give our ſelves the denomigati- 
| gc dy Good and Virmous, -and-either do 
or do. not confider our awn-failings-and 
Gefechs.! It we did as yell conſider ourfins which we * 
commit, 2s the guries. which we perform ;-and-if in 
= .confideration of our duties, we Fon but pager 
ow -muc mores QUNESE omit we perform 
inthe dut perform, if w Gi comics bow 


ach dradnel —_ wn oy hypocrifze, vain-glory, ſelf: 
| erking andorher ie hat ſome ingred lients: Were Ting 
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- yet. nat exterminate them from Heaven :” ' 
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fer or or MTN, 3 the former, namely, a private per- 
humility muſt teach him compaſhon;charitablene(s, 
grneves 5 bur the. larter;' being intruſted {ra pablick 
ion or Office, doth a/terins vices agere,his perſo- 
-nal humility, as a private _ muſt reach himco-be 
remiſs or unfaichful i n the 
exerciſe of ho Office. 
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Proud; which is this; The Great God made all things. 


een mn fa 


- Ir*the World: for two Ends : © viz. 1. Thereby 
to communicate | his own - diffafive 


and 
Beneficence; and principally forthe Glory of hisowit : 


Greatneſs, Wiſdom , Power, and Majeſty ; - —_— 


he receives-rio addition of Happineſs bythe 
retufn of (Eng his Creatures, yer it is a thi 
he'values, hisGlory he will notigive to another's 

ie-is/unbecoming the Excellency of his Majeſty to: re 
| ed'in his End. Glory is out: of its'place; 
when it is'not'return'd to the God of Glory,or inor 


£0:him;. It is the natural, as well as the reaſoiiable, | ; 
Tribute of all his Creatures, and a kind of properRet F 
' AeRion of the Bounty and Splendor of all Proud may) 5 


umothe God that made them. © Now the 
'uſurps thac Glory which is due to-his Maker ;- 


« « takes it to himſelf ; intercepts that due and rizraral re. 


tarn and refletien due unto the Creator of all chings; 


eakes-thar tribure that is due to'God, and applies it to. 
—_ ; A av out of its ace andnatura! courls; }- 

onld hold rowards'the glorious God, &the - 
rw to to the'Sea : And this uſurpation; a5 it"is 4 


kind of Rebellion againſt God, ſo- it invers ' and dif: 
orders the 'true'and' juſt naturdl courſe of things 3-and 
therefore as che proud man herein walks contrary: to 
God, ſo God*walks contrary 'to him : They tur - hs: 
WO "M6... F will honour; they - that deſpiſe me, [hall 
lightly eftcemed -' 1 Sain. 2, 30. And as this 15'4 


hu: le a& of Divine: Juſtice-, ſo there ſeem two. 


"things; that every upon an account of natural cohgrui- 
hs muſt needs make the condition of aproud ute 


and: unhappy, in; relation to- ty: Godt. 
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the ſenſe their" bebe gry Learning, i8:was 
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the world knew not —_ it pleaſed bim by the foolifhneſt 
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: 5 ws read ordinarily cifdaineth'and ee 
other Wiſdom burhis own, and all other otter 'u 
- ich as ſhits with his own Wiſdom: Hg OREN 
Glorious God moſt commotily crefſeth EEprolray 
ki, 'of leaves him to-the headineſs and miſtty' of his 
Y own councels, and to ear'the bitter fruit'of his'own 
Hs -and' folly, For; \whatevet the blind ' tin of 
tray the actions of Men and theit ſucceſſes 
- geunder the 'Regirnent of the'Divine Wilt and Pro- 
nidence3/andir'is no wonder if ke, that inviſibly go- 
"yerns'the Everits of the Wotld; take the wiſe in their 
. own craftineſs, and mingles giddinefs and oe one 
| mn in their councels, and breaks the thread of al 
-conerivances3 for he hath a thouſand ' wal wb be 1 
md facility toi do 'it. We thay every 
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all intervention quite ſhatters; and Fm orders; "and 
= the moſt policick, ſubtil , ſecret , and well 
hi ns in the» World: Hothat”in one moment a 
iti | unexpected occurrence wholly breaks in 
\þ. piect nies oi of Men laid together with Jong-delibee 
K and forecaſt 3 with hageproſþect andprecaution 
6b difficulties 3*with great reſerves and preparations 
= all imagintble obſtacles with all the adyat« 
es of ſecrecy RY power, contibination of parties; con-: 
n/and/ c tion of ſubſidiary aids ; and yer- 

Trof accident cracks in fuhdet, and' - 
all ro ſhivers rhe whole” elaborate Aſdachines fo 
rin 2 momenr'the ſhivers thereof lie all broken 20d 
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dr Aboighty God, and commits him 
o-1 foe oy nets Direction, and 
rength Jy or Cook, any Man. or thing, that =Y | 
Ron deriency, 0 I 
| n; may; 1 engthn to num; ay. 
Tag is nfs Good and Perfect, fo heig_ 
C iF-I may uſe; the expreſſion ) moſt naturally Con 
wunative of i ir, to. any that: feek unto him: for ie in 
 - humility and fincericy;\ The Air doth. 
Fr Ancnl not more naturally yield ro - ous attras . 
_ L, & (e&, ion: in reſpiration , or to inſinuate* it 
Hans wins F: ſelf inco- "thoſe ſpaces that are [rhe 
crcanfuſe of, & tive; of it, GRE the Divine Afﬀiltance, 
qui; trahere Guidance; and turn pat'y 7 | 
lt fo ſe ingerit,,, Deſires <-> Exigences and Wants 
Arr] onnf fe. 28: humble. Soul ,} ſenſible of: is own 
rot 20ers... Emptineſand deficiency, and-1 


- .-.,..*.. of the-moſt Wiſe and Boyariful 
can call wy own Baperience tO: wit neſs, ha even iy 


my whole. wh L was- never Sn of the: beth } 


=O 


SS» Wliraca..ccca cette... a: tl 


ns pg” op 


h mma 


my. 0 
ro tire my Tie or 
my: Life, I have. with, 
the ſecrec Dire tionand- ung and | 
and Providence: And I-darechereiniappetl roche! | 
vigilant and ſtrict obſervation of any. mans: Experience; | 
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on:161the 'tiamble Man himpulf, as WP theſe 
enfurngy/Conlideracions, - ©:f: + > 214, 4 
'+ 1. Humility keeps che. Soul TI Divas ad 
Tranquittry-j The wrath is, har «che ſtorms ahd4'tem- 
| Sera yg rar one nn je 
£ i withone-ts,, abftom"t 

| darpey mace rl oa fra or 
of rnpharyrar heine(s; AR &tch& VHeNan filys, 
"Prov. 1921203496 mother; of -Conencion, . ae 'tlize 
;oricbiq che” .very;. Soul. it ſelf 5 as without” it" 19-thrar 
which blows hath 9 pr of Anger, atd ind. Aenbe 
-ad Envy, and: 'Harred, and: i tng + 
; Gon, Vairi glory.; > and from: henes it ivgrhar he | 

do'rage; and five}}, andout ofnerupon'anether 
= the Sea j age or iro 2 -ftoxm+ hes fob it » 
: *9Porr any or *d Or y 
- gpon: 2 Many makes hin vex neſt ergo deny 
that he nar leifore ſcarcs for of quiet:; or 
nou yr; wh Whas isit thac makes Nin jaboey 
2 rypiruy Mans ; thar takes hinvhar 
d crivy. another chac-hath << Gras greater dignity 
og that makes his chonghts and endeavours 
m__ ro begreater' of richer than othes4 
{ - \Yer hath: attained nor reſting in it; bat 
Gill aſpiring; ger: 5. char fills him with ſears; and'cor> 
ring cares; ſhould eicher mis what. he aims ar; 
'ax-loſe whacbe harly atcained ; that fills hifi witty ce- 
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ures in the minds of Men, All theſe are I 
_y reſolvable- into*this curſed: diſtemper of Þ 
ghtinefs of Mind nerve por Dull, l- 


£10any that ill bue rrace backeheſediſor. | * 


en unto- root and original 'Y 
| fore, the ſtate of ſuch a Man's mind 4 mal needbeme 
'vellous. diforderly and unh Wy 

- But-hanuliry this eaſe. 'P 

M's \ Jes the Paſhons.cool, ho = 


hurly _ Y. "Id hoo that thoſe "1 abt conte met- with 
out the Divine Commiſſion, or at leaſt Permiſſion; and ſhall 
1 mat. quietly ſwbmit to. the: Will. of 'myr; great Sooercigy 
Lord, -t0- #7 T owe my ſelf, and whoſe: Will 1 pray s- 
maj be done? It On DG IIEY" whe WL ig dah | 
Humility -in David, whenz-to-add to.:his prefent fad F- 
. condition,: Shime; ouſed kimiſo drape nd F 
he had po wer and opporcunity: mages of a 
- yet he, Fogd it, for -1t;1pay; rent nas bid Ss» || - 
mei to. curſe David ,-2:Sem; 16..10c o Again, 22. hat | 
am I, that Imnſk net becriſſed; or reroaied. ramen: 
ed , or diſappointed ?.. Mas ,, 8. por weak. ful. an; 11 
' cannot be made lower in the. eſteem of the. War{d:;.i\than. T. am 
in my 'own. If the World reproach me, ſpoil. me. ef what 
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by aproole hanges: to *; me bear patiently -evin 4 
3 falſe aceuſations, and they cannot make me more low. and 
$4 inthe. eftcem of others, than 7 am in "my" own Ang 
s Humility breaks and quenches the Paſſions, and 
the Mind fedate and undifturbed underall exter- 
ions But co deſcend to particylars/ more 
hr "Humility gives Contentation in any Condition or 
-; Jl And the reaſon is, becaufe 'an humble Mind 
| 'neyer above that Station'or Condition of life that the: 
Divine Providence orders, but rather under. of below 
It, or at the moſt holds pace with it. When the-Mind 
runs beyond the condition of 'a Man, it is like a ſpend- 
| | + , that lives beyond his eſtate; and therefore” be- 
3 gms. neceſſarily poor, and never enjoys what he hath, b 
' ſe it buſies it ſelf evermore in an anxioqs porſuir Y 
8 of what it hath not: And that mind; that in relation - ©® 
'to the. things of the World, runs beyond i its Ration, - v4 
'Can never be contented nor quietz and though heattain 
"this year, what he anxiouſly purſued the laſt year, yet 
: is Mind will be running farther ſtill, and nel] ag 
»# cqueſts, as the fore-wheel of the Coak”- will 
3 phnſ ore the binder Whegl: Buc an humbleman 
-3s.ever-contented wich what the Divine Providenceand, 
Honeſt Induſtry allors him, and enjoys it comfortably 
and thankfully, and can x down with a narrow For- 
une, with this contencing contemplation, That which. 
IF bave is gives by the Bountiful God of Liberality, not of _ 
"Debt ;, 5f Thad leſs, it were more than Iconuld deſerve : For' © 
'T cas with Jacob. ſay, Ont of the ſenſe of *my own unworthi. . * 7 
#eſs, I am leſt cited al bis _— Spleh rherg- 
206 his Name. 
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Lord of. Saratung Garth, whom he 
Gy” 


4 dr pea z at of Neceiey which his 
| | ET bar.as.an act of Choice, of Prudence, be- 
| m—_— Will of his Maker is wiſer than his own, and 
eligible chan his owns and therefore he makes 
"the \ Will pane nambngoos Choice, and uponthe 
Account of true judgment. conclndes thar whatſoever 
a Powerfal and Irreſiſtable, the moſt Wite and 
radent, the moſt Juſt and Merciful Will of God ap» 
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pede ke _— E 
fully comports: Divine Will-wwthe'toleration. Þ} ' rt 
of them; . and was 671 'All-ſufficiency-and Good- F 2 
nels in-his dae time, "ene to-remove cthetn, or to ſupe. 1 
pore himvunder them, --- -{:1s... FF 2 
\ 4 Humility ives great. | Moderation / Sobriety and Ih 
Pl Haxcy 10 the fulleſt enjoyments of Te! Felicuy. {} | 
of any kind. whatſoever: ' *There is a ſtrange Witch- Y., 
craft in proſperity to:rdba:Man of Innocence : How J*1 
- many in-the/Worldhave | in' my time ſeen, thatunder #: 
the greateſt preffures of 'crofſes and calamiries, of po- } ©: 
verty and "reproach; have” kept their” Conſciences; Air, : 
_ and«clean,/ their Innocence, Tntegrity, Piety and Good- IF 1 
neſs within them, and abourthem, that yet by:the warnr Þ} © f 
beams and/funſhine of external proſperity have caſt off | « 
their Innocence, as the'Traveller did his Cloak'in the Ft 
Fable, -made ſhipwrack- of their Conſciences, and be- F *1 
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came asgreat Oppreſlors, as Diſorderly and 'Debauch-.F- 
edivers, as proud andinſ(olent, and perfe&t ord 7 3p, 
as if they tmd never heard of a Heaven or Hell; of a'F + 
God ora Redeemer, ' or'ofa Judgment to come ? 'True: £5 
Humility” is:4- great' Guard upon the Soul of a -Man Þ -- 
againſt theſe Rocks and hazards. .An humble man looks 
-bpon all -his Plenty and Proſperity, not as his own, / or - 
the reward of his deſerr, bat as the depoſtzm of the 
Great Maſter of the Family' of - Heaven and Earth, 

' Talents enrufted to him'as a Steward, and ari Accomp- 

tant to-employ for his Maſters uſe, ſervice;ahd honour, 

not for his -own-grandeur' or pleaſure 3 he conſiders 

the more he hath; the adn is his 'Accompt, and the 
greater his: Charge,/a in it-finds no matter to' ad- | 
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pon” his Humilicy: 'For worldly grandeur. ſecretly. 7 
* feals away that Virtue, or impairs it. ſooner than any *; 
- other. © Pride is a kind of ſhadow; or rather a Dev, 5p 
- that ordinarily haunts and: aver <5 upon: worldly great- or 
par: and proſperity 3. _ therefore he k wor a —_ x 
| [5 on over his heart, and watches narrow! = 
ooming or bloſſoming of Worldly-mi _ oe 
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n $  ſellingsof Vain-glory, Pride, Self-applauſe, and choſe 
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other vermin that commonly breed in the Soul, by the 

1 | - warm influences of Proſperity : And he. ſuffers 

e | - theſe unclean Birds torooſt orreſt in his Soul; checks 

1, #. and reje&s the very firſt motions of them, and cruſhes n 

> | theſe Viperous Eggs in the very firſt appearance: Arid _ - 

7, | - toprevent the very farſt opp-:* nities/ of their produ- 

s | | tion, he watcheth himſelf uy n all occaſions ; ſeri- 

e | ouflyrefletsupon the danger 1. is in carefully tries 
"+: Frery emergent Thought, Word, and Action, whether 
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' any the leaſt g joy? Is it not the meer bounty 'of my 
© Maker ? vs ms s 1 foreſee _— thing, if they 
© hhaue we hte, to ave me more then'T deſarve 3, if 


they 

be ſuch as menace the loſt of that alſo, Ft they eauues take 
- away my inmgente, my Sntogring, #9 ace with God aud 
- with wy ſelf ; audit is an admir that tbe God 

| of beaver hath preſerued that to ” and accepes this little 
| poor [mall good that be finds, o rather makes in we, ſq a1'to 

; --ragiga with his fovonr 4nd accepration and prare with 


ny, EFT, when. I look, upon that which Todf ah thine: 
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particle what Teal ions ant Hei w6h 6 MS, 
"fate: wr 'p + to me't 'that is p Edo tne | 
wine, with prace and favourable acceptance 3, andas ow}. 
3s pleaſes hes teodntiome ty fo me what ingeed- is. his, a. s 
L SCE? It 4s if it were mm own, what reaſon have. L. pony: Fr 
the fs of all things elſe, even life it ſelf > fince ſtill T'enj 
inach more than I-deferve, and which no Man 'or Devil, w'Þ} ; 
Calamity or Dlagiy: In A not Death it ſelf can deprive me 2H 
of ?” and thus far of the Advantages of Cys in relation! 'D 


ro na ff 
advantage of Humility ts chlerios' ts ahori I: 
is of two kinds; 1. The advantage the humble man,y* 
doth to othets'; 2. The advantage ich the humble” by 
mi receives from others upon the account, of his hy” W 
I 4 
T. As tothe former of cheſe ; as may. ealily Lf i. 
what Good an'Humble Man brings to mank a © 
conmeoing che Evil that Pride or a Proud Man bring- - 
eth thereunto; - If a man duly confiders moſt of the | 
miſchiefs that happen ro mankind and follow them to 
eheir Original, he ſhall find that the moſt of them owe 
their Otiginal'to this. Root. Let a man but look abroad- 
2J in the world, he'ſhall finda ſort of evil Spirirs or Fu- |: 
I nes'int, : that fill it with infinite diſorders and miſery ; 
BS For: inſtance , 'Atheiſm, Hatred, Strife ie, Contention, | 
E-. Wars, diſpatagin Powers, Herefies , ADains, 
+=. wag; Comp Perſecution, I; nb Slan- 
| _ "Oonterape, Uncharicableneſs, Cenſo- 
; GO 6, and: a thouſand more ſiich deviliſh Furies 
' . - . charfilſthe Worldwith blood, and confuſion, anddif 
7 on And now let us but trace thoſe or and thoſe 
their Original, we ſhall find that for the moſt part 
Pride is that Pandora's Box, 'out of Wnechthey thop ring 
andiffne. Let us rake an eflithare of ſome | 
Acheiſm, thatCats in ſunder all” the bonds cf Religion, 
| Goveramedt, and Society, whence "comes it? oarey 


: IE ys IJ $ _ EY, 4 % A Cs Ee 
0 p 4 I i po 4, Fr HR : re, SS 2 ae LE > : ice. Sa ol -- 
\ Ws. CP hes Js: > ya wg bk be wn l G 4 NE + #»; 0 a Pl "- S £ * avs.) on. OE, þ 
4 : p Ar > N y a. Y % a , y F bu 
"' | os Yap Oe hs ERC. by + ">, © 
t "90 Wa , *, , - T +4 4 * F 
<a @ wr © £3 , on 703 kf : x | «S.-1F_. 


tO 


Sp % 


j i BA 72, Hs "*y 
% V i od o 
OO EEE. ..4 ntl Pt. z+4c o£-a was 


wn 4 
. Fo A 
+ ha 


1 
»; 
]- 


"Wraqus | Mo 
| NE oAd the-/Bei Edo eg od. . 
Rr Et ©, Dies yan rents 5 TS 
Tn IT ag ainſt a | oft 1 
ror che ſame root of Prid | 


perion t think their ow . illand Luſtsm 
[vs contouttble rile-<Fiat! rheir.aRions) 
F Wars, there's r 


"8 I War beeween P; | 
oh 5 ates, bur either of wty: ox at leaſt of one- FH 
-;Pric e and defireof Domination is thetruerootand cauſe 


over oanalates with yoke 


: 
ug 


and SET of what they 


able, poor inevident'trifle 
en aged, as if Heaver wereat 
on it : wy: om hence matiy times'come- Herefies; 
\Men pretending to-greataefs of Wit and Learn- 
in 


bur in truth ofa and ungovernable - 
[=== {core: e of van glory an EEE 
ſome: conceived affront ot res che” 
* Ontodox, fer up far br nh 


- and begih a:Scheme of Religion of pre wn devine 


| Fom:the ſame Root «comes Emy, : Ambi | 

: from'ochers; becariſe:they think all rar on Bearer wo 

their own worth; and that'any geod' that happens _ 
ot 


LY 


patty 


. Ge fr eh 
Wil auri 


© that all BY 
oy ONE 
© bjection , 

thy 0 improved. . Nl 


ys as the is gr and ſeuntign Ao 

« . hare; of c1 oa 

avively trac, If al 

"4 fooled r03t'y this ierver Was 
ch ne expeited 3 as there are Wolots and. Lions) 
gntdigg arc brutes, as well 4s Sheep and. 
Br aes ; 48 there- are Kites; INERTES, 

e: any Bir: & well as Doves, . and: arher 51+ 
; fs athong Mew there [, ever bave been ] and 


ever 


Ae > $ 


»—% 
- x pw 
A Y - - 
pf 4; 8 Pos ey MF» RS LORE 
WR = _s <F - 4 P 
—_— . EE ROT 
PI tn Pu), Det - = 
4 PII : *. a, 4 ſl” LES, Is. Tg .: as = 
I 2% —_ I 1 - o 
ES Y 4 LEO. 
. ; þ 4 R 4 *- , 
n " »k 
X +: 
« $2 
% —_< 


men 


»* I 


* 


4 mc ls, * 


Fs TE Madiodee gaik ef ES 
'Þ fit were, but an equal, nxy, 4 leſs number mn 5opn ts 
» 8 abv/ Mare hawks and meek, the World Þ be as 
Her as ever. A vialent Wind coming ont of - one Coaſt, 
id matey the Sea as trombleſome, As if it Cane ont: of |. 
Hei, Secondly, Theſe rb were merk and Home wand 
Lepuſed,: &r common prey 10 alt the ref, and their condition 
befo-much the' worſe in rhe Werld;. by their - 
and Mieknefs, Thrir caſt in tha Wor dwenld be like a fair 
| Gamrfter that a fairly, meeting with 4 Fodor a Cle avinig 
'Y Corefer, he weve. fure to: go by the boſs.” Therefare Snod 
LY rode, the <FHorhber of Viddence, wil be wſed in the: World by 
£7 ſome "ant# way be the greateſt part of Mankind, it is better 
I rats reign qr 16 deal mth thens at Ns ids Þ 
Bf uy, ca be as promd, conſequently as' vidlent, 4s 
| S nd, ( for it is 10rd neGamof the Well) a 
7 a Adv wqrbiarirenbar ; athayweſe'his humility makes 
= | bir caſe worſe: Venteremferendo injuniam i mViItaSNOVArL 
| Þ here the Commreyxis' full of Wolues ont Tygers, itivbetter 
ts bn @Welf: or « Tiger a»well as rhey,. rhe be' a Sy an 
er eantrrager 
* pry pe Objection. 
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Proud Man hath ſubdued bis Prids 
| 62d Anenohyed a wonder; amd and made hi tame, that 


aSword is ſooner - broken/ 


Violence is nor: Groen by the Gentleneſs - and Facility: 
of-che Humble Man, whereby he ſuffers in his own par= 
ticular; yerthere be two advantages that hereby-hap-, 
pen ro th Public blick: iz. 1. Thatthe contention is ſoon 


viz,” It gains a ſecret Compaſſion” 


| to the Hamble Man, that receivesthe injury. 
Mo much Humility, and bears:it'wicth fo much: Pa-: 
tithes'3 and thereby Prideand Qppreſfion become the: 
conumon __ .of 'the general dereftation 3 And the; 
geverality, 0 ——_— ATM: look upon om 2 
Ealts* 


Weary th the B Bowe... byablowaponaCaltionor Pillow __ 
RT OT - thanupog-a Bar of Jron-that” 
reliſts.” uri atf fall out, that:the proud Mans 


beholders-to the injured Humble Many and: 
bam th eli he F of "the injury; 


ED — WE. x _ ur 


againſt che Hamble Froh the iſe Me 
Ir HEBER It is the *tha 
gives \ 


me 
An 
ter 


P £ XZ fY.\ Ty, < 16x 

' Beaſts of Prey, with: hatred and - abliorrence, and en- 
| 2votur means to ſecure: themſelves _ it. 3. A 
F ; advan 45 this;: That: though” entunes hum- 
"and good Men\/ are expoſed to the injuries.of the 


#- 2As to the ſecond, "namely, the Damage and De- 
Þ triment that the” Humble Man: receives in the World, 


04 upon the - very 'accoutit of | his Humility. I avſwer, 
ty Fit, that Detriment -is abundantly recompenſed with 
CI the quiet and” tranquility , and, evenneſs, and; compo- 
1 _ of his'own mind: As a man poſleſicth kis:own 
* } Soul by Patience, fo he doth by Humility , . namely ; 
the compoſednefs, right temper,-and. due Rate, of; his 
own Mind, which no proud, or -yiolent, or impatient 
Min doth or can. But ſecondly , It is moſt certain , 
that. though an Humble Man may upon. the.'yery, {core 
Oe miley and Meekneſs, receive a -bruſh in the 
World ; yet at thelong run he gains advantage there- , 
by; even” in:this- preſent life. , When I fiſt read: the | 
ing of our. Saviour , Matth. 5. Bleſſed are thz +meek, 
for - they ſhall inherit the Earth ; T looked upon it: as. a 
miter. Paradox;"if applied to the comforts of this life ? 
and therefore thought it muſt be meerly,:and only in- 
tended © of that New Heaven and new Earth whetcia | 
, 132 dwelleth 
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dwelleths Righteouſneſs ; '2-Pe. 3+ 13; but -upon. deeper 
conſideration I found it, in: a great meaſure, . true alſy, 
of the former. For;-1. It is moſt certain, that no, 
proud*Man is truly loved by any but himſelf; but, f, 
far as 'relates- to his'Pride, ;every Man hates him. 'One 
proud Man perfe&tly- hates another;,; and - Jooks upon 
him as' his Enemy 3 and.'thoſe very -Ations of Pride 
that "his own ſetf-love makes him. apptove,'or at leaſt, 
allow in himſelf , he ſcorns , deri 
another, And though an: Humble Man hath a, common, 


love to every. Man , es op ,.or_otherwile vis; 


cious,; as being one of Man yet in relation to his, 
Pride he loves him not-, nor approves.:  ; That very; 
Conſideration therefore, that: renders a;Proud Man has 
ted",- or not loved, | renders an Humble Man loved: 


Or approved : yea, and by the very Proud, Man him-; 


ſelf ; for he looks upon. him as no obſtacle or umpedi- 
meat to the attaining of / his ends, as one that is inju- 
rious to' none, beneticent to all, gentle, and one that: 
ſtands not in his way, 'giving all due reſpe&, honour,, 
and "deference ſuitable: to his place and dignity 3 he: 
wiſheth all the World” were ſuch 'as he, except himſelf, 
and therefore he reſpets and tenders. -him ; yea, and 
we ſhall by daily experience fee in-the World, That if* 
one Proud Man injure. or; oppreſs an Humble Man, it 
is a thouſand to one'another undertakes his Patronage, 
Defence and Vindication, and very oftentimes is a 
means of his ProteRion and Deliverance.. 2. But far- 
ther, Tt is a certain and: experienced Truth , That Vir- 
tue and-Goodneſs, eſpecially , that of Humility, hath / 
a ſecret ' party and intereſt even in the worſt of Men;;/ 
and Met: ſecretly love, or , at leaſt, approve it in ano- | 
ther; though they practiſe it not themſelves 3 for Vir-, 
tue, oddpels, and Humility, hath a ſecret . congruity 
to the tre and genuine frame of the Humane Naturczand , 
though Mens Luſts and Paſſions may, in'a great meaſure; 
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Of Humi{tty. ,"I63 
Eure the aqulonancy to it, they can never extinguiſh 
is, f, br the:Mind. and Conſcience, will give a ſecret ſuf- 
frngs $0.16. reever it finds it.'- 3. 1t is a thing obſer- 
wh, Mere the generality .of Mankind abound 
Wit wy }Intemperance , Injuttice, and almoſt all 
nds of yitious; Dilpolitions 3 yea, though the beſt of 
en; are..not.' without the irruptions of ſome ,of theſe 
iſtempers z and though it maſt needs be,” that where 
Sees is the.greateſt number, "there is, the oreateſt exter- 
nal force, ei __ to make ſuch Laws as they pleaſe, or 
to make Fic Goyernours as may be ſuitable to their dif 
fi tion yet it is rare, and a very prodigy to find any 
tion to make Laws in favour of Pride, Ambition, In- 
temperance, Luxury, Oppreſſion, Violence, Injuſtice, &c. 
op: to;chuſe ſuch Magiſtrates or Governours ( where it 
in their choice) as are appparently inclinable to thoſe 
' Þ Vices'; but- in; their choice of, Laws they chuſe ſuch, as 
- | may rather fuppreſsthoſe Vices, and maintain and in- 
1 courage. Sobriety,/.; Humility, ;; Meeknels , Bencficence z 
by ” things. moſt convenient to Humane Society : and in 


E ' their choice of Govemours, they rather commit the 
f, truſt of themſelves, and their Eftates and Properties , 
d Þ to thoſe hands that they tind Sober, Temperate, Hum- 


it ble, Juſt, thanthoſe that areLooſe, Intemperate, Proud, 
« Ambitious, High minded, Infolent, &c. which is not 
> Honly an Indication, but. even a demonſtration, that 
. __— mens *Paiſions and. Luſts may tranſport them- 
ves into thoſe. vices, yet their Judgments and Princi-"\ 
" Uples are againſt them: And by this means .it comes 
h/ commonly to paſs, that though an humble or a vir- 
3 Stuous Man may meet with juſiles-and rubs from the 
- | Sproud and. infolent; yet at the long run he comes off 
-' vith advantage; becauſe he hath -the greateſt proteftion 
Y md countenance,: not only from the great Soveraign of 
ven and Earth, but alſo of Humane Laws and Go- 
"> Iernours, which, next under God, is the greateſt pro- 
© Ts | M 2 tection 
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164 Of Humility. _ oy 
teAion that can be imagined in this World, -which 'very 
commonly makes good,” even ad literam, theGying of our 
Saviour, "The meek, ſhall zhherit the Earth ';/ and the fayin 
of the Wiſe man, _Prov.' 18. 12. Before bother is bumiltty ; 
and Prov. 16. 19. Better is it to be 'of | an bumble ſpirit with 
the\lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud; Prov. 22. 4, 
By Humility and the Fear 'of the Lord, are Riches; and Honow, 
and Life. - Theſe and the" like ſentences;- as they pro- 
ceeded ' from the wiſeſt of meer Men' ; fo they ' were not 
ſpoken at a venture, but upon ſound deliberation; judg- 
ment and experience, and from the trite Nature and Cir 
cumſtances of things. E271 09 
And now the true conſideration and-digeſtion of what 
hath been ſaid , as it affords excellent'and' effectual Mw 
tives to the following of this Virtue of Humility, /ſo they 
contain excellent Means to attain it z beeauſe they thay 
put Men upon due conſideration, and: deſcending-unto 
themſelves; the want of which is the only or principal 
ciuſe of Pride : For fo much of Pride 'as iiny Man hath; 
ſo much of Folly, Inadvercence,' and” Inconfiderateneſs 
he hath; and true Humility on the other ſide,” is a kind of, 
neceflary reſult of wiſe and deliberate ard attentive Con- 
EN, {1ideration. | | 
#: Yet ſome things I ſhall add as Mears naturally and im- 
. mediately conducing to the- ingenerating and improving | 0' 
this Virtue in the mind of Men : | tt 
1, Conſider, That whatſoever good thou haſt, which may |} ' vi 
occaſion elation of mind; is but what thou baſt received from tl 
the free bounty and goodneſs of thy Maker. What baſt thou; Þ ill 
which thow haſt not received ? | | 
2. Conſider, That the good that thou haſt fo received, + 
thou haſt not received as an abſolute Proprietor , - but 
ouly as a Steward to improve to the Lords uſe; and Ni 
#he more thou haſt of any juch good, ' the ' greater is thy} it 
account ; * Whether it be of Wit, of Wiſdom , of Learn-p «i 
ing, of Hohour, of Power, of Wealth. If thouſp 
| | art 
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Of Humility, 165 
art 2 Receiver ,, a Treaſuger, a Bailiff, a Steward of | 
4bother” Man;and® perchance upon. that account haſt a 
great Treaſure of Wealth or Money in thy hands, thou 

| indeed ' great occafion - of Care: and Vigilance, and 
ind CircumſpeRtion ; to . husband well and 
faithfully, ' and to keep thy accounts fair and eyen ;-but 
0 'cauſe to'make thee proud. ' Tt is indeed thy burden, 
rather than benefit” or advantage ; td. whom much is gi- 
ven, of him much ſhall be required. Be humble therefore, 
thou wilt perform thy truſt the berter ; for thou art but 
an'Accomptant, a Steward, the'Depoſitce of what thou 
haft received. * © | 
* 3. Confider, What it is thou prideft thy ſelf in, and ex- 
amine well the nature of the things themſelves, how little and 
inconſiderable they are, or at leaſt, how uncertain and unſtable 


they are. Every age, every Complexion, every Condi- 
tion and Circumſtance of life commonly afford to incon- 
fiderate Souls, ſome little temptation to Pride and Va- 


nity ; which. yet, if Men did well weigh and conſider, 
they would appear to be but little bubbles, that would 
quickly break and vaniſh, 


- ” Thou haſt fine pay Cloaths, and this makes Children 


and young Men and Women proud, even to admiration : 
But thou art not half ſo hne and gay as the Peacock, 
Ofſtridge, or Parrot'z nor is thy bravery fo much thine 
own, as theirs is; but it is borrowed from the Silk-worm, 


- the Golden Mines, the induſtry of the Embroderer, Wea- 
| ver, Taylor ; and itis no part of thy ſelf. And haſt thou 


the patience to ſuffer thy ſelf to be abuſcd into this child- 
iſh pitiful fooliſh pride ? | 
Thou: haſt it may be Wealth , ſtore of Money, but 


TT much of it is of uſe to thee ? That which thow 


endeſt, is gone 3; that which thou keepeſt, is as in- 


p ſigniticant as ſo'much dirt or clay ; only thy care about 


it makes thy' life the more uneafie : Beſides, the more 


thou haſt, the more thou art the mark of other Mens' 


M 3 + rapine 
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al, Ie is a thoyſdnd to one thou 
{ealt] Thy Grave 'or if thou A 
thou canſt not carry.it_ farther, but ave. he, may be to 
a Fool or Prodigal, And , why art.thou, proud of ;that 
which is of no great uſe to thee: while thou haſt it ; and 
commonly the faſter thqu thinkeſt to-hold. it,, the ſooner 


=— - 
Rapine, Envy, and $ 
carriett not thy 


it is loſt, like him that gripes Calice,Sand..in, his Filt. 
Thou haſt | Honowr,; art \dece! 

haſt it not, he hath it that gives. it, thee, and which he 
may detain from thee at pleaſure, The reſpe,. and ho» 
nour, and efteem thou haſt, depends upon the pleaſure 
of kim that gives. it. Again, how. brittle and feeble a 
thing, is | Honour, Efteem, and Reputation :, A falſe ca- 
lumnny well and conhdently broached, is able many tunes 


to give.it an irrecoverable ſhock. The diſpleaſure of the |! 


Prince, or a greater Man than:thy. ſelf, makes thy Sun 
ſct in a Cloud 3 and a popular. jealouſie, / imputation, 
or miſrepreſentation, in a momient daſheth the Applauſe, 
Glory, ES and Eſteem, that a Man hath been build» 
ing up twenty or thirty years. And how vain. a thing, is 
it to be proud of the breath, either of a Prince or Peo- 
ple, which is theirs to »recal every moment ; Bug ſup- 


poſe it were as fixcd and fiable a reputation and honour, . 


as a Rock of Marble or Adamant, .and that it were the 
belt kind of honour imaginable, namely, the reſult ,of 
thy Virtue and Merit 3 yet ftill it is but a ſhadow, a re- 
flection of that Virtue or Worth, which if thou art 
proud of, thou embaſeft and degradett into vanity and 
olſtentation ; and canſt thou think it reaſonable to. be 
proud of the ſhadow, where thou oughteſtnot to be proud 
of that worth that cauſcth it ? %,. | 
_ Again, Thou haſt *ower, .art in great Place and Au- 
thority z but thou,art miſtaken in this,..the Power. thou 
haſt js not. inherent. :jn, thy ſelf : One of; the mcaneſt of 
thoſe, whom it may - thou oppreſleti, . is inherently as 
powerful as thee, and could, it may be, overmatch thee in 

; : Strength , 


ſeem 3. thou, art .deceived,. thou | 


Sas. 4.4 
©, o SY 
PE 


: _ 


# - 


Cys 
aa vw 03. wn ff 


Of Fiulity. *167 
"Strength, Wit,-or Policy 5: but: :the Power thou, haſt-.is 
-(next-under the Diſpenſation of the Divine Providence) 
ifrom thoſe Men that cither by their Promiſes, Faith, or 
Voluntary 'Affiſtarice have inveſied thee withthis Pow- 
er. This Power is nothing inherent in Thee; but -ic 
depends upon the Fidelity or afliſtance of others, which 
(if they either by Perfidiouſneſs to Thee, or Reliftance 
againſt Thee, or withdrawing their Aſſiſtance to Thee, 
"ſhall call again /home to themſelves, thou art like Samp- 
fon having 'loſt his Locks, - 16. 17s Thy- ftrength 
-will go from thee, and thou wilt become weak, and be like 
"another man. | And how have the Hiſtories of all Ages, 
-and our own experience, ſhewn us by very frequent ex- 
nies, Men unexpectedly, and upon many Moments 
'-and Occurrencies ſeemingly moſt ſmall and inconfidera- 
"ble, been tumbled in a moment from the moſt eminent 
and high degree of Power,-into a moſt deſpiſcd. and 
{deſpicable condition ? Power! hathr very oftentumes, like 
'Fonas his Gourd, been externally fair and fouriſhing, 
when at 'the ſame time there lies a Worm at the Root 
of it unſeen ; but ina moment gnaws aſunder the Roots 
and Fibres of it, and it withers; and for the tmoſt part, 
"the more extenſive and- immenſe Human Power. grows, 
*\the ſooner it falls to pieces, not only by the Divine pro- 
"vidence checking and dejeQting it , but by a kind of - 
natural reſult from' its own exorbitance :and exceſs ; 
'for the'greater 'it is, the. more dithcult it is to manage ; 
it grows top heavy, and the Baſis grows too. narrow and 
* weak for its own burden. Beſides it is: the. common 
«mark of Envy and Diſcontent, which watcheth ſedu- 
ouſly all occaſions to- unhorſe it,- and oftentimes-pre- 
+ vailss When ' power proves--too grievous and: over- 
: burdenſom, it loſeth the end for which it 4s conferred, 
* and makes people defperate and impatient, iEntia': nolant 
"male gubernari. 1f it be' managed with: Prudenceand 
' Moderation, ir is the greatett-Beneft to. Humane | So- 
M 4 city ; 
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- owh, than any of the former:: But yet thou. haſt no cauſe 


- probably this Strength or 'Beauty is not fo, long-lived 
- asthyſclf, no nor as thy- youth 3 a diſcaſe, it may 'be, -is || + 
- this very moment growing upon thee, -that_will ſuddenh }j - 


namely, Wiidom. Folly.and Madncls may be conlitient Þ.,v 
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managed tyrannically and exorbitantly z:it fills the My-| 


| ſer full of fears, the People-full of / rages and: ſeldom || Ac 
- proves _ lived.. © And i what reaſon; ;haft thou -to befj 1 


proud of what is moft certainly thy burden, or thy dan- "th 


Again, Thou haſt, [Strength ,- or -Beawy., or Agilig | th 
of Body. © Indeed. this thou haſt more reaſon; to call thy *vf 


o Pride thy ſelf in it 3-thou.canki not hold it long at beſt, | he 
for Age will decay that Strength-and wither that Beauty, 
aud Death will certainly: put a period to it 3 but yet 


pull down thy Strength, -and raſe thy Beauty, and tur þ+ 
them both into  rottenneſs and loathſomneſs : . Nay, . let Þ; 
any obſerve it that will, that Strength, and that Beauty || ; 4 
that raiſech Pride in the heart, is of-all other ſhorteſt | ;. 
lived, even upon the account of that very Pride : For |. 
the oftentation and vain-glory of Strength puts it forth 
into deſperate and dangerous undertakings, to the ruine }. 
of theowner ; and Pride of Beauty renders the -owner |: 
thereof fond-of the praiſe of it, and to expoſe it to the |: 
view. of others, whereby it becomes a ' temptation to Þ: 
Luſt 'and Intemperance, both to the owner of it, and 
others, and in a little while becomes at once its own ruine, | P 
and ſhame. : FR -: 01 
But-it may be thou haſt it and Judgment, a. quick |, bi 


- and ready Underſtanding, and haſt improved them by |. c: 


great 'Study and Obſervation , in great-and; profound [: a 
Learni This I confeſs, -is much more thy own, than Þ; ve 


 any+of-the former Endowments ; but . moſt certainly, F; n« 


if thou- art proud of any of thele, thou. art not.,yet ar- Þ}.tl: 
rived to the | higheſt improvement of Underſianding, Þ; N 


with 
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of Homiliy, "I 
with a * Ana} nay, aLearned Man, but notwith a. truly 
af And this thy Pride of theſe Endowments or 
Pogue ke "Gl prongunceth and proclaimeth thee a Fool, 
all thy Wit, and all thy Learning, For conſider with 
.thy. felf, I. That thy Wit and Learning. are but pitiful 
-parrow things, in reſpe& of the amplitude of the things 
hat are to be known, Maxima pars eorum que ſcimus, 
mining pars eorum que neſcimus. * Take the moſt Learn- 
'>d Obler ant Philoſopher that ever -was in the World, 
[ never yet was: fully acquainted with the nature of 
thoſe things that are obyious to, ordinrry obſervarion, 
<pB to him; never. was the Man yet, in the World, 
[that could give an accurate account of the nature of a 
'Fly, or a Worm in. its full comprehenſion, no not of a 
'$ ire of Graſs ; much leſs of himſelf, and his nobler 
*Faculties 3 much leſs yet of thoſe glorious Bodies *that. 
gevery day and night obje& themſelves to our view. What 
1a dcal: of Uncertainty, Incvidence, and Contradiction, 
"do we find in the determination of the choiceſt Wits 
: and Men of greateſt Learning, even in things that are 
* obvious and objected in their out-ſide; to all their Senſes ? 
'£0 that the greateſt Knowledge that Men attain to in 
- the things of Nature, is little elſe but a ſpecious piece 
. of Ignorance,dreſſed up with fine words, formal methods, 
1 ; precarious ſuppoſitions, and competent contidence. Con- 
; ider, 2, How brittle and unſtable a thing thy Wits, thy 
"Parts, thy Learning is. Though old Age may retain ſome 
' broken moments of thy Wit and Learning thou once 
"hadſt, yet the floridneſs and vigour-of it muſt then de- 
; Cay and gradually wither, till very old Age make thee 
:a Child again, if thou live to it: But befides that, a Fe- 
;vex. or a Palfie, or an Apoplexy may greatly im air, if 
- not, wholly deface and obliterate thy Learning, deprive 
\ thee of thy Memory , 'of thy Wit and Underſtanding. 
; Never be proud. of ſuch a priviledge or endowment, . 
(WRKAS under the mercy of a Diſeaſe, nay of aDiſtem- | 
per 


170 _ "Of Humtlity. | 
per in thy Blood, an aduſt humour, and riacat 
vapor, a caſual fume of a Mineral, or a fall, whethet 
thou ſhalc hold it or loſe it « 3; But yet farther, mark 
it while thou wilt, ( and it may be thou wilt ſooner per- 
ceive it in another. than in. thy ſelf ) Wit and Learning 
in any Man, never in any caſe receives more foils, more 
diſadvantage, -more- blemiſhes , 'more impairs, than by 
Pride: He that is proud of his own knowledg, is com- 
monly at his on #ltra, and rarely acquires nfore, ſcorng 
inſtruction, and. ſtops the farther advance of his facub 
ties, knowledg or learning, and undervalues, and there- 
fore negle&s, what he might learn from others. Again, 
Pride caſts an Unſcemlineſs, Undecency , and many 
times even a Ridiculouſneſs upon the greateſt Parts and 
Learning : It'is like the dead Fly in the Apothecas 
ries Confeion, that makes the whole unfavory : How 
common and rife is this unhappy Cenſure, that attends 
the commendation of ſuch a Mans Wit and Learning ; 
© Indeed he is a pretty Man, a good Scholar, of hne 
< parts, good underſtanding, but he knows it too well ; 
his Pride , Self-conceitedneſs , Oftentation, Vain-glory, 
ſpoils it all, and renders the Man under the juſt repute 
of a fool, and ridiculous, notwithſtanding all his Clerk- 
ſhip and Learning. But yet farther, Pride by a kind of 
Phyſical and natural Conſequence, very oftentimes robs 
Men, even of that Wit and Learning, wherein they pride 
themſelves, by carrying up into the brain thoſe exalted, 
hot, cholerick humours, and fumes, that break the ſtaple 
and right temper and texture of the Brain, More learn- 
ed Men grow Mad-and Brain-lick with the Pride of that 
Learning they think they have attained , than in the 
purſuit and acquelt of it. Therefore beware of Pride 
of thy Wit, Learning, or Knowledg, it thou intend to 
keep it, or tokeep the juſt eſtcem or reputation of it; On 
the other tide, Humility and Lowlineſs of mind is the beſt 
temper to improve thy faculties, to add a” grace - thy 
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Of Humility. 171 


drang-and to keep thee Maſter of it; it cools and: qua- 
hes thy ſpirits, blood, and humours, and renders thee 
fit to retain what thou haſt attained, and to acquire more, 
2 |. 4+, In all thy refle&ion upon thy (elf, and what thou 
g | haſt; never. compare thy ſelf with boſe that are. below thee 
in what is wortby, or eminent, but with thoſe that are; above. 
y | *y /elfs For inſtance, in point of Learning or Know-, 
- | edge, thy partiality. and indulgence-to thy ſelf will be 


> 


_ , / 

is | apt. to put thee upon, comparing thy ſelf with thoſe that. 
1. | we; ignorant, or not, more learned. than thy ſelf, as we 

+. | fee. ordinarily ideots or fools, or'\Men of weak intelle- 
n, s, delight to converſe with thoſe they find or think 
iy | wore fooliſh chan, themſelves, and not with thoſe that 
d | we wiſer , that they . may pleaſe themſelves with a 
thought [that they are the wiſeſt in the company: but 
pare; thy ſelf with thoſe that are more learned or 
wiſe than thy (elf, and then thou wilt ſee matter to 
keep thee humble, If rhou thinkeſt thou art a pretty 
proticient in Philoſophy , compare thy ſelf with Ariſtotle, 


/ 


w Plato ,, Averroes , Themiſtius, or Alexander Aphbrodi- 


ws, Or any great Luminaries in Philoſophy ; it thou 
vinkeſt thou art a pretty proficient in School-Learning, 
compare thy ſelf with Aquinas, Scotus, Suarez ; it thou 


of thinkeſt thou excelleſt in the Mathematicks, compace thy 
bs be with Exclide, Archimedes, Tycho , &c. and then 
le ſou wilt find thy ſelf to be like a little Candle to a Star. 
d, The moſt of the Learning that this Age glories of, is 
le but an extract or Collection of what we tind in thoſe 


Men of greater parts ; only we think we have done . 
great matters if we digeſt it into ſome other method, 
md prick in here and there a ſmall pittance of our own, 
ox quarrel at ſomething that the Ancients delivered in 
bme odd part culars. And yet even-in this effay Selt- 
bve plays ſuch a part, that unleſs there be a great excels 
and admirable advandtage of others that are above ug in 
- Fany learning or knowledg, we are ready to _— on 
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172 Of Humility, 
ſelves above our ſtandard, and ſeem in qur own eyes to 
be at leaſt equal to thoſe that exceed us,” or by env "and 1 
detraQtion to bring down others below our ſelyes, eſpes'{ po 
cially if we hit upon ſome little Caprichio that we thmk' am 
they ſaw not. © © Tang *-,1*:1 0 
'- 5, And laftly, Conſider the great J le of our Lord & am 
and Maſter Jeſus Chrift, 'who -was the only Son of the | he 
Glorious: God , fall of Wiſdoin , Knowledg , Power; | Lov 
Holineſs , Goodneſs and Truth,” and notwithſtanding F 
all this, humbled himſelf and became of no reputation; | / 
and took upon him the form of a Servant, emptied hime } 
{elf, and humbled himſelf, and became obedient to death, F' 
even the death of the Croſs ; Phil. 2.5,6, 7, 8.. Chri 
Jeſus brought with him from 'Heaven'the Do&trine of | 
Holineſs and Righteouſtieſs , and in all his Sermons | 
there is not any one Virtue that he commendeth' and | : 
commanideth - more than Humility and Lowlineſs of & wp 
Mind, nor any one Vice that he ſets himſelf more againſt Þ þ 
than Pride and Haughtineſs of. Mind. Tn his Beatitude s, 
Matt. 3. 35. Poverty of Spirit hath the firſt Promiſe; 
and Meekneſs or Humility the third, Mat. 23. 6, 7; | + 
He checks and diſparageth the Pride of the Phariſees, 
commands his Diſciples to run quite counter to their 
method; He that will be great among you fhall be you 
Servant. Again, Mat. 18. 1. Luke 9. Mark, 9. 34. When i: 
the bubble of Ambition roſe ' againſt the Diſciples,” who |/G 
ſhould be greateſt, He checks their Pride and Ambition F'in th 
with ' the pattern and commendation of a little Child: 
- And what he thus taught, he'lived. One of the great 
Ends of the miſſion of Chrift into the World, was that Þ: 
he ſhould not only be a Preacher of Virtue, Goodnelfs 
and Piety, but alſo an Example of it: And if we look F- 
through the whole life of Chriſt, there is not one virtue Þad} 
that- he did more fignally exerciſe, or by his Example God 
more! expreſly commend to the imitation 'of Chriſtians, Þ/of a 
than Humility, I do not remember that he faith in any Þand' 
t place F not « 
. poth 
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"51, Bs Of Humility. * . . $9} 
Jace, Learn.of me to do Miracles, for Iam mighty in 
I Power ; no nor yet learn of me, for ] am Holy, for I 
kj am obedient to the Law of God, for I.am Liberal, 
; | though in all theſe he was exhibited as an excellent ex- 
4. nee of -Holineſs,” Obedience, and Charity, andimufl 
& | be the pattern of -our imitation 3. But as if Humility and 
Xowlinefſs of Mind were ' the. great Maſjer-piece. of. his 
Example, he calls out, even when he was in one of the 
Higheſt Extaſies of Spirit, that we find until his Paſſion, 
Mitth. 11. 25, 29. Learn of me, for "1 am meek and 
Towly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your Souls : 
Rod in that ſignal advice given by the Apoſile, Phil. 2. 5. 
Tet the ſame mind. be in.you, which was alſo in Chriſt Tefus, 
who "being in the Form of God, thought it no robbery to be 
wal with God : But made  bimſelf of no reputation, and took 
fon bim the Form of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs 


00. 


ſt & of Man 3 and being ford in the faſhion of a Man, be humbled 
$ | himſelf, and became obedient to death, even the death of the 
» | Croſs. 


* "But Bleſſed Saviour?" Was there nothing elſe for us to 
leary of thee, but thy meekneſs and Humility ? Was there 
mnotſomething elſe wherein we were to bear in mind thy 
Image, and write after thy Excellent Copy ? Was there 
not thy Holineſs, Purity, Obedience, Patience, Truſt in 
God, and all that Conttellation of Virtues that appeared 
in thy Dodtine and Life ? 

- Surely yes,he was exhibited both as a Prophet to teach, 
andan example to be imitated in all theſe alſo, but in his 
/Humility, if we may ſay with Reverence, before all.. 

- IT, Becauſe the inſtance and example of his Humility - 
was the moſt ſignal and wonderful of all thereſt of his 
admirable Virtues ; that the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
God; ſhould condeſcend fo low, as to become a Man,born 
z2of a Woman, and live upon Earth ſuch a deſpiſed lite, 
Fand'dic ſuch an accurſed death, is an inſtance of Humility, 
not only beyond all examplc, but an inſtance that is im» 

. pothble in nature to be paralleled, —_— 
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174 Of Humiluy, 

2, Becauſe Pride and Yajo- glory. is ſo unhappily & | 
yetted in the corrupt Nature of Man, and it is ſo hardaff 
thing to bring him to,be humble and lowly,notwithſtand-J * + 
ing all the benefits. and advantages of it, that it. did notF-1- 
only ſtand in need of the moſt explicite DoQtrine : of 
Chriſt to teach and commend it, the moſt unparallelled F->: - 
example of Chrift to win Men over to its but 'alſo:theY+; 
molt plain, and fire, and explicite Application of that Þ# 
example by that remarkable and ſpecial invitation of our $'* 
Lord to it , Learn of me for I am meck, and lowly ; And a 
gain by his Apoſtle, Let the ſame mind be in you which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. | . rv 

3. Becauſe, without Humility to prepare and,mellow 
the Hearts of Men, it could not be morally poſſible for- 
them to receive the Faith of Chriſt. It was Pride that 
made the Do&trine of Chriſt- only to be to the Fews a 
ſtumbling block, to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, but to them 
that are called, viz. That obey that call of Chriſt, Mat. 

I 1. 28. Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
Gcc. Learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly in heart it is Chriſt, 
the Power of God,and the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor.. 1. 23, 244 

4. Becauſe, without Humility, all the reſt of. thoſe 
excellent Virtues, that were taught in the Doctrine, and 
exhibited in che Example of Chriſt, had been but unac- 
ceptable, A viſible Holineſs, yet accompanied with Pride 
and Oltentation, is but a diſguiſe, of Helineſs, and that FF 
accurſed Hypocriſie, that our Saviour condemned in.the FF 
Phariſees, aud others, Matth. 6. .16, Obedience to -the 
Law of God, Good Works, Faſting, Prayer, yet if done 
with Pride, Oftencation, and Vain-glory, are dead and-. 
unacceptable, Maith. 23. 5. Charity, Alms, and Benet, 
cence, if done with Pride, and Oftentation, and to receive. 
Glory of Men, loſeth its\ worth and reward, Mat. 6 +:124; 

So that Humility and. Lowlineſs of, Mind is the ſubſtratum,” 
and, Ground-work, the neceſſary ingredient into all ac- 


ceptable Duties towards God or Men, 
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A G EN. xxvili. 30. ES, 
4rd Facob wowed a wow, ſaying, If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in the way that I go, and 
' will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
- ſo that I come again to my Fathers houſe in peace, 

| then ſhall the Lord be myGod, &c. 

"FE VHE only thing that I intend to confider upon 
: WW -. this place of Holy Scripture, is the Modeſty and 
® +11 Reaſonableneſs of Jacob's Deſire. He doth not, 
RR deſire Greatneſs, of Wealth, or Honour, or. 
owecr,..Or Splendox,; or. great Equipage in this World ;- 

Wt. all that he defixes. in reference to this World, "is, 
& That the comfortable Preſence and the ſenſe of the Fa-' 
bur and Love of God ſhould be with him; If God will 

with me. 2, That. the Proteion of, the Divine; 

/ Foridence- may be continually over him 3 and will keep. 

hr in the way that I go; 3. That he would (apply him, not 
I LES rot) oY 7 ME. with. 
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$56 The Modeſty and Reaſonableneſs b 
with Curioſities or Delicacies, but with neceſfaries ;' and 
will grve me bread to eat, and raiment to put on. mo 
And the truth is, this ſhbuld be the rale and meaſore of 
every good Man, in refererice to this life; 'and the enjoy« 
ments of it, and the deſires of them until he come to hig 
Fathers houſe in Peace; that houſe wherein there are 
many Manſions, that the great Father, of whom all the 
Family-in Heavenand Earth is named, hathrprovided for : 
ſuch as Fear, Loveand Obey him. ** FAMA 8.4 
Indeed the two former of theſe, though they be ng. 
more than what the bountifu>-God freely atfords to: all | 
that truly love him,and depend upon him.are of a ſtrange. 
and vaſt extent,", Firſt, theaMytortable Preſence of God * 
ſupplies abundantly all thin be defired by us, and a+ 
bundantly countervails whatſoever elſe we ſeem to want; 
it is better than life it ſelf : And when the Ancients would 
expreſs all that ſeemed benehcial or proſperous in this 
life, they had no fuller and comprehentive expreflion of 
it,than that God' was with him :'as:of "Foſeph; Gen. 39. »3 
And when bis. Maſter ſaw that. the Lord was mth him, and 
that the Lord made all- that he did to proſper : 1. Sam. 181 
14,28, 2 Sam. 5.10. the wiſdomand courage and ſuc- 
, cels of David is reſolved into this ane thing, The Lord was 
with bim. My So wer BIG 
* _  Butcertainly, though the Divine Preſence ſhould not 
manifeſt ic ſelf in external ſucceſſes and advantages, -the 
- very Scnſe of the: Favour and ' comfortable Preſenee of 
God carries with' it, an abundant ſupply of all other de- 
 ficiences. Pſal. 4. 6,7. The light of the conntenanceof | 
Almighty God is the moſt Supererninent 'Good, and oc-'/ 
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cafions more true joy and contentment, than the redun-" Þ 
_ dance of all external advantages. © Secondly,” the Divine* Bier 
Protetion and Providence is the moſt ſure and ſafe-pro-! Bhi 
tection, and ſupplies the want of all other” The muni-! BNG 
tion of Rocks is thy defence; and'aMl other defences and' law 
refuges without this, are a: das 2a” oY 1a; 
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nul of Jacabis Defines. «5 17 


defences, Except the Lord: 3warch the- Cys the Watchman 
watcbeth\bat in vain wth ot 


3:That therefore which: Ldhallfix: 'upon :15 the lat of his 
three defies :.11f be ſhall giol ws Bread th eat, on Raiment to 


ts 1 oh Lit Croat oct 0 


+ Theidelires.of a good mans, in, relation to. the things 


of rhig'\life, ought-not to/ibe{laviſh and,.extravagant;; . 


F not ro/ berof «things for Gnandeur, or Delicacy;:, ar Exceſs: 


+ut-to bexcrminated in: things of recellity for his preſent 
fubliente;'convenient faod and.raiment, If Almighty 
God give:more'than this,, it. is mitter;of: the.greater gra- 
iigude, -25:5t w2s/: £0 oacob, Gen« 32+.19. I am nat vey 
of the leaſt of all thy mercies, G«c.' for with my. (taff: Þ paſſed 
mer-this ford) wh and now am. become: two Bands» But if he 
$no anaxe, we have caoeugh. for our contentationiAl- 
Maker Goa; obo. is never warle than his. Wozd,- but 
moſticommonlybetter, hath not! givep us any Promiſe of 
more; [ncither hath he given us Zommilſion:to. expe or 


I ak for. 1ore;- If he gives) more than neceſlary,he exalts 


his Bounty aud Bencticence+and yet, if he Zives 00 more, 


#Bounty:thatibe gives fa: much 3 and is: miccer both 


of our: Cohecathtion, and:Gratitude. 
be This the wiſe man Agar made his requeſt; "Brow. 30, 8, 


- Give: we paither Poverty nor K ichery fied: me. with find conveni= 


far me >4ThisourLord: teachethus:to ask; in, bis excel» - 
fenc-formof:Þyayer, Give ws: this day our. daily bread : ' and. 
this is thatwhich the Apoſite:preſcribes, for 4he Rule: of 
ur contentation,;k Tim... & And having food me raiment, 
$ 267 be theremith contents . 
| 2nd truly, if it plcaſcth God to allow us a 'Sullitenia, 
:CompmecaCyz:tor thonecctficy of our nature, we have 
exy-greatzReaſon.to be contented with .it, not: .anlya5y 
7 D of < opdoogyrogumr ee det ng 
Hon y q ircgard unto 
3b berg of nach 
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x. Tt becomes us tobe contented, becauſe whatſacty 
we bave, we have from the free allowance, and \Goodneſs 


another, we think it juſt he ſhould be paid what .hede 
mands ; but if a Man receive an alms from another, we 
think:it:reaſonable that he ſhould be contentiwvith what 


the other gives, without preſcribing to- the - meaſure of f 


his Bounty, But the caſe is far ſtronger herez we are uy- 
der an: obEgation of duty to- be charitable to other 
-wants/by'vertue of a Divine Command 3 but Almighty 


God is under 'noother Law of conferring benefits, but} 


his own Bounty, -Goodneſs, and Wull. 

-- 2, It becomes us to: be:content, becauſe. owr meaſure 
and ' dole is given unto us as by him-that+ is. abſolute 
Lord of his 'own bounty; To by 'bim- vbat \is-the: Wiſe 
Diſpenſer of his own benefits ; He knows. far. betta 
Than we. our ſelves, what [proportion- 4s tittelt ;for- us: 
He hath given us enough for our neceſlity: and we 
are delirons to have ſomewhat more ; 'the; Wiſe God 
knows, it may be, that moxe would dous harm;. wauld 
undo us 3; would make 'us 'Luxurious,: Proud; Inſolent, 
Dotnineering, Forgetful 'of God : The great Lord and 
Maſter of . 

who- are,” and who axe not able to'bear redundancy; 
And therefore if I have food convenient. for me:;1 
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G:d : He owes usnothing z. but what we have; we haveÞ +4 
from free Gift and Bounty. If a man demandsa debt of + 
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e great Family of the World, \ knows 4 | 


have-reaſon to be content, becauſe I-have: zeafon' td _y 
believe the Great and ' Wiſe God knows what. pro + 


| portion beſt fits me z it may be, df I had:\more,-I wete 
ruined. t., OE £1 | 


3. We muſt know that we are but Stewards of the #6: 


very external bleflings of this life, and-at the great Audit; i, 


wemuſt give an account-of our Stewardfhip,z/ and: thok ht; 
Accounts wild rai perued by thre of yt 
d+in Earth. Now 'ifour external By 


the Family in Heavena ;- Now'ifour excernd 
Benefits bg but proportionable to-our neceificies and ne- 


* 
;, 
# : Us 
* * 


*Fremr, ſo much in Exc 
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of -Jacob's Ps | 179 
rofſry uſe, our account is cafily and: ſafcly made : 1: , 
"primer, I have reccived ſo much of thy external bletſings - 
as Were neceſſary for my food'and cloathing, and tor the 
"Feeding and cloathing of my Family : Buc on the other. 
"fide, where there is a ſupertluity and redundance given 
over and above our neceſſary. ſupport, our. account is 
more difficult. Where mach is gizen, much will be required. 
There will be an account required, how- the redundant 
ov tus was employed z how much in Charity, bow 

- much in other Good Works : : and God knows that too 
intos often very pitiful accdunts are nade of the ſurplu- 
ſage and redundancy of a liberal Eſtate yz which will be 
*fo far far from abating the account, as it will enhance it ; 
#1 debauchery, and Riot; fo much 


*in coſtly apparel ; fo much in Magnificence and: vain 
thews, and es like. $ 

4: Our natures may be well enough ſupplied with 
Het 3 Natura paucis contenta 5 and whatſoever is redun- 
Zdant, moſt commonly turns to the damage and deir- 


b nent of our nature, unleſs it meet with a- very ' w:1.- 
r: For theExceſs in the abuſe cf ſupcrf: ric; 
eating and drinking, and gratiffing our appccircs, 


For theexceſs of care an pains in getting or keeping, or 
*difpoſing ſuperfluities and redundance, con mor.]y doth 


Zmore harm, cven to our natural 'complexions and con- 
| jon , than'a* mediocrity proportionate to the nc» 


"eeffities of nature. 
-* '5. "Whatſoever ir more than enough for our naturs] fup- 


, and the neceſfary ſupply ot our- Families, and fo 
Employed, is in truth vain, uſeleſs, unſerciceable z and ſuch 
"man -is rich but in fancy and notion, and-not in truth 
band reality : For the uſe of externals is to ſupply our 

atuiral neceffities 3 if 1 have a mill'on. of Money, and 
yet a hunfred Pounds is ſufficient, and as much I ſhall 
{eto bring meto my Grave ; the reſt is vain and need- 
U8to me, and doth'me no 2ogd : it is indecd my bur- 

WL 3 N 2 then 
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2 i180 The Modeſty and Reafornableneſs 
: _ then, and my.care, and my trouble 3: but is-of no more” 
__ uſe ro me jy my Chet, than if jit were in the Center. of 
. the Z2xth. It is true, Lhaverthereby a happy opportuaity 
;It Lhave a large and wile Heart 9, diſpoſe cf it for the 
- glory and icrvice of God, and the good of mankind, .in 


TIT 


i= 


works of Piety, Charity, and Humanity : but if I keep } We! 
it in ty Che!t, it is an impertinent; trouble, neither-uſc- Sob 
ful for n:y ſeif, becauſe I need it not,. I have- enough | #8! 
without it 3 nor as | order it, is it uſeful for. others, no | i! 


nzore-than if it were a hundred fathors under, ground. 
6. A tute of Mediocrity, or ſupplics- propprtionate to: 
my neccility, jsinhnitely more ſafe to. me,..even in reſpeft 
ef my ſelf, than/aneſtate of Glory,/ Wealth, Power,: and 
Abundance. Ancſtate of mcdiocrity and commenlyxzate- 
vel ro our exigence- and necellity, is' the freett'of any 
condition in the World from perturbations and tempta- 
1110nS; a fate and condition of- want, and. too narrow 
for our neceiſities, is an eltate ſubject . to. fome: trombles 
and temptations : But of all condigions. in the Woxldj.a 
r:dundant and ovcr-plentiful condition is moſt ſyubyo 
the molt dangerous and, pernicious; temptations ;he 
Would :. as namely , Forgetfuloſs:;ovf Gd, Selt-derfhas 
gence, Pride, Infolence, Oppreiſion, Jnjuiiice, , Lluguiet- 
nels of mind, Excels, Luxury, Intemperxance, Contempt 
of othcrs: and I have very oftea known thoſe pexious 
. that have carried themſelves fieadily - and .commenga-- 
bly ina condicion of Mediocrity, nay 'have been. abte-to 
_baar wich victory the ſhocks of thoſe:temptations "that a-' 
riſe from Want and Poyertyz yet ,when'in the late ti 
they were advanccd to Wealth,'.Power., and Command, 
were loſt, and could not bear the temptations; that, atteys 


TE ETSY ESD ETSERSTC'E 


ded Grandeur, Wealth and Power ; and-the Sun of wealth | ** 

and proſperity quickly. diſrobed;them ;of that mangle-af- | Bi 

E: - Innocence, Piety,. and Virtue that they kept about them th. 
F  - againft the ſtorms and aſſaults of wants and necellitiess$ n 
 * _that certainly it. requizes a greater /Figilance, ALETIPan | th 
s A ; InNduliry —_ 
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©. 4of Jacob's Defrre, | 
Jaftry and reſolition; to oppoſe” artd conquer the tenip- 
tations of Grandeur, Wealth and Power, thai the temip- 
tations'of Want; Neceffity and Poverty : Some Patierc2 


he wt Fhpilicy will do much to ſubdue the. latter; bit he 
in | thatwill acquit himſelf from the temptations of the for- 
«p | mer, hach, and hath necd of, great Wiſdom, Moderation, 


Sobricty; and a low clteem of the World, and efp.cially, 

ph || #great and pradtical exerciſe:of the Fear of God, Faith 

no | if his promiſes, and a fixed hope and proſpedt of.the pro- 
iniſes of Immortality 'and Glory, whereby they may 6- 

to |} vercome' the flattering and deceiving World, - © . 

| 7. Aﬀatcof externals proportionate to our necedlifies, 

id 8 & a far more ſerene and fafe eltate in reference to- otherg, 

e- © thay an eſtate of external Grandeur, and Wealth aud 

iy | Power {And the reaſons arc, tirſt, becauſe'the former hath 

a- © wothing that others do covet- or defire : but the latter 

w. | hath gotten the golden Ball,” that the generality of man- 

es ©} kind are fond to have, and are reſtle(s till they have got- 

ten'it; 'which makes the man's eſtate unquict and- uns» 

ſafe, becauſe he hath many competitors for what he en- 

os which are continually endeavoyring to trip up/his 

keels 3 juſt as weſee when a Bird hath gotteu a booty or 

pops ol other Birds of prey are following and catching 

Mer -it, and ever moleſting him that hath ic. Secondly, D 

becauſe he that enjoys much , either of Ronour,-'er - 

Wealth, or Power, is-the obje& of the envy of other 

men, which. is a bulic, reſtleſs, pernicious humour, and 

| (ver picking quarrels and finding faults;and fiudying and 

On onting the ruine of; its obje& : Whereas a ſtate of 

Mediocrity, 15 a ſtate of: quictneſs, ,and free from the af- 

Rults'and ſhafts of his pefiilent companions. + © © | 

2:8, We fee that all worldly matters are by a kind of 4 

- © thbred -and- connatural necethity ſeubje& to. Mutations and Y 

"#hanges. When Grandeur, and Honour, and Wealthareat/ 

Heir higheſt pitch, /like-rhe Sun-in the Meridian, -it ftays- 

| xot long there, -but hath-its declination, - Now the chan-) , = 
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x82 The Modeſty and Reaſonableneſs 
pes that are incident to Greatneſs and Wealth,. area 


wings and fly away, when they ſeem to be in, their 


2 man very great anxiety and reſtleſs fear, leſt he { 
loſe what he hath 3 and Infinite ſiruglings and ſhifting 
to keep it when it. is going 3 and extream dilappoint- 
ment, vexation and ſorrow when it is gone. On the 
other fide a ſtate of Mediocrity may have its changes too 
and as it is ſeldom for the worſe, fo it is moſt ordinaril 

for the better ; whereby the man hath great Peace 
Tranquility. We need not have a better inſtance f 
both theſe conditions than in Jacob, the perſon in the 
Text : While he was in a ſtate of mediocrity, and rather 
indeed, in a ſtrait, than in an ample conditionz when he 
had nothing but his Staff, and his ſupplies of Bread to 
eat, and Clothes to put on, he was. in a ſtate of. great 
| Tranquility z and that change which- befel that cond 
tion, was a change not for the worſe, but for the better, at 
leaſt in relation to externals, his ſupplies increaſed '3 but 
as ſoon as he once arrived at great wealth, under his Un- 
cle Lah21, thou gh'it is true, the Divine Providence kept 
him from a total loſs of it, yet he ſoon found that pro» 
| ſperous condition full of thorns and difficulties. 1. Hig 
5 Uncle and his Sons began to envy his wealth, and he be- 
2 gan to be in great fears and jealouſies leſt he ſhould he 
% derrjved of afl. 2. Then to avoid that fear, he flyes, 
and his Uncle purſues him ; and then he- was undera 
new fear of loſs, of all he had got. 3. When that fear 
. Was over, then he feaxs that the. rumor of his wealth,and* 
the former diſpleaſure of his Brother Eſax might make 
him and all his wealth a prey to his Brother ; and cer- 

fainly, had not the immediate Providence of Almi 


4 : -- - culties-an unguictneſs of his great wealthy condition 
t. , (which were profitaþle for his infixuftion) but he had 
oy L | ſuffered 


T%C 


ways for the worlt ; they moſt commonly take .theyfſ. 


 . _ higheſt pitch of plenty and glory: And-this creates nfl: 
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God ſtrangely interpoſed, he had not only fel the ith. 
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ſuffered: a total deprivation! of it, ,cither by Laban, or 
rf. Eſax, or at leaſt by the neighbouring Shechemnes, ex- 

; aſperated by the treachery aud cruelty of his two Sons Si= 
' meon and Levi. m_—_— 

Upon theſe and many; more Conſiderations, it is moſt 
evident, That a fiate of Mediocrity in extexnals is to be 
preferred before an eſtate of much Wealth, Honour, or 

; Grandeur : that of the:two extreams Poverty on the one 

fide, ox: very great Wealth and Glory on the other z the 

- former-is in truth more dangerous and difficult than the 

other but that of Agwr's- Prayer, a ftate of Mediocrity, 

-peither Poverty nor Riches, but food convenient for 2 

-4man's condition, is the moſt deſirable ſtate in this life, 
; and that which avoids the difficulty of both extreams, 

I would willingly from theſe Conſiderations therefore 
earn to attain ſuch @ temper and diſpoſition of Soul, as might 
| be ſafe and mſeful for me in relation to all theſe tbree Condis 
- trons of Liſe, whichſoever of them'the Divine Providence 
; ſhould ſend unto me. | 

I, In reference toa Mediocrity, or ſuch a ſlate of exter- 
+ nals, as might be ſuitable to the exigence and nature of 
- my condition in this life 3 I ſhould make ſuch. a fiate 
- my choice, and not my trouble. I ſhould with all Thank- 
/ fulneſs acknowledg both the Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of 
Almighty God, in giving me ſo.competent, and fo ſate a 

+ condition; that hath by his Providence delivered me from 
- the difficulties, .and inconveniences, and dangers, and 
temptations of both extreams, namely, great want, and 
great mga I none ap my bo not om with 
+. great Patience an ictneſs, but. with great Contentas 
; - 2, In reference ta an tate of Want or Indigence : If it 
' . | ſhould pleaſe the Divine Providence to appoint: that cou» 
. #: dition to me, I ſhould nevertheleſs ph qa ſupport 
my ſelf with ſuch Conſideratjons as - theſg : -1» Though 
+ my condition be narrow and. neccifitous, yet it jr 
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E 384 The Modeſty and Reaſtnabeneſ F 

- which the Gieat Wiſe Lord'of "the great Family-of the- 
World hath'appointed tonic y'1 will therefore bear'it' 

| -with Patience-and Reſignation.--2- Though--it* be an 


eſtate of indigence and narrowneſs, yet it is ſuch as af- 
-fords me and my Family/life and:fubliſtence, though not 


without much-pains and difficulty 3 It might have betn 
worſe, and it may pleaſe G6d ©to make it--better; :when. 


he ſeeth fit 5\ Twill therefore bear" it' with Contentedneſs; 
as well as Patience. 9,:'Though-my fate be” very nar- 
row and pinching, yet *it-is:-pofſible much ' more ſafe, 
_ than ar eſtate of Grandeuranide Aﬀuence': my- Account 
is * the leſs*;/ iy Temptatibns -not-ſo dangerous ; my 


Cares fewer :. my Leſſons ke pr upon God, of 


Humility and Lowlineſs: of , of Temperance and 
Sobriety, -of - Contempt of'ithe: World, of Valuation of 
| Ererniry,- and Proviſion fot it,-are better-learned in this 


, extream'than'in the other: I ſhall therefore endeavour 


to improve the opportunities ; even of - this hard condis 
tion, and bear it not only with Contenredneſs, but 
Thankfulneſs. £ AS BY 

3» In zefercnice to at eſtate of Redundance and *AﬀMu- 


ence of externals, an eftats of Wealth - and Plenty, of _ 


Honuur ahd Grandeur , -of Power and Anthority, and 
Prehemmence-z I will-centider, 1. That this is an 


eſtate full of Termptatious, 'and Temptations of the greas 


reſt Size; and-the moti dangerous nature z as, Pride and 
Inſolence, 'Forgetfulneſs of God, Luxury, . Intemperance, 


Carnal Confidence and Security, Contempt - of others,: 


- andr infinite more 3 and if any of theſe get the advan- 
rage/, 'they- will do me | more miſchicf, -than all my 
wealth will do me good, 2, Therefore-I- will learn 
and exerciſe very great Vigilance and- attention , that 
I be not cheated into theſe temptations. I will take: 


"3 a'true' 'tllimate of the World, -and of all theſe Goodly - 
"mY Appearances that 1 am: attended with- from- it; and-I- 


will not rake my meaſure and eftimate. of them by: come 
f! .;:..M | 4% : mon 
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opition 'of the world,” or by their ſplendid  out- 


it-J ide; 'but T wilt Jook more Grictly into them , and find 
- whether they are not uncertain, deceiving things; what 


ability ' there is in them';z what good they- will do me 
after derth 3 what quietneſs or tranquility of mind they 
will give me, or rather take from me ; whether they 
have in themſelves any real influence to'make me bets 
tex or wiſer. - 4. Upon theſe Conſiderations, if I 
find, as tind I ſhall, that they-have not that real worth 
in them! that the vain World imagines, T will not ſet 
my Heart upon them, nor lay any contidence upon them, 
nor lay out much of my love unto- thcm, nor any great 
eſtcem for them. 5. F will ſet my heart to'a true and 
ſerious conlideration of thoſe: Durable Richcs and Glory 
and Honour that our dear Lord hath provided for us in 
the life to. come ; and that Eternal weight of Glory 
will intinitely out-weigh all the 'Wealth, and Honour, 
and Glory that 1 do or can enjoy in this World. © 6. And 
upon this conlideration alſo I will refite my judgment 
concerning this World, and the greateſt Glory of it, 
and thereby habituate my (&f to a low clteem of the 
wealth I have or can have, and ſet. up my hopes and 
treaſure in more Nobl&@nd Durable Enjoyments. 7. I 
F vill conſider 1am b ard when all is done, and 
he greater. my wealth or honour is, the greater my ac- 
ompts muſt be, and the more ditlicult to keep them 
fir. $, That in as much as I am but a Steward, I 
will be very carcful, that my management of my Truſt 
my be ſuch as will bear-my | Lord's ſcrutiny. I will 
tot employ my Stock of Wealth'or Honour'to the diſho»' 
nur of my- Lord, in riot or exceſs, in vanity or op- 
geffion ; but wilt do as much good with it as Y can, 
cording to the truft committed to: me, thatT may give 


Kijuſt and fair and comfortable account! of my Steward-" 


ip when my Lord and: Maſter calls for it.' 9. That 


"Fi as much as thoſe very-externals are in. themſelves | 
bl | | _ bkttiogs,' 
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bleſſings if - well employed, though not the. bleſlings of F 
the greateſt magnitude : I will with all Humility ag; f | 
Thankfulneſs acknowledg the Divine Bounty-to. me, i 


— me with abundance, and will employ it tohis He Þ -- 
ur, ; | 


Seneca Thyeſt, AR. 2. 


s _ | 
Tet quicunque volet potens- 
Anule culmine lubrico : 
Me dulcis ſaturet quies ; = I. 
Obſcuro poſitus loco, 
Leni perfruar otio 3 
Nullis nota Buiritibus 
FEzas per tacitum fluat. 
Sic cum tranſterint met 
Nullo cum ſtrepitu dies, 
Plebeius morear ſenex, 
1h mors gravis incubat, 
Wsci notus nimis omnibus, ® 
Ipnotus moritur ſfibi, 


"Et him that will, aſcend the tottering Scat 
Of Courtly Grandeur, and become as great - * 

As are his mounting Wiſhes ; as for me, 
Let ſweet Repoſe, and Reſt my portion be ; - 
Give me ſome mean'obſcure Receſs ;z a Sphere 
Out of the road of Buſineſs, or the fear . 
Of falling lower, where I ſweetly may 
My ſelf, and dear Retiretnent ſtill enjoy : 
Let not-my Lite, or name, be known unto 
The Grandees of the Times, toſt to and fro = 


| 
Y and 
1C, ih 
SHo 8 


ft lick 


; of Jacob's. Defire 
Cenſures, os Applauſe ;. but let my Age 
gm oe cp 
unſeen, 
unconcern'd, as if Inc're had been. 
"And thus while I ſhall paſs my filent days 
In ſhady Privacy, free from the Noiſe 
And bufiles of the World, then ſhall I 
A good old Innocent Plebeian dye. 
Death is a meer ſurprize, a very Snare, 
To him that-mmakes it his life's greateſt care 
To be a-publick Pageant, known-to All, 
But unacquainted with Himſelf, doth fall. 


| PEITH wy 
CONTENTATION, 
Ss f & Þ.- oo ; 
| The Morives to it, 
BOTH 


MORAL and DIVINE 


— 


PHIL. IP, 1T. 


For 1 have learned in whatſoever eſtate 1 a am, 
therewith to be content. 


Here ' are Three Excellent Virtues which elpe- 
cially refer to our condition in this life, and 
much conduce to our Safe and Comfortable 
| paſſage through them. 

I. Equality of Mindy or Equanimity. 
2, Patience. | 
3. Contentedneſs. 

I. Equality of: Mind , or Equanimity , is that virtue ' 
which reters both- to proſperity and adverlity, whereby. 
in all conditions of that kind we carry an even and equal 
temper, neither over-much lifted up by proſperity, nor. - 
over-much depreſſed in adveriry. 

2. Patien:e properly —_— to crolles, diſappointments, 

fatflictions, 


--. ano 
, Liu piriiers whereby, we carry,a quiet and = 
without marmuring, pailion,' os; diſ- 
"(oiric-.. in_ all Non, whether Sckueſs 
of 24d erty, reproac grace;, or the-like 
614 3; Contents Fn which Ti tom Equality of mind, 


ougp e _ re as well proſperity as fees ao" this 


| at ion. 3 $a. 
1 princ) lly. the; af 
1, 1 Inthe aus. lt, for Patience,. in propriety = 
| .only @ quiet compoſed toleration of the. Th 
et ity;3 .but.; Contentednels - imports. 
namely,.not only. a ,quictneſs of ming, ; wa a 
feds of :cheartyl, fcc ſybmilſiqn to-our preſent: Gondi> 
of adverlity, - A FEa0y compliance with' the; Divine 
vdence, and, ; in} eff e&, a choice of that Rate where- 
px Divine Diſpenſation placeth us, as well, as in out 


"theſe, though, they may jri trials give a Adin 

ap between, Patience and Contencation, yet we mult \ob- 

e. that .Contergatian is never -, without- Paticace, 

agh it be ſomething more z,and that in the commgn 

acceptatipn and latitude of the. word, .Contentatigy doth 

36x quly extend to the conditjogor. affliction of, poyerty, 

even to-all gthes outward. long reached-to us 

the. inflicting or permitting; hand of Divine. Provis 

Hence, and ip. &his, hrge reception ſhafl here mm 
4 ere tg 5711 4 val | KEI 

ir Conten :in, its arg | acce 

Patient, but- alto a; txce, and)! wy 

JA at efig.an condition. Jrine 

entation | 41jop unto, is; ek © INEAN, Ox;PORE, 

borious and painful; -or obſcurez-or necelfitgus,.. ot 


Gi, or upheglthy, or A Fonds oF nicb lor or 


of Contentitioh, 


other ſtate that ſrenis [0 F , 


wow Tp roms See diſpofition. For we'need nt 


nx gp ron to a ſtate of high proſperity in all thing \ | 


h menare not ordinarily contented }) yt 


they hs buc ſmall temptations to diſcontent from te : 


ſtate it ſelf wherein they ſo arc. 
Thisleffon of Contentation was {arnt by this Apoltk 
which-imports theſe things : 1. That it is a lefſon tha 


is poſſible to be learned, for the Apoſtle had learned it k 


2. That itis a leffon that ires ſomething of indi. 
ſry and pains to acquire it, for he learned it before he 
attained it. 3. Thatitis a leſſon thatdcſerves the leary- 
ng, for he ſpeaks'of it, as of a thing /'of moment qa 
great uſe, well worth the pains he took to atrainit. Ai 
the truth is, it is of {9 -great importance to be | 
that without it we want the comfort -of ' our lives; anl 
with it-all conditions of life are not only tolerable, ' 
comfortable. And hence it is that this excellent 
doth very often 'inculcate and preſs' and *comm this 
lefſon in many of his Epiſtles. 1, Tim. 6. 6. Godlinf 
with- contentment is yreat gain. ' Heb. '13.'5. Let your an- 
—_ be without covetonſneſs , and- be content ' with" ſuc 
ye have ; for be bath ſaid, T will not leave thee nor fob 
ſahs the Apain, 1 Tim. -6. 8. _ _ _— 
ment, let us be therewith content. 

'Thhall cherefore ſer” Yown theſe Reaſons " may pets 
ſwadc'and us to contentation with our co 
tion, 'and likewiſe to patience under it; for patience'ai 
cohtentation cannot” be- well ſevered. '- And the 


are of two ſorts 3 I» Moral, 2, Divine and Evangehil | 


RS Cn eeS 
e- many | 

Hhadnot the true' Anowlelof God kd in'his 

er Bon.) advancedini the pratife-of theke virtues. ” 

OL Yeryn Reaſons therefore are theſe: © y 

OY, Very many of- the” external eollbpe! futſer, aref 
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Of Contentation. B I91 
wh gr own choice and procurement, the fruits of our own fol- 
18 ies and inadvertence and averſeneſs to good counſel : 

And why ſhould we be diſcontented, or impatient under 
ſe evils which we our ſelves have choſen, or repine 
aſe theſe trees bear their natural fruit ? 

2, The greateſt part of evils we ſuffer are of that na- 
bes and kind, that are not in or power either to prevent 
-or help: Some come from the very condition of our na- . 
ure, as ſickneſs, death” of friends; and of abſolute ne- 
*ceffity, the mare Relations any man hath, the more evils 


-” 


'- i. -- 
” A — _ 
_ _ _ 
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£ this kind he may ſuffer: and can we reaſonably ex- 
-pe& that the very natures of things ſhould be changed to 
eaſe our humours ?' Again, ſome come from the hands 
of men that it may be are (more ) powerful, more ſabtil 
2nd malicious : Why thould we diſcontent our ſelves or 
be impatient: becauſe others are too ſtrovg for-1s? Others | 
come by occurrences natural ( though diſpoſed by 
he hand 'of the Divine Providence ) as Jofles by ftorms 
and tempeſis, by unſeafonable weather, by interaperate- 
els of the air or meteors : Can we reaſonably- expect 
\That the great God of Heaven and Earth ſhould alter his 
Ftled Laws of Nature'for the convenience of every ſu 
Aittle Wormas you or 1 am ? It may-be:that' ſtorm or n- 
| | 267 wy ſeaſon that may do-you or me ſome” prejudice, 
may do others as many ayd as good, or it may be more 
better, a benalis that Wind that firikes/my Shi 
againſt the Rock, may fetch off two- or \mars from-t 
Sands. -Let us be rontent therefore to- ſuffer (Ateaighety 
'Goc | +, ql gp gen Wiſdom, 
: il, though it may be a particular detriment 
c br or tome; or if we repine againſt it, we muſt 
riabahevedy to obtain our own wills. 
1 "Tho texte and frame of -the\World is- ſuch, that: & 
placely neceflary, thatif ſome'be rich and. power» 
ful : 0# Wont, -of honourable,. others muſt be 'poor,” and 


WE ignoble If all were-equally pewerkal there 
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\'T " * Of. Contentatine.” 
* auld eo. pajver nor government, betauſe; al Wo 
| be equal 3 if all were equally rich, it would. be but only 
| pie. ug indeed none would be rich, ; butallwould be ®isc 
Poor, there could beno Artiticers,, no Labqurers,no 8 q | pw) 
vants.: . Since therefore it is of neceflity,: inithe order of 
the World,chat Jome mult be poor, or leſs rich or powers 
"ful chan, others, why ſhould I beſo unreaſonable, or un 
aſk, to delire;that Jot of. poverty or lowneſs of condi: 
tion. ſhould. beanother's, and not mine ? Or: why-ſhould 
not.I be contented to be of the lower ſort. of- men, lingg. 
the order. of the Wold requires that ſuch ſome;riuſt be ; 
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.. + Letany man ovierve it whiles he will, be ſhall i 
that whatſoever of worldly. advantages- any: man. dot 
© [molt plentifully. enjoy, and molt. men moli grecdily- de 
- .fire,, of neceſſity he mwii theteby have more croſſes -and 6 
Flidions. . A anan-delires many Children, Friends, Rela ” 
tions 3. the more he hath of theſe, the more morcal dying Mk 
comforts . he ,/hath.; the ,more he hath that! mult be 
ſick, and: offer aMiction, and dye; and every..one.of 
theſe. afflidions-or loſſes in -a man's Relations; are {q. 
anany: xepewed- afflictions, avd croſſes, and; troubles to 
Sim(cl6,A mangetires Wealth, and: bath is 3--the amore 
cares and teags he hath and the more he hath;,the mox& 
he ihath co,laſe,, end of neceiiry he muſt haye more lok 
Ksthemprahehachs. 25, be ithathath a thoufand)Shet 
Fic incae&bability; Joſe more.in a year than he that 
forty axd8d 1 betides;1 Wealth 14s::the ain the 
#haticytty win thoots at, arid gvery,man will. be pulling 
 Goniewhantrpradim that back tuch,/ becaule: oycey 
thinks:bs hae povgh for others as,welt a5 trnh Gelb 1 
Wan deſireaHambaur, -Powerg Grandcur,.aud ho hath its 
buc every man, Mfivics bim;andcis/veady to:uhuirke! hin, 
Fe, reproach axcmiSoxtune id. 
ſuch ampns Aban 2t0-umciner; tray 4. Aud: cahe-amote-of 
onr-ox Pplecrhe-hich, Jhiemera dt ſuch brezebcs be.” 
beſure tg nticat) wither [A tans) doliges angdety, 
' 06.2 


M0 


exon external ; mts and.in PA. age. 
apo 


d.; ks 
ig himſclt, 


enjoys 15 with. ano- | 
1 who; would have a ſhare in it, 
he ha ” Ave why hy ould 1 covet” that,. or 
Ml: iſcor atentec if-L have it, not. fince if 1hayeit,. E ſhall 
| gocur chtike Wikpmrenr inorhere ; 
las. oy 'Itis &ertald.42 45e rowrſe of the World, there afs. 
| Fs maſt be « pra number of Gland Tone an 
F- ores. n there are of External me Wag : 
y the is-ſcarce any, corpfart: that.any may; hath, but 
mab's Gourd,. it hath a Worm growing at the root. 
Conch! 'dothinot'only /wither; the comfort [it (cIf, 
one oy reater; trouble and forrow, than 
& comfort {elf hath. good, if cprirely enjoyed. 
[57 many Telos, it may; be ow 7 Mt very 
thopetul; yer.t Y.arE- mortal, and if t ey ayCc, 
= ſuch-a Child is ſo-much the more grievous, 
-mixchithe-tnore good, and towardly. he was.. But 
ny of:them prove. yicious, fooliſh or naught, 'by how. 
aa Child-is nearer than a ſtranger, by ſo mich the. 
ot his. rigs. give' trouble, ſorrow, and care to his Pa-. 
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: $o that;in all worldly: things, the ſtock of Trou-: 


BE ernice ce to! one, - than that of Comforts; ſo 
ti» dan. ob, A man is bora to troubles as the Pr 
hy therefoxe-ſhould a, man fink into 
\ becabſe . & World doth but ſolitrm obtinere, and 
wits own natural complexion and ſtate? 
'v 7: We 
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We are ' generally" greatly -miakgn in-:abe atere |: 


of ld ed Boat and'have not! the trasi meaſures: of i 
That is truly” relatively "G60 which makes a mar: 
better, and that truly Evit in its RT Inns, whie 
makes a man the worſe, © If Prof 


me Thankfal, Watchful; Ohati ye rg ak 


perity ood to rhe, ag pom me betters/ but if 
ole Pd, Haughty, Inſolent, « 

glorious, its Evil tome. If *Adverfity 
TOUS, Murmuring, Envious; Spightful, © jul, chm 
evil tome; but 1f it makes 


aber aro Alder any mas par ally ca | F 


the mepliing of the very'ſame Men, or divers'1 men inc: i . : 
condition; he ſhall find tents one-receive -more miſchief 
by Proſperity than by Adverſity.'. Why ſhould I then n 
content my ſelf with that condition which -is:moze & 


ry 
Lars corny vine I 
5 
4 * 
Cc 
"45 v 


to'me, and makes me the bereer " man, ouga. not t « F 


richer or greater ? 
8.. Which is but a farthee explication of: what is 


next before, It is certain that a good Man is like, th 
Elixir, it tarnsIrowinto Gold,” and makes'the- moſt >, 


condition of life not only tolerable, but-uſefal-and con ff 
venient. If I be ſach, I monldand'frame my worſt cons Þ} ; 
dition into a condition of comfort and contentment by Þ- 


my Patience and Contentation.. - Why ſhould-I'then: 
diſcontented with my Condition, fince” by the Grace 


God I am able to make it' what I pleaſe? If can cons 
tent my ſelf with the good temperand difpolition of: my: | 


own Heart and Soul, T have no teaſoa "to be../diſtons* 


tented withmy condition, Fqr if 1find-it not good; Ican 
make it ſach by the equality; patience, and-- Harm gut of F 


my own mind-: And that the mind: is the 
ter in Contentation or Diſcontent, wenee rene wer ins 
ſtance, than that of Ahab and Haman the one a'great: 


King, the other a great Favourite of a mighty: Monarch, 


full of Wealth and Honour 3 3 yet a Coyetous mind i __— 
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Of Contentation. - - Ids 

a yeenduning] in the other,made the former bck fora 
ſpot of ground, and the latter grew to ſo high a de- 
of diſcontent for want of the knee of a poor Jay ar .hat 


than the Croſs. or po doth. We owe more of 

evil of - croſſes, troubles, and afflictions, to the un- 

reſtleſs, impatient diſtemper of our mind, than to 

We are like men ina Fever, that infinitely increafe 

irheat by theix toſfing and tumbling, more than if 

- Er ſill; and then. they 'complain of the uncalinel(s 

r Bed 3: Like the: Prophet”s wild Bull in a Net, we 

e and tyre- our ſelves, worſe with our ſirugling 

we were:mmore patient and Kill z or like the Ship, 

Fs not broken by the Rock, but. by its one violent mo- 

: hon agai it. Why then ſhould L diſcontent and. diſ- 

yaict my ſelf with my condition, when I make itand my 
f thereby worſe and more uncaſie ? 


[; 10. As mydifcontentedneſs and unquictne's renders 


y Condition the more uneafie, ſoit no way contluceth- to 
wy. reſcrie from##: For ſince I cannot; be ſo brutiſh as to 
nk that the occurrences which befal Men are without 


i Divine ConduR; ſo it is-certain that all his Ditpenſa- 
_—_— are Wile, and diredted. to a Wiſe End ; and even 


fictions themſelves have their exrand and butineſs .to 
e Men moze humble, watchful, and conſiderate. JE 


or my Child for: his fault, and he continue fill 
more (tubborni,” I ſhall Corre& him longer, till he xcturn 
{ to his ſubinifſivencis and duty. Why then ſhould I dif> 
content my ſelf; and be impatient under my affliction, 


it is not only vain and fruitle(s, thereby. to expe&t 
iverance, but in all probability the likcliet way to 
me ſtill under it ? 


F ' 11. As thus my condition is not amended, but made 


F the worſe, more {evere, and laſting by my impatience and 
'Acontent, ſo Patience and Content ation xrell give tne theſe 


** as great 


. there be ſtorms' and tempeſts and rolling Seas without 


. on and Patience : But -yet'they often 'times tailed, and 
lets me into the Secorid *Confideration; namely the Diz Þ* 


«><: 55+ >; 
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196 _  - Of Contentation,\.. 
freat * ddvahtages : 1. "In allF probability" it wiil ſhorten 
my 1Mi&ion, becauſe it hath" obtained its effe@ and end, 
arid the mieffage it brings is. duly anſwered. 2, But 
howſoever it will make ir infinitely more caſte, the leſs 
I fituggle under it. 3. And, which is the beſt of all, it 
gives me the Poſſeſhon of my own Soul, internal peace 
and tranquility of Mind, a kind and comfortable ſerenj- 
ty of Spirit : 1 remain Mafier of my paſſions, of my ins 
rellte&tnals, of my ſelf, and am not tranſported into- ano- 
ther thing, than what becomes a' reaſonabJe mans thoagh 


I'D [ 


me, yet all is caltn and quiet within. ' Contentation and- 
Patience- renders -my outward condition of little cons 
cernment to me, ſo long as'it gives me'the opportunity 
to poſſeſs and enjoy my felf,, my vertye 'and goodneſs, 
and-theatteſtation ofa good Conſcience, 8 

12. Thongh I want forewhat that others have, yet 
*tis ten to one that I have fomewhat that many as good, it 
not better, want, It may be I wantWealth, yet: I have 
Heath z it may be T want Health, yet I have Children 
that orhers warit. IT wilff learn Contentment by-confis © - 
dering others wants and my enjoyinents;/ and not leam FF* 
Diſcontent from others enjoyments and'my'own wants.. 

Theſe be the Moral Confiderations;-and truly they be Þ* 
of great weight, moment, and uſe ; and, as'I ſaid; carried } 1, 
the Heathen a great way in the Virtues of Contentatis Þ: 


Os = RE EO Ee er EC Deana” en 36  OIN ong hr et ee © & 
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were too weak to compoſe the mind. under a ſtorm of F 
croſſes, loſſes, and afflitions; and therefore Almighty: $* 
God hath furniſhed/us with a more excellent way,” which 


vine and Evangelical helps to Paticnce' and Contentatis 
on: Their number will not be ſo many as the former, Þ 
but their weight and efficacy greater, and they are ſuch 


1. The worſt I hcre ſuffer is leſs than T d ſerve; and 
| [9905 


| Of Contentation.” I 97 
the leaſt that I is more; than I.can in-juſtice expe» 
:ſt is the gift war 3 oi of God: I have therefore reaſon 
:to be Content / and Thankful for the leaſt Mercy ; and 
Br h 4 be patient and. quiet under my greateREvil. | 
leſs 2, There-is no affliction, croſs, 'or condition of life, 
, it ut is reached out to us from the Hand or Permiſſion of the 
cace F moſt Glorious Soveraign of all the World, to whom we 
"| owe an infinite ſubjection, becauſe we have. out Being 
'-J from him ; and therefore it is but juſt and reaſonable 
no- } for us to content our ſelves with what he is pleaſed thus 
agh to inflict: And the greateſi Croſs or Affliction of this lite, 
_ FB i nor-anſwerable to his Bounty and Goodneſs in giving 
ow | ay Being, - 
ons 2-3. He is not only the abſolute Soveraign of us; and all 
= the World, but he is the moſt juſt and wiſe Governour 
- of it,and all- men, and all the abalone of his Govern- 
Tent are directed to moſt Juſt, Wiſe, and Eccellent Ends; . 
And therefore we have all imaginable .reaſon, not only 
patiently to ſubmit, but cheerfully and. contentedly to 
*bear any condition that he diſpenſeth, and, with an im- 
Flicit faith, co reſign our wills to his, as being aſſured it is 
” Y infinitely more Wiſe and Juſt than ours. Sometimes they 
Þ are the Acts of his yy” to puniſh us for ſome paſt x 
»  Þ fence; but always the Adts of his Wiſdom, cither to try 
F »s, fo reclaim us, to prevent us from worſe evils; or 
| Roamend us, to make us more humble, watchful, duti- 
, circumſpe&; to draw us off from too much reſting 


xd 6h the World ; to make us bethink our felves of our 

of | duty, and returning to him by Repentance, Faith and 

7 F- Obedience. 

wo 27-4. He is not only a Wiſe and Juſt Governour, but a | 
| is "moſt merciful and tender Father; and one that out of very 


"Faithfulneſs, Love, and Goodneſs, correats us,” as a Fa- 
'” | ther dothhis Son he entirely loverh: and upon this acr 
* | count he may reſt: affured, 1. That he never aflidts, or 
4 | ads, or permits any/Cxoſs.to fall upon ys, byt ic .is far 

; = O 3 | Our 
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our everlaſting, 'and many tifries' for our temporal good 4, +þ 
2, That no crofs or ation fl ſhall lye dom yg or heavier: F 
upon us, than is conducible perk np * 3."That he. þ ; 
doth, and will always, {end pag his Staff with his Rod; | Tt 
his Grace with his Aﬀfiction, to Tutor and Inſtrudt us,to: hk 
Support and Comfort us ; and if we find not this ſupport; p 
in our greateſt Afidtion, "it is not becauſe it is wanting I'm 
to us, but becauſe we are wanting toit, to lay hold upon 

it, and improveit. 

5. Fer our farther aſſarance of 'his Love to us, and 
care of us, we have the word of the great Monarch of the 
World, the Mighty , Faithful , and Alk ſufficient God: 

T will not leave thee, nor fi ake thee, Heb. 13. 5. 

6. He hath given us the'greateſt pledge of his Love 
and goodneſs, that the” moſt doubting or craving. Heart Y'þ 
in the World could ever defire ; bis Son to be our Sacris i & 
fice:. and how ſhall he not with him 'give us all things | © 
needful, uſeful and beneficial ? Rom. $. 32. . 

This Son of his he made the Captain of our Salvation, 
and yet he made him a Man of forrows, and acquainted 


with gricf, Iſa. 33, 3. and made perfe& by ſutferings; 
r 


Heb. 2.9, 1G. Andthis Son of God id bear, not only I ki 
with Patience, but with Refignation, and Contentation -£ 
of Mind ;, Mzt. 26. 39. Not as T will, but as thou wilts 
Luke 12. 50. TI have a baptiſm to be baptized withal, and 
how am I ſtraitned till 'it be accompliſhed ? and when all F- 
was done, feſus, that was Farr, a little: lower than the 3 
Angels, ſor the ſuffering of death, was crowned with | 
Glory and Honour; That be by the grace of God ſhould F'p 
zaſt Death for every Man, For it becante bim, for whom ave | 

+ all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many | 
Sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation 
rhrough ſufferings, Heb. 2. 9. and this was done, ( belides' 
that Expiatory Sacrifice thereby tnade for. us ) for theſe 
admirable Ends : 1, That we might” ſee before us, the 
ordinary method of the _2 Difpenſation, — _ 

terna 


nel 2251+ I. 0. I. IO *M REO RR nnMo Swe, [= x 28 ans th 


imſelf well pleaſed. 2, That we might ha 
| ple before us : He, that is made the tre po 
I ation, , was likewi@ tobethe common pattern ar inuage 
wherer ele Diſciple go Followers are to.be 
formed, both. paſlively and a ; he lay * s.cxhibited 
x the Firſt-born A—_— 


common 

bein ; and Followers 
made per- 

h a vale 


a ſo muſt we; that if. we 


we may be glorified with him :. He was 


> hibi Standard and. Pattcrn..of a 
G riſtian* s moe ra in S loweſt eſtate that. can befal 
him in this Life : and ſuxely we have reaſon to. be con- 


tented to: be conformed, and ſubje& to the condition of 
"the Captain of our Salvation. 3. That as he was thus 
ted as 2 paſhve example of our. conformity ,. {0 


pb became an active example for our imitatida ;. full of 


ietn compoſednelſs, ubmiffion,” patience, ' and; con- 
tation, to give us an Example, 1 Pet. 2. 21, and: to 
int- upon- us the, ſame temper and frame of Mind, 


bil. 2:6. that whiles we behold his example, we may, 

"by a ſecret 35 Fw be transformed, as it were,-into the 

ame mould and. image. 4+ That we might have this great 

2 pede: IS that. he who once lived in this 
rl 


had experience of the difficulties and trou- 


&les of it, and is now tranſlated to the righthand of the 
glorious Maffiy of God, and hath the proſpet of all our 
wants, and needs, and ſorrows, and troubles, | and fuffer- 


ings, and of the degrecs of firength we have to bear it, 

and hath:the plepitade of ex to ſupport, to | 

nan delivery L ſay, that we may be afluted, that he is 
Q 4 a mer- 


YR pleaſed thy hocdnecl of Almighty K 

Ag knows our frame and conſiders thatwe are wel b 
duſt)' to uſe as nuich indulgence- and compliance, .as {| 
poſſible for a'moſt tender Father to his'weak and fro 
Children; Thar ſince he knows . Afflidion/and Crate þ 
are as neceſſary for us as the very beſt of -al};our Bleſſi 
yet the gives us all the helps' and ſupplics:thar are i 
nable, 'with' the / greateſt Tuitabl to. our- nature, q| 
make them' cafe, ſupportable, and profitable 3and 
bearus up to bear them, - with'the greateſt patience | 
contentation; We cannot be without them, for thenwl! | 
are very apt to, grow-proud and ſecure, Ammar | Þ 
infolent, to ſet up our- reſt, and be building of Tabes F ® 
nacles here, to dread and fear death beyond all meaſure i 4 
and order, and tobe utterly unprovided for'it, tobe dels} * 
rous to'take our portion in this life,” and to make out 
Heaven op this fide death ; as the two Tribes deſired 
rheir lot on this ſide Fordan, becauſe they found it-conves. {Xi 
nient.” (*Nzm. 32.) And though we cannot well be with» Y % 
out them, -y&t we ſtand in need of daily helps to bear | ® 
then paticntly, contentedly and profitably 5 and-we are I} 
accordingly , by the Divine Goodneſs, turniſhed with. 
helps ſuitable to our condition and frame. | 

As all the aflictions, crofles, and troubles in this life 
are managed by'the wiſe Providence and Goveriment 
of the moiſt wiſe and merciful God, and have their. voice, 
errand; and meſſage from him tous, ( pr; % the Rod, and 
'bim that hath appointed it: ) So, he hath' gin us the in- 
eſtimable Jewel of his Word, to dept and unriddle 
what che'mieans by them, and to infiruc us how to carry 
pur ſelve- under chem; how to improve them all for our .. 
4axirgal and- everlaſting good 3 how with patience and 


cheer: 


uln eonalk_gs them ; hw to: be drawn the 
> God'by*them. - And to this end he hath given 
& divine and: wiſe Counſels touching them ; great 
e'of his love, goodnels, and the light of his coun- 
. { d6birry nd conduct us with comtort and depen- 
oO pen him-i in them; and hath'giveni us admirable 
, which are ſo'many Commentaries and Expoſi- 
5 upon them, :and'to-ſhew us what he means and'in- 
ids in. them and. by them: As the Examples of the 
F þ'Church and People ; the Examples of his beſt 
; [ ints and Servants, and: their ſufferings, and the _—_ 
Eien; and their deportment under them, and whe 
py failed, and wherein they benefited by them; as 
", Job Moſes, David, Hezekjab, Fofiah, and all the Apo- 
and Primitive Chriſtians: in'whom we may with 
4c clearneſs and fatisfaQion obſerve how much advan- 
Bs: gethey got by their afflictions ; what loſſes they were 
7 their peeviſhne(s, frowardnefs and diſcontent with 
;-afMicted conditions 3 what comfort , ſatisfaction, 
} benefi they attained by their patience, quietneſs, 
y of mind, voluntary ſubmiſſion to the Divine Pro- 
dence, and contentation with their cltates, though ne- 
ver (o troubleſome and uneaſie. 
b But above all the bountiful God hath brought Life 
md Immortality to light through the Goſpel ; He hath 
2 giver us the cleareft conviftion imaginable that this 
ſorld, and our Lifein it, is not our xy End and 
; bur the place of our Pilgrimage ; at beſt our Inn, 
bl our Home 3 our-place of tryal ahd preparation for a 
| bbetter-ſiate: He hath ſhewed us that it is but our paſſage, 
Jand ſuch a paſſage as muſt and ſhall be accompanied with 
aflictions, and it may be, with perſecrition by evil men, 
vil Angels, evil Occutrrences : that it,is the place of -our 
warfare'z' a troubleſome and tumultuous ftorriy -Sea , 
| through which we muſt paſs before we come to our Ha- : 
_: nat our Countrey, our Home, our place of _ and 
apPl-. 
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happine, lies on the other' fide, of . death, whaxe theſtue 
Ul be no forrow, nor tzouble, nor fears; nor dangers lms; 
nor afflitions, nar tears; bute placeiof cternal and, una 
changeable comfort,. fulneſs -of moſt pure and- unintewYus 
rupted pleaſures, and. that for'eyermore ; 'that through ts 
many tribulations and afflictions we mult enter into.that Yi 
Kingdom, as his ancient People centred into;their Conday i ww 
through a Red Sea, a tixefom and* barren Wilderneſs wn 
fiery Serpents, wants, enemies, and uninterrupted days & wor 

ers and difficulties: that” our light affliftions, which #4 | © 

but for a moment, work for us & far more exceeding - and | ® 

Eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. - Qur affligiions 
irnvecnicnces in'this World, 1. Are light in'« 
riſon of that exceeding, far more - exceeding. weight» © ® 
Glory: 2. As they are but light, ſo being compared with | i 
that eternal weight of glory, theyare but for a moments I 
The longeſt Li 


threeſcore and ten years, and though the more trouble I i 
ſome and uneaſie that life is, the longer it ſeerns, yet com | #1 
parcd with the infinite Abyſs of Eternity, it is but a mes | © 


ment,-yca- leſs than L ma, if les can RY W 
the longeli ſtay in this Life, if compared with Eternity, 
And the gracious God hath preſented this (greateſt and | 
moſi important truth to us, with the/ greateſt Enidene 
and Aſſurance that the mo deſponding and- ſuſpicious 
Soul can deſire. 1. He hath given his own Word: of 
Truth to aſſure us of it. 2. He cm. his own Soul, 
to {cal it unto us, by the moſt powertul and convincing 
evidence: jmaginable 3; by - his Miſſion from Heaven. 'on 
purpoſe to tell us it z-by his Miracles; by. atteſfiations 
trom Heaven ; by the! laying down his own Life-in 
witnels of it ; by his ReſurreQion and Aſcenſion z' by 
the miraculous Miſſion of his - Holy* Spirit viſibly and  Þ} - 
audibly. - Again, 3. He hath confirmed it to us, by-the || 
Dodtrine and Miracles of his Apoſtles ; by-their: Death 
and Martyxdom; as. a Witneſs of the Truth - they 
2 : taught z 


e we here live is- not ordinarily abow || 


| goubleſome World :; And this prolpeR, 


£ Dany 4 ps 
Ly * = 
- 
) 


by the numexous, Converts;and Primitive Chriſti- 
ks, and Godly Martyes, who all lived and died in this 
-and forit ; who :made it their choice rather to 

fr aliions with the peo e of God, than to enj 

e@s of Sin for a - ( dedaring plainly -t 
q þ-od fought a better City and Countrey, that is, a Heas 
[= ly, Heb. 12. 15. 25. and this Countrey , and this 
y they had in their Eye, even while we « 20 in this _ 
txe is hope, and 
Fi ap ation, rendred this lower World of no great value 
1; the pleaſuxes thereof they eſteemed but .low 
6 lictle. the troubles and uncaſineſs thereof they 


Þ cs patiently, cheerfully, and contentedly ,, for 
looked beyond them, and placed their hopes, Fi ; 
ure, their comfort above them. And even whiles 
+ F were in this Life, yet they did, by their faith and Do 
 F anticipate theirown happineſs, and enjoyed by faith,cven 
kefore they: aQually poſſeſſed it .by fruition; for Fab 
hob ſubſtance of things boped for, Heb. 1 1. and makes thoſe 
Gings preſent by the tirnineſs of a ſound perſwaſion, 
thich are in themſelves future and to come. 

this is that, which will have the ſame effet with 


$4 we live and-belieye as they did, and be but firm- 


| & &; and ſoundly perſwaded of the truth of the Goſpel, 
thus admirably confirmed unto us. This is the vitory that 

| apt the morld, even our faith, Heb. 10. 38. The juſt 
Baf live by faith, 2: Cor. 5.7, We Live by Faith; and 
by ſight ; and excdlent is that paſlage to this pur- 

2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 18, For which cauſe we. faint not, 

our outward man periſh, yeb our __ man is r4- 

by day. Far onr light offiidion, which is but for a 

ntl worketh for #s a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
EF le we lookyot at the things which are ſeen, but 
'# the lee which are nat ſeen : for the things which are 


| | | Jen, ave temporal, but the things which are not Jeen, are eter- 


And 
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s 494 D Of Contentation. 
And therefore if we do but ſeriouſly: believe the t 
of the Goſpel, rhe truth of the lifeto come, the beſt ex 
ternal things'of 'this World will ſee but of fmall/w 


ment to take up the{choiceſt of our defires or hopes; a 
the worſt things this World can inflict will appear tg 


light to provoke us'to impatience or diſcontent. Het 1} "| ſ 3 


hatch but Heaven and Everlaſting Glory in 
- afirm expedtation, will have a mind full of contentath 
ifi the midſt of the loweſt and darkeſt condition heres " | 
Earth.Impatience and diſcontent nevercan fiay 
us, if we awake our minds,and ſummon up offi 2. 
hope in that life and happineſs tocome.. *S ons if 9) 
of gmpaticnce and diſcontent, may like clouds ariſe anl Y 
oſ us for a while; but this faith, and this hope roo Y F 
in the Heart, if ftirred up, will, like the Sun, ſcatter 
and diſpel them, and cauſe the light of- patience, conteys bo 
tagon and comfort to ſhine through them. - 

*And as we have the hope of Immortality and Bl 
Kdteſs ſet before us, ſo the- Means and Way to attain it 
is eafie and -ofen to all ; rſon is excluded from. it, 

that wilfully rxclides not h © An 


(elf, 1/a.' 51, 1. 
one that thirfteth, come ye to the” waters,” and be at 
no' money come ye, buy and eat without money and withat BE 
price. Rev.' 22. 17. Whoſoever will, "let bim take of th& W 3 
waters of life freely. Mat. 11. 28. Come wnto. me- all » BE 
that labour ant "are heavy laden, and 1 wi "= you. reſt, 


The way'to everlaſting happineſs, and co quent 3 to 
contentation here,' is laid open to- all. It was the ln | 
reaſon why God made Mankind; to communicate Ever- 


laſting happineſs to thetn- 3 and when they wilfully threw |} 


away that happineſs,” it was the end why he ſent his Son 
into the World," to'reftore Mankind unto it. Andas the 
way is open to all, { it is calie to all; his yoak is caſe, 
and his burthen lipht. The terms of attaining happineſs, 
. if ffincerely endeavoured, are ealie to be pextormed, by 

yextue of that Feany, chat Almighty God affords to' all 
F | men, 
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Mea; that do not wilfully reje&t it: namely, tp believe 


truth. of the Goſpel, ſo admirably confirmed ;, and. 


acerely. to. endeavour. .to obey the. precepts thereof, 
ich are both: juſt and reaſonable, highly. conducing to 


ar to 


* thallt contentation in this life, and conſrummating our hap-. 


cls in the life to come.: And for, our encouragement 
8 £1s obedience, we are ſure to, have, if we defircit, 
— Fke Special Grace and the Bleſſed Spirit to aſſiſt us, and 

merciful Father to accept of our lincerity,and a gracious 
w [3 to Contentation in this life, , and happineſs in 
7 he life rocome;as it is plain and certain, fo it is open and 


» 


_—_—_ our failings and deficiencies.So that the: 


-none is excluded from it, but it is free and open toi 


» & What are but willing to uſe this means to attain. it. | 
*And1I ſhall wind; up all this long Diſcourſe touching 
Gontentation with, this plain and. ordinaxy Inſtance, 1 


ve before aid that our home, our Countrey is Heaven. 


wd Everlaſting Happineſs, where there are no ſorrows, 
wr fears, nor troubles ; that this World is the place of 
wr travel, and. pilgrimage, and. at, the, beſt our Jon: 


bw when I am in myJjourney, I meet with. ſeveral; in-- 


Enveniencies ; it may. be the way is bad and \fou], i the 
weather tempeſtuous and ſtormy 3 it may be I mgec. with 


7 Y,, Or all daſhand dirt me in it, yet I cantent my {c]t, 


F / 
"I ; ne rough Companions, that either turn me out of: my 


it all will be mended when I come home ; bur-if. I 

FE @ance to lodge at my Inn, there it may be I meet with 
ad entertainment, the Inn js full of gueſts, and I am 
Akruſt into an inconvenient Jodging , or ill diet, yet I 

ÞF @ntent myſelf, and confider it is no other than what I 
tavereaſon to expe, it is but according to the common 
condition of things..in that placez neither am I ſoli- 
fitous to. furniſh my lodgings with better accommoda- 


tions, for I muſt not expe to make long ſtay there, it is; 
tmy Inn, my place of repoſe for a night, and not my, 


home 3 and therefore I content my (elf with it as I tind 
of it; 
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206 Of Contentation. | C | 
it,” all will be amended when I come home. In the {an 
manner it is with this World ; perchance I meet wit 
anilt and uncomfortable paſſage mon ic,” I have; 
lickly Body, a narrow Eſtate, ' meet with. affronts: anj 
diſpgraces, loſe my friends, companions and relations, my WE 
belt entertainment in it is but troybleſome and. uncafie; YEE 
Burt yet I do conitent ry ſelf ; Teonfider it is but my 5] 
#oprimage, my Paſſage, my Inn; it is not my Country, nat YS 
the place of my Reſt:” this kind of uſage or conditiou''s Y® 
but according to the Law and Cuſtom of the Place; '& | © 
will be amended when I come home, for in my Fathery BT 
houſe there are Manſions, many Manſions, inftead of my 
Inn, and my Saviour himſelf hath not diſdained” to by 
- my Harbingerz he is gone thicher before me, and gong | 
to prepare a place for me; I will therefore quiet and cow |F 
tent my ſelf with the inconveniencies of my ſhort . jours: [ - 
ney for my accommodations will be' admirable when FX 
come to my home, that heavenly Fernſalem, which'is the BY 
place of my reſt and happineſs, ; | © BE 
But yet we mulſt- withal remember, that though: Hes #7 
ven is' our home; the phce of our Reſt and Happinel | | 
yet this World isa place for our Duty and Employmenty FF” 
and we muſt uſe all-honeſt and lawful means to preſerves Y* 
our Lives and'our comforts by our honeſt care and: dil” W*7 
ence.. AsSit is. qur duty to wait the time till our Lord 
__ and'Maſtercalls, fo itis/ part of our 'task in this Worl|: 
givenus by the great' Maſter of the' Family of Heaven Þ 
and Earth, to be employed for the Temporal good of our | 
ſelves and others. It'is indeed our principal buſineſs to | 
fit our ſelves for our everlaſting home; and to think of ity $ 
but it is a part of our duty nd at of Obedience, whiles | Z 
we arc here, toemploy our ſelves with honeſty and dili- 
gence in our temporal employments : Though we are t 
not to ſet our hearts upon the conyeniencies of. this life, F » 
yet we are not to reject them, bur to uſe them thank '« 


tully and Soberly ; for they are bleſſings that deſerve our: 
| Gratis 


207 


te) ng not Cen to take 
- an,. and Afflictions _ 
| our mn gp wt muſt not- wiltully 
| herr , nor ran. into them. : Lee God be nill the 
iy il om pentation for he is wiſe, and knows 
fe: wat | {fit for us, when ol oily ny bates ſo fit for- 
, When he ſcads them, or permits thera, our: 
y's Patience and GContentation, but buti<plmmooly our 

choice is headixong/ and fooliſh, | 

Itwas:the Exror of "_ _ Converts to Chriſia-, 
bs thn they thought, tha when Heaven fe Heaven= 
ndedneſs was effed, tha Sug gold ekently they muli:caſt 
Gall care of the\ orld, deſert t Callivgs, and bully 
warinecefſarily thruſt themſetves into | dangers, that ſo 
I joht ge = of all worldly care and buſineſs, and 
tſelf. This the Apollles frequently regrove, and 
Us the error of it, and that juſtly : For the truth of 
[X8, our continuance in this Life, and in our honeſt em- 
[E ments and callings, our thankful uſe of external bleſ- 
pr and our honeſt endeavours for them ; the en- 
todo good in our places, fo long as we conti- 
in them; our prudent prevention of external evils, 
art of that Obedience we owe to our Maker, and 
FE that Exerciſe or 'Task that is us by him 
wperform in this life, and our cheerful, faithful, diligent 
wverſation herein, is ſo fax from bein; incompatible to 
| | iſtianity, that it is part of our Chriſtian duty, and of 
t ſervice we owe to our Maker; and it is indeed the 
merciſe of our patience , and the evidence of a con- 
mind ; for whoſoever grows ſo weary of the 
World, that preſently, with froward Jonah, he wiſheth 
tad % or throws.off all, it isa ſign of want of that con- 
mation -that is. here commended : becauſe true Con- 
tentation conſiſts in a cheerful and ready compliance 
{with the Will of GoJ, and notin a froward pretcrence 
of our own "wo or choice, It was par; of ovr pate $ 
excellent 
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Of Compataeine' 0. 


to make the” worſt conditions Re World abr 
king the mindquiet, patibaty'y 
| ntented and impatient tial / 
that truly makes the'World much mote A 
bs in it ſelf, £ 3; giv 
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"Preparation for chow: and 


- \ ADL of them, and of our Delivery 
out of evans 


hs. 


Aﬀiition mma not forth of the duſt 4 
tg, i trouble ſpring out of the ground : , 3 
fr ” is born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly ups 

- Wards, 


OB's Friends , though in the patticular Caſe of 
Fob, they were yet they were certainly 
very wiſe, godly and oblicting Men ; and many 
of Mel Sentences _ full - excelent and which | 
{0s particularly . this Speech of Eliphaz, whi ." 
importceth.theſe two uſeful Propaſiians, —_— 
-J. Myon the general ftate of Man in this Warld is a b- 
lt of Trouble and Affition ; and it is ſo common. to 
> 


ſo incident to all degrees. and conditions of Man- 

that it __ almoli as univerſal, » hee natural 

propenfion in the ſparks to fly upwar o. perſon 
-of whatſoever age, ſex , condition , degree , quilic | 
? ben, but hath a -art in this common ſtate of Man- 
7 and although ſome "I to haye a greater por- 
<4 > "tion 


210 Of Aﬀilions. x | 
tion of it than others, ſome_ ſeem to have greater andiſi 
longer viciffitudes and intertniſſions and allays'they 
than others, .yet none. are totally exempt from- it: $ 


"4 
PL. 


it is rare to'find-any Man, that hath had'.the 'ordingyl gs 
extent of the Age of Man, but his Troubles, Croffallfel 
Calamities , Afflictions have overweighed and exceedalfi ne 
the meaſure of his Comfotts and Contentments in thi: 
Life. * :F 
2, "That yet thoſe Affliflions. and troubles jdo neithir W 
grow up. by a certain regular and conſtant courleWF C1 
Nature, as. Plants and Vegetables do out of theGround 
neither are they meer accidental and.'icafaal ;cbut tha Y up 
are ſent, diſpoſed , direfled, and managed by the con 
and guidance of the moſt Wile Providenc of 
God: and this he proveth jn-the ſequel of this/Chapts, 
And as. in all things in Nature the moſt wiſe God dothno- 
thing at random, ors at'a venture, 10 in \this part bp : 
Providential Diſpenſation towards Mankind, ..he do 
exerciſe the ſame, - with' excellent . Wiſdom ,. and fe 
excellent Ends ; even forthe very good and advantaged 
- Mankind in general, and particularly of thoſe very Pea: 
ſons that ſeem moſt to ſuffer and be AfﬀiQRed by them: © ; 
ſometimes to puniſh, ſometimes'to corre, ſometimes to Yn 
prevent, ſometimes to heal,” ſpmetimes'to'prepare,. ſome- 
times to humble, always to inftru&, and teach;and better 
.. the Children of Men. $4 0 Stoig "At9 9. 3\)- - _ 
And indeed, if there were no other end' but thek 
that follow., This ſeeming ſharp Providence of | Almighty || + 
God would be bighly juſtified : namely ;, -firſt to- keep | +; 
Men Humble and Diſciplinable. - Man is a'proud, -vain |} ©; 
Creature, and were that humour conſtantly: fed. with Þ 
proſperity and fucceſs, it would ſtrangely: puff up this. | + 
vain humour: Afflictions and Troubles/are the exc Þ-. 
| Tent and neceſſary correftives of it, -and prick this ſwel- Þ 
_ Jing impoſtamation 'of. Pride' and | Haughtineſs,” which Þ 
would otherwiſe render Men intplerable EEC wo 
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r Lit 
ind one-to another.. Secondly, to bring Mankind ts * 


mgnize Almighty God, to ſeck urito him, to depend 
'* Yano him: This .is the moſt natural and ſpecial Tek | 
ind of. Aflictions , Hoſc 5. 154 In their Affidtions they will 
roll ok me ecrly., Fangb x. The rough arid ftubborn Mari- 
cedal ners in a ſtorm, will cry every one to his. God. Thirdly, 
2 thi To Tutor and Diſcipline the Children of Men in this 
+ I great Lefſon,, That their happineſs lyes not in this. 
World, but ina better; and by this means, even by the 

cAY Crofſes and Vexations and Troubles of- this World, ahd 
uns Bf by theſe plaih and ſenſible Documents to carty Mankind 
i wp to the End of their Beings. God kiiows thoſe few 
and. lietle Comforts of this Life , notwithſtanding all 

e Troubles and Crofſes with which they are interlat- 

We are apt to keep the hearts even of good Men , 

i £00 great love of this World. What would become 

&. us, if our whole Lives here ſhould be altogether 
Iolſperous and contenting , without the intermixture 
ot Croſſes and Aflictions ;- But of theſe things more here- - 


ol fince the State of Mankind in this World- is for 
en: & the meſt part thus Cloudy and Stotmy, and that ordina- 
my we can expet it to be no otherwiſe, there are theſe 
" Ganfiderations which become every wiſe and good* Mind to 
"*Kquaint himſelf with. | 
>”. 1. What Preparation is fit to be tnade by evety Man 
Bo before they come. | | 
*.,.2. How they are to be received, and entertained, and 
**, improved, when they cortic, and while they are in- 
2, ..cumbent. / 
7.3. Whatis the beſt and ſafeſt temper of mirid whety 
+, any of them are removed. | 


34A Touching the firſt of theſe , nariiely , Preparation 


» 


' hefcre they com? ; and the beſt Preparatives ſeem to be 
? | P 2 2: A 


| theſe | 
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212. of iftions.” . 


;1; A right and found convittion', and cnfiderarinl 
c& this moſt certain; experimental Truth, namely, Than 
noguan whatſoever, how. good; juft; pious; wife focverp 
can by any means expect to be 
muſt be more or leſs ſubje& to Ai 


or other, at one time or another, +2 [1 


: | & 
- 
- 
4 4 
0 


mon to Mankind ; and herein I ſhall forbeat the Inftar” 
ces which concern our Childhood and Youth, as fach, 
which yet notwithſtanding are ſubje& to AﬀMict 
that though they ſeem not ſuch to Men of riper yea 
yet are as real and ent, and deeply and f ſen 
grievous to them, as thoſe that ſeem of greater moment” 
to Men of riper years: But 1 ſhall apply my felf tg 
thoſe Inſtances which are mote evident, and of whiclf 
thoſe that have the exerciſe of their reafbn may be mot# 
capable. | : 
Afflictions ſeem to -be of #wo kinds : 1. Such as art 
common Calamities, befalling a Nation, City, or Socie- 
ty of Men. 2. Or more perſonal, that concern a Man 
his particular. - 
1, Touching the former of theſe, namely, Commun 
Calamities , ſuch are Wars, Deyaſtations, Famines, 
_ Peſtilences, ſpreading Contagions, Epidemical DNiſcafes, 
great Conflagrations : experience tells us, and daily lets 
us ſee, that they involve in their extent the generality 
of Men, good and bad, juſt and unjuſt, pious and pro- 
fane: and: although the gracious God is ſometimes 
pleaſed, for ends beſt known to himſelf, ſtrangely to 
preſerve and reſcue as it were, ſome out off a common 
Calamity, yet- it.is that which L do not know how any 
Man. .can . promiſe himſelf, though otherwiſe never. fo, 
pious and juſt, becauſe T find not that any where under 
the Evangelical Diſpenſation God Almighty hath _ 
mile 
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jo any ary loch immunity; and common 
ce ſhews us,. that good and bad are oftentimes 


d-in the effects and extremities.” of the ſame 
1 calamity : and indeed it would be little leſs 
ſomewhat above the ordinary 

f the Aaighry s regiment of things, to give 
exemption 'in_ ſuch caſes. . If a Man receive 


= ng from God ; he is bound eminently 


#*» it as; a fignal, "if not miraculous inter- 
Fentic fon of hel Divine Mercy but it is not that which 
1tcaſonably expe& ; becauſe, although upon 

Fac: Lang momentous occaſions Almighty God i is plea- 
aly.to give, out - Miracles, but even to promifle 

, as-in thejuſtifying of the truthof the Goſpel, 
' +6rſt rb thereof, yet it is not equal for any. 

F x perſon to ſuppoſe, that for the preſervaticn 
of he particular -intereſt or concernment, God Almighty 
quld. be as; jt were. engaged to put forth a Miracle, -or 
at ales than: a Miracle 3 and the reaſons bereof are, 

Becauſe under the Evangelical diſpenſation , the 
Lvot of goodneſs, piety, and obedience, are of ano- 
, and: of a \greater moment, namely, Eternal 

poi not . Exemption from T — Calhami- 


Lathe iy Nieonn both in their 
4-H and exemptions : And there - 

on for it; for they were to be ,a Monu- 

Gl and, 4 Drs Ree alſo. to. Weure ages. Ns 
ent 3 and conſequently 
pou t upon \.4F Account \of the Divine 

. expe © teffings and, Deliverances , even” in 

P 3 publick 
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2.14 Of Afﬀiflins. .. 
publick Calarnities that might befal' the People iv gibt 
Neral: But we have. no warrant” to carry over tha 

Promiſes of Tempoxal Benefits and, Exeniptions t' 9" 
Pbedience under the Goſpel, which'as it is founded" pay 
another Covenant, fo it is furniſhed with | trex'Pab A 


miles. CC eos es Bo 4 .M0 
2. Becauſe the beſt of men in this life, bave fins al; 
failings enow , to.juſtiſje' the Juſtice of Almighty GJ 


p : - 


4 . 


his. Mercy, Goodneſs, and Bounty, is abundantly mighl2; 
tied in reſerving a reward in RO far ond"th 11 
merit of their beſt , obedience and dutifulneſs. Sv tha 
though they are expoſed to Temporal Calarbities, ' . i 


mighty God. ſtill-remains not only 'a True and F 


* ful, but a Liberal and - Bountiful 'Lord' unto” tht! 
> [i "8 Afﬀiictions, and buc for a Moment, in 


pariſon to ancternal weight of Glory? And 
the latter is the reward of their Obedience under the 
Goſpel, while the. former may be xm the puniſh * 
ment or at leaſt correction for their Sins, + EY 
And therefore, although at the interceſſion of 4h | Wi, 
bam, the Lord was. pleaſed to grapt a relaxation of the Yi 
deſtrucion of Sogdom, for the fake of ten' Righteous; Ft 
was an at of his bounty ; and ſo it wis when he dd | 
 e.ed Lot and his Family : Yet he had not been unjuſt'if 
.h: had (wept them away in that' common' teripo1 
calamity, becauſe poſfible the fins of L# himſelf mig 
haye: been ſuch , as .might have' atquitted the 
of God in ſo doing: For the higheſt temporal 
is not diſproportionate to any one Sin: And althoughthe Þ % 
were pleaſed in Mercy 'to ſpare. [Ear and - his © two F* 
ughters, yet neither was he' wholly exempted from | : 
that, great calamity; 'for his Hoaſe, * Goods , and | 
. the reſt of hjs Family, periſhed in that terrible Confla- 


r ation, | 
X And 
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neon phis:Cool We have juſt cauſe to blame 
go Sorts: uf Þ mbloin, we The raſh cenſure of 
| F, Penton, Iu are too ready to cen= 
LG ' as | under acommon calamity, whether 
e,,Sward., or P ces as if ſo be they were 


Ar 2 ——— nie than thoſe that elcape 3 the 


IS. 
[f [<a 


Y. oF Kor in the 


Ma Holt np: +4 
__ 9. 2, 3+: 


IL Hyg ir own fins or failin 

= the Juſtice- and dings, of God, 
an , Eternal Reward: of their Obedience, 
fi GI them to the worſt of Temporal 


; F IC " I, 
Tfate, . 3: wrt befal the Name. 4. Such as a'man's 


ds 0X, clations. 
(= On ing the firſt of theſe Evils ,' namely, 
befal_the.. Body, they are. of two kinds: '1. Scme 


Fl it, axe opt {6 epidemical or univerſal upon- all men: 


--;Þx8.;,caſualties _ or accidental hurts , Diſcaſes 
the particular complexion 'or tempe- 

pe: ohs , ſuch as are hereditary Diſeaſes, 
Fident : | fo certain ' ages , infefious diſeaſes 
n.contagion, putrefaQion , ill diſpoſition of 
Waters. 2. Some difeaſes are {incident 


*- eycr e1 Y Fil the World, Tf a Man lives to a'great 


yery Age isa diſcaſe, and the decay of na- 


Hh t and. moiſture, doth in time bring the oldeſt 
P 4 Man 


"al: 


is end ; but if he re Hot to the lafy met 
. | Is he tticets With" 


Ry makes way for” l 
whole account, vongh pr) 

with this or that part 62 dif 
that it may be attaques a 

tal, ſo fare ſhall ſorne .« 


duſt of .death. per, & 
to'the Hniperf Th 7 1 Eh of death; isajid aſt 
be ſubje& ſooner, or later to' Thoſe Eiſcaſes: wal 
caſualties. or weakneſſes that mitt viher in; 

and difſolycion, And /although one | 
chrogical diſeaſe , another an acute , 

may eſcape a Contagion, another a. kk 
| man, may eſcape this. Diſcaſe or Pen 


yet. moſt certain it is that "Every "Mm 
ſome diſeaſe , diſtemper or cafualty The ſhall Me 


ficient to diſſolve his compoſition, and put a period 
his life.,: | 

2, .. Concerning, aflictions that / porcutirly it " / 
a man in his Eftate. 'It is” very tthe that WT ere 
afflicted in.this kind than. others. \ The: 


of this nature pttx/in/ ye 
rrue in all worldly matters h uhatert 
wans heart is ſet upon it, the d - more 
bitter. the croſs or affliction is therein.” ' But *though- 
afllicions in this kind, pinch ſome cloſer than” others, 
-Jet METS. la: very few that torally _elcape in this 
kind, ... Th poox man © reckons ' it” tion that 
.he. w ants #10 and the tich "mma ie | 
his attliffion cither'in loſs. of it, *or the fear 'of fuch 
Iles + \ which create as real a ouble4s Hh Jy tht ; 
ue 


- &- & 


; Envy ; and Opprefſiqn , fall 
are to'-zich. mens 
either they. - aQually' attach it, and 

; forrow ;.:0r: they do: continually ane 
Cat fochey nil fear. ..Nay ſometimes, wes 
an affliction.m his not;khawing where 


poſs or Tos as he-hach. chat wants 
ahing ale in the "Name: + Moſt certain- 


di ; tem: tome tris a 'ke 
fe "than-of the Man himſelf; and 


Marcie is 1 vy, theacfore 
$+a5on> and <atumnies: of .otherss aand:he! that twa- 
hes His "ride edi mr moſt; is -eaſicſt -blaſied 
| » worded by a calumny chough- really falls, 
than he that hath little mpuongion, c or " Gat eftcemys: ze 


"0 

© 1" Touching Friends There; po $a "this 
t Midvce che bf: of friends: 1b. That which, (ems 
Wſhal ; Yet very common” nanny nmqgro friends .þe- 
boit ro——y 'os atleaſt 'grow - int 3 whach 
[dartime: done rm alſe reporss, 
Dy prey: of factions, "by:differences:in-Tatters of 
Þterc(h;"by -the detlimation ''of/a man's! condition. ::r{3. 
P at'\which is <extaingz' Death takes (away /armaills 
 Herds /and *xelations- from: him, - or: him from then ; 
the thre friends'/and'telations ary man! hath, the more 
Tofſe's 'of them -or-4n-them , he fhall : neceſſarily —_—_ 


Fo is aecoutt'': becauſe every '.bne: of | them nfs 
u 
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4 18 of © Mend) 
ſubject to allthoſe ſony; wa 
ſubje& to, whether in eſtaty, nar bo 
eonſequently; the more friends. and 
crofſes and- ealamities-; © for: all the croſſes parmagino | 
that befal any'of''m friends, he cm , 
and in a manner made mine z/ and the greater my y 
of friends and relations are; "he: more loſſes of thery; 
irrthem-Tamſubjed to; for every: one.of them cis-ſubje 
to the ſame calamities with my ſelf, which come 
effe&t mine by participation:: :So.. that the more._fri 
and relations I : have, and the” dearer and nearer ; thy 
are, the more; crofſes I have;/;by/ parkcyating.: .theins 
and every bitter Arrow-that wounds an _ 
ecth upon me; and makesmy wounds the more, by 
much the more-friends and os I have 3, and make 
them the deeper,' by how much the nearer and. dearer 
thoſe friends or xelations are to:tme.:It is true, that i 
«multitude of: good: and: dear: friends and relations, ther 
is a communication. of -more comforts 3 but ſince gent 
rally the Sceneiof every man'slife; is faller of . rolls they 
comforts , 'txoubles and afflitions of ,my many: 
- relations out-bajance. and 1 vrewolgh. thoſe, camp 
Hotty. 7! 25 10 aw; 2 -. cal 
And theſe croſſes and aMidtions in Body, 
Name, and Ffiends;,. though. poſfibly they Toy not, 
-all-come togethet, .or .in- tha perfeQtion,) at. .gne tin, 
-upon-any one mays; : yet-as::n0.man /is exempt From 
pk of - them: ati any gary wh any. ſpecial, p 
ge, {oi ſometimes | they}i.have: fallen - in;;£ 
2: their perfcdtion;; even Jome of the,[beſ, mep 
- that.'; we read: of = Wi bo. ov [great - and: 
: Example. of :Jeb:who. at qne..time (uffexed.,;the.. 
; of: all Fs Children: , 'of | alk. his: $exyants ,, of- all. his 
Goods /, of! his Great. and', Hbnourable "Efteem. a- 
-mong Men of [his Health.z 88d; beſides all this. ; lay 
op; ſevere: ANG in-:bis! mind:;., and. under the 
unpy» 
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= 5 @l his'that hath been. Gia, a man may; and 
ok reaſon/and experience, ought to conclude, 
« ED 
"man exemption or from Af+ 
IE Ms of ſome, Het indec3of are kind. us F 
And' this Cinfideration | alone: is | ſufficient. 1. To fi- 
&ne 'and quiet: that” raurmuring, ' and . unquiet, and 
*- Diternper/ "that often ariſeth 'in the minds of 
"* vd "men - themſelves'z''that are ready to think them- 
gives: much- ihjared/'if:they- fall under the Calamities 
ligent” to Mankind :\ whereas re uſt and Wiſe God 
ve any: promiſe, or priv ; or exemption 
ISS araities Troubles to thoſe whom 
et Ts 'owns/'s/ his''Children, ' 2. This conſideration 
uMicient-to quiet the mindsof Perſons thus Affliced, 
Mlt-che common Temptation, which is apt to ariſe 


4 Cal 'this occaſion; as: if they. were hated or forſaken 


. G&d/ becanſe ſorely afflicted : | Whereas moſt cer- 
ly the "favour ot love of God is not to be meaſu. 
- >Tienply by 'Bxternals; but rather. the 

el teacherhy: us 4 quite contrary lefſon, \F#. 12. 

Watriely ;” That 'God 'is pleaſed to chaſten thoſe whom 

q rok beſt. i) 37:This - conſideration is ſufficient to 

theckthe '<enſoriviis humour, that is' in many, who 
"i 4 Bavbarrans, mn eſently conclude that | 

ow! or place”t5 beimore ſinful than o- +, 

9} becauſe they '[aifer-more, it may be, than others. 

- Wwas-the uncharitable, and indeed unreaſonable 

ar- of 'Foþ$' Frierids' of old, and of many at this 


Titne: In r erence both to publick and perſonal viſitati- 


A # 
) 


C 24 he ſecond! go6d Preparitive againſt AffiQion 


is 2 frequent practical Suppoſition ,, wherewith we are 


"ts Entertain our ſelves, 'even in the time of our greateſt 


Profpe- . 
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betta ton ara yp ine with his beſt and judicious 


del  Thot 3:  rabebly he 
| tered =_ het te whore elves as nil 


the mould of an afflifted :conditione; For. alarge Nog ; 
.L 1906 mv rin Jah 5. 5hag. if oe. 9 4 


contempt ot the. World ? 2) for oo. 
as ithis 1 ,rouaſt icome to ſooner: or [later 3 ; 
bear or:carry. my calf :init, 'or undlerit, were it; 
upon: me.? I thave mow a plentiful Eſtate , ; 
— what if cat ithis /moment, on) won bereft 


__ po ng. "Wife, 


pong me, .-aud are Pew ( | 
ſhould |in a moment deprive. we” of all theſe? wht 
if-my deareſt Friends ſhould i become: my hittereſt Engr 


mics,” how ſhould 1 beer my:ſelf., under-theſe Change? 
Irhave: a ;great name:and :efieem in the, World, ; 
if in a moment, :a':black icloud of :Iafamy and; 
and*Reproach was drawn Qyes it,.;and that: Uo 
beaome.. a ſcorn; and. reproach, with:Fob:39; 8, among 
Ghildrcn :of -Faols ?. [yea Children: of baſe gen 10 
chan the . earth? How -werxe- i -fitted with ;þ 
and _evenneſs:of mind -to -compart wath ng 
tibn, "till it pleaſeth Gad by A dap cg m—__ 
nifeliation;of my dnnocence ,. if ;þe- think, fit ; 
ter [this -black _cloyd' of _ Calaway and. I] Repekeſ 
if not , yet quietly under, it,to enjoy the, teliimany 
of..a good - Conſcience , and . my own _Integricy# 
Theſe and the like Anticipations of troubled * 
aud afflicted conditions ,. + would, habituate -and fit J's 
Qur , minds to bear them , furniſh. us with ſuitable }| ; 
tempers | for them 3 render ;them 'eaſfie to us "= 
| c 


; fs Finger map oc poerrn ty re 
wake to endure, more: familiar and —_—_ 


. The thind- Preparative n yormr moe and. cal» 
| feafons, is to reaſon” our ſe Ns any 

X 5 {and valtaren of the World , pr the beſt things 
fi Ee eb Nog tn een 
js buſineſs 3 but the Dodrine of the Goſpel hath gp# 
| wade moge noble and effectual Topicks ind Ar- 
a | ents, than any Philoſophy ever did or can: 1. By 
n. is us'a plain and clear eſtimate and valuation of 
ll [7 ens bo Bapmrtearee wr mrcne 
Y: | this not all 3 but 2. By ſhewing us plainly and 
wy more valuable , certain and” durable eftare 
bt f + Death, 0s way of witabeing: ie; with mach 
WF ore caſe and Contentation, than we: can attain the 
w wot id tcmporals of this World, Certain ic 
= N char che weight and fircſs of Aflitions and Croffes 
wy [- I not ſo mich in the things themſelves which we 
Wer in them or by them , as in that overvaluation 
6 Þ te we put upon thoſe conveniences which Afflictions 
_ &Croſfes deprive us of, When news was brought 
L that Noble Romen of the Death: of his Son, it was 
Ppreat pitch of Patience that even the Moral- con- 
L eration wrought in him, Novi me” genuiſſe mortalen 7, 
Sig + wm; it was not without a mixrure of 
a Roic We ſet too great a value upon our 
Y | Health, our ws Oath, our Reputation ; and that makes 
d 4” Unable; to bear , with that evenneſs and content- 
+ | &neſs of mand , the loſs of them , by Sickneſs, Po- 
. verry, Reproach. We ſet too great a rate upon' our 
a | Life here, becauſe we ſettoo great a" rate upon 
/ this World, to'the enjoyment whereof this Life here 
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32 : Of Aﬀtitions.".; ; Ren he | 

fs accommodated -and :proportionated-z avt.that malig 
us fear Death,-not only: _ the xuine{:of Nature, butag af 
that which .puts'a Period.to all-que Goniforts:: When] i'd 
as had we but Faith enough; to::1bdlieve” the /Evanggi Bpt 
cal Truths , touching; our futire- Happineſs , it would be 
make us not deſire Death, becauſe we might in the tiny} 4 

of this Life ſecure unto our--ſelves that 'great and wei} 
ing neceſſary 5 and! it would. make us not to {ayl Wi 
becauſe .we ſee. a greater fruition to: be enjoyed | 18 

after it, than. all the Glory of this preſent World ay: 


4+ The next Preparitive againſt Aﬀfligions -is: to key 
Piety, Innocence, and a Good Conſcience: before it come, 
As Sin is the m—__ Death, £ it-is:the ſting of AMiQ 
on; and that :which indeed gives the [greateſt bitte 


5 , "I d +” : iy 
- % of 
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neſs and firength- urito Affliction 1 #nd; the; Reaſony © * 
this, becauſe it - weakens and'difables that part in Mas, 

which muſt bear and ſupport it [This: is; that which F| 
the Wiſe Man obſerves , Prov. 18.” 14-7 Spry 4 


8 man will ſuſtain his Infirmities 3; bus a Spirit 
who can bear ? which is\ no more : than this 3" It is;the 
Mind and Spirit of Man rightly;Principiled, that doth 
bear and carry''a Man: through thoſe difficulties, .and 
AMidctions. and- infirmities, nnder which\he. is ;,,butif 
that Spirit or Mind which ſhould carry: and be 
thoſe evils be hurt or wounded ,- or faint {or -infirm, | 

- what is there left in a Man to bear'that which- indeed 
. *( ſhould be) our ſupport ? Innocence and: a- good -Cone 
ſcience' keeps the Mind: and Spirit of a Man, in courage 
and confidence : and indeed it hath. an -influence and 
ſuffrage and atteſtation and ſupport ifrom -the Godof 
Heaven to whom a+ good Conſcience cati with an humy 

- ble confidence appeal , as Hezckiab; did-,under a great 
AMidtion, 1/2. 38. andthis accels to Almighty God doth 
give new ſupplies, ſuccours- and.j{irength; to ithe-Soul, 
«to'bear' it up under yery great-and 4 1elbin; RAO 
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Of " dffliftions. REP 22} 
ar-or-the other ſide" Sin:doth diſable the' Soul to bear | 


- 2 fp Iictior till it be throughly ted of. Is Becauſe 
76 | eng in 'a | Green Agony mean and weaken the 


of a Man, | pn it'poor, 'cowatrdly, and unable to 
hear itſelf up under'the preſſure of; AMitions. 2, It 
doth in>.a great meaſure. obſtrut the intercourſe be- 


"Ive -and: .the Soul., and that. influence that 


might ind would otherwiſe be derived to the Spirit 
=D of Man by the God ofthe Iparits of alk, 
by Therefore the beſt preparative againſ AMiction is, 
\Þþ!bave the Soul as' clear as may be from the guilt of 


Sin: - T. By- an innocent. and watchful life in the time 
our P D ity, before wy + ny eg _ 

it ji By a » ſincere ,, an ty Repentance tor vin 
ug this: Repentance to be ſpeedy, before 

| vr come: For although it is true that many 
AFimes: Afiicion: is the Meſſenger of God to awaken a 
| Sinner to: Repentance, and that Repentance is accepted 


the Mercitul God ; yet that Repentance is moſt kind- 
and eaſily, and renders AfMiictions leſs difficult and 
Arran z which -prevents AMiction, and performs 
zone great end and uſe of AMidtion before it comes. He 
hat hatha Soul dtanſed by Faith and Repentance from 
the guiltof Sin; before-:the ſeverity of Atfition comes 


npon him, hath but one work to do, namely, to fit him- 


»flf with Patience to undergo the ſhock of Affliction : 


rk he that. defers his: Repentance, till driven to it by 
4AMictio n, his work is moxe difficult, becauſe it.is double, 


Inamely , to begin his Repentance , , and. to bear, his 
*Affliction. 


= And becauſe in many things we offend all, and the 


'}beſt have their failings ,- and ſins of daily incurſions, 


at daily reviſing _—— of - our own failings, and 
*renewing, of our tance for our daily faults is. of 
—_ PROS ealie, becauſe repen- 


tance 
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=_. \, Of Afiillians() = 
tance cleanſeth the Soul, ai aders a main in God's ag |} fnc 
ceptation, i as if -he'had not offended. 24 1112-11272 
5. ' The next P ive againſt alliion i to-gaig #1 
heart, full of -Opinion of its own worth-and' goodue 1 £ 
there atiſcth-more 'trouble, and tumult, aud difordey, | 
and diſcompoſure in the conteſt of ſuch a heart again | W 
the Aflition, than poſlibly. can-ariſe from - the AﬀiRtian | &+ 
it (elf; and the ſirugling of that diftemper- of: pridy | 
with the AMiction, galls and intangles the mind mag ff 1 
than "the ſevereſt tion , and renders a man. very 
ifs, 15.6 unfit for it , and unable to. bcar it. 

' Prophet deſcribes: it, her Sons at the head 
of every firect-were like a Wild Bull in a Net.. But an 
the other ſide, an humble, lowly mind, is calm and ps 
tient; and falls with eaſe an afflicted conditiony 
for the truth is, the great evil of ſuffering is not {a:mudh 
in the thing a man' ſuffers, as in the maind*and temp 
of ſpirit of the man that meets with it; an h 


- 
7 
J's 


mind is 'a mind rightly prepared with the ' greateſt 
facility to receive the thock of -any Affliction, for ſuch 
4 mind is already as low as AfﬀiQion can. ordinarily 


And certainly, if any mati conſid@ aright, he hath 
many _— eavuſes to keep bis Mind always bumble'; 


T7. In reſpe& of Almighty God, the great and glorious 
King of - Heaven and Earth, whom if a man contems» 
plate, he- will put his mouth in the duſt, acknow 
imſelf to-be but a-poor worm , and therefore unworthy 
to diſpute” the Divine Diſpenſations., Providences, or 
Permitſions. 2. In reſpe& of himſelf He .that cons 
liders aright himſelf, his ſins 'and failings and corrup- 
tions, will have caufe enough- to humble himſelf, 
reckon that he is juſtly. obnoxious to the ſevereſt croſ- | 
ſes and afflictions. Why doth the living man complain? . 
a man for the puniſhment of bis fin ? Lam. 3+ 39+ _ 


Of. ation a 


he 8 h: the AfMiRion extends. not yet ſo far as big 
b Feel En ng Man to compli, hd 4 reprehenſion ' Wa 
[4 

«. Another moſt | ſingular preparation againſt Ai: 
| 1-5 is a ſteady. reſolved Reſignation of & Man's ſelf +0 
vs | wand gud. ECOL | Ges + that 
Se is: 2 moſt odd nk Wil, 3 for his Jil uſt be 

o whether we will or not : yh Bag it is. the hi 

th piece of folly imaginable to conteſt with him, ti 
"| .not, canndt,” may .not be. controlled, _ It, is; true, 
have commiſſion to ray to him, todeliver,-us from 
il; but when'we have ſo done,, we muſt withal fire 
His Will may /be done; this: pattern the . Son of 
| JIRA Math. 26,39». Father, ; if # be p poſs 
tie; let ifs me, yet not my. will but. tby will 
is: done. Cn cheretore ſibanie to R- will 
phi - hay wy thou wilt or no, thou muſt, thou ſhalt 
| : for his Willis the moſt Sovereign will, the will 
| the abſolute Monarch of Heaven and Earth. 2, As 
tis the moſt Sovereign Will, fo it. is the moſt Wiſe 
WM; what he wills he wills not fi mply pro imperio, 
be his Will is founded upon and directed by a moti In- 
Wiſdom.;: and. ſince thou canſt not , upon any 
flerable account; judge thy Will wiſer than his , -it 
thee to: reſolve thy -poor , narrow , inconlide-= 
Ke Will, in the Will of the moſt Wiſe God. 3- As 
a moſt wiſe Will, ſo the Will of God is. moſt cer« 
aly the moſt- Beneficent and Beſt Will. What rea+ 

| haſt thou to 'ſuſpe& the. beneficence of his Will, 

will alone gave thee thy being, that he might” 
nmunicate his Goodneſs to that being of. thine, 
ich he freely, gave thee? It is pr it may. be.thou 
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G&fnot ſee: the reaſon, the end,, the uſe of his Diſpen- 
Tx Gr ns, yet be: content with an. Implicit Submiſſion: to 
1s gn 


_ ſelf upto his o_ Teſt aſſured it Bl 
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be beſt for thee, though” thon yer/canſt-not 1 
04g it means.” If he hath given theds. hontren © 
thy will unto his, be conidear he will neg 
Nead' thee, nor er os pr 
for Fes 
y,. Epitfezus, chin 
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& tro &f 
thy 
£'ty be onr Prayer; ad 
& vine Providence according to —_— own appointment; 
«1 wil with- cheerfiflneſs follow; - which, if I ſhall ds 
_ & cine to do, T hall be an undutiful man, and yet ſhall 
«nevertheleſs follow thy appointment, whether I '\wil 
& ho _— EO Weeks of i 
nobler cent, namely, T. : rogetha 
for good, to thoſe that love God, -Jory 1" And certains 


lyt erecanbe no greater evidence \ of thy love tohim] c 


than to make the Will of God the guids, rule and may 
fure of _ owes its Preparat - 
7: THhall concludewi t_ great Ve, 
I mdced the completion of all that 'is before ſaid, and 
in a few words inclades- all, Labour to | get thy Pai 
ith God, through Jeſus 'Chrift our Lord ; when -thi 
is once- attained, thou art ſet above-the love of the 
World, and the' fear of afflictions.; becauſe thou halt 
the afſuxance of a greater Treaſure chanthis World can 
give , Or take away 3 a hour, go that 'cannot be moved; || .. 
Heb. 12.28. a hope and moſt affured -e tion t | 
& above the region of aMicions, and that renders the F'., 
5:9 em 2nd forcft afflitions, as they are, namely 
oy, And yet becauſe thou art notwi 
ariding this glorious” expeRation, 'ycf- in" this. lower 
edit and Gibiett to flions and perturbations, and 
ſea5s, 'the tnercifill God hath cngaged'his ar” to 
vs upport 


TF Of Aﬀflidtions; ”” 237 
zort thee: here; under them 3, 'to better improve 
thee by them z to carry thee through them by his all- 
Taffcient Grace and Mercy; The itrokes thou, recci- 
veſt are'cither managed and dixected,..or at leaſt govern- 
andordered by him that is thy Fa- = 
ther, and that-tn very love and faithful- falm. 199. 75- 
fiels doth. corret.thee., that hath a heart of compaſſion 
and love to thee, .even when he ſeems in his Providen- 
& tofrownupon thee ; - that whileithou are under them, 
It) make - them work together fgr thy good, and that 
pill never. take. from | thee} thoſe. Everlaſting : Mercies 
mich: are thy: portion; that hath all chy afflictions, 
toſſes, troubles, whatevez they, are or may be, . under 
the infallible condutt of his ,own Wiſdom and Power ; 
And that 'as''on; the one fide. he wilt never ſatfer thee 
td be afflicted beyond whar: he. gives 
thee grace-to bear: and. improve, fo 
#© the other hand will ſo mange,, order and govern 
thy light aMlidions: which axe here: but for a moment, 
that in the end, they ſhall be a means to 
bring thee a far" more exceeding, and c- 
ternal weight -of Glory, If therefore thou wouldeſt be 
Sundly armed againſt afflicions., . and prepared wich 
ife( and comfort to bear- them, ; this one @hing necel- 
fry is! ſufficient-to- render--thee» ſuch, and to fit- thee 
Uſo with » all' thoſe advantageous, helps bctore - men- 
eds which will neceſſarily follow upon this attain- 
; t. [911239 | 
+5: IF. Segondly, :1 come to the ſecond. general, namely, 
How Aﬀiiftions incuntbent upon us, are to be received, en- 
Hertained and impraved's and this will be in a great mea- 
fare ſupplied by what hath been before ſaid they come; 
4or a mind ſo. prgpared and -habituated, will be ſufh- 
cently qualified to ' receive and entertain them as be- 
comes a good man: and a good Chriſtian. N-verthe= 
iTeſs ſomething :I Gall ſabjoyn in order to the bearing 
Oy Q 2 and 
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1 Cor. 10, 13, 


2 Cor. 4. 17». 
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MF .--, Of Aﬀiiftions. _ ET 
and improving of Affliftions while'they: are ihcumbent 
upon : and they are theſe +- -- ST EE ; 
\ 1, It becomes a man under Affiitions: in the fixſ 
place to have a very diligent, frequent; attentive and 
right conſideration concertiing Almighty God , that he is'g 
God of intinite Wiſdom, Power , FJultice;-Mercy, and 
Gooduefs: That he hates" not any thing: that he: hath 
made, but hath a great love and beneficence to all hi 
Creatures : that neekgns their good and benefit, even 
in thoſe diſpenſations * that' ſeems moſt ſharp and ſevere: 
that if+ be had not- a g60d' will to his Creatures , 'he 
would riever have done ſo much: for them as he hath 
done ; -that whileſt he: exerciſeth diſcipline to the chib 
dren of men, it is evident they are under his. care : that 
ofrentimes there is 4 greater ſeverity of the Divine' dif 
pleaſure, 'in , his leaving- Mankind to themſelves , than 
in exerciling them with Afflictions: « and that he equab 
ly diſcovers the love -and care of a+ Father, in his cop 
reRions, 'as ( well as) ii his more plealing adminiſire 
Utns. _ B3598 5 DR 57 1 &1 
2. And farther, that 'afflifiions riſe not out of |the 
duti, but are ſent -and- managed» by -the: wiſe- diſpoſition 
and regiment of - Almighty God: it is his Providence 
that ſends Them, that-meaſures out"their. kind, ke, 
continuance'; and that*they*are always, as commuho 
nated by him, ſo underthe conduct of his Fower, Wit 
dom and Goodnels, and never exceed the line and li 
mits of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodnefs : if he bids 
them go, they go: if he'bids them [return 4 they re- 


urn :-if he commands the moſt tumultuous ſtorms of F 
' Afflictions, peace, be ſtill, there will be acalnu. As man 
* kind is never out of the reach of his power to afflict aud 
correct, ſoit is never out of the reach of his power tore-F 


lieve and recover, : | 
3+ That as no manhath an exemption from aifli- 
Qions, fo it is moſt evident that eye the beſt of men are 
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Of 4fiidions. 229 
whited with them, and it is but need they ſhould ; for where 
one.man is the worſe-by afflictions , a- thouſand are the 
worſe for. want of them, and as many the better by 
them z\ and the wiſe and gracious God that knows our 
Fame, better than we our ſelves, doth for the moſt 
_ in . very faithfulneſs affli& us. The egreſles of the 
Divine Counſels have ever in them a complication of 
excellent ends, even in affliions themſelves ; they are 
a&s of Juſtice oftentimes to puniſh, and of Mercy to 
ag diſtempers, and to heal them: and f'ais is that 
pt which .our Bleſſed Loxd bequeathed unto his own 
People, In the World ye ſhall bate tribulations, Jobn 16. 33. 
that a good man may have as great cauſe to ſuſpe his 
own integrity in the abſence of them, as in the . ſuffering 
under<them, | 
*7 4+ That all the Divine Diſpenſations of Comforts, 
or Crofles, are fo far beneficial|or hurtful as they are received 
ad uſed : Comforts, if they make .us thankful, ſober, 
faithful, they become bleilings ; if they make us proud, 
inſolent, ſecure, forgetful , they become judgments: 
AffliQtions, if they are received with humility, patience, 
xepentance and turning to God, they arc bleſlings; if 
they are received with murmuring, impatience, incor- 
xxigibleneſs, they become judgments, and a forerunner of 
;greater ſeverity. . 5. 
+--5. The conſequences of all theſe Conſiderations do 
:evidently lead us unto-theſe Duties, when ever we are 
.#1der the preſſure of Affliction ; 
-- IT. To receive it with all Humility, as reached out 
-nnto us from the hand, or Permithon at leaſt of Al- 
mighty Gad. There were a fort of Philoſophers that 
SFithought it a vertue to put on: a reſolved contempt of 
Fall crofſes and affliftions ; not to be moved at all with 
them, but to bear them with a ſtout apathy : this is not 
j: -the temper that. becomes a Chriſtian : it is all, one, as 
| +3f a Child ſhopld. reſolve tg receive the correftious [ of 
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"2:30 - Of  Aﬀtitions. oF 
his Father J with a 'ftubborn reſolution not to'carefor [lar+ 
them, 'or' to be affected with them; ſacl a- fubborns [Wh 
neſs under affliction renders it unuſeful toits end, and fad 
commonly provokes the great Lord and-Father of i 


rits totally to reje& ſuch a mind, 'or'to'maſter it with Bd 
ſharper and ſeverer and multiplied afflitions, till-ix 
yield, and till that uncircumciſed Heatt -be humble 
and accept of the puniſhment of its-iniquity, Lev. 26, 
41s LES =" _. 
- 2, Toreceiveit with Patience and ſubje&ion of mindy 
and '\without either conteſting with - Almighty Gol 
charging his Providence with errour or injuſtice, or ſwel- 
ling and- —_—_ oil the affliction, or the Divine 
Diſpenation that ſends it : This hath two fingular Bene 
fits; firſt, it renders the afflition it (elf ' more eafie 
and tolerable; ſecondly, it is one of the readieſt ways 
to ſhorten 'or abate cit : For as yielding and 'humble 
Cubmiffion to the hand of God, ſo patience and ſubmi 
fion of -Will to the Divine Dilpenſetion, are two'of the 
'great ends and buſineſs of affliction, which when attain- 
cd by it, it hath performed a great part of its errand' for 
which it was ſent, = 40. ir: 
3. To return unto God that affliteth or permitteth it: 
Aftiction mifſeth its end and uſe when it drives a man 
from his God, either to evil or unlawful means, 'or'ty 
ſhift and hide himſelf, or keep at a diſtance from himz;and 
as it loſeth its end, © it is contrary to its natural effec, 
_ atleaſt where it meets with a nature of any underftand- 
Ing or ingenuity. In their affliction they will ſeek, me ears 
'ty, Hoſ. 5. 15, God Almighty ſends afMliqious like 
meſſengers to call home wandring Souls 5 and if a man 
will ſhift away, get farther off, and: eftrange himſelf 
more 'from him that firikes him, he will cither ſend. F 
more importunate meſſengers , afflitions of 'a greater 
. magnitude, to call 'and fetch him,” aswant and famine | 
"id the young Prodigal in the Goſpel z'or, which b 
WY 43S | ar 


SY PPTRETESTCR PR  AEBTESESOETS HT 


, ES R F FEM, 
P : 1 -. - A 
/ v is 1 P "ww -- 
2” 46 F. Fon es. WIA” 010 


wr” hout farther ſeeking hin * 
Ir wor wit hour £ Er JEC 
| ag Hy + Qion, as it were at; the 
h comes. hows he io or gets nearer -to him, 
moſt part prevents ſcycrer Taouitors, and. ren» 
ders his Cafferings more ſhort, or atleaſt more eaſie, L1 
| -—_ near to God the fountain of peace and. 


| nd if the aMidion befals ſuch a man that hath not 
eranged himſelf from Almighty God, nor departed 
him in any greater offences or backſlidi yet at- 
jon is not without its end oruſe, even tolucha man. 
haſt walked ap in the duties towards: God, 
buy ap gram approved thy Melf in his fight; 
is it not poſhble = thy &y faith, induſtry, obedicnce, 
maybe more, more conſtant, more firm? If 
y be, as ſure it may be, then though affli&ion ſolicit 
dotclyreturn to him from whom thou haſt not depart- 
&&, yet it ſolicits thy, improvement. 
+» To Prayanto God; and this is the moſt natural eff& 
ef afftiction, eſpecially if it-be ſevere and.cminent. Int 
Storm the Sailcrs call every oue upon his God 3 and, 
gaſonis, becanſe in ſuch a ſeaſon, a man's own; fits 
the help and advice and aſliftance of friends, and other 
hamenc confidence appear too weak and ineffectual ; and 
ns the mans driven to that which indeed is the 
mapnims namely , invocation of Almi mighty God, 
7 gs reno and comfort. It is therefore a oo 
& 2 deſperate mind: that will not come unto Gon 
amyer, at leaſt when) afflictions. grind thim. And: 
though-a.man be not-of the number of thoſe that 
rain Prayer before God, yet affligians naturally will 
Wake the-prayer of ſach a mn. more garncſt, fervent, 
 Gotſtant 3 it ſets an edge, and adds life to the prayers of 
« 7 @ Depnd 7 Traft npon God, both for ſupport 
'£ $. To,9 pon 20 
ter, and {eaſonable —_ From pfflitions, Keep 
_ bay 
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thy recumbence upon - his ' Goodneſs and- Mercy,” eva»th 
under the blackeſt night of AMidtions : Though be kill «oj av 
yet will T truſt in bim 3 Job 13.15. and with David (Pu 
23. 4.) evenin the Valley of the ſhadow of deathto' x 
upon his Rod and his Staff : And'though it becomes tn 
beſt of Men to have a yielding and a foft Spirit under thefj thi 
Afflicting hand of God, yet be careful to bear up thy} * 
felf under the Power and Goodneſs of God from famti 
and deſpondence. ACHE n 
6: To be Thankful uno God' under "Aﬀiction , and 
| that upon very great and important motives. - x. Thank 
Ful that they are no worſe-or greater : Thou haſt lof 
. 'fes, but yet haft thou loſt all at once? Fob did 3 off 
"thou haft loſt all externals, yet haft thou not ſomething 
thou valueſt more than all, namely, innocence, ' peace 
with God and thy own Conſcience? 2. Thankful 
that God Almighty rather chuſeth to affli& thee; 
than to forfake thee. As long as Almighty God is ples 
fed to afflic thee, it is plain thou art under. his diſc 
pline , his care; no Man's condition is deſperate, þ 
long as the Phyſician continues his adminiſtration; 
nor is any man wholly forſaken of God, nor paſt his 
care, fo long as he is under Affliction * for it is 'a me- 
dicine that withoat thy own default will either recover || v1 
or better thee. 3. Thankful that God hath been plex || *d 
feJ r0 diſcover fo much of his, mind', and defign and | *ef 
affeFions towards mankind in his Word, as to afſure || icc 
-us that the meaſure of his love towards, or diſpleaſure || *R 
againſt the children of men, is not to be taken by exter- 
nal proſperity or adverfity; But on the contrary, to 
bear up- our Souls under the prefſures of Afflictions, al- 
Fares us that they are the effets for the moſt - part of 
his fatherly love and care, rather than of his heavy dif: 
pleaſure; that they may indeed ſometimes be ſymp- 
Yoms'of his a Wu not of his hatred z they may be 
for correRions, but- not for conſulion: he may _ 
| ads | t O & 
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| Of Aﬀtitions. "233 
.. thoſe, whom.-yet he accounts his Children, and reſolyes to - 
"Pat. To put us upon a due ſearch and Examination 'of 
ll on Hearts and Ways: Certainly there is not the befi 
Aran living, but upon a firi&t and impartial ſearch ' ef + 
#himfelF may find fuel for Afflition , demerit enough 
*o deſerve it, ſomewhat amiſs that requires amend- 
:ment,* ſome corruptions growing into exorbitancy'; 
ome errors that ſtand in need of Phyſick to cleanſe 
*hem, - fome budding diſorders, that ſtand in need of 
medicine to prevent them. It is the great buſineſs of 
MAMicion, the great meſſage that it brings from God 
Ho man, is to ſearch out and ſee what is amiſs, what is 
Wefectivey and to ranſack our Souls and Hearts and Lives, 
and ſearch whether there be not ſomething offenſive to 
5.8. To put a man to a double Duty upon this ſearch, 
*mamely, If upon an impartial ſcrutiny,” thou find: thy 
"Conſcience clear from great and waſting Sins\, humbly 
les God for his grace, that hath preſerved thee from 
the great tranſgreſſion 3 but yet humble thy ſelf for thy 
{ins of daily incurſion, for thy fins of omiſſion, for thy 
*eoldneſs in thy devotions , for thy want of vigilance 
'over- thy paſſions , for thy negle& of - opportunities of 
doing good. As thou haſt matter of thankfulneſs, for 
*eſcaping thoſe greater, and waſting fins, which others 
xommitz 'yet thou -haſt matter of Humiliation and 
\Repentance, for thoſe fins that are of a leſſer magni- 
*ude, whereunto thy daily inadvertence and humane 
#railty renders thee liable, and to ſet a ſiriter watch 
upon -thy ſelf even in reference to theſe. Again , on 
*he other ſide, if upon ſearch, thou find thy ſelf guilty 
'of any greater fin, which hath not been repented for, 
thy affliction brings likewiſe a dowble meſſage unto thee, 
Firſt, a meſſage of Humiliation and Repenrtance for thy 
great-tranſgreſiien z- and turning to- God, with a pep 
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| Fe reſolution of: amendment :-and n-meſſagp of 
titude and ; TRI” to _ that Tath ſent 


amendment , ' through 
Chriſi Jeſus. . So that whatibever perſon 
meets with , it brings with it a uſeful and 
nicflage from Heaven 3 If it meet with a 
the guilt of 
errand. 
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"he was « perfeQiman and an upright, it beings hit 
alſo pneknge of the like nature, a i yer ings i 
to that that hath preſerved him from rg ret 
tranſgreflion ; 2. meffage of Humiliation and Repers 
tance for his. often failings and :offencesz a !meſſage of 
advice to proceed with greater Vigilance, and to'a fay- 
ther degree of Chriſtian Perfection in the whole courſe 
of his life. _ , - 

9. To. wean 6 man from the love of vhe World, and wo 
.carry up the thoughss and hopes and defixes''to that 

trey whereunto we are appointed, If all things 

.went well, even with good men in this life, they would 

be building pines here, and ſet up theit reſt-and+ 

hopes on This fide , Ferdan, as the Reubenites did in the 

| Countrey of Baſhan, when they found it xich and fruicful, 

God Almighty therefore in mercy - makes this World 

unpleaſing to good men by affliction, that they may ſot 

the leſs value upon it, and tix their hopes and deſires and 
.endeavours for that City-which is above; 

[This is the.-voice of the Rod; and 'of Him chat hack | 
appointed it, which every wiſe man ought to hear and 
anſwer with all. Obedience, Submiffion, and Thankfuk 
neſs ; And when affliton hath- wromght this: effet, 
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Of Afﬀfliftions.. 235 

Ji buſinebs-is ina-great-meaſure ended; and for the moſt. 
paxt-it-is thereupon eaſed'or removed. | _ 
- Above. all the Temptations that befall Good men in 
* dfiGions , this commonly is that which doth moſi 
| wg prevail, and doth them the moſt hart, namely 
Inhent upon | a diligent ſearch they find their Con- 
kiences clear from any great offences, they. are too apt 
i0] magnitie their 'own Integrity , to -expoſtulate the 
teaſonableneſs and juſtice of the Divine; dealing with 
then, to complain : of -hard ufage from' him. _ This 
mas Job's fault, nnd'is too apt tobe the fault of good 
glen, though neither equal co - hin jn their cooking 
a afflitions: which courſe nevertheleſs is, x. Very 
Unjuſt and Unreaſonablez for the beſt: of men have 
enough to juſtifie the Juſtice of God in his ſevereſt 
ealing, with then; and Corrapticon enough. to grow 
into greater 'enormities:, which although they .per- 
thance {ee not, yet the All-knowing God ſees , .and 
it Metcy and with Wiſdom prevents, by ' the Corro- 
fves and Catharticks of Affliction: inſomuch that 
even that good man, when Almighty God opened this 
ar 'to'Diſcipline, ſaw and 'acknowledged , and 'there- 
fore abhorred, himſelf in duſt and aſhes. 2. As itis 
extreamly unjuſt, fo it is extreamly fooliſh and vain: 
For-as -it is not the way to-xemove the . afflition, fo 
when God is pleaſed to remove it in mercy and. com- 
paſſion, -it makes a many'juſily, aſhamed upon his deli- 
verance , of that folly and- pettiſhneſs that he ſhewed 
under his affliction againſt Almighty God, who even 
then had thoughts of mercy and. deliverance for him, 
And this very Conſideration had been enough to have 
made Fob's deliverance yet' full of txouble and ſhame, 
for his frowardneſs in his affliction, unleſs the graci- 
'ous. God in a firange condeſcenſion of goodneſs and 
pentleneſs had. prevented it, -by | giving ſo great . a ſut- 
trage unto. his integrity, and covering the errors and 
| paſſionate 
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E Of Afﬀiiftions. 
paſſionate excurſions of his affliction, as a Father doth 


the errors and folljes of his Child, but an indulgent come **; 


mendation, ye have not ſpoken of me the thing that is right, a 7; 
Servant Fob, Job 42. 7. | | "ES. 
And thus far for the carriage that becomes us to han. 

under affliction, ,and our due improvement of it, to tel 

ends for which Almighty God ſends it : by which 4 

mighty God receives the Honour of his Soveraignty, hi 5 

Juttice, his Goodneſs, his Wiſdom , his Truth ; and &. 

man receives the Bencſit of Prevention from Sin, Delivs 

rance out of it, Improvement of his Graces, PerfeQing | £;. 
ofhis Soul, and Advancement of his Glory through the © 

Mercy of God, and his Bleffing upon this bitter Cup, the | j 

mo affliction. 5, W's 

. I come to the third general Conſideration, nameh, 
that temper of diſpofition of mind that becomes us to 
have upon and after Deliverance from afflitions. | 

1. Upon our Deliverance from affliftions, we ought 
in a ſpecial and ſolemn manner to return our Humb 
and Hearty Thanks to Almighty God : to acknow- 
ledge him to be the Author of it z toreturn unto him 
oor humble and ſerious Praiſes, that he hath been 
pleaſed to anſwer our Prayer, and hath given us a plaih 
teſtimony that he hath a regard to us : this is the Tre 
bute that he expe&s moſt juſily from us. As he ina 
ſpecial manner requires our Prayers unto hitn , when 
we are under affliction, ſo he requires that we- ſhould 
take notice of the Returns of our Prayers, and to pay 

\ him the Tribute of Praiſe upon our Deliverance : Cal 

_ we in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 

thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pſal. 50.15. The truth is, when 

..we are under extremities, we are eaſily perſwaded to 

call to God for deliverance, the very natural preſſure 


of afflictions drives us to him, we kuow not whither Þ ';; 


elſe to fly : But as ſoon as the Rod. is - gone, we arc 
dull anJ1 backward in returning Glory . to God z and 
F we 
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com. | FE x0 moſt apt to take . notice: of . the Means that im- 
vp mediately went before :'If we. or any of par Non 
> 40 ge delivered from, Sickneſs, we have it . preſently up- 
mour Tongues 'cnds, that we have had a careful or Skilful 
Phyſician, a firong conſticution, | favourable weather, 
me lucky accident that happened. unto us: and the 
Ike we arc apt todo upon other deliverances, and rarely, 
x at leaſt not with that ſincerity ,., acknowledge the 
tercy of God, and the hand of God tqhe that which 
iſed/us up. It istrue, Means are not. to. be negleQq+» 
gd: it is a preſumption, and tempting, of God : but.it 
8 the Providence of: God that gives us means : and 
he Bleffing of God that makes them ſucceſsful, that 
ſometimes bleſſeth - poor and weak and unlikely means 
þ produce defixed effects : ſometimes. maketh thoſe 
ery things. we call accidents that ſeem to import the 
very deſtruction of a man, to be. the means of his re+ 
wyery, and ſometimes brings about the. effect without 
ay viſible means. We: are no-lefs to acknowledge 
ws goodneſs and Influence, when we ſeem to be de, 

red by Means, than if we were delivered by Mira» 
,* It is true, we are apt to faſten our thoughts and 
eaſons upon means, becauſe we ſee. them : but if our 
ye could be ſo opened as: the Pro- _ pope: 


ks a 
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s- thet's ſervant's were, when he ſaw . 2 Kings 6.17. 
al | BE Chariots of fire in the Mountain , > 4 
ay | F< ſhould ' ſee another kind of regiment and govern- 
aj Ment and ordering. and diſpoſing of things than now 
of | F< ſee. Many, if not moſt, of thoſe ſignal delive- 
en | Jances, that a Man or a Nations hath, are wrought not 
to | © much by the efficacy of Means, as by a ſecret invi- 
re | ble Hand of Providential Government, which we fee 
be Fore If therefore thou art delivered from any great 
re | filireſs of any kind, in ſuch a manner that thou canſl 


id | ot attribute it to Means, or poſſibly above or beyond. 
, | means, the Hand of thy deliverer is more lignal and 
conſpicuous 


238 
conſpicuous 3 OPEN. comer Goodneſs : p34 
if thou doſt' oa chy dere thy delivetance by Means, ws 


Yer f 
loxifie his Mercy Goode Br ie b bi Prog 
ce that ſends "Means, his Power and Goodrieſs th 
ble ha ON bro evapry tn, 1 gpron cy and F is 
e 'F'rin is that w or 

eos and makes it — _ = 

2, eavour to cxpr y &: 
fincere and faithful Obedience to [Me oh 2H ; 15 7] 
char hath this* delivered thee. "A true and = as 
Thankfulnefs 'of "mind will, not content it felf y 
bare Verbal ' praiſes. 'and acknowle: "Gut \ il 
ftudy and deavour to find" out do all that mi 
be well pling ant FEES ble to iy 
great Benef; cart ' is" trul 
affected with' the Senſe of the Tir Goodneſs, an 
Love of God: and' that the Deliverance it hath "had 
it hath had from' hjs hand, it will think nothing ts 
much to be tbe; that may be well” apr to hit 
Great” acclamations ' and verbal ? oY 
ledgments, dara an Honeſt an Sincere "Endearol 
to ra and Py , are but ©a' piece of motkey 

lement; and a meer fruſirati 

and wp worn, 0 Almighty God, in the end 
defign ot his mercy to us; which is, to make us reab 
ly better, more Uuriful, more capable of greater and 
everlaſting merdies; to make us beter Examples to 
others, . who; may thereby be invited to follow us ig 
picty arid 'goodnefs. A man that hath received great 
and ſignal Mercies' and Peliverances, becomes a -great 
and efficacious” Example, and of much good,” or much 
evil, according as*he carries himſelf after gninent mers 
cies received ; If he become more Pious', Vertuous, 
' Juſt, Sober than before, he becomes a forcible motive 
and encouragement to others to be lixe him'z again, 


It he cither remain or degenerate into Impiety, Vant- 
ty, 


p_—_— —————— 


pt «Gal, Pride ds Vain- 
"thy own - Goodneſs and Wonth. 


pre rec that' grows pon 
| rccived 3 therefore- the wiſe Law- 


[reno ie Ln hab long mo 
of #@ Let (thy affliions n "und Ie" thiy 
* 8 ictions. make arnitor r non 3-bur ler thy Deli 

| Y rance yet increaſe-£ milivg's the more dy 

} hews thee, the more Hamkhic: eves thet hy; Heatt 
-upon 4 double account; 1. Th 1Deliverances do-or 
d make thee know, Almi the more';; aud 
thou knoweſt him, more Humble it ſhould 
- hp F gry Tbave beard of thee by the 
eyes . bave-Joen thee : Wherefore; 
warp Fore pe wo? her 2; Thou haſt riged:t> 
el guards of. Humility, becauſe upon great dell- 
ce thou - muſt /expeRt that the the i'tempcation :andl 
_ of: Pride and Val alory will be moſt bufic wich 
: And if mall thyi/Preparationsfor- affiftions thob 
ſtudied Humility 3 if under alt thy: afflitions thou | 
G ipeored thy'Hymility, yet if now, upon thy;:d&- 
e, [thou art loſt in Pride and Vain-glory; chvu 
baſt loſt all the benefit both of thy 'Preparations, and:of 
Afflitions, and of thy Deliverance alſo : thou art 
an unhappy Ship that hath endured -the Sea, and 
born the Storm, and yet finks when ſhe i iscome inw-the 
r, 

4. "And upon che fame © account the Vigilant aid 
Wd. It is true , - thou haft- weathered : a great 
Storm, out of which by the mercy of God _ = 

elivere 
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-delivered ; but- till be upon thy - guard ,” thou k 
not how ſpon thou ſhale meet: with another er 5" ke} 
-it-ſarprize- thee , not unprovided;; Though chow. 
.endured, it may be, ven" dark fiorm of { 

and God hath mercifully delivered: thee; yet thou 
no promiſe Ong thou ſhalt meet 
-no- more-- Theſe ; three Conſiderations ſhould keep. thyll © 
Watchful and Vigilane , notwithſtanding great {delivg 
-rance- from great. AﬀfliQtions. ,..1,-Thou'art thereby by 

ter fitted and; prepared to receive" it'z if weary ive fad 
not". ſurprize' thee upawares,, +.ndr find thee: fle ta fc 
2.: Moſt certauily;:ifiany __ I: more likely mea at 


heed gran rp wt ſo AﬀtiQion; it:is a pai in 
pared, watchful, vigitine mind; for, if I may-ſo ſpa] 
Afﬀiitions have no-great buſineſs with.fuch a man ;' {| Wt 


he.is already: ini 'that' poſture and: frame of Heart, "thy 5 

AMidtion is ordinarily ſent to/\give.a Man: 3. Therehf 

_— more likely to. ' AMiQtion, than Securit} 
CID mind: And :that, Firſt io"'m» 


MV 
il p 


= the Goodnels,: Mercy, and: Juſtice of -God, why | flar 
cugh with malt wablamerd Jute, yet with, ws. of 


ar Mercy, is very; likely to Aﬀiction to: 'aw 
him and amend him, and to recal him from' that 
dency to Apoſtacy;'that Securityis' apt to bring up | M:. 
bim. Secondly;-.in- xeſpeQt of 'the 'Malice and Vigilang I it 
of the great Eneiny| of Mankind 3 who,. as he, neva} 
wants malice, .ſo-he often gets'apermiſſion to worry | tho 
Man whom-hehath under. this: diſadvantage of my 
parcdnes and . 


5.. Be careful-to keep," as a ABitions, o all Ul 

Deliverances -i» Memory. Moſt Men : upon the Yu 

freſh receipt of Mercy and Deliverance, have a quick and I 
— OO of it; and accordingly their affe- 


Es and practices and purpoſes. of Þ li 
; Obedi- 
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| Aﬀeition,  — 24x 
dbedience are lively and diligent : but in proceſs of 
uni, and Fd he man is Racy, Oitary _ his ar 
a fverance, ſo the memory of it doth gradually; an 
in poſſibly ſuddenly, vaniſh and decay ; and as the re- 
Emembrance of the deliverance decays and grows weak- 
# -and weaker , ſo do theſe affeRions or diſpolitioris 
of the Soul that are before mentioned': The Thank- 
tulneſs grows, faint, and fo doth the Obedience, and 
Þ doth the Humility, and ſo doth the Watchfulneſs : 
Ind as the water that hath been heated, being removed 
Hom the fire, grows by degrees colder and colder, till 
xt haſt it comes to its old coldneſs that it firſt had ; fo 
a a little time the AMiQtion is forgot, and the Deli- 
France is forgot, and the man is grown into the very 
ine ſtate ; .as_if he never had fele either, and poſh- 
dy worſe. Therefore keep Deliverances and affliti- 
ns too, freſh in the memory ; call thy ſelf frequently 
& Acconnt for them; uſe ſome Expedient that may 
quently remind thee of them with all their Circum= 
es 3 ſet thera down iu writing 3 mentjpn them 
often; trecolle&t them often; and tecolled what 
oughts , purpoſes, temper of mind, and {firit, was 
then upon thee, when thy AMidtions' were upon thee, 
#*#:thy Deliverances freſhly given to thee. Caſt with 
thy ſelf, how if theſe were now as freſh to thee as they 
mere then, with what motions or diſpoſitions of Soul 
F hou ſhouldeft receive them ; and reaſon thy. ſelf into 
the ſame temper and habitude of thankfulneſs; as then 
hadſt, By this keeping the Memory, of theſe 
Afiftions and theſe Deliverances freſh under all its 
Circumſtances, thou wilt with them, and in the 
me degree as thy remembrance is of them, revive - 
ad excite, aid preſerve and keep alive, and quick 
ind ; aQive, - the ſame Gratitude , the Gas Humf- 
lty , the. ſame Obedience, the ſame Vigilance, that 
theſe AfMflictians or 6 Deliverances wrought 
kn 
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242 Of fits | 

in thee, when 'they* wete freſh with - thee, 'or ypabl ;.- 
- thee, The vigorous perpetuating -of the Ret wh 5 
brance of them, will he an effeQual means to 
tuate the due fruit of (oins | in their life, rigourand'® 


tention. id 


- 


fmcrrin Unſtable aid Troubleſfome 


IMES. 


HE firſt expedient is' to Expet them befor 
. they come: The very ftate of the World is Un- 
certain and Unſtable, and for the mott part 
Stormy and Troublefome : If there be ſome 
: I ſntervals of Tranquility and Sedateneſs , they ' are 
4 ommonly attended with longer periods of Unquiet- 
'Faels and trouble; and the greateft impreſſions are 
Y made by them , when they ſurprize us, and 
-& unexpected, When the mind is prepated” for 
by a. kind of Anticipation, it abates the edge, 
|= keenneſs and Jarparks. of them, By this means 
| ,:in a_ great meaſure, knows the worſt of them 
fore he feels them, which renders the very Incum- 
of them not ſo ſmart and troubleſome to 
uſe, as otherwiſe they would be. This Pre-appre-. 
heaſion and Anticipation of troubles and difficulties is 
the Mother of _ Prevention, where it is poſhible ; and 
| Iwhere it is not, yet it is the Mother of Paticace and 
' Reſolution when they come. Bilney the Martyr , 
was wont before he ſuffered, to put his Finger in the 
R 3 Candle 


. 


, f EYaY JJ 151353 { : ' 243 
oe 15 Þo-. t - A; 
| 
| "GOOD METHOD. 


F We 3 q > at's k he 
: ves 26 : SC FW Ty ot 
EP at brat Ye x 4 : Ls 39 = fs " N , - | x 
£ $5 > bo. 7 TIES 6:14 ab þ£-1: <8 5 tua LY - p We nd 
Es. > ie 5 0 a. , "Ly I bs ts RE, : s " 
» 4 > | x : hs 4 K. - 5 . "4 I PA » _ > 


244 _ A good Method to emtertain F 
Candle, to habituate himſelt to a patient undergoing] F* 
of his fagum Martyrdom'; by this. means, he in a greafſ® 
meaſure 


new the worſt of it, and armed himſelf with} 


Reſolution and Patience to bear it. Men are apt bw 


feed thejr "fancies with the Anticipagion- of, what-.they 77 
hope 4 and- wiſh in his: World, a Lpolſch itanflc 
imagination before they attain it in fruition 3 and this 
makes Men Vain: but if they would have the Pat: * 


ence ſometimes to anticipate what they have ju Þ 


cauſe 'to fear, and to put themſelves under a Pre-a 
henſion of it, in” relation tv crofſes and- troubles ; 't 
would make them Wiſe, and teach them a lefſon of Pz || 77 
tience afid - Moderation, before they have ;occafion to 
uſe it ; ſo that they need not then. begin to' learn it 
when the preſent and incumbent Preſſure renders the 
lefſon more difficult, This was the Method our Ble 
ſed 'Lord took with, his Diſciples , frequently to F 
them before-hand what they muſt expe& in'the Worl 
Matth. 10. and in divers other places, telling themy they 
nuſt expect in this World the worlt of ' temporal Evil, 
that they might thereby be prepared to entertain then 
with Reſolution and Patience, and might habituate theh 
minds for their reception. — | £4 
2.: The ſecond Expedient is, That we ule all ail: 
gence to gain ſuch a Treaſure- as lies abme the reach UN; 
the Storms of this World; a Kingdom that cannetY}* 
be ſhaken.3 namely our Peace with God in_ Chriſt, 
the Pardon of -our Sins, and a, well groutided” Hops, Þ 
and aſſurance- of Eternal Life, - Theſe” be” things chat b 
lie out of Gun-ſhot, and will render the greateſt Trow T 
bles that. can befal this lower World ,” or us in it, 
-pot only. tolerable but ſmall and inconfiderable; 


when in the mid{t of all the concuffions of chef} 57” 


Vorld, - in the midſt of Loſſes of Goods or Eſtate, in thef * 


midtt, of Storms, and Confuſions, and Difalters , and 
| | | Cals 
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arl ca ' haye fath decp and (ctfed Cont 


& 


wing d 5 4 Thoueb t can ſee nothing but Con- 
with | 9%! EY Len of Ba amendment, .yet T. bawe 
pt wh1/2®. which 35. ont of rh reach of all theſe ” that which 


je infinitely more valuable to me , than all the. beſt tbe 
Parld.. can give ; that which T. can pleaſe and comfort 


DO 


who y ſelf in, notwithſtanding all theſe wordly diftra@ions 
Pas Sp 6h z namely, the Aſſurance of my Peace with the 
jt + God of Heaven and Earth, The worſt that 1 can 
by theſe diſcompoſures , and the moſt I can fear from 

fn! bo Fo Sy Death ; and that will not only pu a period t» 
MY | hings I ſuffer, or can fear in this life, but will let me 
| to 0 19 ST ual | poſſeſſion of my hopes, even ſuch a ſtate of 
ni neſs as can never be ended, nor ſhaken. Such 
the + Hope, and ſuch an Aſſurance as this, will keep the 
1.1 1] above] water, and in a ſtate of Peace and Tranqui- 
in. all the Tempeſts and Shipwracks that can either 

q either this inferiour World, or any perſon' in 
|, PM The third Expedient is this , that a man he Re- 
Gr ly conftaut to keep a giod Conſcience, both before 'the 
- Wproach of Troubles, and under them. It is moſt cer- 


y true., that the very Sting and Venom of al! 
fſes and Troubles, is Sin,. and a_ Conſciouſneſs ct 
the guile of it. This is that which gives Troubles, 
( Crofles, and Calamities, their Vigor, Force, and 
OF Sharpneſs; ie is the Elixir, the very Life of ther), 
y when a man ſhall be under extream outward Cali- 
x, Fits, Joſs of Goods, loſs of Liberty , toſs of Conn- 
0 » All oytward hopes failing, and fill greater Bil- 


"| | "Ws, and Waves and Storms, and Fears in Proſpect, 
Fo and within an angay » unquiet', avenging Conſci- 
-/| xnce., then indeed Troubles have their pertection oc 
be But if a man in the midſt of - all thee 


he 
R 3 this 


4 


ignity. | 
rack and ſtormy appearances', hath a Conſcience fu!l 
Peace and Integrity , and Comfortable atteſtation , - 
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"2:46: *4 good Method to 9H Ear: 46M k. i 
this gives a Calm in the midſt of. all theſe Storms: And | 
the xcaſon is appareat, for it is not the Tempeſtuouſnely | W 
or Tranquility. of Externals, . that creates the trouble, ox {Wn 
the quietneſs of the Man, but it is the Mind, and thae rt 
ſtate of compoſure or diſcompoſure that the mind- jg 
put into occationally from ther: and fince there is no, 


o r 


thing. in the world that conduceth more to the compo. 
ſare and tranquility of the mind, than the Serenity ati 
Clearneſs of the Conſcience, keep but that ſafe and uns 
rainted, the mind will enjoy a Calm' and Tranquiligy 
in the midſt of all the ſtorms of the World + and a 
though the Waves beat, and the- Sea works , and the 
Winds blow, that mind that hath a quiet and clear 
Conſcience within, will be as ſtable and as fafe' from 
perturbation, as a Rock in the midſt of a Tempeſtoy 

Sea, and will be a Goſhen to and within it ſelf, wh 
the reſt of the World without , and: 'xound about x 
man, is like an Egypt for Plagues and. Darkneſs. 
therefore either before the acceſs or irruption of trous 
bles, or under their preſſure, any thing or perſon in the 
world ſolicit thee to eaſe or deliver thy ſelf by a Breach 
or Wound of thy Conſcience, know, they are about to 
cheat thee of thy beſt ſecurity under God, againſt the 
power and malignity of troubles they , are about ty 
- clip off that Lock, wherein, next under God, - th 

ſtrength lieth. Whatever therefore thou doſt haza 
or loſe, keep the Integrity of thy. Conſcience both be 
fore the acceſs-of troubles, and under them. -It is # 
Jewel, that will make , thee rich in the midſt. of Po- 
verty ; a Sun that will give thee Light in; the midſt of 
darkneſs; a Fortreſs that will keep thee fe in the 
greateſt danger, and that is never to be taken, unleſs thow 
thy {eff betray it, and deliver it up. $ p 
4: The next Expedient is this; namely , an Afſſu- 
rance that the Divine Wiſdom , Power and Providence , 
doth Diſpoſe , Govern , aud. Order all the things = = 
_- orld, 
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nels | World, even thaſe that ſeem moſt confuſed, irregular» 
, op | (ama and contumacious. This, as it is a moſt 
har Scertain Truth, fo it is a moſt. excellent Expedient to 
is qppole andiſettle the ' mind, eſpecially of ſuch aman 
> {who truly loves and fears this great God, even under 
the blackeſt and moſt diſmal Troubles and Confuſions : 
far-it muſt moſt! neceſſarily give a ſound, preſent, and 
IpraRtical Argument of Patience and Contentation : For 
een theſe black diſpenſations are under the govern- 
ment and management of the moſt Wiſe and Power- 
fl God. Why ſhould 1, that am a fooliſh vain Crea- 
tyre, that ſcarce ſee to any diſtance before me, take up- 
@- me to cenſure theſe Diſpenſations, to ſtruggle im- 
patiently with- them, to diſquiet and torment my ſelf 
with vexation at them? Let God alone'to govern and 
ader the World as he thinks fit: as his Power is inti- 
nite and cannot be reſified, ſo is his Wiſdom' infinite, 
ad knows beſt what is to be done, and when, and 
bow. 2. As it. gives a ſound Argument of Patience 
amd Contentedneſs, fo it- gives a clear inference of Re- 
ation of our ſelves up unto him, and to his will and ; 
lpoſal, upon the account of his goodneſs. It is the "of 
mere Bounty and Goodneſs of God that firſt gave be- k. 
ag to all things, and preſerves all things in their Be-. 
ig; that gives all thole Accommodations and Con- 
Kniences that accompany their Being; why ſhonld I 
therefore diſtruſt his Goodneſs ? As he hath Power to 
a he pleaſeth ; Wiſdom to diret and diſpoſe 
bat Power z ſo he hath inhnite Goodneſs, that accom- 
panies that Power and that Wiſdom, As I cannot 
pat my. will -into the hands of greater Wiſdom, fo 1 
wnnot put my. will into the hands .of greater Good- 
g- | els, His Beneficence ta bis Creatures is greater than 
ts poſſible for the Creatures to haye to themſelves. I 
1e | vill not. only therefore patiently ſubmit co his Pow» 
ezand Will, ' which I can by no means reſiſt, but chear- 
IG, DI fully 
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'248 | A good Methed to entertain +82 
fully Reſign up my ſelf to the diſpoſal 'of his Will JG 
which is mfinitely beſt, and therefore' # better rule ſe} --to 
my diſpoſal, thanmy own will. * ' - --* 24 fi 
' 5. The next Exfedient is Faith and Recumbence wp ly 
on thoſe Promiſes of his, which all 'wiſe 'and good maj ve 
do, and mutt value abeve the beſt-Inheritance in thi} 'W 
World: namely , that he will not' leave nor forſakef at 
thoſe that fear and love him, Heb, 1345, How muy} »G 
more ſhall your Heavenly Father give good things to than +1 
that —__ ? Mat. 6. 30. Mat. 7.11. He that ſpadfſ ft 
A . not bis own Son, but delivered bim wp for us all, bowſpt 
B he not with bim alſo freely give us all things ? Rom. TN - 
32. All things ſhall work together for good to them tha 
love God, Rom. 8. 28. Upon the aſſurance of thek 
Divine ' Promiſes, my heart may quiet it ſelf in the 
midſt of all the moſt dark and tumultuous concuſſion 
in the World. Is it beſt for me to be delivered outd 
them, or to be -preſerved in or under them? Iamws 
der the Providence and Government of my -Heavenh 
Father, who hath faid, He will vot leave me, nor fot- 
fake me; who takes more care of me, and bears more 
love to me than I can bear to my moſt dutiful Child: 
that can in a moment reſcue me from the calamity, tr 
infallibly ſecure me under it :: that ſees and knows eve 
ry moment of my condition, and a thouſand exped> 
ents to preſerve or relieve me. On the other ſide, do 
I fall in the ſame. common calamity, and fink under it 
without any deliverance from it, or preſervation under 
it? His will be done, I am ſure it is for my good, 
nay, it is not poſhble it ſhould be otherwiſe : For my 
very . Death, the worſt of worldly evils, will be but the. 
tranſmiſſion of me into a ſtate of Blefſedneſs, Reſt and} 
Immortality : for, Bleſſed are they that die in the Lord, | 
they reſt from their Labours, and their Works follow them, 
Rev. 14. 13. | | | 
6. The next Expedient is Prayer, - The gloron 
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{to his Throne;: chere 'to ſuc out by Prayer, thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings and Mercies which he hath promifed. It is-not on- 


{ly a Duty that we owe in recognition of the Divine So- 


zycreignty ,-a Priviledge. of greater value than if we 
- were made Lords of the whale Earth 5 but a Means to 
Zattain- thoſe 'Mexcies,- that the- Divine”. Wiſdom | and 
»Goodnelſs knows to be fitteſt for. us :. by this -means we 
may be ſure to. have deliverance or preſervation, if uſe- 
ful or fit for us: or if not, yet thoſe favours and con- 
+deſcenſions from Almighty God, that are better thande- 
* liverance ic ſelf : namely, Patience and- Contentedneſs 
-with the Divine. Good Pleaſure: Refignation of our 
Wills to him; great Peace and Tranquility of mind : 
Evidences and communications vf his Love and Favour 
;. to us : - Support under our weaknefles and deſponden- 
cies: and many times Almighty God, in theſe Wilder- 
neſſes of diſtractions, and confuſions, . and fiorms, and 
calamities, whether - publick or private, gives out as a 
return to hearty and - faithful Prayer, ſuch Revelations 
of his Goodneſs , and Irradations of his Favour and 
'Love, that a man would not exchange for all the Ex- 
ternal Happineſs that this world can afford ; and re- 
-compenceth the loſs and troubles in relation to Exter- 
*nals, with a far greater meaſure of the Manifeſtations 
-of his Favour, than ever a man did reccive in his great- 
'eſt confluence of external advantages. Yea, and poſſi- 
' bly, the time of external ſtorms and troubles is far more 
\ſcaſonable for ſuch returns of faithful and 'humble Pray- 
er, than the. times of external affluence and benefits : 


|. and the devotion of the ſoul by ſuch troubles raifedto 


a | (na height, and accompanied with more Grace 
* and Humility and Fervency, than is ordinarily found in 
a condition of external peace, plenty and ſerenity, 


Changes 


| Troubleſome Times. 1249 Y 
-God- of Heaven hath given us a free and open Acceſs * 


Changes and Troubles: 


, I Hy way-ward Saul ! let not thoſe warious | Ma 
Oz ſtorms, : OO UTNY = Os 
"bich hourly the World with freſh Alarms, On 
"Pavade thy Peace : nor diſcompoſe that Reft, | V" 


"Which thou maiſt keep untoucht within thy Breſt, | 70 
" dmidf thoſe whirlwinds, if thou keep but free Re 
The Intercourſe betwixt thy God and thee, 

14 by region lies above theſe Storms > and know, 

: Thy rbooghts are earthly, and they creep too low, 
If theſe can reach thee, or acceſs can td 

"Fo bring or raiſe like Tempeſts in thy Mind. 

- But yet in theſe diſorders ſomething lies, 

"That's worth thy notice, out of which the Wiſe 
May trace and find that Fuſt - and Powerful Hand, 
bThat ſecretly, but ſurely doth Command, 

-:And Manage theſe diftempers with that kill, 
-That while they ſeem to Croſs, they aft his Will. 
"Obſerve that Silver Thread, that fleers and bend; 
*The worſt of all diſorders, to ſuch Ends, 

That on his Juſtice, Goodneſs, Providence, 

_ Who cloſely guides it by his Influence. 

-And though theſe Storms are loud, yet liften well, 
: There is another meſſage that they tell : 

This World is not thy Countrey : "tis thy Way : 
-Too much contentment would invite thy ſtay 

"Too long upon thy journey : make it ſtrange, 
Tnwelcome News, to think upon a Change : 
! | Li Whereas 


Changes and Troubles; 
Whereas this rugged entertainment ſends 
Thy thoughts before thee to thy journeys end ; 
Chides thy defires homewards : tells thee plain, 
To think of refting here it is but vain ; 
Makes thee to ſet an equal eſtimate 
On this uncertain World, and a juſt rate 
On that to come; it bids thee wait and ſtay, 
Until thy Maſter calls, and they with joy 
To entertain it. Such a Change as this, 
Renders thy Loſs, thy Gain ; tmproves thy Bliſs. 
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Would confidet theſe Particulars: t. What that 
''/Titne is which'-we-ate to Redeem." 2. What it 
- is''to Redeem-that= Time. | 3-1 How that Time is 
.-20 be-Redeemed; 4. Why that tire is thus to 
be 'edeemed. d'{:;wul IK 4 

*:'The Hirſt of theſe. "Whit that Time is, that is to beRe- 
detmed.. The Philoſophers trouble themſelves mach 
what Time is,” and leave-it' yery difficult; but we ſhall 
hor need to trouble our ſelves with- that inquiry. The 
| hat is here meant; ſcems to - be/under this dous' 
ble Relation : - Firſt-;/-in? relation to ſome Apt Seaſon! 
for anything to be Yotiez 'and' then it is properly - cab 
led Opportunity, which'is nothing elſe* but the co-inci-/ 
dence of ſome circumftznces- accommodate to ſome afti-' 
on -faitable to'it'; ' Us? the Time forthe Husband-Man 
to Reap. his Corn; is-when the Corn is ripe, and the 
weather feaſonable.” It is/ time for the Smith to forge 
koti” when it is hot; and” therefore 'malleable ; and fo 
in' matters moral : Nr, 15 a time to ſhew mercy wheawp 
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obje&t of miſery ocFuls,, Ind wer to give relief 
This, as I take 1 ir, is that Shick! P Greeks call "nigh 
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Il. To redeem Time therefqre, is in relation to both 
theſe, vis. 1. In relation to —_— or ot tgy Di 
the Red of+ _ Dili 

ently to waſh an poſe ns and 

poxtu f ihe we may whether 
in rclatipn t 7 he rvice Glory 
in relation to others, in bs a ; 0 arity and Juſtice ; 
in xclation to eur felves , wo proyements oy: Tm 
Nadu 


_ 
che 86 


lalze, Diery id Virtue.” + 2 bully te ty 

of all theſe oppo Gn we leg them —ag * 
to apply ſuitable' St Þ LT yn 
they. ogcan," ,2. ——oAaomnrm OS SH 

and fo;we are-;(aid x0 _ achs 

we confiandy : Aaploy our-taney a $ T, as tew vach- 
Ugs afld interflatie in It- without impleying it-. + \The 


polite to this, is Idlenels, or doing — 


we rimployi ory time; contiantlyn ; [ES gs 
ui anlombld 10 the: vlog ap elocts ye 
oppoſites to - this, AFG 
—_— of - qux;time,; which jig indeed worle oe Fafa bi 
neſs; Or ſeednglys.jthe FRHDs | ayd-apertipent, A 
Rrofitable implayment of -;opr,pimgiy; p85 Domitiany d1 
i killing of-: Klycs- [35 Whenowe,fimploy: -Qux, times 
not-only in:things: prohitable,. but.;3nj ſuch. things. a5\are 
of greateſt uſe and; importance ; an; ;theretore;\luck..ims, 
poyments asarg1of.:greateft ampportance, and, 'CQRGETNa 
ment, ought'to-take up the gxeatcit and mot conliele» 
rable part of-our time z otherwiſe we are imprudeng 
and zerationdl. it>-the Improvement ,or Redempion of 
our Time. - And-- therefore . this Redeeming. - of , our. 
Time is ordinarily - called Husbanding of our wie & in 
| xelem- 
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 NviGeiw the 72nd, ©  Uhb 
ofemblance of the Husband-mans g—_ | with bk 
und, If the Husband-man doth not at all Till: 
»w his ground, but is Idle ; or if he takes much painsth 
ling of his ground, and Sows — but Cockfe 
Darnel, or fuch hurtful Seeds ; or if fr tf 
at which is hurtful, but Sows light or unpro 
Corn ; or Sows that ground with a more ignoble ai 
unafeful Grain, which would with more'teaſon and s 
yantage be imployed to'a more noble grain, that would 
yield more profit; or if he Sows a ſuitable grain, Vit 
obferves not his 'ſeafon proper 'for it, that man is th 
= Husband of his' ground: Antl tiethat witch the ie 
negligence, or Imprudence Husbands his Time, is anifl 
fusband of his time, and doth hot” redeem it as'he 


- 


here directed. 'But of this more in the next. Fo, 
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© INI. How Time is to' be redeemed: The parties 
lir Methods of Husbanding of Time” under ' 
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former relations, viz, in relation to'- : 'und 
i@ relation to our time 'of life, fhall {22 promiſca 
ſt down. Now the. aftions of our tioer may be diftin- 
iſhed into ſeveral kinds, and in relation tb thoſe 
| ations, wilt the imployments* of 'our” time'be df- 
verfified. 1. There are actions Natwral, ſuch'as at 
Fating , Drinking , Sleep , "Motion , Reſt, '2. Attons 
gots as Provifion fot Families , bearing of SIRE 


= 


es 'in times of Peace or War 3; moderate 

tions 'and Divertiſcraents.z imployments in civil, Vo. 
ations, as Agriculture, Mechanical Trades; LiberalPro- 
fefiors. 3. Adtions Moral , whether" relating 'to* our 
ves, as Sobriety, Temperance; Moderation, ( which 
though they are rather habirs 'than ations ,” andthe 
{ions of .them rather conſiſt in Negatives” thati Poli 
tives, yet I ſtile them ations )) or relating to others, a 
aQs of Juſtice, Charity, Compaſſion, Liberality. '4. 

lafily, Actions Religious, relating to Almighty God, as . 
py Inyocation 
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Redeem the Time. | A 
vocation, Thanſgivi , Inquiring -into his Works 
Ya Obedence to his Law, and Commands, vl [: 
| 'he olewn eaos of is Workip god oor | 
which. muſt go through and give a e to 
ye he He of Fear of him, Love to him, Humb 
bag egrity of heart. ahd ſoul before' him 3 6 
in ſum, a; hk i Religinn towards God in his So 
Jelus Cheiki, . which. is the magnuys uportet, the. ore 
| y, 2 over-weighs all the 
count: 1, In reſpet he excdllency. Ke pole Soveraigny 
of the ObjeQ, Alnughty God .to whom we owe our Be 
;, and: the th and, flower of our Souls. 2. Fr 
ſpett of the nobl encls of the end thereby and thereig 
to be attained; z for. whereas: all the. reſt ſerve only to 
the Meridian of this life, the latter hath a proſped tg 
an Eternal life. 3. In reſpe& of the niobleneſt c of the ha- 
oh lf, which hath: an univerſal influence into all 
oe ef of the wh rm SN» and drags 
nd: improyeth, .and enno them. It would be 
orga to. proſecute the ——__ of Red f- 
a in; the. particular relations. to all theſe aQtionsin 


ere of } paper,. therefore in this purſuit of the 
in —_ Repeoming ths, Time, I ſhall ſee; Ef donnonly 8 


. 16 We. are to. n let} no opportunity that occurs. toda 
d ;. but. x. To watch. all opportunitics that' offer 


es in- order..thereunto. oe ſeek, for #bem, il 


they offer not themſelves, 3- Toxſe.them, and not to. 
let. Mes OP. - ; 

| | ev-ingigdence of ogporbintie of ſeveral | | 
hes and I 6 _ ſeveral actions, to give thoſe the Bk 


Frelatyop. chat correlpond "to: the , moſt” worthy actions; 
and-.in.. the. co-incidence of opportanities for aQions, 
equal moment, to!prefer ſuch as axe.moſt rare, and pro- 
tably of unlikelihopd to occur again, before thoſe that 
Are ger. A probs bility of frequent occurrence: 

Ly ' 3. We 
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yy We arc to. be. very carcful to leave no blanks or inters 
Þerfions of Idlkneſs in our lives... Thoſe men that have 
oft imployment, and of the mott conſtant nature, canis 
got chooſe: but have certain Interjtiziz between the va» 
Fetics of bulincſs, which may be fitred with unploys 
ments ſuitable co their length or qualities ; and ic be- 
Wimcs a good Husband of his time to have ſome delig- 
wations and deitinations of buſineſſes chat may be fuita= 
ble co the nature, quality, ſeaſons, and more of thoſe vas 
cant nterflitia. An induſtrious Husband-man, Trades- 
lan; Scholar, will never want butineſs fitted for occaſi- 
bnal vacancies and hore ſubſecive. Gellins his Nofes At- 

e have left us an experiment of it: And a Chriſtian, 

n as ſuch. hath ready imployment for oceational ins 
xFtices, Reading, Praying ; the crumbs and fragments 
# time would be furniſhed with their ſuitable imploy- 
ents ;- *tis precious, and therefore let none of it be 
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124. Much time might be ſaved and redeemed bn res 

tenching #be unneceſſary expences thereof in our ord:nary 

ep, attiring and dreifing our ſelves, and th: Icngth of 

x Meals, as Breakfaſts, Dinners, Supp-rs; which eſ= 

pecially in' this latter Age, and among people of the bet- 

ter ſort, are protracted to an immoderate and excethve. 

neth : There is little leſs than ten or twelve hours 

yery day ſpent in theſe refedtions and their appen< 

* | Encies, ' which might be fairly reduced to much leſs, 

475+ THke heed of entertaining Yin Thorghts , which 
ae:a very great conſumption of time, and is very inci- 

al dnt to Mclancholly and Fanciful perſons, whom I have 

wa own to lit the greatclt part of ſeveral days in project- 

2 : is what they. would do if they had ſuch Eftates. Hos 

:Þ 
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Wars or Places, and tuch kind of. unprofitable and vain 
; Feditations; . which humour is much improved in them 
C Fthatlie long in bed in a Morning, DEAY 


| 29 Bewate of too mMuCcit tLecreations Some Bodily 
e bt” | 7% i Exer- 


"Ou Redeem the Time. .. | 
Exerciſe is neceſſary, for ſedentary men eſpecially 
but let it not be too frequent, nor too Jong, ing, 
Taverns, and Plays, as they are pernicious, and corrupt 
Youth : ſo if t hey had no other fault, yet they are julþ 
ly to be declined in reſpe& of their excefhve expeti 
of time, and” habituating men to Idleneſs and vaiy 
thoughts, and diſturbing Paſſhons and ſymptoms whey 
they are paſt, as well as while they are uſed. Let ng 
Recreations of any long continuance be uſed in the 
Morning, for they Kr | the loſs or diſcompoſure of the 
whole day after. : 

7, Viſits made or received, are for the moſt part an 
intolerable conſumption of time , unleſs prudently op 
dcred; and they are for the not part ſpent in vain and 
impertinent diſcourſes. 1. Ler them not be uſed in 
the Morning. 2. Let the viſits be made to, or by 
perſons of Impertinence, let them be ſhort, and at ſuch 
times as may be beſt ſpared from what'is more uſeful 
or neceſſary,: viz. at Meals, or preſently after. 3. But 
it the perſons to be viſited, are men of wiſdom, Learn 
ing or Eminence of parts, the Viſits may be longer 
but yet ſo as the time may be profitably ſpent in uſeful 
diſcourſe, which carries with it, as well profit and ad 
vantage as civility and reſpec. % 

8, Be obſtinatcly' conftant . to your Devotions at 
certain ſet times, and be ſure to ſpend the Lords ay 
intirely in thoſe Religious duties proper for itz and 

Jet nothing but an inevitable necetſity divert you from 
it. . For, 1. It is the beſt and moſt profitable ſpent 
time 3 it is in order to the great end of your being 
in this World. . 2. It is in order to your everlaſtin 
happineſs; in compariſon of which ,” all other buſi 
nefſes of this life are Idle and vain; it is that 'which 
will give' you the greateſt comfort in your Life, im 
your Sickneſs, in your Death and he is a Fcol that 
provides not for that which will moſt certainly coun 

3. It 
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"= Redeem the Time. ' .. 269 
- 3+ It is the moſt reaſonable tribute imaginable unto 
that God, that lends you your time, and you are bound 
ÞÞ-pay it under all the obligations of duty, and gra- 
nc ac :;- And 4. It Is that which will ſanQihe and 
proſper all the reſt of your time, and your ſecular im- 
ploy merits. I am not apt to be ſuperſtitious, but this 
ave certainly and infallibly found true, that by my 
deportment in. my duty towards God , in the times 
devoted to his Service, eſpecially on the Lords day, I 
could make a certain conjeQture of my ſucceſs in my 
| x occaſions the reſi of the weck after : If I were 
ofe and negligent in the former , the latter never 
bn the well : if firi and conſcientious, and watch 


ally: 


E 


Z. 
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ul in the former, I was ſucceſsful and proſperous in the 
r. | 
+ 9. Be induſtrious and faithful in your Calling. The 
merciful God hath not only. indulged unto us a 
3 greater pom of time for our ordinary occaſi- 
ons, than he hath reſerved , to himſelf, bur alfo en- 
yns and requires our Induſtry and Diligence in it. 
And remember that you obſerve that Indutiry and 
iligence, not -only as civil means to acquire a com- 
petency_ for your {elf and your Family, but alſo as an 
a& of Obedience to his Command and Ordinance: 
by means whereof, you make it not only an a& of cj- 
ml converſation but of Obedience to Almighty God, 
nd ſoit becomes in a manner ſpiritualized into an a& 
'&& Religion. 
3.10. Whatever ryou do, be very careful to retain in 
Jour hearta habit of Religion, that may be always abour 
Fou, aud keep your heart, and your life always as irt 
s Preſence 4, and tending towards him. ' "This will 
be contiuually with you, and put it ſelf into aQs, even 
Mhough you are not in a ſolemn poſture of Religions 
Worſhip , and will lend you multitudes ot Religious” 
pplications to Almighty God , upon' all 'oceafions 
S 2 | 


and 
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-'260. Redeem the Time. s #3 
and interventions, which will not at all hinder you inf ® 
any meaſure. in your ſecular occaſions, but. better and V? 
further you :; It will make you Faithful in yourCalling] & 
even upon the account of an actual refleQtion of your © 
inind upon the preſence and command of NN ky 


you fear and love: Jt will make you aQually t 
ful for all ſucceſſes and ſupplies z Temperate and So- 
ber in all your. natural a&tions : Juſt and Faithful in 
all your: dealings, Patient and Contented in all your 
Diſappointments and Crofles, and .aQually confide 
and intend his Honour in -all you do, and will give 
2 tinqure of Religion and Devotion upon all your 
ſecular imployments , and turn thoſe very ations, 
which: are materially civil or natural, 'into the very 
true and formal nature of —_—_— , and make your 
whole. life to be an unintermitted life of Religion and 
Puty to God, For this habit of Piety in your Soul, 
will rot only not lye fleeping and unaQive, but ab 
moſt in every hour of the day will put forth aQtual ex- 
ertings of it ſelf in applications of ſhort occaſional | 
Frayers, Thankſgivings, Dependance, reſort unto that 
God that is always near you, and lodgeth in a marr 
ner in your heart by his fear, and love, and __ 
Religion towards him. -And ' by this means you 
effectually , and in the beſt and readieſt manner im- 
ginable, doubly Redeem your Time. 1. In the 
lawful exerciſe of thoſe natural and civil concerns, 
which are not only permitted, but in a great meaſure 
injoyned by Almighty God. - 2. At the ſame time 
 Exerciling as of ages duties , Obſervance and 
Veneration unto Almighty God , by perpetuated , or 
at lea(t frequently reiterated, though ſhort acts of devo- | - 
tion to him. And this is the great art of Chriſtian | #3 
Chymiſtry , to convert thoſe as that are materially || : 
natural or civil, into a&s truly and formally Religious, 
whereby the whole courſe of this life is both truly and 
| nter-' 
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Redeem the Time. 
| tively a Service to Almighty God , and an 
JS un! upted ftate of Religion, which is the beſt , 

20d nobleſt, and moſt univerſal Redemption of his 

Time. | | | 
© 11. Be very careful to prefer thoſe afions of your 
that moſt concern you ; be ſure to do them chiefelt, to 
them moſt. Let thoſe things, 'that are of le{s mo- 
ment, give place to thoſe things that are of greatelt 
moment. Every. man of the moſt ordinary prudence, 
taving many things to do, will be ſure to be doing 
of that firſt. aud chiefeft which moſt concerns him , 
d which being omitted , and pcſſibly wholly diſap- 
vinted, might occaſion his moſt irreparable loſs. We 
ave, it is true, many things to be done in this lite, 
frs longa, vita brevis; and we have ſeaſons and oppor- 
tunities for them ; but of theſe many things, ſome are 
barely conveniences for this life : Some, though they 
Tem more neceſſary, yet ſtill they riſe no highex, nor 
pok no further, nor ſerve no-longer, but only for the 
Meridian of this life, and are of no poſſible uſe in the 
moment after death. The Pleaſures, the Profits, 
Honours, the moſt flcrid accommodations of great 
ne Learning, ſtately Houſes and Palaces, goodly 
ns, greateſt Honours, higheſt Reputation, deep- 
Policy , they are fitted only to -this life; when 
Heath comes, they are inſignificant. pitiful things, and 
'Trve for nothing at all the very next moment after 
death ; nay , the diſeaſes and pains, aud langujſhings 
"that atc the preludia of death , render them perfectly 
Fain, if nat vexatious and torturing. But there are 
ain bufinefſes that are not only excellently uſeful 


*% 


"nay, g2 along with us with ſingular comfort into the 

ext life, and never leave us, but ſtate us in an eternal 
Fate of reſt -and' happineſs, fuch as may be withimach 
ale acquired in the times of health and life, but very 
S 3 difficult 


In this life, but ſich as abide by us in ſickneſs, in death : 
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difficult to be attained in the time of Sickneſs, and: thy the 
hour of death., but never to be forgotten after deathz # 


ſuch as are of that neceſſity, that in compariſon of them] 
all other things are impertinent and vain, if not d& 
ſperately noxious and hurtful. There is no neceſſity} 
42 me tobe Rich, and to be great in the World; tg 
have ſuch a title of Honour, ſuch ' a-place of Dignity, 
or Profit ; to leave ſuch an Inheritance ror titular Dig: 
nity to my Son 3 or to have ſo many thouſand poundz 
in my Inventory, when I die. But there are certain 
matters of abſolute neceſſity to me, ſuch as if I am with- 
out, I am undone and loſt, and yet ſuch as if not attain 
here in this life, can never \be attained ; and therefore, 
as it concerns me in the higheſt degree to attain them, 
ſoit concerns me in the higheitAegree to attain them in 
this life, and to take all opportunities imaginable in order 
thereunto, and to redeem every minute of time for that 
purpoſe, leſtI ſhould be for ever diſappointed, and not 
to be like the fooliſh Virgin, to be getting of Oyl when 
the door is ready to | be ſhut ; and with the Truant- Þ ww 
Scholar, to trifle away my time allotted me for my le Fx; 
ſon , and then to begin to learn it 'when my Maſta || ;n 
calls for me to repeat it; and thoſe buſineſſes are ſuch 
as theſe : the - Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, and him 
Crucified; the attainment of Faith in God through 
him ; the acquaintance- of my ſelf with the Will of Þ} +» 
God 3 the comporting of my ſelf with that- Will : the |} ac 
exerciſe of true and ſerious Repentance for fins paſt; | 1 
the ſicady reſolution of Obedience to his Will for the || :« 
time to come ; the attaining of the Pardon of my fins, | -| 
and Peace with God through Chriſt . our Lord 3 the | © 
ſubduing of my Luſts and -Corruptions.; ; the confore $4 
mation 'of my will and life to the holy Will of God, |} * 
and the perfect pattern, of Holineſs, Chriſt Jeſus ; the | % 
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thef] the giving all diligence to make my Calling and EleQi- 

fl oy - yy the- fitting and purging of my {elf to be a 
nem, Yell of Glory and Immortality , and fitted for the 
| uſe. of my great Lord and Maſter ; the caſting of my 
E&lif- into ſuch a frame and poſture of Mind and Life, 
 to'f that I may be: fitted and ready to die, and give up my 


count to ;'my Lord, with peace and chearfulncſs, and 
comfort ; ſo that if I ſhould , cither by the hand of 
fome diſeaſe or caſualty , or other . providence, receive 
this ſolemn meſſage, Se t thy Howſe in order, for thou ſhalt 


ith- F Wie, I enight receive it with as much readineſs, willing- 
ned F meſs and chearfulneſs, as a faichful and diligent Ser- 
ore, # yant .would receive this command from his Maſter , 
em, | Tow muſt take ſuch a journey for me to morrow. Theſe, 
| in F and ſuch like buſineſles as theſe, befides the conſtant te- 
der 8 nour of a juſt, virtuous, and pious life, are the moſt im- 


hat F portant buſineſſes of a Chriſtian. Firſt, ſuch as are+ of 
not | abſolute neceſſity to him , he may not, he cannot be 
en | without them. | Secondly, ſuch, as cannot be done elſe- 
nt- F awhere than in his life ; this world is the great Labo- 
&- F -xatory for perfeRing of Souls for the next ; if they are 
ter © not done here, they ceaſe to be done for cver ; death 
> F ſhuts the door, aud everlaſting]y ſeals us up.in that ſtate 
m F +ic finds us. Thirdly, And every ſcafon of this life is 
h | mot ' at leaſt ſo ſuitable for it: ſickneſs, and pain, and 
of F +weariſome and froward old Age have buſineſs enough 
i | of themſelves to entertain us : and any man that hath 
'3 | chad experience of either, will find he hath enough to 
& | :do to. bear them, or to ſtruggle with them. And fourth- 
» | -ly, We know not whether the Grace and Opportuni- 
& | ities that God hath lent us, and we have negleQed in our 
e | lives, ſhall ever be afforded again to us in the times of 


p| . 
> | <portion of .time in our Lives and healths are furniſhed 
| {| -with thouſands of invitations and golden oppoxtuni- 


S 4 theſe 


, A + "Jer ah "i xs x. & 
He. » DPF + wht pm w + 4 <E » "Li" 4 L Be ». 4; A 
*S 4; IE a - 45 5 Mt? 2 Mo IE od Ws. - Wray 3% * Wa WF "TM © ye Wo 
£3 Lone 5: we If » 4 p a2 4 Y 7; © 8) ES 8 ROE by rs tis arent 
£ WY x4 | * wo 7 oy : c . x x {%* # x 2 "4 20 
A > ” #* . . 4 7: 
* l 
, F4 F: [0 2 
* os Oo . 
b . : 


*our Sickneſles. , or upon our Death-beds , but a little 


*. tics for theſe great works. Let us therefore redeem 
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Redeem the Thin 
thoſe portions of time that our life and health lend 
for this great-and onething neceſlary. 
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And now, if a man ſhall take a ſurvey of the ond of © 


mon Courſe, even of the Chriſtian World, we ſhall and 
the generality of Mankind', the verieſt Children, Foolg 


and Mad-men, that ever Nature yielded. The 


very 
folly of Children in ſpending their times in Rattles, = 


Hobby-horſes, is more excuſable than theirs ; whole 
Reaſon and Experience ſhould better inſtruct them 


tality give him daily inſtances of it: and yer if we ds 
but obſerve the world of men, they do for the moſt par 
wholly trifle away their time in doing that which is & 


vil, or in doing nothing, or in doing nothing to any 


purpoſe, or becoming a reaſonable Nature. One man 
trifles away his time in Feaſting and Jollity ; another itt 
Gaming or vain and unneceffary Recreations, in Hunts 
time; another in fine Cloaths, Powderings, and Paint- 
ivg, and Dreiling 3 another in hunting after Honours 
and Preferments, or heaping, up of Wealth and Riches, 
and Jading hiniſclf with thick clay: another in trivial 
ſo:culatipns , - poſhbly touching ſome Criticiſm , -'or 
Gr:micatical nicety: and all theſe men wonderfully 
pride themſclves as the only wiſe-men ,- look big and 
goodly, and hen they come to die, all theſe prove ei- 
Ther vexatic.s and tortures of a miſ-ſpent time, or at 


ing, Hawking, Bowling, and other waſiful expences- of 


leaft, by the y<ry appearance of ſickneſs and death, are - 
xendred poor, empty, infipid, and infignifticant things: 
and then the Miniſter is ſent for, and Sacranients , and 


nothing but penitence, and complaints of the vanity of 


the World, the uphappy expeiices of time, and all the. }' 
Wealth and Honour would be preſently facrificed for F' 


the 


There is not any man fo ſenſeleſs; but he knows he 
muſt die, and he knows not how ſoon he ſhalt hear of 
that fad Summons; and if he were fo brutiſh as not ts 
thinkof it, or believe it, yet the Weekly Bills of Mor-. 
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I ug f he Redeription of thoſe miſ-ſpent hours, and days, and Mi 
Fl years that cannot bexecalled, nor redeemed by the price 
Jof'a World. But the -great miſery of Mankind is this, 
© they cannot, nor will not, in the times of health, anti- 
| ho the confideration of death and judgment to come, 
'Fnorput on any apprehenſions or thoughts, that the time 
Will come, when things will be otherwiſe with them 
than -now it is 3 or that they will be driven into ano- 
er kind of eſtimate of things than now they have, and 


I S&IER, 


he & this their way is their Folly. "Man being in Honour, ifs 
of F fealth;.in Life, underitandeth not, but becomes like the 
to} Reatts that periſh. Pſal. 49. 12. | | 
or- |, 4. 1 come to the Reaſons Why we ought thus to Re- 
ds || deem our Timg, which may be theſe : 

art | +1. Our time is a Talent put into our hands by the 
& | great Lord\ot the whole Family of Heaven and Earth, 
ny. | «ad ſuch whereof we are to give an account when our 
an | Maſter calls, and it will be a lamentable Account, when 
in | #ſhall conſiſt only of ſuch Items as theſe: Item, So 
t= {mach of it ſpent in Plays, and Taverns, and Gaming, 
of © her, So much of it ſpent in Sleeping, Eating, Drink- 
t- BF ivg. Pew, So much ſpent in Recreations and Paſtimes. + 
1s Þ tem, So much ſpent in getting Wealth and Honour, ec. 
s, || nd there remains ſo much which was ſpentin doing 
2] f 


nothing, 

7 2. Gar time is an Univerſal Talent, that every man 
vat lives to diſcretion, hath. Every man hath not a 

Talent of Learning, or of Wealth, or Honour, or Sub- 

flty of Wit to account for, but every man that lives to. 


the Age of __, hath Time to account for. 
& 3. Every man hath not only a Talent of Time, but 
tvery man hath a Talent of Opportunity, to improve his 
Talent in ſome meaſure, put into his hand. The-very 
works and light of Nature, the very principles of natu- 
I rl Religion are lodged in the hearts of all men: which 
ty the help cf his natural- reaſon he might exerciſe to 
"7 T -  1ome 
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2 fome a&s of Service, Duty, and Religion towards'C 
«i But the Chriſtian hath much more. . | -I« 
4. The Redemption and Improvement of our: Time | + 

is the next and: immediate End why it is given, orlent 
us, and why we are placed 'in this life ; and the waſt. 1 
ing of our time is a diſappointment of this-very end 

of our being ; for thereby we conſequently diſappoint Þ WY 
God of his Glory, and our ſelves of our happineſs. * 

|  . 5, Upon the management and diſpoſal of our tim 
' depends the everlaſting Concernment of our Souls. Ex bn 
momentd um ZEternitas. If it be redeemed , impr- 
ved, and imployed as it ought to be, we ſhall in the 
next moment after death, enter into an Immutable, 
Eternal, and Perfe& fiate of Giory ; if it be either fi 
fully or idiy ſpent, we fall into an Everlaſting, Irrecove- 


as. RY 20: 
TIME b F 
vw Y td we = 4 


AY 
- F 


EFESST 


verable, and Unchangeable fiate of Miſery. _ th 
6. The buſineſs we have to do in this life, in orda || fur: 


- 
CTY 


to the cleanſing of our Souls , and fitting them for 
Glory, is a Great and Important Buſineſs, and the time 
we have to live hath two moſt dangerous qualities in t& 
ference to that buſineſs. 1. It is ſhort : our longeſt 
riod is not above $0 years, and few there be that _ 
to that Age, 2. It is very caſual and wncertain; t 
be jofinite accidents, diſeaſes, nn" diſtempers that cut 
us off ſuddenly ; as acute diſeaſes, ſuch as ſcarce give 
us any warning z and conſidering how many firings, 
it were, there are to hold us up, and how {mall and in» 
conſiderable they are, and how eatily broken, and the 
| breach or diſorder of any of the leaſt of them, may be 
an inlet to death, it is a kind of Miracle that we live2 
month. Again, there be many Diſcaſes That render us 
in a manner dead while we live, as Apoplexies, Palſies, 
Phrenſies, Stone, Gout, which render our time either 
-grievous, or very unuſeful to us. 
7. Time once loſt, it is loſt for ever : It is aever 
to be recovered z all the Wealth wr the Indies wil 
| not 
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ever. 
- 8, As our time is ſhort, ſo there be many things that 
wrrode and waſte that ſhort time: ſo that there remains 
but little that is ſerviceable to our beſt imployment. Let 
us take but out of our longeſt lives, the weakneſs and , 
folly of Childhood and Youth, the impotency and 
poroſity of our old Age, the times for cating, drink- 
ſleepitig, though with moderation, the times of 
and indiſpoſedneſs of health, the times of Cares 
rneys and . Travel, the times for neceflary Recreati- 
, Interview of Friends and Relations, and a thou- 
ſuch expences of time, the refidue will be buta 
{mall pittance for 'our buſineſs of greateſt moment, the 
buſineſs, I mean, of Song our Souls for Glory : and if 
that be miſ-pent, or idly ſpent, we have loſt our Trea- 


fare, and the very Flower and Jewel of our time. 

- 9. Let us but remember, that when we ſhall come to 
Dye, and our Souls fit as it were hovering upon our lips, 
ready to take their flight, at how great a rate we would 


then be willing to purchaſe ſome of theſe hours we once 


tifled away, but we cannot. | 
-: 10. Remember that this is the very Elixir, the ve- 


x7 Hell of Hll to the damned Spirits, that they had once 
a Time wherein they might upon cafie texms , have 
procured Everlaſting Reſt and Glory, but they fooliſhly 
and vainly miſ-pent that time and ſeaſon which is now 
mot to be recovered. 
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H E Great Lord of the World hath placed 
* the Children of Men in this Earth as his 
Stewards ; and according to the Parablein 
Matthew 25. He delivers to | every perſon 
his Talents, a Stock of Advantages or op- 
portunities : to ſome he commits more, to ſome leſs, to 
all ſome, 
. This Stock is committed to every perſon under #4 
Truft, or Charge, to imploy the ſame in ways, and to 
ends , and in. proportion ſuitable to . the Talents thus 
committed to them, and to the meaſure and quality 
of them. 

The Ends of. this deputing of the Children of men 
to this kind of Imployment of their Talents, are divers 
}. That they may be kept in continual action and 
motion ſuitable to the condition of reaſonable Crea- 
tures, as almoſt every thing elſe in the World is con- 
finued in motion ſuitable to its own nature, which is 
the ſubje& of the Wiſeman's diſcourſe, Eeccleſs 18, 
dll things are full F*Ybour. 2, That in that regular 
| |  motion- 
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272. * TheGreat Audit. | L 
bk motion they may attain ends of Advantange to t xm Y. 
ſelves; for all things are fo ordered by the moſt Wiki 4 
God, that every Being hath ics own proportionable Pep 76 
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fe&ion and Happineſs inſeparably annexed to that warÞ he 
and work hich his Rs hath deftined it unto, :: - 
3+ Thatin that due and regular imployment, each man 
might be in ſome meaſure ſerviceable and advantageow &} yor 
to another. 4. That although, the great Lord of this we 
Family , can: receive no Advantage by the Service of & 7 
<< and All-ſufkcient in Þ tho 


his Creature, becauſe he is pert 
himſelf z yet he receives Glory and Praiſe by it, and 
Complacency in the beholding a Conformity in the Þ x4 
Creature, to his own moſt Pertect Will. I, 
To the due Execution of this Truſt committed to &Þ the 
the Children of Men, and for their incouragement in &} w} 
. it, he hath annexed 2 rewasd by his Promiſe and the Þ} the 
free appointment of his own good pleaſtire ; This re: | Ta 
ward therefore is not meritoriouſly due to the im- Y:#6 
ployment of the Talent; toras the Talent is the Lord's, I ha 
ſo is the firength and ability whereby it is imployed ; Þ} Se 
but by his own good pleaſure and tree promiſe, the re- Þ ten 
ward is knit to the work. In this cafe therefore: the re- 7 
ward is not demandable, ſo much upon the account of Þ thi 
the Divine Juſtice, as upon the account of the Divine Þ} thi 
Truth and Fidelity. On the other tide. to the malcad- Þ} hir 
minifiration of this trutt, there is annexed a retributis. Þ for 
on of Puniſhment ; and this moſt naturally and merito-, | C} 
\ riouſly, for the Law of common Juſtice and Reaſondoth Þ| wi 
molt juſtly ſubje& the Creature, that depends in his Bc. I} th 
ing upon his Creator, tothe Law and Will of the Crea-' } ©; 
tor ; and therefore, having received a Talent from hig Þ or 
Lord, and, together with his Being, an ability to une. Þ Py 
ploy it according to the Will of his Loxd, a non-imploy-. Þ þ 
ment, or mil-imployment thereof doth moſt juttly ob-- Þ| th 
lige hun to Guilt and ''uniſhment, as the natural and juit I fag 
conſequent of his demcrlc. | 
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ll” Of the Perſons that do receive theſe Talents, ſome 
= 4 imploy them well, though in various degreesz ſome 
*<»F to more advaiitage, ſome to leſs; and although the 

T beſt Husbands come ſhort of what.they ſhould do, and 
Ar belt are mn this reſpe&t unprofitable -Servants ; yet if 
there be a Faithful, Conſcicncious, and Sincere Indea- | 
your to imploy that Talent to their Maſters honour, 
they are accounted Good ' Sewards , and the Mcrits 
of Chriſt ſupply by Faith, that whercin they come 
ſhore. ; 

On the other ſide, ſome perſons are Urfuithfrl Storye 
ards of their Talents, and theſe are of tprec 4:45 ; 
1, Such as wholly miftmploy their Talents, turning, 
them to the Diſhonour and Differvice of their Lord, 
which they ſhould have imployed to his Service, and 
theſe have a double account to make, 7:2. of thc: 
Talents, and of their mifimployment. 2. Such as 
do not at all imploy their Talent, but as they dono # 
's | harm, ſo they do no good with it 3 theſe are Negligent - 
d ; Þ Servants, and have the tingle, butfull account of their Ta- 
c- NF x to make. 3. Such as do make ſome ule oi their Ta- 
'6- © fats, but do not produce an increaſe proportionable to 
of F their Stock; and ſo, though they ate 10: debtors tor 
ne 
d- 
ts 


their whole Talents, yet are in arrear, an.| grown bi= = 

ind-hand ; and fo upon the foot of their, account are Y 

ound Debtors to their Lord, which without Faith in 7 
0-. F Chriſt, and his Merits coming, in to make up the Sum, 
th. } will be enough to caſt them in Priſon, and there keep 
C- | them to Eternity, | 
a} And accotding to theſe varictiesof degrees, of good 
ls F or bad adminiltration, are the degrees of Reward rr 
M- | Panifoment, He that hath adminifired his Trutt well, 
= | fo that there is a great acceſs of his improvement, hath 


J- the greater acceſs of Glory; and he that hath leſs furplu- 
it} fage upon his account, ſhall have the leſs degree of Glory; 
} and on the other lide, des hai many Talents, and 


made 
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, Made no improvement, his Debt and Puniſhment ſhall I ' ©: 
be the greater : He that hath fewer Talents, his Now 
improvement leaves him a debtor in a leſs ſum, and} £1 


conſequently ſubject to a leſs Puniſhment. | 

The Great day of Account will be the great Day cf - © 
Judgment , when the Lord of the Families of the  ** 
whole Earth, will call every man to his account of his &Þ ©'* i 
Stewardſhip here on Earth. Wherein- we may with | + 
reverence, and for the better faſtening it upon our aff | 
ions, ſuppoſe the Lord thus to be. ſpeaking to all, and N © 
every particular perſon in the World. s 


The Charge. 


* Come ye Children of men, as.T have formerly | -* 
* made you Stewards of my Bleffings upon Earth, and 8 © 
* committed to -every one of you that come to the 
© uſe of yohr underſtanding, ſeveral Talents to imploy Y * 
© and improve to the honour and ſervice of me your | © 
© Lord and Maſter ; ſo now I come to call you to render | © 
* an Account of your Stewardſhip: and becauſe you 
* ſhall ſee the particular Charge of your ſeveral Receipts, | * 
* whereunto you may give your Anſwers, behold, here | ** 
is a, Schedule of the particulars with which I will F © 
© charge. you. Give in your particular Anſwer how 
* you have imployed and improved them, and ſee you 6 
© do it truly; for know I have a controul and check 3 * 
* upon you; a controul within you, your own Conſci- 
© ences, and a controul without you, my Book of Re- 
© membrance, wherein all your Receipts, Disburfements 
* and Imployments are Regiſtred. | oy 
I. I have given unto you all your Senſes, and prit- 
© cipally thoſe two great Senſes of diſciplinc, your Sight 
; © and your Hearing. | | 
* Hem. I have given unto you all, Underſtanding }} --/ 
© and Reaſon to be a guide of your Actions, and to ons | 
, ©0 


—_ ah — F 


© of you more eminent degrees thereof... 


: * things paſt, hear 
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© Hem. I have given you all, Memory, a treaſury of 
7 and obſerved. - & | 
© Hem. I have given you a Conſcience to dire& you, and 


*to check you in your miſcarriages , and to encourage 


£.you in well-doing ; and I have furniſhed that Conſcience 


:\*of yours with light,and principles of truth and practice, 
'S conformable to my Will. 


| © rem. T have laid open to all your view the Works of 


-* my Power and Providence, the Heavens and the Earth, the 


* conſpicuous adminiſtration of my Wiſdom and Power 
© in them. | 
© Item. I have delivered over to your view, my more 


C Special Providences over the Children of men, the Diſpen- 


© fation of Rewards and Puniſhments, according to emi- 
©nent Deſerts or Demerits. 

* ſtem. 1 have given you the advantage of Speech, 
* whereby tocommunicate your minds to one another,and 
* to inſfiruk and advantage one another by the help 


© thereof. 


© tem. I have given you Time of Life in this Wor'd. to 
* ſome longer, to ſome ſhorter, to all a time of Life , a 
* Seaſon wherein you might exerciſe thoſe ottter Talents 
©I have entruſted you withal. . | 

© Item. 1 have delivered over unto you the Rule and 
© Dominion over my Creatures, allowing you the uſe of them 
* for Your Food, Raiment, and other Conveniencies. 

* Item. Beſides theſe common Talents.I have entruſted 
© you withal, I have delivered over to you, and to you, 
* &*c. divers ſpecial and eminent Talents above others, viz« 
© of the Mind, or {uch as concern you as intellectual Crea- 
* tures. 

I. © Great Learning and Knowledge in the Works of 
* Nature, Arts and Sciences ; great Prudence and Wiſdom 


-*in the conduct of Afﬀairs, [ Elocution } excellent Eda- 


© cations 


'F- 2 2+ .* Of 


The Great Audit. 
2. © Of the Body; a firm and healthy Conſtitution ; 
© Strength. Beaty., and Comelineſs. 

3. * Of Externals. Great affluence. of Wealth and 
=H © Riches, Eminence of Place, and Power and Honour ;, great 
&. * © Reputation and Eiteem in the World 3 great Swcceſs in 
3 <Enterprizes and Undertakings', Publick and Private; 

* Relations ceconomical. 

4: * Of things of mixt Nature. Chriſtian and liberal 
© Education 3 Counſel and advice of faithful and judicious 
© Friends ; good Laws in the place and Country where you 
© live 3 the written Word of God acquainting you with my 
< Will, and the way to Eternal Life; the Word preached 

'© by able and powerful Minifters thereof z the Sacraments, 
© both for your Initiation and Confirmation ; ſpecial and 
© powerful Motions and Impulſes of my Spirit upon your 
< Conſcienccs, difluading from Sin, and encouraging in, 
<and to Holineſs ; Special Providences abſirafting and di- 
© verting you from the commithon of things contrary to' 
*n:y Will, Giſhonourable to my Name, and hurtfnl to 
© your ſelves ; Chaſtiſement and Correfions eminently and 
© plainly inflied for Sin committed by your ſelves and 
< others, ſo that the Guilt was legible in the Puniſhment; 
< Emiicrt Bleſſings upon the ways of Holineſs and Virtue, 
© even to the view of the World ; Eminent Reſtitutions 
© and Deliverances upon Repentance, and Amendment of | jx, 
© Life moſt clear and ſenſible Experiences of my Love, Fa- | 
< vour, and liſtening to your Prayers, to encourage you to 6n 
© a Dependance upon me; ſingular Opportunities put into : 
© your hands, of inſtructing the Ignorant, delivering, the 
< Oppreſſed, promoting my Honour. an 


"oh © Theſe are ſome of the many Talents which I have 
* committed to you, though in differing degrees: Give up 
© your Accounts,you Children of men,how you have em- 


|. © ployed them. 
5 W . 6 _ The 
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"The Account of the Good © 
Steward. 


Bp before I enter into Accopnt with thy Majefty, 
3.4 I muſt confefs , that if thb&u ſhouldſt enter 'into 
Judgment with me, and demand that Account which 
1n Juſtice thou mayeſt require of me, I ſhould be found 

y Debtor : I confeſs I have not improved my Ta- 

ts according .to that meaſure of ability that thou 
haſt lent me: Itherefore moſt humbly offer unto thee 
the redundant Merit- of thy own Son to ſupply my 
defects, and to make good what is wanting in my ac- 
compt : yet —— to thy command, I do humbly 
render my Diſcharge of the Truſt thou haft committed 
to me, as followeth : 


I, In General. 
As to all the Bleffings and Talents wherewith thou haſt 


intruſted me : 
I have looked up tothee with a Thankful heart, as the 


only Author and Giver-ot them. 


' Thave looked upon my ſelf as Unworthy of them: 

I have looked upon them as committed to my Truft 
and Stewardſhip, tomanage them for the ends that they 
were given, the honour of my Lord and Maſter. 

I havetherefore been Watchful and Sober in the uſe 
and cxercife of them , left I ſhould be unfaithful in 
them. | 
-Jf I have at any. time, through weakneſs, or inad- 
yertence, or temptation , miſ-imployed any of them , 

S 4 I have 
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278. | The Account of 


my miſcarriage by Repentance and Amendment. 


2, In Particular. 

Concerning my Senſex, and the uſe of them : 

I have made a covenant with mine Eyes , that they 
ſhould not rove after. Vanity, or forbidden Objeas : I 
have imployed them in beholding thy works of wonder 
and wiſdom. 

Lhave bufied themin reading, thoſe Books and 'Wrj- 
tings, that may inſtruct me in the great concernments of 
Eternal Life. | | 

I have ſtopt my Ears againſt ſinful and unprofitable 
diſcourſe, and againſt flandering, and lying, and flatter- 
ing tongues. 
| Thavcexerciſed them in liſtening to thoſe things that 
might increaſe my Faith, Knowledg, and Piety. 

I have kept them open. to the cry of the Poor and 
Opprefſed, to relieve them; the reſt of the imploy- 
ments of theſe and my other Senſes, have been tor my 
neceſſary preſervation, and the honeſt exerciſe of an ho- 
neſt Calling and Converſation. 


3. Astoth: Reaſon and Underſtanding thou haſt 


grven me. 


T have been careful to govern my Senſes and ſenſual 
Appetite by my' Reaſon, and to govern my Reaſon by 
thy Word. | 

I have endeavoured to uſe and imploy it, but not 


lean or depend upon it ;. I make it my Ailifiant, but not 
my Idol, 


I have been careful to wind up my Reaſon and Un- | 


derftanding to the higheſt key in the ſearching out of 
Traths, but eſpecially thoſe that- are of the greateſt con- 
cernment in matters of Faith. I have made my Under- 
ſtanding 


I have been reſtleſs, tillT have in ſome meaſure re&tifiel 


cl 


wo | The Good Steward. h 279 
ang to be laborious. and 'indufirious, but till kept 
under Yoke and Rule of thy Word, leſt it ſhould grow 
extravagant and petulant. 2 

I have looked/npon my Underſtanding and Reaſon, 
a Ray of thy Divine Light ; and therefore I have 
uled it for thee,” and have counted it a moſt high Sa- 
cilege, Ingratitude and Rebellion, to imploy it againſt 
thee, thy Honour or Service. 5 

-I have endeavoured principally . to furniſh it with 
that knowledge, which will be of uſe in the other 
World : this hath been my bufineſs ; other itudies or 
acqueſts of other knowledge, have bcen cither for the 
neceſiray uſe of this life, or harmleſs divertiſements, or 
recreations. In. the exerciſe of my Reaſon ; as on the 
one fide, I have avoided Idleneſs, Supineneſs, or Neg- 
&& ; ſo on the other fide, I have not imployed it in 


; Vain, Curious, Unprofitable, Forbidden Inquiries ; I 


have ſtudied to uſe it with Sobricty, Moderation, Hu- 
mility, and Thankfulneſs ; and as I have been careful 
to imploy it, ſo I have been as carctul not ro miſ-imploy 
it, I looked upon it as thy Talent, and theretore give 
unto thee the Glory, the uſe and {crvice ot it. 


4. As to the Memory thou baſt lent me. 


On the Contemplation of that ſixrange and wonder- 
ful faculty , that diſtinly, and notwithſtanding the 
intervention of thouſands of objeds, retains their Ima- 
ges and Repreſentations, with all their Circumttances 
and Conſequents, I have admired the wondertul Wil- 
dom, Power, and Perfection of the Lord. 

I have endeavoured principally to treaſure up in it 
thoſe things that may be moſt of uſe for the life to 


"come, and moſt conducible to the attaining of itz thy 


Mercies , Commands, DircQions , Promiſes z my own 
Vows, Reſolutions, Expericnccs, Failings 3 to keep 
T 4 me 


Fx =, 4 wr A. Py 
A oa wo; foe Fog Re 


Bn Jo 
WS FEBESECSS S Wy PIES 
Y as 00 Eg» LE Rh - Tx 
. J 
- 


| 220 The:Account of \ © —M 
me Conſtant in my DutyzDependent.upoh thy Goodneſs 
Humble and Penitent. [#2 4 bois 3K Sa 


tt W 
g we 
< hh þ L oy 


Some things I have Studied to forget; injuries, vain] 


and hurtful diſcourſes, 'and ſuch things as either would 
make me the worſe by :remembring them, or take up 
too much room in my. memory, which might berims 
ployed and ſtored with better furniture. , 148 

The Reit of the imployment of my. Memory hath 
been to afliſt me in the ordinary and neceſſary conver- 
{ation with others, the ways ot - my Calling, the per- 
torming . of my Promiſes and Undertakings, the pre- 
ſervation of good and Jawful Learning, that thereby] 
might. do ſervice to thy Name, ferve my Generation, 
and improve my- {{f in Knowledge, Wifdom and Un- 
dzrſtanding, 


5. As tonching my Conlcience, and the light thou haſt , 


grven me in its 


1. It hath been my care to improve that Natural 
Light, and to furniſh it with the belt principles I could: 
Fetore I had the knowledg of thy Word, I got as 
1zch furniture as I conld from the Writings of the 
beſt Moraliſts, and the Examples of the beſt Men ; 
aftcr 1. had the light of thy Word, I furniſhed it with 
taoſc inolt pure and unerring Principles that I found 
111 Its 

2, | have been very diligent to keep my Conſcience 
clean to encourage it in the Vicegerency that thou 
haft given it over my Soul and Actings, I have kept it 
'"m the throne, and greatelt reverence and authority in my 
hcart. 

3. In actions to be done or omitted : I have al- 
ways adviſed with it, and taken its advice, I have nei- 
ther ſtifled, nor forccd, nor bribed it 3 but gave it a 
tree liverty to 2dviſe and ſpeak out, and atree ſubje- 
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jon of my Will, Purpoſes, and-Actions to it, 

+. 4. If throught inadvertency of mind , or importuni- - 
ain] ty of temptations, or precipitaucy_ of occaſion; or ne- 
uld Þ ceffity of the times, I have at any time done amiſs, I 


4 
nw, 
v 

- 


up } have not taken her- up ſhort, or ſtopped her mouth, or : 
me Y my/ own attention to. her chiding and repreot; but I 
1 | have, with mich ſubmitlion of mind born her Cha- 
ith F fliſement, and improved .it to an humbling of my (cf 
er- | before thee for my failings ; for I looked upon her as 
ers | ating by thy Authority. for thy Service, and to thy Glo- 
re- | 93 and 1 durit not diſcourage, diſcountenance, or 
yl F diobey her. 
Mn, 5. When ſhe was pleaſed, and gave me good words, 
n- || was glad ; forl efteemcd her as a glaſs that repreſented 
to my Soul the favour or diſpleaſure of. God himſelf, 
and how he ſtood affected towards me. 
* 65S. I have more trembled under the fear of a ſeared 
or - diſcouraged Conſcience, than under the fear of a ; 
ſharp or ſcrupulous Conſcience, becauſe I always coun- ' ' 3 
al n the latter, though more troubleſome , yet more : 
1: | fate. | 
as | :7-. I have been very jealous either of wounding, or 


ie || grieving, or diſcouraging, or dcading my Conſcience. 
3 | I have therefore choſen rather to forbear that which 
h | femed but indifferent, left there ſhould be ſomewhat 
d m it that might be unlawful ; and would rather gratt- 

he my Conſcience, with . being too ſcrupulous , than 
e | difpleaſe, diſquiet, or flat it, by being too venturous : 
u |} I have fill choſen rather to forbear what might be 
it | probably lawtul, than to do that which might be poſh- 
y | bly unlawful; becauſe I could not crr in the former , 
I might in thelatter. If things were diſputable whe- 
- | ther they might. be done, I rather choſe to forbear, 
- becaule the lawfulneſs of my forbearance was unquetiio- 
nable, 
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"a8 The Account of. 

.$. As IT have been careful to adviſe impartially with | ,@n 
my Conſcience before my Actions, ſo left either through Þ ox 
inadvertence, precipitancy, incogitancy or ſudden emer-} | 
gencies, I had committed any thing amiſs, either. in 
the nature or manner of the Action, Icommonly, Every 
Night, brought my a&ions of the day paſt, before the 
Tudicatory of my Conſcience, and, left her to a free and 
impartial cenſure of them 3 and what ſhe ſevtenced 
well done, I with humility returned the praiſe thereof 
to thy Name ; what ſhe fentenced done amiſe, I did 
humbly ſue unto thee for Pardon, and for Grace to pre 
vent me from the like miſcarriages. By this means I 
kept my Conſcience aftive, renewed, and preſerved my 
peace with thee, and learned Vigilance, and Caution for 
the time to come. | 

6, As touching thy great Works of Creation and 
Providence. 

7. I have not looked upon thy works inconfiderately 
and commonly, and paſſed them over as common 
and ordinary things, as men uſually do upon things of 
common and ordinary occurrence ; but I have ſearched 
into them as: things of great Eminence and Wonder, 
and have eſteemed it a great part of my duty that the 
wiſe God of Nature requires of the Children of men, 
who therefore expoſed theſe his Great Works to our 
view, and gave us Eyes to behold, and Reaſon in ſome 
meaſure to obſerve and underſtand them ; and there- 
fore I have ſtrictly obſerved the Frame of the World, 
the Motion, Order , and Divine Occonomy of them; 
I have ſearched into their Qualities, Cauſes, . and Ope- 
rations, and have diſcovered as great, if not greater, 
matter of admiration therein , than in the external 
beauty and proſpect, that at the firſt view they preſen- 
ted to my ſenſe, 

2, And this diſquiſition and obſervation , did not 
reſt only in the bare peruſal of the works themſelves, or 
their immediate natural Cauſes, upon which they de- 
pended ; 


TY 
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we 3 but 1 traced their Being , Dependance, and 
Sovernment unto thee, the Firſt Cauſe, and by this pro- 
ſecution and tracing of things to their Original, I 


ras led up to a moſt demontirative conviction, That 
Tere is a God that is the Firſt cauſe of their Being, and 


= and in the contemplation of the admirable 
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{s of the works, mine eyes behold. their ſingular 
uty and Order, the admirable Ulcfulneſs, Conve- 
fience, and Adaptation of one thing to another 3 the 
Conltancy, Regularity, and Order of the Motion of the 
Heavens and Heavenly Bodies 3 the Mutual Subſervien- 
y of one thing to another, +the Order;and Uſcful 
oſition of the Elements, the Fertility of the Earth, the 
Variety of Beauty , and Uſefulneſs of the Creatures, 
their admirable Inftinas, the wonderful Fabrick of the 
Body of Man, the Admirableneſs and Uſefulneſs of his 
Faculties animal, and the fingular Adaptation of the 
ly Organs to thoſe faculties , the firong Powers of the 
N | Reaſonable Soul. In the contemplation of theſe, and 
of ſuch as theſe Varieties, I did to the everlaſting filen- 
xd cing of the Atheiſm,. that my own Corruptions were 
T, to nouriſh, conclude, That there is but One God, 
” t he is moſt Powerful,moſt Wiſe, Knowing all things, 
> | Governing all things, Supporting all things. Upon 
r | theſeconvidtions, 1 was ſirengthned in the Belief of thy 
© | Holy Word, which had fo great a congruity with theſe 
= | Truths, that the firift and due contemplation of thy 
, Creatures did ſodemontitratively evince. 

. .3- And upon theſe Convictions, I did learn the 
more to Honour , Reverence, and Admire Thee, and 
{| to Worſhip, Serve, and Obey Thee, to depend and 
reſt upon Thee, to walk Humbly, and Sincerely, and 
Awefully before Thee, as being preſent with me, 
and beholding me; to Love and Adore Thee as 
the Fountain of all Being and Good, When I look- 
ed upon the Glory and Uſefulneſs of the Sun, I ad- 
mired the God that made it, chalked out its —_— 
or 
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284 The Account of - 
for it, placed it in that due diſtance from the Earth 7-0 
for its nſe and conveniency. When I looked upon the 
Stars , thoſe huge and wonderful balls of light , pk 
*ced in that immenſe diſtance from the Inferior Bodigg, 5: 
and one from another, their Multitude and . Motion, TW 
admired the Wifdom and Power of that God, whok 
Hand ſpans the Heavens, and hath fixed every thing 
inits place. Nay, when I looked upon the poor little 
Herbs chat ariſe out of the Earth, the loweſt of Vegg 
tables, and * conſidered the ſecret ſpark of life that is in 
it, that Attracts, Increaſeth, Groweth, Seminateth, Pre 
ſerves it ſelf and its kinds; the various virtues that 
are in them for the Food, Medicine, and Delight of 
more perfe& Creatures, my Mind was carried up tg 
the Admiration, and Adoration, and Praiſe of that God: 
whoſe Wiſdom , Power and Influence, and Govern 
ment is ſeen in theſe little , ſmall Foot-ſteps 'of his 
Goodneſs; ſo that take all the wiſeſt, ableſt, moſt 
powerful and knowing men under Heaven, they can- 
not equal 'that Power and Wiſdom of thine, that is 7 
ſeen in a blade of graſs ; nor ſo much as trace out, or | 
clearly or diſtintly decypher the great Varieties in the 
production, growth, and proceſs of its ſhort, yet won- 
derful continuance; inſomuch that there is ſcarce any 
thing that we converſe withal, but yieldeth me Inſcrip- 
tions of the Power and Wiſdom of their Maker written 
upon them. | 
4. In the contemplation of thy. great works of the 
Heavens, thoſe goodly, beautiful, and numerous Bo- 
dies ſo full of Glory and Light, I ever refleed upon 
my felf with Davids meditation, Lord, what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the _ Son of Man that thou re- 
gardeſt him | It is true, Man in himſelf conſidered, is a 
Creature full of wonder; but compared with theſe good- 
Iy Creatures, he is but an mconſiderable thing. I learnt 
by thy Creatures to be humble, and adore thy conde- 
{ccnfion 
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zenfion, thatart pleaſed from Heaven, the dwelling place 


J he phy Majcfty and Glory, to take care of ſuch a worm as 


Yan, Sinful man. 
"$5. In the contemplation of thy Power and Wiſdom 


in Creating and Governing the World, I have learned 


Fubmiſſion to thy Will, as being the will of the ſame 


Wife God, that by his Wiſdom hath Created 
ad Governs all things, and therefore his Will, a' moſt 
wiſe, perfect Will. I have learned to depend upon 
thy Providence , who _ I am but a Worm, in 
ompariſon* of thy Heavenly works, yet I am an Ex- 
allent and Eminent Creature, in compariſon of the 
Ravens and the graſs of the Fields ; yet thoſe he feeds, 
and theſe he Bn” 4 and ſhall he not much more cloath 
and feed me? Thus I have in ſome meaſure improved 
the Talents of thy works, thereby to tind and trace out 
thy Majeſty, thy Power, Wiſdom, and —_— and 
wy own Duty. 


7. Touching thy more Special Providences toward the 
Children of Men. 


I. As by the Works of Nature, I have learned what 
thou art, and ſomething of my Duty thereupon to 
thee 3 ſo by thy Providence towards the Children of 
Men I have in ſome meaſure learned the ſame, and a 
farther leſſon, viz- What thy Will is; for thou haſt not 
kft thy ſelf without a witneſs thereof to a meer natu- 
ml man, obſerving thy Providence towards the Chil- 
dren of men. I have obſerved ſome men of eminent 
Juſtice and Uprightneſs of Life, Purity and SanQimo- 
ny, Temperance and Sobriety, Mercy and Gentleneſs, 
Patience and. Forbearance, Bounty and Liberality : and 
I have obſerved them to be very Happy-men, and blc{- 
ſed in what was moſt defired by them. It may be they 


were Rich and Great; but if they were not, it was be- 
| cauſe 
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286 © The Account of "RM 
cauſe Riches and Greatneſs was not the thing they m 
valued, perchance it might have been a burden to they 
to be ſuch; but I have always obſerved them to 
Happy in what they moſt defired and valued ; thy 
had Serenity and Quietneſs of Mind : If they war: 
not Rich , yet they. were viſibly Happy in their 'Con-Þ ton 
tentedneſs; and if they were not Great, yet they we thy 
apparently Honourable in the eſteem and value of-s 
thers ; nay, if they were under external Loffes, Cr. 1 
ſes, Reproaches, yet in the midſt thereof, it was mot x 
apparent to all men, they enjoyed that which they mor to | 
valued, a moſt compoſed, chearful, patient, contented | ful 
Soul; and this hath been apparently as viſible to al Fj - -1 
Spectators, as if they had enjoyed a full Confluencedf fing 
external Happineſs, and very many times , unleſs upon by 
eminent and viſible Reaſons, before the end of ther Yer 
days , they thad ſignal Returns of Eternal Enjoyment | wo 
I have obſerved Men of notorious and wicked Live, Þ adv 
Traytors , Murxderers , Oppreflors , Adulterers , Cove} dez 
nant-breakers, and other Villanies, ſecured by eminent} for 
Power , Policy, or Secrecy 3 yet by wonderful Prov - | 
dence that Power broken, that Policy diſappointed, that Y Ulf 
Secrecy diſcovered, and eminent Judgments anſwerable Po 
to their eminent Demerits, have overtaken them. '1} hac 
have ſeen and obſerved both in my felt and others iÞ ty 
our Sins and Offences ſo ſuitably and proportionabh | anc 
anſwered with Puniſhments, that though they ſeem to | cor 
be produced by firange and moſt caſual ConjunQures | thy 
yet fo exactly conformable to the nature, quality, and F'an« 
degree of the Offence, that they carried in them -the | to 
very Effigies of the Sins, and made it legible in the Pu- F an« 
niſhment, Sic ille manus, fic ora gerebat. And from thele & or 
Obſervations I found that thoſe Sins were diſplealing Þ pal 
to thee; that thou were molt Wiſe to diſcover, and | _ 
moſt Juſt and Powerful to punilh them z and id Ian, 
thereupon conclude , Verily there is a Reward mY 
Righe 
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| The Good Steward. 287 : 
\Righteons, verily be js a God that Judgeth in the Earth. | 
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= 8. Concerning my Speech. 


\ I havealways been careful that I offend not with my 
tongue 3 my Words have been Few, unleſs neceſſity or 
thy Honour required more ſpeech than ordinary 3 my 
words have been True , repreſenting things as they 
werez and Sincere, bearing conformity to my heart 
and mind ; my words have been Seaſonable , ſuitable 
to the occaſion, ' and ſeaſoned - with grace and uſe- 
© 'I have eſteemed my Words, though tranſient and paſ- 
fing away, yet treaſured up in thy remembrance z, for 
by my words I ſhall be juſtified, by my words con- 
demned ; and therefore I have refle&ed often upon my 
words ; and when I have found any thing, through in- 
advertency, or paſſion, hath paſſed from me, 1 have en- 
<q to reform it, and humbled my {elf before thee 
rit. P 
- I have <fteemed it the moſt natural and exceellent 
Uſe of my Tongue, to ſet forth thy Glory, Goodneſs, 
Power, Wiſdom and Truth; to inftrutt others as I 
had opportunity, in the knowledge of thee, in their du- 
ty to thee, to themſelves, and others z to reprove Vice 
and Sin; to encourage Vertue and good living; to 
convince Errors ; to maintain the Truth ; to call upon 
thy Name, and by vocal Prayers to ſanQtifie my tongue, 
'and to fix my thoughts to the duty about which I was ; 
to perſuade to Peace, and Charity, and Good Works 3 
and in theſe Imployments 1 endeavoured to wind up my 
tongue to the higheſt degree of Elocution, that I wag ca- 
ng | pable of. Bo 
nd I have often contemplated thy wonderful Wiſdom 
- and Goodneſs to the Children of men, in giving them 
: | T not 


"The Acominref* 


not anly Reaſon and Underſtanding, but that admi 
ble faculty of Speech, whereby one man might commus 


-nicate his. mind, and thoughts, and wants, and deſire} n 


and'counſels, and aſſiſtance to others, the great engine 


upholding of mutual Society, and without which our F en 
Reaſon and Underſtanding were impriſoned, within otit. 


ſelves, -and <onfuſion would cnſuc, as once it did at the 
confufion- of tongues, by the moft Wiſe to 
molt excellent Ends. 

"In ſum, 1 have looked. upor this amongſt the mail 
other' conveniencies I enjoy, as a treaſure committed. i 
my traſt for my Maſter's uſe. I have accordingly imple 
ed it — ſcemly, and humbly, as thy gift, hy 
my own acqu 


* 
rv I; 


9. Touebin my Time of Life.” . 


Firſt , I have duly conſidered what it is, and fo 
what end thou gaveſt it me ; that it is buta ſhort time, | 
and the minutes that are paſſed, and the opportunities 
- in them, are Irrevocably and irrecoverably lolt, that all 
| the Wealth of the World. cannot redeem it; that the 
time that is before me, is uncertain :- when Ilook upon 
an Hour-glaſs, or the ſhadow of a Dyal, I can gueſs' 
that here is half an hour, or a quarter, or more or lel 
to come 3 but I cannot gueſs what proportion of time 
remains in the Hour-glaſs of my lite 3 only 1 know it 
is ſhort, but I know not how ſhort it is, whether a. year; 
or @ week, or. a day, or an hour, and yet upon this 
little uncertain portion of time, and the due uſe ot it, 
depends my everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery. ' It is my' 
Seeds-time, and if I-ſow not my Seed here, it is too, 
late to think of that Husbandry' after death ; and if 1 
ſow, and' ſow not good Sced, my crop will be there- 
after” in that other World that , immediately expects 


upon the flue of this ; and I have a thouſand diverli-” 
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a that Y me of iuch, of this lietle portion, of time, 
- rields me no-accompt-in: order to my [ow Concern: 
; when I caſt out ftom the of .my.time the 
| op 7" ogg y Childhood and Youth, the, hours 
in ſleeping, nk and drinking, Recreations, Tras 
s, and other things that carry po Sin in them; there: re- 
ins but @ ſmall portion of a ſhort life for Concer rh 
ne of everlaſting impprtance ; a great buſineſs: to. 
of gxcat difficult and impediments in the doing, of i it, 
bur 4 lr poryidn of alma, of a ſhort and uncertain 
todoitins et this life of mine was by. thee 
not to be Rd and ſquandred away, cither inSir 
eneſs 3 not to gain Riches, Honour, or Repregrions 
when Sickneſs comes, theſe will appeat itifipid and vait3 
35; and when Death comes, they will be —_ uſe» 
; but it was for a higher-end; ws; a time to trade for 
i mol valuable Jewel of Eternal Happineſs/3 a time to 
xy ſuch Seed as might yield a Crop of Bleſſedneſs in 
enext World; 2 time to ſecure a Title to an Everlaſts 
a aiincs ſuch a.time, as if once loſk, the .oppors 
y is loſt for ever;, loft irxecoverably ; for the: Night 
wherein no man'can work: For there'is no works, 
oe devic nor knowledge, nor wiſdom i in the Grave whither: thok 
i #, Eecel 9110. 
And upon this conſideration of the reat end:of my 
; | the great: importance of the bulinels. that; is; to be 
ein itz the brevity, and great uncertainty of this life, 
dhe utter: impolſibility x death, to redeem the. ne- 
Q of the.proper and important buſineſs of my life, 1 
wwe endeavoured to husband this ſhort, uncertain, impor- 
| wo aref as I can, TN 
fl, Is pn cared a care SOTY Sinful Eneployments, w at 
pp nc Bo weſtech m7, rs alent, and contraG a farther 
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me; wag me in arrears for the. time miſpent, 
guilt pontracted, | | | 
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26) ſrerithy Lenſe, Tal my: Candle to 


wh, . Bys avoi 
pong bm Sleep, Cong Ingo of Fas LY 


ry +, unheceſſary Recreations, curious and 1 mperti«}. 
nent” Studies and Inquiries, that when attained, ſerve t of -. 
; no purpoſe. S T be. 


4. By applying, direQing ad orderin even my St 
Humaiie Lear b 


+4 
gp! 


ning, Hiſtories,: Natural - or 'Moral Phi lov S 


phy, Mathematitks, Languages, Laws, to/an end be ony : 'þ 
them(dlves, viz. thereby to enable me to-underſtand, : .F 
obſerve thy. excellent Wiſdom and Power, to maintaina i > 
uphold'thy Cauſe againſt-Atheiſm, Idolatry; and'Erroig ke Caf 
to fit me tor ſerving of Thee and my Cougnyl in ms! sf Na 
tion wherein I live. -'- - 1Y & 
- 5. By exerciſing myſelf in; the very buſi neſs of my | 
ling, as an Act of Pay and Obedience to thee, L x 
thoſe Virtues of - Chriliatity that'might be honoura lei | & Par 
thy Name; of good Exatnple to others, of i improve eu «i 
of Grace unto my ſelf; wling in it Diligence: without wr 
Anxicty;, i gre upon thee without Preſumpriony Y Th, 
Contentedneſs, Patience, Thankfulneſs, Honeſty, Juſtic, Y + 


Uprigiitneſs, Plain-dealing, Liberality; and'by-this meals 


tranſlated my Secular Employment into-an eenly 'S8 
Chriſtian Duty, ſcrving' thee whilt I ſerved-my ſelf, and Þ wha 
converting'that very Eniployment' and! the Time: ſpent 
therein, to the Uſe, Honour and Advantage of my Lot 
and Maſter, the good Example of others, and the incr 
.of my ſpiritual Advantage, as well as my Temporal. --= 
6, ByReligiouſly —__ thoſe Times that have been -5j;;} 
ſet apart to Religions Duties, elpecially the-Lord's Day, "ot, Cr” 
mingling with it ſecular” Thoughts or Employments, 'but $3 
with much attention, ſiriQneſs and care; laying hold upon 
thoſe times and opporturiities, and carefully applying them 
ſingly to the proper buſineſs of the Times. - 
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5. By dedicating and Ritting; apart fame portion a—_ 
Þ time Heer an ain bf condi L have cont» 

| fk and peretniptozilybbſerved;!*Whatever occaſion in- 

s I poſed; or Snegy perſwadedthe contrary: t 7 
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wilt the Great and One 


_T gteacWorks 

z- upon thy Goodack nd Excellen- 

ny, mths Word 3: calling .uponi:thy 
& 1 Name; uptians ;;:exerciling thy Gra 
73 as; og (df: for (my iSims;3 xcturoingabanks 
 Þr. thy! Mecrics 5 Qpdlyinſ, theimyſicry of God manifeſt 
LY mthe Fleſb4; firivigg: to bring wy fell. conformable tomy 
ftern, and . have hin fore. i my. Heart;avd his Life 
þ mine ; crucſying my ſelf to the world, and the world 


| 41 { 5: icing mp ee forD It; forDeach,Judgment and: Eternity. 


| _ be Emplymny Fr hecmer os _ 
ory, the þoſt bf:-my ſpent-/time, becauſe they will 

4 7 I 1 OVETO) with aqwantege ifito(! thedife to 'comeg and - 

% 3 Serefore this) Lxecfioned) my bbulviels,! and accordingly T 

id Þ had cit; othds:moasters; thatonly: (tree for the/Meridian 

E this life, T'uſed either barely for neceſſity of my preſent 

Uubſiſtence, or as a Divertiſement, and ſparingly, or in or- 

ne 7 &r to thoſe gratings; : Thoſe were the orig JQueſe 

208 #n the pangedt Ops 1990.77! Lil 1-4 

| MI j 114 £ 20? cc 

«ay \ Tag thy Ceaturtn the Uſe of them, _- the 

"1 : F aminton over tens, : 4: 125 al 11: 
* 5-01 L3+018 3:3; 

m ba. Luve iectried them as: thine - þ thou 

+ F laſt committed unto-me the Mie, and-a ſubordinate Nos 


7 P minion 


By 


nn - he Recoun yrs i I. 
minion over them 3 yet I ever eſteemed" my ſelf _” : 


comptant to Thee for them;atdthereforo:Lhiave reccived | ® 


them-with Thankfulneſs amto'Fhee,:the'\great;Lord' both || * 


| of chem-and me:*" Wherehe'Edrth/yirldedh e's goof: 4 


Crop of Corn or othevFraits4; when: Flocks increaſed] Bo 
when my honeſt Labours brought me in a plentiful or cons 
venient ſupply, I looked:up» to'Thes as\the Giver, to. thy Þ x; 
Providence -and: Bleſhngsy as: thei Ovigina}of' all-my in 
creaſe; did:not favritite tomy o1 t/or-Induſtry,q 
Prudence. but 1 received.allas ent cenone wp bou 
Returns of - thy liberal Hand; 1 logked upon every grain | * 
of Com that 1 ſowed,/as buried and:lofunleſs'thy pou ; 
quickned and: revived-ity/ I eſteemed the-beſtprod 
would have been-but: Stalk: and: Strave, «naftls thou xn ew L 
increafed-it, : -I-eſteemetl yny own hand::and mduſity but 
impotent, unleſs thou hadſ{t bleſſed it; for it is thy bletſing i 
that maketh rich, and itis; thou that give. amp; 
weilth, Prov. 10s 22; Dedzy. Be 1 Beit! vg 7 bire .rrr 1188 
wr $303 15: vo vor iu 2 N 


2: I eſteemed it wy Duty to.makd'v/wrugn of. this of 


Acknowledgment; byi giving the, cyibureibf my increaſe It 
the neva ons thy. Minifſers; arid [the relicf of” the ts 

Poor 3 and 1 efteethed/thePractivernjoinedneo thy ancien | ©. 
; People of giving che! Tenth of:theirdcecdſe;, a ſu 


not only Warrant; butInflruction ern ro the Goſ| ip 


ro do tlie _ ah i701 Fw «} 297115 f,5, P 
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"9-1 liavenot only looked upon \dy Mefings and Bouw 'F 


ty, in lending me thy own Creatures for my. uſe, but I} 


have ſought unto thee for a Blefling upon them in my uſe Þ 5; 
of them, 1 did very welt obſerve, that'there is by mp} ny 
Sin a Curſe in the very'Creatures thatl receive, unlcis thy ae 
Bleſſing fetch it out ; an Emptineſs in them ,, unleſs 4 Fen 
Goodneſs till them: thought ſhouldeft give meQualb By. 
- and. Manna from Heaven, yer without:thy Bleihng wn F 
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$ a Gaia” 293: 
them; they wanld _hecorte; gortenneſs and. patrefaRion;to 
pe 4- and] rHioeer beg. thy;blethog upon; thx 
bletfings; as yelhas the bleſbngs themſelves; and. attribu- 
wd.che good: I found or was, WIRE Bem% > che 
ime hand-that gave-them. 5.7 1, > 
£44» 1 received: oo uſed thy Gre Uxes: 2s bens to 
'me-under a Truſt, ard as 2 Steward: and Accomprant for 
then ;/and therefore I, was always -carefol to.uſe them 
according to thoſe Limits, and jn;rder for thoſe Eads fos 
which. thou did&;commir them,to,pe., .z. With Temy c+ 
| and Moderation.Ldid;notuſc thy-Creatures to Luxu- 
giand Exceſs, to make. proviliog-far 'my Luſis. with vaio 
or Oſtencation, but,for the; convenient ſupport of 
ſe Exigencies of; my nature and condition. 3 ard--if -at 
time thy Goodneſs did indulge me:an uſe of them for 
ighe, as well as:ncceflity; 1:did it but rarely and watch- 
fully. -I looked noe upon the Wine-when it gave its colour 
the Cup, nar gave-my.ſelf over either to Exceſs or Cu- 
nolity in- meats-or drinks x I.checked my {clf therein, ag 
ing in thy preſence; and Mill remembred 1 had thy Crea- 
ares under an; account z and was-ever carcful'to avoid 
Kxceſs. or. Intemperance; becauſe every excelhive Cup. or 
Meal: was in'danger1to leave, me fomewhat in ſuper and ar- 
Far to my Loxd;; 12; With! mercy and «compaition. to the 
 Ereatures themſelves which thou bak put under my power 
and diſpoſal, When I conſidered the admirable powers of 
and Senſe, which Law in the Birds and Beaſts, and 
all the Men/inthe Woyld could nor give the like Bcing 
any thing, nor-xeſfiore;; that Life - and Senſe which 45 
mce taken from them; \hen, conſidered how innocent- 
: as harmleſly. the. Fowls and the Fiſh, and tbe Sheep 
d Qxcn take their Food, that-thou the Lord' of all-hat 
1 os hays, beg apt to think .that- ſarely: thou 
SIE of Food. to'iMan, 


ARBEMESORENEL EMSES. 
tt. C $\ i Q - 54 {X 7 > 4 bog _ 2 * 04. 15-7 ad I 


4 
HY 

: 

4 
SF; 


1.4 k 
S 


Las 
K 


B 


8 BASS S 


p Bens 2. oa, Seo ro Re NT. YO Tn 2 © 0+ 3708. 44 pe 9 TORT = {AKC 7 $2 4 SAX 227 
Car. SES ber TN WIRES 3. et, * : s 0" | ' WY,” a EL wx We, 
* > I 25-2 5 IS - « . ” - 
the EIS + & : KW : >* ; - - E 
i: | 
tr A - # 
| Med Dp" veonnt _ 
S . yy : N 
_— ,Q 4 , 2. a 
| $ar8Þ14 y won ary 
All > a ot nkonl..- »h.to 
of 6 


- 


'þ 
phroup the Lives Jens dos the ood of t 
y thy expreſs Cormmilſivh, BN OG "ANN", lahd' ever 


think that there was 8 Ju dne from mati, even to thi | 


fible Crebtaves,” that ald yo 'themf paringly,/f 


Necttity, and not: for Patight 5 or if for Deligh ral [ 


for Luxury. 'Þ Have Bec apt'to think; Thar! 
were any. on roger We'df 'Creatittes for! deli 


ricty-it ſhould be of F Fils; 6x 6s ſis 'wetchi Deſicacits: *I> 


mipht be-had without 
be, this very Conſiderttion Math made mie very ſpari 
and arm not vainly-6t fuperflaowfly; or tmnecefl] 
odigalty, to' takeaway the life 'of' thy Creatures 
Feaſting 
hath rays gone alorig/with 16! +fevence tb he Tabokiy 


of thy Creaturey.  V\Have" ever thought that there was'4 ; 


159 of $fe; 'but however 4 a 


ahd*Exceſ3!"' And the very ſame Confideraria | + 


certain degree of Juſtiee due from: Man-to'the Creaturg, E T 


as from Man'to Man; and: that an exceſſive; immoder: 
viiſeaſonable uſe -of- the Greatures'labour,/is ar; Injuſtic 


their cbnivenient Food-; "to exact chattkbour From t 
that they are not able'ty- perform 5"to-uſe Extremity 


tor which'he- muſt-aceompt; to deny'dvineſtical = ; | | 
Crutlty towards- a_—_ on breach-6f thar' Truſt ' 


which'the Donkey \the Creatures was committed: 


us; arida. breach 6f that c& that is due from, men | i 


them ' and therefore Fave ok 4 oope—rhnbogt if as part 
541243 711 21: "may Date 6nd 1 [lays 


-proo: 42; 10." ice'ts mebeifu Beni znnk. rs © 


{ ſame account” I have ever eſteemed 'it'a 


breih of Trafhnd tivrb aecdrdingly dedlinsd-any Grit: (ot 


'lty'to any 'of thy' Oveitutes, and, \a5 ruth: /as I might, 


prevenited it) $170thers, as a Tyranty=ikonfitenc' with £ V 


ns and Stewat hip: -thife how halt cbitimicted to | #0 


my ON have WBackyy Hoſe" Spotrs' that” conlift "in Is. d 3 
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yan be ou wn or: 9a for Food' muſt be 

it hath-been-my practice to. do it in that manner, 
i may bewith the leaſt torture;or cruelty to the Crea- 
; --# 1 have: ill thought /it- an unlawful thing to 


[* Teftroy. thoſe Creatures for Recreation-ſake, that either 


-not hurtful when they lived, or ate not profitable 
n-they are killed ; ever remembring, that thou haſt 
us a Dominion- over thy Creatures yet it is-under 


EF E aw of : Juſtice, Prudence and Moderation, otherwiſe we 
Should become Tyrants , not Lords over thy Creatures : 


therefore thoſe things of this nature; that others have 
aiſed asRecreations, I have avoided as Sins. 


i 
"op Art 
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py” ig 


4 


"ds to thoſe Habits 'of Mind ' and Knowledge that I have 
bad or acquired; and namely, 


"x. My Learning of Natural Cauſes and. Efrte, ale 


* 
Is _ 
.& _- 


Arts and ScIences. 


4 /T have not eſteemed them the chiefeſ or beſt Ganifure 


F my mind, but have accompted them but droſs in come 
ion of the knowledge of thee and-thy Chriſt, and him 


| itied. In the acquizing of them, I have always ob- 


red _ ih adiont _- 
ET. That I might'not too. y ſow my time 
on them, to the prejudice of that time and; pains for 
e acquiring of more. excellent knowledge, and the 


£5 acer concernments of my Everlaſting 


= Icarricd along _ on in all my ſtudics of-this na- 
e, this great defi improving them, and the know- 
ge acquired by them wn the:-honoux of. thy Name, and 
greater diſcovery of - thy Wiſdom, Power, and Truth, 
u>ge tranſlated my: fecular Learning into: an: improve- 
nt of divine nt ir GL 


% 


Es Þ 


"\ rhe dine if 
Qiſed that defign in of Humane: zir 
had play ect ay ec: 
it unworthy of 2 Man that had an. pricom; carry 
furniſh it -only with ſuch Learning, -as either 1 £ 
with his Body, -and ſo:become anuſcful for his Ever 


n- p 
3, ever.choug | 
| * $3 %Y 


ing State z or-that in the next rhoment aſter death, woull 1 > 


be attained without labour or toil in this life ; you's 1 a | Vs 


advantage I mage and found in my Application to. le 
ſtudies. : 

1. It inlarged and habituated my mind for more 
_ ful inquiries. 


2. It carried me up'in a Sreat meaſirs to the ſou i 


and grounded knowledg of thee , the Firſt Cauſe of ki ig] 


things. 
3--It-kept me from idlene(s and ruſt. 


4» It kept my thoughts and life oftentimes, from 


ternptations to worſe imployments. 

My and Knowledg did not heighten my ol 
nion of my ſel, parts, or abilites: 3 but the more 1 knewy 
the more Humble 1 Was. 


I. I found it was thy Strength and Bleſſing that enx 


bled meto ity: that gaye me underſtanding, andenlar as i 


it, _ I did look upon: ie as a vive lent me, not truly. 
quired by me. .. 


2, The more 1 knew, the moxe knew. my own K: | ; Le 


ET I found: my. ſelf convinced, that there was att 
ignorance in what-I thought I knew:3 my knowledg was 


but itnperſeQ; and-defettive; and I found an infinite la» Nia 


titude of things which knew not ; the farther] waded 
into knowledg,, the. deeper dill I found itz-and jt was 


with me, juſt at it is with  Ghild that thinks that-if he, b, | 
could :but;come. to. ſauch-a. Field ;; he. ſhould be able $0. F* 


touch the Hemiſphere of the Heavens .but when he comes 
he: findsiit as far off as/ it was before.' Thus while. 


qhicher, 
- jy mind. purſucd knowledg, I fonndche object fill as tar 
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& wropaſs of 2 moſt confined. and. inconſiderable Subje&. 


-as my very knowledg taught me Humility -in the 
@ of my own Ignorance, fo it taught. me that my 


% derftanding* was of finite and limited power, that 
"fakes in things by little and lt, and gradually. 2. That 


\y Wiſdom is unſearchable, a nd paſt finding out. 3. That 
vw Works, -which are but finite in themſelves, and ne- 


þ eifarily ſhort of that infioite Wiſdom bygghich they are 


*contrn\ 3» Are yet ſo wonderful, that the Wiſe man 
fai No man can, find out the Work, that thou madeſt from 
to the end, Eccleſ. 3.11. If a man. would 
d his whole life in the ſtudy of a poor Fly, there 
*wonld be ſuch a confluence of ſo many wonderful and 
lifficult Exhibits in-it, that ic would fill leaye much 
NC ore undiſcoyered than the moſt ſingulax Wit ever yet 
Ls ; 3 Ic'taught me alſo with the Wiſe man, to. write Va- 
brw Vexation upon all my ſecular Knowledg and 
F Fecleſc 1. 14. That little that I know, was 
NC ni without much Labour, nor yet free Po 
much Uucertainity 3 -and the great refiduxys which I knew 
No Ee that I knew poor —_— inconſiderable z and 
ore, 

-4- I did moſt enlduals conclude, that the Happi- 
eſs and Perfection of my intellectual Power, "was not to 
found in this kind of Knowledg ;, in. a Knowledg 
ſenſibly mingled with Ignorance in the things it 

r v. _ Tomy 1 a rr gout 

JEIPEC: | t : W. not ; | y vat 
lifh ally in_atjaining, and reſtleſnels when Megjned 3 
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apable 'of GtisfaQion by what-it enjoy Ji 
eu; ' Appetite" or | defire was, or cov = 


of my Underſtanding with nowledge, did 'but'enlarge- | i 
and amplifie the defire and Appetite T Had 'to know 3 id. 
that what ob's -return was upon his inquiſition fi 
Wiſdom, Job 28. .14. The depth ſaith, It is not 'in me 
and the Sea faith, It is not in me © the ſame account all my 
ſeveral Boxelſbr kinds of knowledge gave me, - when 
F enquired for” fatistaQtion in them : My abſira@ and. 
choice -fpecuflations in the Metaphyſicky were of that abs 
ſtrat” and comprehenſive nature, that when 1 had per- 
uſed great Volumes of it, and intended my mind'cloſe 
toit, Nt it was. ſo Mercurial, that I could hardly hold | 
| it 3 and yet fo extenſive and endleGs, that the -more'I 
read or Uiaphe of 'it, the more I might. Natural Phi- | 
loſaphy ( though it were more tractible, becauſe holding. 
greater vicinity to Sence and Experiment, yet- )1 found 
falf of uticertainty /, wer it <p 0aren upon 2 
magi Suppoſitions, le to be experimented, I} . 
rr; rt Philoſophers cenſuring the former, and d& }} 
parting, from "them, and' the latter 'deſpiſing 'and reje+ F_ 
Qing both :' the ' Subje& as vaſt as the vitible or tang - 
ble Univerſe, and yet every individual ſo complicated; 
that 'if all 'the reſt were omitted, any one had more lines || va 
conicentr&d in it, than were poſlible for any 'one x \ fir 
eo fift tb the bottom 3 yet any one loſt,' or not ex 4: 
wr wr all the reſt/ Gn preg pn and Pontoon 
Ben, ch {quiffrion concerning _ of | the 
or e 'Eye = : the Nerves," mage Blood, hat perplexed 
| exa& Scrutators.”'” Thoſe more! dry, yet 
more 
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53 gore demonſtrable Cbndluſions in' the Mathematidhy', yet © 

8} they are endleſs and perplexed. ' Thi proportion of Lines 

+ Lines, of Superticics to Superficiesz' Bodies 'to' Bodies, 

i Numbers to-Numbers; nay, to leave'the whole Latitude 

1, ofthe SabjeRt, ſee what long and intricate, and unfatif- 

L Gactoryipains men have taken 'about' ſome © one particular 

CY $bjet, the Quadrature of the Circle, Conical, Oval, 

3 andSpiral Lincs; and'yet if it could'be'attained' 'in- the 
b” . perfection of 'it; yet theſe three Unhappineſles artend it. 

#4; That it-is but of little Uſe ;/ it is only known: that 

& it tnay be known: That which is of ordinary uſe either 

F- it Architcure, meaſuring of Bodies, and Superficits; Me- 

thanicks, buſineſs of Accompts, 2nd-the like, is ſoon! at- 

Y tained; and by ordinary Capacities; the teft are but tu- 
rious Irtpertirients, in'reſpe& of Uſe and Application. ' 
+2, That they ſerve only for the Meridian 'of this life, 
and of corporal Converſe ; a ſeparated'Soul, of a'ſpith 
tualiz'd Body will not be concerned in the uſe and em- 
ployment of them. SELL T0109; k54 
© 3. But admit they ſhould, yet doubtleſs a greater mea- 

ſure of ſuch knowledge will be attained in one hour after 

our difſolution, than the toilſom expence of an Age in 
this life would produce. And the like may be {Wid+for 

BY dffronomical Diſquifitions, What ' deal 'of do there is 

; ching the motion' br confiftency of the Sun or Earth 3 

Me quality and habitableneſs of the Moon ; the matter, 

F quanitity, and Uiſtance'of the Stars ; the ſeveral Politions, - 

Eontinuity; Contiguity, and Motion of the Heavens; the 

various Influences of the heavenly Bodies in their Oppo« 

F fitions; Conjundtions, AſpeRts ? Whery once the Trattortal 

4 Sout hath flown through the ſtories &f the Heavens,it one 

I; |} moment all theſe will be known diftinaly; ckatly;/and 

widently, which Here are nothing bur* Conjedttires Arte 

Opinions, gained by long Reading or Obſervation; - is 

8 -' us / po * 
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ſuitable _ 


17. 3+. A Knowledg that is uſcful for the acquiring 
of Happicl here and hereafter; a knowledg of a in 
| daele hag though infinitely comprehenſive, yet but one ; 

wledg, that thou hi it till move farther, yet it (ati 
fies in what is acquired, and doth not diſquiet in attainin 
more3.a know! that i is of ſuch Uſe in the World hy. 
is. koggme, as it is here.z a knowledg, that the more it is 
improved in this Life, the more it is improved in thay 
which is to Come z every grain of it Ns, is inlarged to. 
a vaſt proportion hereafter; a knowledg that is acquired _ 
even with a conſent, a defixe to know, becauſe thy good. &} . of 
neſs pleaſeth to fill ſych a Jeſire, co inſiru& from the {el d 
ty 
m 
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apd thexe i is none teacheth like Thee. 


I2, Concerning Humane Prudence , and Undeſtanding. 
61 in Aﬀairs, and Dexterity in the ma- ; 
naging of them. 'L th 

- I have been always careful to mingle Juſtice Me > bh 
Honeſty with my Prugence 3 : and have always elicem- ad 
"Mm 

'@r 


SS, = 
ar 


ed Prudence, ated by Injuſtice and Falſity, the arrane 
teſt-and moſt deyiliſh practice in the World becauſe 
it proſtitutes thy gift ta the ſexvice of Hell, and mins . 
gles a Beam of thy Diving Excellency with an extracti- 
on. of the Devil's furniſhing, making a. man ſo much 
the worſe by how much he is wiſer than..others.,. I 
always thought that Wiſdom , which in a Tradef- 
man, and in a Politician, was mingled with Dececit, Fal- 
ler and Injuſtice,; deſerved the ſame name : only the |}. 
(ter is. ſo. mnch the worle, hecayſe 1t was of the mots n 
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ja ing tos ED rat AE ens ro miſe) 
"Policy; 1 have; as-much as ner ſach tempta- 
s, and ifT have met with them, Thave jevivedy re Te 


Y e __ 

WE: obſerved » that honeſty and plain 
g in miply , as" well publick as private, 
be beſt. and Gandet Prudence and Policy ; and Gd 
-monly at the long. run over-matcheth 
"Craft and Subtilty: for the Deceived-and Job I2. 19. 
*Deceiver are thine, and thou art privy 

to the Subtilty of the one, and the Simplicity of the 
'Bther ; and as thou, the great Moderator and Obſerver 


| wary daft diſpence ſucceſs and diſappointments accor- oe | 


Humane Prudence is abuſed, if m_—__ with Falls 
I and: Deccit, t the end be never ſo good : io itis | 
much more Fmbaſed. if directed to a End, tothe -. 
diſhonour of thy Narne, the oppreſſion of thy People, » 

the corrupting of thy Worſhip 'r Truth, or to exe. * 2 

:cute any Injuſtice towards atyy perſon. - It hath been mi 

"care, as not to erre/in the manner, ſo neitherin the 
of the exerciſing of thy Providence. I have ever eſtce- 

*med thy Prudence then beſt imployed, when' it was ex- 

*erciſed in the preſervation and ſupport of thy Truth,” in 
the upholding of thy faithful Miniſters, in coun 

"diſcovering and diſappointing the defigns of evil a 

{treacherous men, it delivering the Oppreſſed, in right- 

"ing the Injured, in prevention of Wats and Diſcords, 
preſerving the Publick- Peace, - and Tranquility of the 

:. where I live; in faithfuladvifing of my Prince* 

'and in all choſe Offices incumbent upon meby thy Prov 

b ce under every relation. i ' 

Ys roam _—d_ns moſt unqueſtionably _”_ Tore 
en 
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then-/ took moſt heed chit the Mews were Gurabl 
juſtifiable. - 1, Becauſe-:the berter the; End -was', 
more. eaſily -we-axe  cozencd 'into- the; Wſe/of ill -Mearg Y} © 
 to'efſet it 3 we-are toq apt-to/iſpence with our {4 wr | 2d 
In the/praftice of - what is amiſs; im:order to'theaccon WY 1 
pliſhing of an End that :is 31: We; are apt; ; Þ ak 
with great intention of mind we gaze upon the;:End Ws 
_ to care what-courſe we take, fo as we attainit, wd NS 
are apt to thirik that God will diſpence with, or atleal# {} bu 
oyer-look the miſcarriage: in our 'attempts', if the Ei | Ks 
be! good. - 2. Becauſe: many times, if)!not moſt times | 
ame and. Honour do more :ſuffet by att s 2: 
Me End by-ibad: Means, than by; attempting he oth's 
End, and alfo by bad means ;, for. bad Ends 
able to. bad means; "they are alike; and it-dot 
immediately; as. ſuch; concern thy. Honour 3 but very 
thing that is Good; hath ſomewhat of thee in it, thy 
Name and thy Nature; and thy- Honour is written/up- 
on: it'; -and the: blemiſh, that is/:caſt-;upon it, is: in ſome 
maaſure caſt - upon thee 3, and the Evil and Scandal.,' and 
Infamy and uglineſs, that; is in the;Means,/ is caſt upon'the 
- * End. and doth difparage and blemiſh it,,and conſequently 
itdiſbonours thee. Tp Rob for Burnt-offerings, and to Lye 
fox. God, is a greater diſſervice to thy. Majcliy, than to Bee ' 
for Rapin, or-to Lye for advantage. +: 1 
Whenſoever,.my . Prudence was. Succeſsful , duety. w 
attain.a good 'End,-I-ever gave - thy: yame the Glory, 
and. that- in -Sincerity,:, 1 /have:known ſome men; ( aud 
fa man willobſerye his own Heart, he will find:it there 
alſo;- ualeſs it-be; ſtrictly denied; ') that will give God 
the. Glory'.of the ſucceſs of a good enterpriſe, bur yet 
with: 2 kind of a ſecret: invitation of ſomewhat of rail 
for-th4roſelves; theit. prudence, conduct; and wiſdom 3 
and: will be glad+to- hear of it, and fcretly angry and 
diſcontented if they 'miſs itz and many times. give God 
ahe, Gloxy, withicakind jof.. oſtentation and yain- Glory 


393 

#-but Thaw | "Sup abe Gloxy of it; up+; 

Ac aunt of very: Judgment, ; that it. is. due, and. 

e/\ only: 1 do. that that Prudence that 
Fon from thee;....and;I do. knoy that it is, 
#-providential -ordexivg / of | qccurrences.. that makes, 
netbarlors facecfa, and, m_ i nk 

y ordering, oo Bo * timing, Ireating: , 

= 18 Kon. forming. &s+\.; than; ;there-is to that: 


* « amane:Counſel by-which: it -is acted, or Ems be. 


_y 


nd” Bo ZR ae. rem. A 8 * 


1 ; a et "= leaſt . whexcaf,, if not maxſhalled by thy: 


would: have ſhattexed and -broken, ;the- Counſa 
q 4 thouſand ieces; Thou givelt the advice by thy 


Wiſe om and fecondeſt ; it. / thy. ;Providence 3. thou, 
<qeal it by! us as we do by./pur Children when we ſet 


them-to:!life, up a heavy Raffi or a, weight, and we lite. 

with/therw4- and we. agaitare; too likeithoſe Children 

"that think we move. the weighs ROBINS MITE BO 
guinofit., 1444 $1] SS AGFRIE IE I | 
. jc + (14 WY 

| kgit Concerning the gif of Elocutin. 

; Sor 


have. ever uſed chat vife with Homdlays, not there-.. - 

SE applauſe to;wy; (elf, or. owning, it 3; becauſe. 

1 ide; arid: Oftentation, in this. gift would be. ſecret Ido- 

7 £0-my {QIf,; and. Sacriledge to thee, robbing, thee of 

wp lon), and., Cree Ggnally evo in n the 6X 
» T2347 11 | 


—— a. wg "My boos always 3 one 
my Tongue 3 and if I uſed intention of Speech up- 
any occaſion, it was upon an intention. of conviction 


Kay fs, of the Truth, neccidicy, uſcfulneſs, and m 
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ravations to ' make any or better than it I i 
deſerves, or could juſtifie a'man- in it: to proſtitute my i q 

| Elocution 'or Rhetorick in ſuch a wy; leverheldto 
molt baſely mercenary; and that it was below the work Þ # 
of a man,-much more of a Chriſtian, [rome eh When 
to me, I thought 


comviion fron he rings Jen " | £ 
con thec : he Y Ke 
Oppreſlions and Deceits: and-th | 
I was pt; Ucroterces thebounds ob ii 
- or due moderation, ever thought thile wa! Z 
the ſeaſonsfor which Gat Talenc was Woe ents _ i B 
cordingly | nſnonent it. 
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LY 't tngeena Looked u Hey Rolly bur as Wii 

I pea; eto yon wy Ba br ht 
+ for its own fake, as to be an Engine for'the '&x- 

kJ exciſe of my Soul, and a Cottage, whereiri din in-, 
q | hat and perfect it ſelf ; and upon! that reaſon T was 
; y careful to keep it uſefuF for that end ; and that as 
© the one ſide, by over-much' ſeverity or tyranny over 
8, I might not tire it ; ſo on thevther fide, by over- 

w #$ : pact or pleaſing it, might 'not wake it un- 
be Y fuly or chough I eld the latter far more dans 


bs 72. I cent and found that my Body was the 
Barbour of the moſt dangerous Temptations; and the 
E keeptacle of the moſt dangerous Enemies to my Soul. 
© greateſt , and moſt intimate, and moſt aſfiduous 
[emptations 'for the moſi part made their applications 
: d wy Body, and held correſpondence with the 'Lafts 
ne Inclinations of 'my Flefh and Blood'; the Wine , 
; ther it gave its colour in the Cup, and the pleaſant- 
6s of ic, variety and curiofity of Meats , beautiful 
d ficlhly Allurements , coſtly and exceſſive Apfaret ,” 
edence and Honour , Wealth and Power, Pur- 
ED —_— for the =_ b.. 
opportunities of revenging, ſenſe of In- 
s, Eaſe, Idleneſs and Delicacy ; efies and a thou- 
mo! made their lications and ' addreſſes to 


y was given to be inftrumental and ſabſcrvierit ur 
y Soul, was ready ftill __ off the Yoak,” w_ 
c 


$- 


3 "i Acepant "4 . 
t up for it (elf, an poltcnce & tops FOOT 
Serveat ch Bawd vlog porn are 2) | 
e and Vaſſ: that all Fas it4S Aivit 
m Power , was DL taken up in ering a 
king Br ron: fox: the Fleſh. - I found that, 
Senſial and Od a 4 Y | 
Rrenly, nod foie Intellectual part out..of, hex- Throne, and Y 77 
It, and to. invert the very order of Natures  » 
air; NE ee both. the parts of my Compoſition. wer 
diſordered , and out. of their place, and loſt their uk 
My.Body,, which was, given to ſerve and 0| xy 2 
the Empreſs, and corpmanded and ore 52 my Souls Jl. 
imbaled, and enſlaved, it to luſt and. d df © 
my Saul , which was. given to rule, became but by 2 
miniſter and flave of my Body, and was tainted and Y," 
eftaſculated by the empire and, dominion gf-m Body : 
and. the Juſts and fieams of Concupiſcence t - 
ariſe from it ; and I conlidered, that if the buſi neſs way | 
thus carried, my Happineſs was only in this Life, When 
Sickneſs, or Diſeaſcs, or Death ſhould ſcize upon my - 
Body, | had an immortal Soul, that. had loſt. hay 
time wholly i in this-World ;z and not only ſo, but was 
imbaſed, and putrified by theſe noiſome Luks 3 " and. tha | 
the very, contagion of my Body , was-igcorporated. awlh 
diffuſed through my . Soul, and c he po nothing |. 
with her but immortality and þ|- un =o hn "28 
defilement , and conſequently. could cape» 9 F''S | 
eternity., nothing but . vexation and '*Y £ 
. and. everlaſting Confuſion. Upon, all "theſe. Conk le- 
rations., I reſolved, and practiſed Severity over this | x 
unruly Beaſt , brought. my . Body. into fubjectiogs) 2 $f 
fuſed to gratify her intemperate them Ne. 
kept them in any Fr Yi Gor under diſcipline: por) becaul | . 
[ found that my. fleſhly Luſts grew petulant ; .impes 4. 
wh Soy. by: varicty. Eras fe and plenty of. 
, and by. Idlenefs, I Subdyed them by 
, moderate 
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ie y hatd Labour a Diz 
T | cd my Body to that YH 

i orde Fac becatfiefe, that it mipht'bein ſubjttion, an 
2 foe in dorninion'; \ might ne and not rple,. F Lenied 
.% is _ to' an' Hntemp HIre, a Wannto nh Eye, 4 

| books fire” "My Table w Garing to 
loaths plain,” ty Retinue'and th \ tendance 
WE ys I chaſed away my Luſt, with the Con- 

ee thei of the Preſence bf God, the end of Chriſt's 
$ gs, the certainty, yet ancertainty of Death, the 
Stare after death : and mingled all my Enjoymehts: and 
-Beſites with theft ſerious and cleanſing Contiderations : 
T peremprtorily refuſed to gratify t -F cravings of an 
tunate, inordinate,” ſenſual Appetite ; and did re- 
lex ther know, they, ſhould not, might not ex- 
7 better dealing from me, and my Prvce was 


=o nd by evident Experience, that it is the great- 
| cf dificutey that can be, for a Man in a good*condition 


t give” himſelf leave. to think it may be otherwiſe, 

re is 2 vanity that accompanies Health, that we can 

& perſwade our ſ{lves that we ſhall ever be ſick or 

-; We cannot put another eſtimate of our condicion 

x we' do at preſent injoy, eſpecially if. it be plea- 

g and' delightful. "To wean my (elf from this im- 

tency"of mind, alchongh it, hath pleaſed thee to give 

i ſtrong and healthy Conſtitution, yet I often . put 

= elf thto | the imagination and ſuppoſition of Sick- 

& thidughts of my Mortality, abſtracted my ſelf from! 
45s e condition of Life and Health , 'and .pre 

rehended Sickneſs, Diſeaſes,” old Age, Inirmity and 

eath-; .and by this -means broke and ſcattered my con- 

= $ ence of. Long Life, continued Health,” and took up; 

ans f 4 ts Aion a Sick, Tnfirm, 'or Dying Man ; con- 

"1 Wat & how, my Accounts ſiood, if God , ould' Pleaſe 

al "rs" away, how 1 could - w—_ my mind from 

2 the 


ww W.- 


the World ; 'what patience I had- to bear | pain, and Þ 
weakneſs, and iickneſs, In my moſt intire and firmet Þ: 
' Health, it was. my cate fo: to -exder my Life and 
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Adions, as if the next hour. mighc diſpoil mie of my 
Life and Health too ; 1 did not, durft not, allow my 
ſclf in any conſiderate. pratice of any known. fin ,/4 


procraſtination of my tance, in a Tolcration of 


Paſſions, upon a ſuppoſition of a continuance of. Life, os 
of an unſhaken Health ; ; but ill caſt with my ſelf, 


Would I do thus, were the firmneſs of my Health, or the 


thread of my Life to be broken off the next hour ? My 


firm and firong Conſtitution made me neither Proud. 


nor . Preſumptuous , but the frequent interpoſitions 


of the thoughts of my change kept me humble and ' 


Watchful. 4: v5... 
4. In reference to my Health, IT always avoided theſe 
two Extreams : 1. I never made it my Idol, 1 declined 


. not the due imployment of my- Body in the Works of 
Charity or Necetfity , or my ordinary Calling ,- out ofa 


vain fear of injuring my Health ; for I reckoned my 
Health gjven me in order to theſe imployments; and as 


" he is over-curious that wilt not. put on his Cloaths for 
fear of wcaring them out, or uſe his Ax in his proper 
employment, for fear of hurting it z ſo he gives but an 


il} account of a healthy Body, that dares not employ it 
in an employinent proper for. him, for fear of hurting 
his Health. 2. 1 never was vainly prodigal of ir, but. 


careful in a due.manner to preſerve it ;-I would decline. 
| po of infection, if I had no neceſſary Calling that. 


rought me to-.them ; unneceſſary Journeys, expoſing, 
my Body gratis to unneceſſary dangers, eſpecially Loney 
perance in Eating and Drinking. _,. - :;1 

5. I eſteemed Strength, and Beauty, and Comlineſs of 
Body thy Blefling, and invitation to Thankfulneſs; 1 
eſteemed it to carry with it a ſecret admonition; to bear. 
a ptroportionable Mind and Life, to a comely or _— 


O a 
__ 
', 7 wh 


5 


"OEMS ESSE 3m nms=EmsctoSs pg 


& 


+ 
_ 


'V 


DO . 
. 37 


= 


2% 80 
> $8 


a: 
= 
$ 
I} 
* 
wy 
ke 
&d 
of 
fa 
ny 
4s 
I 
6.4 
ſe 
it 
ng 
ur. 
ne. 
at. 
ng 
wy. 
of 


La_ve Oh - 4, fo ES, ' | F : " 7 LS abt $5 A Ps 
LO ER ff PWT. 35. DS 8 ee 4H; 'y, - bg > RE" EE i : 
1 + EE 4 tw & $744. . 4% \ . ++ 4 
Au TIO I Ay ge : 486 
0 b 


T7 3.and*Ilook'd upon't beautiful Countenance, 
: a3 fore repichetiſion of a deformed or u ly Life or Dif- 
xeon, bar 1 never found in it matter of Pride or Vain- 
Tr, Becauſe i it is thy Gift, and not my own Ac- 
12), Becatiſe a ſmall matter quite ſpoils it ; a 

, or a Diſcalc ſpoils the greateſt ſtrength ; a Humor 
e Face , a Rheum in the Exe, a Palfie, or the Small 
ruine the guppeel Beauty z or if none of theſe hap- 

et ie Age, 'or Death, turns all into Weak- 
eſs, Deformity or Rottenneſs. I learn therefore in the 
njoyments of theſe Bleffings to enjoy them with Humi- 
and Thankfulneſs; in the-loſs of them, to loſe them 


- with/Patience and Contentedneſs; for I acknowledg thy 


"Hand both in the'Gife, and in the Loſs. I looked upon 
them as Flowers 'of the Spring, pleating to the Eye, but 
of hort continuance 3 the ca aalty of av unruly Wind, 
and unſeaſongble Froft, a Worm or Fly might intercept 
' theit natural courſe of continuance ; but they that eſca- 
ped beſt, an Autumn or Winter will infallibly over-take 
and deſtroy them. 

"os 


A I'5, Cupzeraing my Wealth, and Temporal Subſiftence. 
'” 


$37 eſteemed theſe Acquiſiti tions rather the effe&s of 


thy Providence and Bleſfing, than of my Power or In- 
duftsy ; for if inſtrumentally my Induftry acquired them, 
= that very Induftry is thy gift ; it is thou that giveſt 

power to get Wealth. Again , 2. Though my int- 

and dexterity to get Wealth, were never (o great, 

Fet a. ſmall. interpoſition, either of thy Providence or 
permiſſion might ſoon diſappoint ard fruſtrate all that 
dexterity or induſtry : a Thicf, or a Storm, or a Fire, 
- a Leak; or the diſcompoſure of the Times, or a pro- 
digal, Wife or Son, or an unfaithful Servant, or a long 
; , or s Misfortune in orhers wh om I truſt, or a- 
Joy in a Title, or a word mi{-mterpreted , or a thau- 
4*t X 3 and 
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the Good Steward. 399 "'F 
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& in the midli of all my affluence, not te. ſacrifice to my, 

own Net, nor to fay.in my Heart, My,NMight,, and;the Þ by 

power.ok my Hands haye gotten.me this, ealth; but h 

. did remember the Lord: my Gd, for it is he that gavemp. | Þ 

power to get Wealth, Dexts8. 17. | ant 116 1, o38 
2, I did yot meaſure, thy favour to;me,. or ths goods, 

neſs or fafery of my, awn..condition by, my Wealth and 


Plenry,; for'l found that thoſe. Externals were gither in». || 4s 
differently Giipenſed (ta, the Good.and. Bad, or if there. } wy 
were aby odds, the advantage of Externals ſeemed co be | v 


f6 thpſe, whoſe portign-;w might. probably PanjeRura, 


t, A ; 
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examine my condition. 
; and. when uppn the re-- 


{097 %; found-my Sincerity 2rd Uprightneſs of Heart, ; 


agh, I with all thankfulneſs A ut thy. good- 
in giving me Externals, yet I often begg'd of thee- 


: bat my Portion.might not bein this Life only z that as 


ou gaveſt me Wealth ,, ſo thou would'ft give'and-in-* 
e thy Grace in my Heart . that though I could wiſh 


"the continuance of any External Advantages, as an op- 


nity.to dothe more good; yetif it were inconſiſtent 


3 ith wy Everlaſting Intereſt, my great expectation-in the. 


te to come, I ſhould chooſe. to be without the former, 
rather than loſe the latter 3 and I made it my choice ra-' 
ther to'be poor here, and rich in the Life to Come, than 
m5 rich here, and loſt in the Life to come. 

And upon the ſame Conlideration, I judged my 
never the better Man, nor the better Chriſtian, for 
ba much. of theſe Worldly Advantages. I looked* 


upon. them as External and Adycntitious Advantages, 


it had no ingredience at all into my Soul, unleſs poſ- 


| ly;for the worſe. | I found a man might be Rich or 


urable, in reſpet of his birth or place, and yet a 


Fool, a Glutton; Luxurious, Vain, Imperious, Covetous, 


, and in all probability the more obnoxious to theſe: 
s by /his Wealth or Greatneſs : on the other 


; f aMan might-be Poox-and Wile, and Learned, Sober, 


| ,.and. ind woſkbly his poverty might in reference t 
ele Ve ertuous Habits be an advantage. My Riches and 
ax therefoxe never made me {ct one grain of value 


the more upon my ſelf, than if I had been without them. 


ed it as an Inſtrument, that being put into a Wile, 


Prgdent, Faithful, and Liberal hand , might be of uſe 3, 
ne gave no more value .to that inherent worth of the. 


the Ax or the Saw gives Skill to the Carpenter. 
X 4 4. 1 
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4+ 1 eſteemed all the. Wealth and Honour that I had, JF ,.. 
but iptruſted to me by the Great Maſter of the' World y Þ. ©" 
a-Talent which thou cominitted*ſt to meas thy Steward Iii 
- and- account and this' confideration caufed- me | gf 
to- judge and eſteem of my Wealth , and-diſpenſe the Þ 
ſame quite in another way, 'than is ordinarily done. + 
' I, | did not efteem my ſclfthe Richer at all for my} P 


multitude of Riches; I cſitemed no more given me} mi 


than what was in @ reaſonable manner proportionabley'} - 
to my Neceſſities, to my Charge and Dependance, and Y 
to the Station I had' in the World ;-all the reft I looked Y 
upon as none of mine, but my Maſters; it was rather my }- 
burthen than my poſſeſſion ; the more T had, the moig' } © 
was my Care, and the greater the Charge that I had un- Y fi 
der my Hands, and the more was my Solicitude to be a' Þ| * 
Faithful Steward of it, to the Honour and Uſe of my 
Maſter ; but my part was the leaſt that was in it: Indeed 
; Arejoyced in this, that my Maſter efteemed me Wife and' 
ithful, committing the Diſpenſation thereof to my 
Truſt; but I thought it no more mine, than the Lordy 
. Bajly, or the Merchant's Caſh-keeper thinks his Maſter's 
Rents or Money his. 2-5 8.288 me 
2, And therefore thought it would be a breach of my  Y-* 
. Fruft © conſame' or ' imbezil that Wealth in Exceſlive” &- 
Superfluities of Meat, Drink, or Apparel, or in advan+ 'F +: 
cing my ſelf, or my Poſterity'to a maſfie or huge Ac>' } 
eſt. ; . EEE T. of {3 th 
pet But I employed that over-plus in fupport of the M- 
niſtry, in Relief of the Poor, in Redemption.of Captives, | 3 
| In placing Children to School and App 4n ſetting | 
ifion to'thy Wiſdom; } - 


rt A work ; and with ſubm - f 
thought that this latter was an equal, if not a greater. 
Charity than. the incouragement of idle ot diflolute Per- {| 1 
fons by liberal ſupplies : becauſe it kept them in the way | E 
ho pry ns and Providence hath deſigned for the Chile | F |; 


d in 
- F the Work ſhould be ſuch as mightbring me in a return of 
"Profit, rather | than of Curiolity ; becauſe- the Proceed 
4 might be 2 Stock for farther Charity, or Publick Advan- 
I tage, But rather than the Poor ſhould want Employment 
' Þ and Subſificnce, I thought ic allowable to employ themiin 
ich Labours as might yield them a lawful Profit, though 
' Y © yielded me only @lawful Contentment ;/as its Building, 
and the like honeſt, though not altog pro- 
it mployments ; in all which, my principal Defign 
"F was the Gipport of others, and my own Contaitation 
- | was onlya Concornitant of it;-and T thought ſuch an un- 
" I profitable Contentment lawfully acquired, when it was at- 
ed by the honeſt labour and convenient profit of thoſe 
""thac T employed, - 5. And by this Conſideration, I kept 
- my Heart from making my Wealth' either my Confidence 


; & or my Treaſures ;/T kept a looſe Aﬀettion-towards it ; if 

by it, Ieficemed it as thy Depoſitum, ary increaſe of my 

ne or care; if Tloſt- it without my own folly or 

te T looked upon that as a diſcharge of ſo much of my 
Accompts and Charge ; 1 had the lefs ro anſwer for. 
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4 $- I eſteemed my Wealth : 1. As' uncertain tocontinue- 
-with me, for it hath its wings, and might take its flight, 
when I lictle thought of it. 2. As that which I muſt 

; | leave whenl dye: * 3. As not uſeful after Death for'any 
| purpoſe whatſoever unto me, 4-' As that which makes 

" | me obnoxious to Envy and Rapine, while I live. 5. As 
 # Unuſcfal ac all, but when it is going away, viz. in the 
=Expence of it. 6. As a great temptation to Pride, 'Va- 

- F pity, Infolence and Luxury. And upon all theſe , and 
oP [nals ; ia. 
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'2. Tank 25.my. Waith in Sperie, muſt be left what 
I dis and I could not poſſibly caxry that luggage into the | 
other World.z and if I could, it — not ,be..of ule 
F there, 1 endeavoured: fo to order and. husband it, that} 
F 7: "0M rp eas Pear ak 
E pe _ © by Way OF cx aiter t 4 
ey My _— cauſe I found in thy Word, That be zbat gin 
? Tim 6.18,19. veth t0 the poor, lendeth to the Loxd, Prov. 19, 
| 17, And be that giuetb.ta. a-Propbet but 
43 : of cold water in-the name,of a Prophet ,ſbould CT REY 
7 Reward, Matth. 10.41, I ,have taken;that courſe Jo. F 
Is diſpoſe this tepus —_ here ,} ar I. might 
e the God of Heaven my Debtor, not, by .M oy ; 
by Promiſe; and ſol have made,over; that great Wealth" 
chat thou didſt ſend me, unto the pb World; and bleſs 
- ſed be thy condeſcenſion to thy Creatures, that whenthou 
makeſt us thy Debtors and Accomptants ,in,this World; : 
by thy Talent of all kinds, that thou delivereſt us, ; thou: 
art pleaſed, upon the performance of our Duty in that © 
Truſt, to make thy ſelf a Debtor torthy Creature 3 3 by a, 
promiſe of an everlaſting Reward. /» - _ 
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46 » Touching my Eminence of . Place or Power in | this | 
World, this is. my Aegompt=. -1 74 


4. I never fought or- defircd i ity nh that apo hcl 
Reaſons: 
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I. Becauſe I cabily ſaw that it was __ A Barchen | 
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tas 2 Privileges y/it Gays "as and'my Accompts 


mtunant.and Rept the tabs” I'found 


(goons TIE leans decline & jo thſpvc <f my ſelf; 
OR xy thing that:cook] invite me £0 feek or delve 


= 'Þo That extojrmaT3 (Glory :and Splendor that attended 


it, 1 cficemed as vain and-frivolous in it (elf, 'a bait to' al 


ue vain and inconliderate perſons to affe&t and delight'; 


valuable enough to invite a conſider#te Judgnient to 
or undertake it. I eſteemed them' as the Gile that 


Fers a bitter Pill, and-1 looked through-chis dreſs arigt 


outlide, and eaſily faw. that-it covered a State: dbnoxious 


| | or Solicitude, Care, ' Trouble, Envy; Difcontent; 


» Tempeation, and Vexation.' 1 cfteemed (it) 
ition, which if there were any Diftemper abroad; 
would infallibly be hunting and puſhing at it ; and if 


EE any Corruptions within, either of Pride, Vain- 


Glory, Inſolence, Vindictiveneſs, or the like, it would be 
-fixe to: draw them out, and ſet them -to' work, which if 


F they prevailed, it made my Power and Greatneſs not only 


-my:Burchen, but my Sinz: if. they prevailed'ndt, yet it re= 
quizxed-a moſt watchful, affiduous, and/ſevere vigilant La- 


(| Iur and Induſtry to ſuppreſs them. 


; 


: - 5 When I Undertook any place of Power-or Eminence; 


firſt looked to my Call thereunto, to be ſuch as1 might 
difcerm-to be thy Call, not- my own Ambitioh/''-2,” That 
the place were fych as might be anfwered by ſaitable# 
Abilities in forne meaſareito'perform. '' 4; That my cndiin* - 
© might'uot 'be: the fatisfaRtion of any Pride, Ambition.” 
or Vanity i in my (elf, -but te ſerve thy Pris and' my | 
ion honeſtly and taithfully. Inal which, my Un- 

Was not an a of my Choke, 'but of my_. 


Duty. - 
3. In 


thy Majeſty, and difſerviceable in the Employment.: 


couls L cafily ſaw great places wore Mort places; '% | 


mark of Envy. - It was therefore. always my'care ſow 
Þehave coy ſelf in jt, as T might be in a copacty-oo leap 


it z and ſo to. leave it, as that when I had 1 feb it, I might. | 
bave no. ſcars;and: blemiſhes Rick upon me, 1 carried } 


therefore the ſame evenne(s of temper in holding it, as 
might become me if I were without it. 4. 1 found: 
19. great-Employments, to make me ſenſible of the dag 


a r,troubles and cares of it ; enough to make me humble, 


t not. enough to make me proud and haughty. 


4- I never made uſe of my power or greatneſs ty | 


ſerve my own turns, cither to heap up Riches, or to op- 
preſs my Neighbor, or. to revenge Injuries, or to ' uphold 
or. bolſter out Injuſtice ; for though others thought me 
great, I knew my {elf to be ſtill. the Dne,and' in all things, 


belides the due execution of my place, my deportment Þ - 


was jalt the ſame, as if I had been no ſuch man: for firſt, 
I knew that I was but thy Steward and Miniſter, and pla- 


ced there to ſerve thee and thoſe Ends which thou propo- 


ſcdſt in my preferment, and not to ſerve my ſelf, niuch 
leſs my Paſſions or Corruptions. And further, I very well 
' and praQtically knew, that Phce, and Honour, and Prefer- 

- ment, are things extrinſecal, and have no ingredience into 


the Man : his mo and eſtimate before, and under, and: ; 
is ſill:the Game in it ſelf, as the 
Counter that, now ſtands for .a- Penny, anon "for Six 


after his Greatn 
pence, anon for Twelve pence, is-ſtill the ſame-.Coun- 
ter, though its place and extrinſecal enomination be 
ckpoged, 

5. I im- 
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and violence of. againſt good men, upon miſtake, 
or Nlight, and incontiderable differences : In fumm, I fo 
- uſed my Place and Greatneſs, and ſo carried my ſelf in . 


| 


: . 


-% 


; 
1, I never affected the Reputation of being Rich, 


igion 3 I interpoſcd to cool the ferocity 


all things, as if all the while I had ſeen Thee, the great 
Maſter of all the Families in Heaven and Earth flandi 


'by-me. -I often conſulted my Inſtructions, thy written 
\'Word, and the impartial Anſwers of, my Conſcience; and 
' I ſtrictly purſued it ; and when I found 'my ſelf at any 
"time at a loſs, by reaſon of the difficulty and perplexity 


of emergencies,: I did in an-eſpecial manner apply my 


' elf unto Thee for Advice and Direction. 


. 27. Touching my Reputation and Credit. 


v 


Great, Crafty, Politick 3 but I efteemed much a deſer- 
ved. Reputation of Juſtice, Honeſty , Integrity, Vertue 
andyPicty. 667.01 = 
2./T never thotight thac Reputation wis the thing 
primarily to be looked after in. the exerciſe of vu 4 
| or 


fo Mind, buel woliad as xr -and/ the Worth of | oy 
as that which-was the firſt defirable ; and Reputatioti | oh | - 6M 
'J handſome and-uſcful accethon to it. n 
/ 3+ The Reputation of Juſtice and Honeſty i war th 
Ways caretul to: keep- untainted} upon theſe 1 L-48 
1. Becauſe a Blemiſh in my Reputation would be diſhos | 
nourable to thee. 2. It-would:be:an/abuſe of' «Tait beck 
which thow.hadft -committed/to:me, 3. Tt' would be 2 Yer 
weakning, of an- inftrument which'thou hadſt pur int 4 mM 
my hands, uponthe tirength »vllzzcyls much good mig ht. 
be done by me... by $1409 
3: I found both in my ſel£-ahd others, x good Regan | 
tion. had i theſe-ztwo- great Advantages in'it :” 1: It "I" 
kr the Pazty that had it, it wasia handſome Incentive to | 
Vercuc, and did-fixcngthen-the Vigilance and-Care-of YP 
them that had it,-to preſerve it. -' There is a certain ho#Þ 
neft worth;and delight in it; that -adds:fomewhat tothe Yi 
5 and ;jealouſie of good rnnds not w_ to loſe it; 
he valueand zwarth of Vertue, thoygh it far exceeds. 
the value of that Reputation that atifeth from it, yet it? 
is, more Platonick Kr Spiritual, -and hath not:a ays_ 
that imprefſion;upen us , as the ſenſe of our Rep ; 
hath; and I always looked upon 'it'as no ſmall evidence 
of thy, Wiſdom:in governing; Men, in adding a kind of” 
external Sara and glory to- Goodneſs and 'Vertae, 
which might be, and is a means to preſerve the other, 
as the AH, Husk to.preſervetthe Kernel. 2..In reſped.. 
of others, becauſe it is both an allurement'to the pras® 
Rice of chat Vertue which attends, and alſo gives a Man | 
d; ps opportunity and firength to exerciſe tiny worthy 
good Attions for the good of others. A Man of 's 
ſcrved Reputation'hath often-timies an opportunity 
that good wigkch another wants, and my practice it with 
4a ſecure and ſucceſs." 1: 
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begin: wg rien tac heihath ſuch a. look: thereof, that 
77 now -fit fil}; and; with: the; Rich Man in: the 
pleaſe: himfelf-that. he hath enough laid np for 
wf! years, 3 and therefore he wry both. pr oean 
tne&ls, a Reputation. '3Z ing. to adventure: 
m-:ſome'very..ill Action, upon: a. ſecret and deceitful 
þ- idence-in his Repuration, thinking now: he; hath ac+ 
quired: fuch 2 fiock of Reputation, that-he may with' 
Tercoy::and fafety;;. and ſucceſs ;-adventure upon; any 
Mpeg in confidence that his Reputation: will :bear hins 
Ls kfcii/14s) A: Manof great Reputation thall be ſure: by 
ie -in Power, 'to-be put upon Actions that may ſerve 
a.tur =; this is'the DeviPs Skill; for if. he carry it out 
wonithe:trength of his Repurationy the Devil makes 
the  vepy: reſult of Vertue: and' Worth: the inftrument of 
| -—_8 co.and Villany-z'but if he miſcarry, the Devit 
wh£got his cnd | upon him, in that he hath blaſted 
Wn, aud: wourded: thy Honour which ſuffers in .his 
xeputation. 5. A great Reputation , and the ſenſe 
ir, and delight in it, it is apt to put a man upon any 
% ufts, though never ſo unhandſome, to ſupport it. 6. Tt 
Wakes a Man oft-times 'over-timorous in doing that 
mach is good and juſt, leſt he ſhould ſuffer in his 
putation with ſome Party, whoſe concernment may 
Wein it. 7. It is apt to make a Man impatient of any 
e leaſt blemiſh that may be cauſeleſly caſt upon him, 
d to fink under it.” A Man of a great Reeputation, 
a fs ſets his heart upon it, is deſperately ſen- 
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ws | | 
and take caxe it ſhall-not be loſt by anydefault of ink 
and if notwithſtanding all this, 0 OM ny. 
by evil, or envious Men or 
it.and-content my ſelf with the 
ſcience, H:o merxs abenexs efto, 
7. When thy. Honour, or the good of my County 
was: concerned, I then wb yprfomns re 
to lay out” my. Reputation the adv of cither 
and to a& in, and: by, and upon it, to the hi Fi 
the le of all lawful Means 3 a al 
the Counſel of Mordecai to Heſther was my | 
rent, Heſfther 5. Who knoweth whether God hath giv 
che this Reputation and Efeem for ch «time as his? 
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__ in.this "Py in ty 
ourney up to London, I ent on from 
ence djvers ruion Concermne your 

Fa n and how you Non” Papa 

Lyon? to £2 e pies. of it; and. to dir 

QT ding BY if, T forgot to enquire of you, 
it ; but” 1 hope you 
you to be careful in obſcr- 
ions given to you, ſome 
_ Cat Word of mouth.” T have 
ple. been t be a-viſible direQion 

dy rt ceQive,. or not fo full- 
2 fo attern of yo tat elpecially in re- 
ion. from yours 5 yet I am 


a. that thoſe ales fb ons which. T have at 
ye Joh t, in Writing,. and, by Word 
En cent ad, and w hollowme, - An "ſeaſo- 


nabls 
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p * HRS Direftions. for keeping 
nable : 4d therefore 1 do expet 


d 6 


member "ind pra&iſe* them :"and”r r_ young : 
years cannot yet perchance ſee the reaſon or ; uſe of them F « 
yet aſſure you# ſelves, time "and experience will make F \ 
you know the benefit 'of them. In Advice given to 
People, it fares with them as it :doth with. young. 
dren thatraretaught to _ or young -Boys chat | 2 
leara their Grammar als} thax'1 Letters, Y v 
and then they learn to > a Sylla Clog 3 the T 
learn to put together ſeveral Syllables to make u R 
or they learn to decline/a Noun; vor'to form a s 
all this while, they — not to what ra 6 wy | 
| trouble is3-nor Engl it, fy d& 
be able to read _— iecg fo 
'to conſtrue a- ack ru or. th hen they 6 pe 
ments were very neceflary, and to good 2 wc oh for Ra Lo 
this' means they come to 'underſtand what others have Þ 
written, and to know what they knew and'wrote, -and F tie 
thereby improve their own knowledg and ing} to 
Juſt & it is with young People, in re Gr 
and Inſtruion, when. the Father, or't 
_ ſome wiſe and underfianding Man doth -| 
 monilh, - ſometimes chidg' and reprove, ſometi » 8 Di 
ſtruc, they are apt to wonder, why ſo'mudh's Da 
what they mean, and it is troablefome ayd tedio al 
ſeems impertinent ; "and they (are mg OE withy Fg 
themſelves , that the time Wie better = ding, and 
or Hunting, 'or Merriment, or Gaming | of 1 
came to riper years, then they be rag that | beer 
InſtruQtions of the Ancient,,.are of excellent ' £0'1itie Þ| p 
nage the els dwg and to dire& the vill as; 
to avoid Inconvenierices, and Miſchiefs,” and Mikes, | 
to which they are lbje& wittiour the help of theſe Cour | | 


os, Ao Roe 69 Pres to'giv | 
line upon line; ept 1ipon Precept; to'ena 

eo cer and” Ger your gre fc through an evitandſ Es 
| dangeJ- cx 


We. 7 i x »; 


| hp vill make” you wiſe for this likes and: that® - 
by ome, 4 UL ENTgeri ett; £1908. BTL 
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a——_ tome welÞto- F4 From © whindbb ro to-- 
mer Infiruftions coricetnin Jot® Words and © 


xeech N; find I cg 6o-write Tonihink, to you 
_— 77 :#bb/ mo yr It 
Dy, « Sh called BihBey, ba ws 2h theſs 


I; " BW thack pleaſed Godto <lriyIct G;! this 
ith to reft at this Place \ipeh'that Day, di the conſis” 
"Oy, is proper Tok'me and- ' 
for-you 3-4t is Opus thei Pormbpat ron 16.08 
pet for that Day. ahhh £4 Vat 


=O Beenyſe F have by lo wn founid EF; RENE 


du&Obſervanec2ofuthis Day; and of the Du-- 
ties of it, have been of ſingular comfort 'and<advyantage- 


to me z and ] doubt not but .it will prove. ſo to you. 


God almighty is the -Lord5bf'our tine, and: $nds it & 
4 and ics but juſt we:ſhould« conſecrats this-pare of | 
time to him; ſo I haye found by a Strict and -. 
»nt- ;Oblteraclon:; that''z due: Obſervation: of the 


| Dary of thisDay, hath ever.had joined to ity; a Bleſling /; 


7 my times andthe Week that harhy been | 
hath been blefſed and ptoſperous to- me; 


| Fa on-the"vther (ide , when! D have en<negligent 


of the:Dutics of: this Day; the--teſt of: the: 'Week:hath : 


% | beet 'unflacceſsful and _—— to: my. Own feciular, Ims: / 


ts5 fo! thati L cowl oy maks- an! gre ) 

\Succeſſes'i mn my own ar. Fa = hg | -* 

following, by Fg : manner of .rty: 

Be T ws this I do \not write err try meg 
bat:upon 2 loog/ and ſound Obſervation = 


Tt 3! By: 


careleſs;.jn i ayes 1pon 
tions , and lecular [aploomancet in It, Wi 
cellity , purine a ſad; fpretag}as..and;.av ; oo 

It conceruy/ ms: theretore..(, that. am. your .Fath Ubi 
much 3s A W810, hn 58: 4rom chats > hich 


the; Examples. af..ot 

conſderazanel 1of, youlh i4.Q&her wile, apt, t9.;16ad you. 
tOs 

s -Iſhalht {ct down wntoiyoo particglasly:1(2 ol 


not -in-. — only ):; Dl fo -itis W hat 4 the; 
Reaſon, and;Ground, þf&ryatian; af af.;thig 1 Lays; 
2. What: chipgs. wp heg nat 4 be- done. opgn. this, Days; 
which poilibly Nu ns Lawful ny \r{epther Date 

3. hat-chings. vpn this 44 ings 
tha fit: &r: neceſſdry:1$0:be. og potary $9, the- 
See ens T&/45. art 3:3 ; 5c] 29 ill «Ut 3 f 
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vi 31 $114 30" 'FY 
L Towetfagthe fir aftiuſe}, 2i. lack this: Ok 


ſerontion; and: Sootiification. of. this Day: 4 any the Reaſojy | 


are: theſe: ;:;* YI 8" )\ £IT ; tt; 63 $11 

14 16 8 Moral Dary, that Coox the Glorious Gott 
gives me myi time ;- I ;jthould: conſecrate add; ſer:a- part) 
ſome pextipn. of that time.in "Y ſpecial. marer to: "w_ 
Service." W- © 3 as 1% 

"2. And becauſe the Glorious God beſt:kingvys. otth 
portion of /time; is fit -to->be peculiarly dedicxted to. his: 
Service, ithat ſo. thy;Morality:of' that Tinhe! thightbe des. 
termined) unto: fome certainty; he hath by higexpreſs! 


| Puotagng givers to 'his Ancient-People ;:the Fowr;” lipited- 


ne day: of 1ſexen;, to be::that : ilof time 
which he would have peculiarly dedicated to:his Service, 
_ {o to:conclude, - and ***into.it the Morality of that- 
3+ This ſeventh portion « 2 time, under the old Law 

: given 
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ben the ems, pk as Rinicd b the Phecept Lhd 
ante of 2, in the 4th C +75 arid likewiſe by 


own Exat o.the 7th dayfro up Kpb ea- 
Re COTES 
eatjon 


5 ho. "ou Saviour Tf "on is the "ip bf Gd, 
47 x,cver, and is. Lor Je the Sabb Sabba 

| | the work of our, (os -mption by his*” " Matth: ra, 

30s, 2 the firlt | aY; .of, the Week, 

| ER of the ] | Ghoſt miiractieully the firſt 
the Week, and by. the ſeerct M: Fiſage of. the” Spirit to 
S, and. Prin we. wich , hath cranflated 
obleryation of the. Seventh day of, the -Week' to 
e, Eixſt day..of the | 


-v# "x 
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ay; .c W *_ which. is our hriſtian 
' thak $f our CG iſltian Fray Tacereds, the 

um and, JW htiffiah 
Faicha iS e Evchaj ; 0 Uctceded 
me... fewilh, afloyer 3.10 our. Chriltian: Sabbath the 
Firſt _ & Weeks Tongs the Sagpath, of the 


bg nee. A BREE: 

F hat is n0W;: HS RY; Chriſtians. Ty 

Lyon have the, Reaſon, of. the. oo 

Chriſtians, to, obſcrue, the; Fifi, day of Yon 4 

cauſe by more than a humane nftitution, the a 

« pes Command ig ansferced ro-qhe Fintrday 
our Chriltian Sabbath; and.ſo. ty 
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th | —— is not abrogated ;z but oily: 
T4 day - 
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| "It is OP that wh 
Fr OR to be done upon nhl is cer ciuch more 


lawful eons this; as Excels and Iocomparance; oa _ 4s 


ike ſin Joby de wy Rions, But furth (&r, Ther 

many Gin that may be lau ally done” ob another d 4k 

b-baj y not lawfolly by one upon tHis3 and ma 
gs that, are not” only lawful upon another day, but 

Ie ;\M and decent, which a are yet unfit to-he done upon 


this day. Upon other days v we may and'muſt irpploy our 


ſelves in ous ſeculax 1d Slay Callings ;* we may uſe 
bodily. xerciſes i Retry edfions, nd Shoot- 
iog , Hunting, and divets other Recreations z we may 
ftudy Humane Learning ?'' Bur F Hold thefe to be not 
only unfit, but unſawtul to ris 6 this' Sc oy and 
therefore rertietnber i it., Moderate 

be vſcd, Þ far only; as it, enableth' nb] "> the more 
cheartul and lively perfortharice of the duties of this Hay; 
and therefore T atlow you to walk ſoberly/about'haH an 


Hour after Dinner, to digeſt your Meat, that, you be nat 


drowſie; nbr indiſpoſet in the Religious Datics of «> 
day. Merry; * bur harraleſs calking, (of* talkin 

fports or worldly buſinef$,” may be ſed as a day, 
Biit riot ux | Yi, Fealtings may be ſometimes ſeaſons 
bly uſed nponi other days; 'but are not fit uporl this day, 
x2 O = Provifion' be made upon this day, as 


Be neceffary for the wn abs bo the Family, and Rn 
ing of Meats, 


Sine chefs 1 hold that 
and ſuperflizoiis proviſrons' pon wen Nox are 08 eGbe avoj- 
ded, 'as nh an breaking'of the' xeft of ths 
day; 3 bi tſceming the blemnity of it,"7 DJ. Actglirz. fd 
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or. unlawful, according to tho 
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gs that do not of themſelves direQly tend 


times mult be.done upon this day. For there were ma- 
; things -that were firiftly enjoined to the Jews in 
heir beivation . of their Sabbath; which were Cere- 
monial, . and concerned only that State , and do not ob- 
xe under_the Goſpel 3 as. their dreſſing of Meat upon 
s day was prohibited to them, but not to us; and 
ny more things they did forbear and count unlawful, 
hich in truth. were not only not forbidden, 
but enjoined and commandgd, for which © Mah. 12. 
our Lord reproves the Phariſees, who ac- ' ' 
counted it a breach of the Sabbath to heal the Sick, or 
© pluck the. Ears of Com for the neceſſary relief of 
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| 4.1. Work ; filet Neeeſſty for Man or Beafts may be 


es. Therefore I ſhalf ſhortly ſer. 


Hification of this day, that yet may, and ſfome-. 
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negletts it; Jll- not juſtify in ſend-" 
ing two.or F Cee rails to; buy Mear ,pon the: "Lond 
Day. 
2 Tatts cot « Wet: whieh 5 be Oy 
to be dane, without any, abſolute on- or”'loſ' 
of the thing, until the. Morrow. Wa Rick of Hay be 
on fire, I may endeavour to, quench. it” oa te Loxd's! 
Day : \But, if my Corn be. cut, and: Tying ” Upon. 
ground on the. Saturday. though the wether, be ra: 
ny, or inclining to wet,, JI wy, peo it 
Cocks, or fetch it homg 0g, ran, 6 ay ; 
cauſe poſſibly Almighty God may Pre tie LEAN: 
tomorrow. .: And. therefpxe.. in- my Fforbearance I do 
two.dutigs; under. one, 3? obſerve his Lay Taj reſt, 
upon his Pxpvidence..  *7* make_necelhnes. ma 
ritmes to ſerve, theix Eaſe and Sloth, and, va kf 
in ruth there. is. NONE g7, but the buline(s-n 
ferred without any: danger, - If we ,w 
 fajthful* in | our ience to. God » awe "By 
many pretended Nece litics to vaniſh into, ect Fl | 
nations.” | 
© 13+» Works: of, Charits. Relief of the 'Þ or ; Admis, 
niſtring' Phylick PO an a arent $2 Viliting.; 
pp. the. dit 


or . comfortin = Ne 
orderly 5 hon Zia Peace , jp ng clgahbours 
ferences! 


fended ,; and ' endeavouring ; to. . . compoſe 
which require not much, cxaminatian. , or cannot be., 
deferred without an apparent, danger of, greater miſs; | 
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Their ies ; and herewith one conſent 
They th all ; Lo! this was be we meant, - 
Luke 2. 9. The Bleſſed Angels from the Heavens. deſcend, 
wag The Prince of Heaven's  Birdh: -day to attend; 
And chath J with ok Glory, they Became 
*The Heralds rn ings to proclaim 
Unto the Wacthful pherds: forthwith they 
Luk. 2:15. 7o Bethlem, as ti Bros Gat away, .. 
17: i -- And find as they were fold, and every where,” 
What they had ſeen'and beard, they do. fad 
3 And that the Heavens, as "well as Angels, 
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Reader, the Title of this Solemy Day, 
And what it doth import, doth bid thee ſtay, 
And read, and wonder.  'Tis that Myſtery | 
That Angels gaze upon ; Drvinity 
Aſſuming Humane Fleſb; Th ternal Sou 
- I ernal God, is Man become.. 
om ſtrange. Aſſumption 2 or what end 
is frog: him to s deftnd 
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Tet ſtay and wonder : oy erved Love 
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is fioop from He to Earth, and all to win 
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itt, and Death, and Hell ; and re-inſtal 
Him in that Happineſs oſt. by his Fall; 
And. greater, Frolaftigl to quell 
In Bleſſedneſs : So that thau can'ſt not tell 
Whic of the two the greater Wonder proves, 
Saviour s Incarnation or. his Love. | 
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I tell, #0 let the- Fiſe-mes byen 


ince-of Peace is born, and ta ſhow | 
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No. the World thus rouz'd by. Heaven, 
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Be kept with\Ofteutat ion Yo Tehraſe 
A mortal Prince's Bitth-day," '' Of pas.) I 4 
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A Purim, or ſome petty Vitory > TY, 
Though with the Viftors boſs or. Sifonyf Wks In kay © 
And ſhall we venture th exterminate," © 
And ſtarve at once the Memory and. Dite' POE 
Of Chriſt Incarnate,- wherehs i a fore”. | 

Of Foy to Mortals lay; us +. before” 

The Car beheld a rreafury's "Bbſes i 

The Birth-day of the World as well a«-hifs 
Ingrateful Man ! It was" for only thee," i "LISA 
And for thy: Reſtitution, that -be abies 1 
Did ſtoop to wear thy raggs; choſe a defobne IF 
Below himſelf and Angels, was conteht” 

Thus to aſſume thy Nature, and 
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This Day. by commendable uf: defgw'd 
To bear this great Memorial, and remind 1, 1668. 
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Chriſtmas- 


Forgetful Mortals of that Benefit * 
| "That was of. greateſt conſequence, doth yet 
* Find various Entertainment: Some decline 
Its folemn Uſe, as if we might config 
* A Purimor a Feaſt tocelebrate 9 Eſth.9, 20. 
' Some Vitlory, or to commemorate $I 
\ Some Prince's Birth-day; yet thewondrous Birth 
E Of Hins that wasthe Prince of Heaven & Earth 
 Mam-kinds Deliverer, muſt neglefied be, 
$ Without a Day to bear its Memory. 
* Others there are that ſeem for to contend 
F. For its Obſervance; highly do pretend 
Zo honour it, but 'tis with Luxury, - 
* Kits: Ditemperance, and Yanity : . 
* © The dreggs:of -all the years exceſs are brought 
#.. 7o this Solemnity, as if they thought 
3 7hoſe Sins that flew our Lord, the only train 
* For his reception, or to entertain 
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His Birth-day. Thus they mock him, and yet cry 
Hoſannah, Fi at once and Crucifie. 
Others again with greater Innocence, | L 
Obſerve this Feaſt, and yet without. the Senſe, 
Of its true uſe, but only on the ſcore _ 
Of what their Anceſtors did do before : 
They take the cuſtom up, they make goed Cheer 
And feaſt and dreſs the Hauſe with greens, an 
mn... . 
Their beſt Apparel, reſt from wark, and they 
Then think t have fairly kept its Holy-day, 
And truly Soleran Signs are not amiſs, 
| To welcome ſuch a Feſfrual as this. | 
- wg han The great .and wiſe Creator, when his hand 
WW. - Had wrought ſame great deliverance,” did com: 


Exod. 12, ' 7 


as $4 . WT vs as 
6 Sh. -8-: - O 
©4.0 ot & ; 
I . Ee +7 
« $0 TOE 9. Lbs 
” 


4 


14-26 "71, ſolemn nes and Signs, and Monuments, | 
'C | 


Obvious to Senſe Jhould be the Inſtruments 
To propagate their Memory, that might 
Be legible to Children and invite | 
Their Search into the things they meant whereby , 
Together with the. Signs, the Memory & IE 
And Evidence of things of note mzght reach 

To after-times, and Prove as well as Teach. 

T] hee great Examples ſeem to juſtifie 

Such unforbidden figns, to teſtifie 

Our Faith and Foy. But yet this is not al 

This Feaſt defgns ; but it doth chiefly call 
For more : Even lawful figns alone are dry. 
And empty ſhells of this Solemmty, 
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The Mercies that this imports, | require 


Thy ſerious attention to admire 
The greatneſs of the Wonder and the Love 
Thy God at this day ewed thee above 
expettation or deſert, the ſpring | 
Of all thy Hopes and Foys, that with it brings 
Maikinds Deliverance ; it bids thee praiſe 
And Magnifie his Goodneſs, and to raiſe 
Thy higheſt Gratitude; and though thy beſt 
© Returns can never recompenſe the leaſt 
'* Of Mercies, much leſs this, nor yet ariſe 
' Unto an anſwerable Sacrifice; F 
E Thou haſt a little Cabinet, may make | "A 
S A welome New-years-gift ; thy Lord will take 1 
# Zhis little Preſent well, and in good part, 
Þ# Becauſe thy beſt, grue to thy God thy Heart, ,; 4 
* #7 niean thy Will, thy Love, thy Truſt; thy Fear, 15. 
* Zhy beſt Aﬀettions that mhalis there, | 
"3 7 that ſmall Cell: *Tis true, thou givſt no more 
| '” Than what of right was- juſtly his. before ; 
y., Þ Befides thy Heart is foul, yet hell accept . _- 
 Andtake it well; *tis all he doth expett. Lint.s : Ho b 
' Nor is this guilt thy loſs, he'll niake it clean, ig. 7 
Fill it with Grace, and give it thee again. 
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| Bleſſed Redeemer, we do meet this Day c— 
Of thy Natpvity, as well we may, | a 
'. With figns of Foy and Wonder : We do write 
Thy Name upon it, and ſeem with Delight 


To 


930 
| * To welcome its return; we. trim and dreſs. . 
Our Houſes all with greens, and ſeem_no leſs - 
Toyful to entertain the happy: News. _ 
Of thy deſcent from Heaven, than once the Jews 
Mat.21-8: D;d thy deſcent from Olivet ; we fing .. 
| Holanna's at this Birth-day of our Fi 5: 
And ſurely *tis well done, "but "tis not all ; 
Chriſtian from thee this ſolemn day doth call 
For ſamewhat more, without which all the reſt” 
will prove but empty Complements at beſks ©. #F 
Thy Lord muſt be thy Life;thou muſt be brought Þ 
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@nder his Toke and Rule; thou muſt be wrought 
| Tuto his likeneſs ; Chriſt muſt formed be 2 
Gal. 4 19. Firſt in his Virgin-Mother, t in thee. . , * 
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— ogra But art thoucome, dear Saviaur ; hath thy Love 
as ” Thus made thee ſtoop,and leave thy Throne above Þ , 
The Iifty Heavens, and thus thy ſelf to dreſs *T; ; 
E. Tn duſt to vifit Mortals? could no leſs —_ - 
= A condeſcenſion ſerve ? Aud after all, 'F 
o The mean reception of a Cratch and Stall? *. FF ;; 
Dear Lord, I'll fetch thee thence,T have a Room, F 
Tis poor, but "tis my beſt ; if thou wilt come 
Within ſoſmall a Cell, where I would fain 
Mine, and the World's Redeemer entertain, 
1 mean my Heart. "Tis ſluttiſh, T-confeſs, 
- And will not mend thy Lodging, Lord,” unleſs 
Thou ſend pid thy Harbinger, I mean 
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Thy pure and purging Grace to make it clean, 
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ÞK Ard ſweep its naſty Corners, then I['] try 

F 7o waſh it dlſo witha weeping eye © 
| And when'tis ſwept and wafht I then will go; 
þ nd with thy leave, Þ'N fetch ſome flowers that 
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vow. 55 | Le 
Id thaw ons Garden, Faith, and Lave to thee ; 
With thoſe FP dreſs it up, and theſe ſhall be 
mary and Bays ,; yet when my . beſt 
1s done, the Rooms not fit for ſuch 'a Gueſt; 
' But here's the Cure, Thy preſence, Lord Ale 
Will make a Stall a Court ; a Cratd,a Throne: 
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The Prince of Heaven, from amidſt the Chrifinits: 
. Of Glorious Angels, did come down among, 


Þ 73s Earthly Cottagers, 'and did inſbrine 
F 7 veil of Fleſh his Majeſty Divine. | 
"+" But they ſcarce ond their Prince; nor can 


ky ; or | | Re” | | '5 ; 
- No better PreſenceChamber for their Lord, 


Þ#* But a poor ſtable; nor no better Chair 


Of State; but what their kinder Beaſts- could 

' ſpare, FE + 0s 

-- 4 Manger. Bleſſed Lord, ſuch a receit 

' Might have proved thy Glory to retreat 
To Heaven againgbut that thy great reſpefts 

- T7 o Man's Salvation Cd af neglects. 

$ But yet, my Deareſt Lord; methitks 1 fain 

- Would find ſome better place to entertain =— 
i Aa 4 / 


Th Majeſty with, rs re ahheft; 7 

A Tate where I wi LE crave.) 

Thy refidence, wot that I. ow # fit .* 

For thy Receit or Majeſty ; but. Jet .. 

It is the beſt T have : Befides Find, 

I Js ſoncwhs IT have rondy # gon thy Dy 
Heart Imean ; It is,' I — _.:: 

Vis litile narrow Lodging, nd wy 

Than doth become ſo great a Gueſt ; F090 

gather f fault I may mt, cannot hide, 

tis = and ſlurtiſh, worſe .1 fear 

Than was thy Bethle'm Stable, fo that here 

Thy Lodging will be chang'd, not mended ; yet 

If thee into my Heart I can but get, 

Thy Refidence will cleanſe and better it ; 

And though it finds it not, *twill make it t fit 

For thy Receit, th Preſence : Chriſt alone , 


Turns Earth to ſeaven, and makes a Stall a 
Throne. | 
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| PREPFACE 
Art of theſe things now publiſhed were 
intended -to have been Printed and 
Publiſhed in the former Volume ; but 
| not being ſo'well Tranſcribed as I 
thought was nay for the Preſs, being not 
in place to ſee it Correfted my ſelf, and the Term 
being ſo near, that they Could not be made rea- 
dy and Printed before thee time,at the requeſt of 
the Bookſellers, who- were loth to loſe the op- 
portunity of thatyTerm for the publication of 
that Volume, I was content to let them publiſh 
that alone, as it is, without any more : but not- 
withſtanding, afterward intended this other 
Volume,.' adding thereunto ſome other ſmall 
things, more than at firſt were intended, to 
make it a juſt Volume, near the proportion of the 
former, provided it could be ſo timely finiſhed, 
as that it might appear to be but a part of the 
former Treſpaſs, though with a continuando, and 
not a new Preſamption againſt the worthy Au- 
thor : But-when part of it had been ſo long de- 
Yained in the hands of the Licenſers, that by rea- 
ſon thereof, and of fome other interventions, 
| that could not be, I was willing to appear to 

the 


the World to be guilty ilty of a ſecond Treſpa Ss a- 
ainſ# ſo excellent a Ns, effec ak 
Toth craved and obtained his pardon for the for- 
mer, . and therefore wrote to the Bookſellers to 
defiſt from proceeding any farther therein, till 
ſome fair occaſion might offer it ſelf tow it, ei- 
ther with the Authour's expreſs Conſent, or at . 
leaſt without offence to him. | 
But it was not long before I was «much im- 
portuned by ſome __ friends of the Authors 
to let them procee ___ _ = reſt 2 a _ 
on of quality, who a very high reſpett an 
rh Goth Ho him and his Wrir got fo 
whom 1 am very much obliged; and befides, I 
percerved that the Amthor himſelf was. very 
much importun'd by fome Friends and Perſons of 
quality for more of his Wrigings of this na- 
ture ; that which I did before foreſee would be 
one. conſequence of the publication of the ' former 
Volume ; for although he hath written much of. 
this nature, it having been long the employment 
. of his Horz Sacrz, yet hath ſcarce any, even of 
his moſt intimate friends and acquaintance, ex- 
cept my ſelf, and ſome of his own Family, known 
fo much. But by the advantage of theſe impor- 
twnities of other Friends, I did the more eafily 
prevail with him to- give lea've that the Book: 
ſellers might go on with what they were about. 
And thus the Reader comes to enjoy the benefit” 
of this ſecond Volume. 
For the Freatiſes contained in it, there is 
| one 
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one upon the ſame Subjett with one of thoſe in 
the ang bes that is, Of þ or 
but ſuch (to ſay no more) as. doubtleſs will not 
ſeem tedious to any Pious Perſon,who hath alrea- 
dy read the former. For his Meditations upon 
the Lords Prayer, they are ſo excellent, and 
ſo far beyond what 1 am able to ſay in commen- 
dation of them, that I ſhall leave jt to the ſence 
: of the Reader who, if he have any reliſh of fincere 

Religion, Picty, ani Devotion, cannot but be 
Ss highly felled with them. For thoſe ſhorter 

' Meditations 7 muſt acquaint the Reader that 
they were written when the Author was wot only 
in his Journeys, but in ſuch Faurneys, wherem 
he had leſs p tun by reaſois of the Company, 
which was then with bind, thay he did ordinarily 
take, when he had none but his own Attendants 
about him ; for 1 find in divers of them noted 
when aud where they were written. And theſe 
1 was the more willing ſhould be publiſhed in this 
Volume with the others, becauſe of the impor- 
tunities of friends, which have not, nor will 
be wanting, can poſſibly prevail with the Author. 
to publiſh any more of this kind himſelf, I ſup- 
poſed he would rather make choice of ſome of his 


> 
« 5 
4 LY 


#$ larger and more compleat Writings, than of theſe 


(whereof ſome were never finiſhed) which yet I 
| doubt not, but will be very aceptable and profita- 

ble to the Pious Reader ; but poſſibly otherwiſe 
might not have been publiſhed at all. And even 
from theſe ſhorter Meditations the Reader may 
OA receive 


"The Prfact? 


' receive a Touble benefit: the” rope? " them 

be ſuch to him 6 it f i fo but befr es they © 
edi ap excellent e in their Author, 
as of the conſtant Pious ma. vertwous Diſpofiti- 
ons of his Mind in general, ſo in particular of his 
conſtant Care to imploy thoſe precious _—__ of | 
time, as he calls them, his Horz ma, | 
table and profitable Meditations, he 
would not fuffer himſelf to be wholly > ainoer- ef 
ther by his Company, or any other of thoſe occur- 
rences, by which we are ow roo apt to excuſe 
our ſelves from the Duties an Exerciſes of Re- 
Ligion and Piety. 

Let the Pions Reader pra for the prolomga- 
tiow of his Life, and the Reſtitution of a compe- 
Yew? meaſure of Health and Strength unto him ; 
which if it ' pleaſe God to grant, doubtleſs his 


. Stadies in Private will be no lefs beneficial it ' 
Poſterity, than his Attions in Publick have beew W- 
tethe preſent age, though the Conſequence of ; 
theſe will reach to Poſterity alſo. | 
| Being far diſtant from the Preſs, 7 ma * a-' 
gain crave the Reader's favour to pardon and 
correct the miſtakes of the Printer, - « 


A 


— a. 


The Jopea! - eatifes compriſed in this Second 


Volume, are , 


N Inquiry tou Happineſs, - page x 
Of the Chief of Man, wy I5 
0269 Eecleſ. XI. 1. Remember thy Creator, 


| | 3ZT 

Upon Tow LI. IQ. cor mundum Wo. Qc. 

P- 39 

A Poetn, 2 . r 

The Folly and Miſchief of Sin. | 

 S Self- Denial (»ot finiſhed) Pg 
otives to Watchfulneſs, in reference to 

- Good and Evil Angels, p. 67 


Of Moderation'of the Aﬀedtions, »p. 70 
+. Of Worldly Hope, and ExpeQation, p. 8x" 
F Upon Heb. XIIL 14. We have here no con- 


tinuing City, þ. 87 
* Of Contentedneſs and Patience, fe 95 
+ Of Moderation of Anger, P 99 


APreparative againft AiMtions, Þþ. 103 
Of Submiſſion, Prayer, and Thankſgiving, 


Of Prayer, and Thankſgiving, on len 
CXVI, 12. 149 


F Meditations upon the Lord's Prayer, x55 


I 3 A Paraphraſe upon the Lord's Prayer, 295 


AN 


20 
wa» Mal 


1N0Q UIRkY 


TOUCHING 


| rappinnss. . 


= NY. Man that! compares the Perfetian of 
the Humaie Nature with that of the: Anti- b. 
mal Nature, will eaſily find afar Te 

in-the former than-i inarte 124+ * -- 3 
For: t. "The ockiccf the former are: niore Sub- - ws 


4 | 4 
” CY _ 


| Noble.” 2. Phe vety- external Fabrick of the "2 
& -former.nucti more Beautiful and fuller of Majeſty than 3 
), FF -the latter: 3--The latter fſedins to: be in a' very great 
+ FF <meafire- ordained//in.q. Subferviency to the; /iÞrmer-: 
7 forthis Food, ſome for eloathing, ſome: tor; Uſe 


© and Service; ſome for Delight: 4. All the infetobr 
* - Animals feem to: be/placed under the Diſcipline;  Refi- | 
-anenr,” and Orderiof Mankind:z fo that he brings-themt "x 
_ or-themoſtof chem, under his order and Subje-s 7 


| es Iris therefore Juſt and Reaſonable for ns to oo, | k 
FT that if the ioferiour Animals have a kind of Felicity or a 

F mes attznding:their being, and ſuitable toit, that F 
/ mock moreMany:the'nobter being, ſhould nor-be deſti- 
Ser of: ag; wavy axending his being 3* and ſoi- 


” tis 


44 


barn pov rite that pe Mi, 
ber Groans ſhould pot vgly. have 


well as_Inferiour . Animals, but. he 


ced in ſome more Noble and excellent rank and ki 


ced. 


C 


. It is plain that rhe 4 eriour Animals have @ Hap- 


F f or Felicity | e 10 thetly Newt and3 Fa- 
rick; which as they exceelingly deſire, y do in 
a great meaſure Enjoy;: .namely, a ſenſible Good, an- 
ſwering their ſenſible Appetite. Every thing hath 


Organs and inſtruments anbrering) the Uſe and 
Convenience of. their Faculties z 0 he for their-Senſe 
and Local motiony and for theit.-F for: theit Ge- 
 neration of their kind : Every thing hath its peculiar 
. Inftints ard Connatural Artifices and Energies for the 
Exerciſes of their Organs, and Facultics for:their Pre- 
ſervation and Nouriſhment-: Every thing hath @- ſup- 


ply of. -External Objefts anſwering thoſe Faculties, De- / : 


it pla- 
than that wherein the Brutes have their Happineſs pla- : 


fires andInftinfts ; Meats 'proper for. their:{Nourtſh- 


.ment; Places proper for their Repoſe 3 Difference 'of 


Sexes in their ſeveral kinds anſwering their Procrea- }- 
:tive Appetite :: and moſt commonly-fuch- a. proporti- 


.on of Health and Integrity of Natate, as goes along to , 


that period of time for their-'duration';z and: im 


.default thereof they are forthe moſt part furniſhed with i 


1 odd 


Medicines naturally provided for them, which they na- 3 
rturally know. and uſe, ;ſo that they ſeem: to: want -no- F 


-thing thar is-neceſſary to the Complement:of aSenſible . 


Felicity. 


_ Iris trae, they are in great Meafure :Subjefted 10 Þ 
' the Dominion of Mankind,« which is ſometimes over ife- Þ 
- verely-exerciſed,/burt- then they have the Benefit 'of Þ 
- + Supplies from'«them,;::Proteftion under. them, and;if 
- they-meex not-with [Maſters : more-unreaſonable -chan 


themſelves they find Moderation from them.: They Þ 1 


- are alfe: expoſed t9' Rapint one from-anorbtr;the weaker. Y 
-Beaſts;;Biridsand#ilbes, being commonly. the-Prey! a YZ 
the Þ# 
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Bone. mquns bd they are com" 


endued” " Nimbleneſs, 7; 5. de Opife« 
Artifices or Shifts to'avoid their Ad-: NS | 
verſaries.. But be theſe what Abatements of their Sens 
ſible Happineſs may be, *yet they have certain Negative 
Advantages that conduce very much to their Happineſs, 4 
or at leaſt remove very guch-of what might abate it, 4 
and thereby render their Fraition more free and perfect : 
and uninterrupted ; for inſtance, they ſeem ro have no 7 
Anticipations'vr Fear of Death as a'common Evil inci- 
dent'to their nature : They have no anticipations of 
KF #&<angerstill they immediately preſent themſelves unto 
r #F them > They have no great ſeniſe-or apprehenſions of 
e FF avy thing better than what art preſent they enjoy : They 
e- #F are not under the Obligation of any Law, or under-the 
»- &  Senſeof any ſuch thing, and conſequently the Sincere- 
e- # ncfof whatthey enjoy, notinterrapted by the ſtrokes 
h- & of Conſcience under a Senſe of deviation from Daty, 
of &F or Guilt. | 
a- F-  5- It is therefore plain, that if the. Fiwmane Body 


" 


ti» have no greater or better Happineſs than what'is - ac- E 
to & \commodate only to a Senſible Nature, they have! no 3 
im FF greater /Happineſs'than the Beaſts have, which is nor 2» 
ith W Teaſonably-to be ſuppoſed for a nature ſo far exceed- _ 


na- & ing them. | 
no- & - 6. Father yet, if Humane Nature were not under 
ble *' Capacity 'of a greater Happineſs that what is termina- 


'; F cedin Senfe,mankind were much more Unhappy than'the 
1 ro Þ baſeſt Animal; and the more. excellent the Humane 
ife- Þ Nature is/above the Beaſts, nay, the more exceilent any 
ti'of Þ one individual of the Humane kind were above /ano- 
4;-if Þ ther 5 the:more miſerable he were, aud the more; un- 


than Þ <apableof 'beirig in any meaſure happy : for the more 


They 8 Wiſe and $ any Manwere,: the more' he. muſt 
- meeds be /enſible of Death; whicti ſenſe would ſowre 
3 | B 2:00 -5 05:5: 24t 


neſs, Emyrineſs, Inſufficiency XY | 

5 ix exiden: tht a bool fot a VE 7 

Good than. a —_—— LS i 
Fool : could be the only. | 
ep SRI 1 


TE- 
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mm 


can never: eonmaniarna tr Man — degree; of | 
Happineſs with a; Beaſt, nor to a wiſe Man an | 

degree of Happineſs with a Fool, it remaing,t nult F 
needs in common reaſon. be ſame other ſubje& v 5 

the Happineſs of a Man, of a Wiſe man, muſt confiſt;”? 
that-it isnot barely Senfible Good. - 

-. 7: Allthe good things of this Life, they are. but: Sen» 1 
ſable. Goods, and therefore they cannot be the _— mat- 
.- ter of- that Happineſs which we may:reaſonably think 
 -delongs to the reaſonable. Mags as ſuch, the former | 

. will appear by. an induftion of particulars, which 1 

- ſhall purſue in order, with the particular: inſtances of 

their: inſufficiences to make up a true Happineſs wo 'phe ; 
reaſonable Nature,- as well as that m— 
are hut: ſenſible Gaods, and meerly 

[Senſible Life and Nature: | þ 
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Þ Hanis: and the! f e is evident, becauſe it is 
F poſlible'that Eife-ir ſelf may eng ng Ws thers may 
hide whe Coe | wx are: ved; eb 


F Iife-Grievous aiid- Borthenſome. Life may indent” x 
be: the Subjet-of Happineſs, when it hath all thoſe con-- I 

tr that concur co make jt-ſach”;bat Life alone, ' 
and oe hg be happineſs, . becauſe there may be ' 


a, ; #31 | 
- 2 Thoſe Boxa Corpori: or Compoſiti; the Goods bf” 
the Body, are nor ſafficient to make up-a ſuitable Hap- 4 
$0 the'/Reafonable Nature-; as Health, Strengib:;" 4 
| . for the Beaſts themſelves enjoy this; and for the' molt: 4 
4 phe Brutes enjoy a greater meaſure of theſe than: 
| Mankind : and beſides tilt, there is that which is like 
F. the Worm at the root of the Gourd, that ſpoils the I 
Happineſs [that muſt ariſe from it; -viz. Mortality F 
F. and Death which will certainly -pull- down this Ta-' be 
F bernacle;; | ahd-Man” hath/an unintermitted Pre-ap-! 
TT 1 fion of/ it, -which- ſowres the” very enjoyment” 
- 1t:felf And; this as hath"been ſaid, the' Beaſts ; 
3 that Periſh ' have a --Preheminence / over . Mankind; 4 
$ for--cbough -both are Mortal; -yet'the' Beaſt is: not = OY 
K under; that Pre-apprehenſion' of At'that Man inceſſantly 
- hath, whereby this Fruition- of that -Happineſs of 
{ Health is the more ſincere, and this Conſideration 
F muſt Tus through! all thoſe other Contribations -of 
* Senſible Goods, that. Hereafter follow. And is*for 
F Zeanty, the Happineſtithereof as it-is but fadinf and 
- empty,” ſo-the F That ir gives, is riot to th par 
t-hath it} but to others, unto whom perchance 
= Kmayic'a d 'and amiable SpeQtacle, but” yor _ 
to him-thar hath jr £ 3: 3.7% TLLAY 
+ 3. There-are a ſecondary ſort 'of ' Bodily” Goods, 
E namely, Pleaſures of the Senſes, as delightful 'Mears; 
*4, | B 3 Drinks, 
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6 An Tuquiry toyching Happinzſs." 

| Driaks,. Sights, : Muſick, ;ptcaſane Odors, and. other 
Gratificatiens of the: Senhtive Appetite;..or Luſt /a3 i 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of Revenge, the Laſt of 
Deſires: &c. Theſe | cannot make wp. a competent ! - 
Coping to the Humane Nature. .:. They. are but: 
Senfibie Goods, common to the Beaſts as well as Men, - 
2. Though they may be competent to .make vn.the.! 
Happineſs of- the Senſible Nature, yet they are not ſuch ; 
ta Reaſonable Nature: ; becauſe they are ſtill accompa- 
 niedwith a preſent concurring Senſe -of | Mortality, 
which imbitters their very Enjoyments | and renders 
them inſipid, if not bitter. 3. -The- wiſer the Man 
Is, .the leſs he values them, and conſequently areat beſt 
_ a Happineſs tp Fools, and ſuch as degenerate from the 
Nobleneſs of the Humane. Nature into the degree: 
: of Beaſts by ſetting an Over value upon them. Again, 
4. They are tranſient,. and the Happineſs of them':is 
only before theſe Enjoyments ; when they are enjoyed: 
to Satiety, they loſe their Uſe and Valne. 5. Theſe: 
placentsa ſenſm, eſpecially of; the Senſual Appetite, are 
not. for their own ſakes, but\in order: to ſomething 
elſe, viz... To envite-and excite the Appetite  in_or>: 
der to-the Preſervation of | the Individual, or the ſpe-: 
£265; and therefore,.cannotbe in themſelves in Relation 
 tqaReaſonable Nature any. Happineſs: : ſince + they: ter-: 

minare in ſomething elſe. ., [A136 


>.,4, Thoſe Bona Fortang, as Wealth, Honour, Power: 

cannot at-.all ' pretend -to make Up :a, Happineſs for 
the. Reaſonable: Nature ; for: :though in - truth:.we 
do.not find ſa eminently, in -the animal Nature, :any 
ſuch thing as Wealth or Honour,: but only; ſomewhat 
 analogal to it, as in Ants and Bees 3; yet theſe .are:. of 
a far inferiour Nature to the Bona Corporis, whether. 
Health ac Pleaſure : for they are in their- true Uſe 
only in arder to them. The primary: Corporal Good 
a | is 


f is-Health, and. 


_ viz. to -convenient;Store: and Provigjon for the 


to 'that;End-1z:;and without 'that reſpet.. they are 


= EW orb ego ir 


| up their common :;Happinels.' . 2. In the froition of 
all 


Happineſs.:..For, 3. They. are the common. mark. of 
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being:::next.to-that, and-indeed'in order-w--3f4 are; 
the Refreſhments:and 'Su by Eating ;and:Drink-- 


ing. Weelrb-again isSubſervient and in order to that, 


Supply: of the Exigences of: Nature and; preſerving, 
the- individual - what is more than Neceſlary for 
that, + is: \aperfiuous; yajn,.'and. unneceflary,; Power 
again..-is'-only , deſirable ;to : ſecure -thofe- Proviſions» 
from 7 45 rag nm that ig | aribeſs 
are fo.far-from-ma yp. a Happineſs, -,that.. the 

are only::Proviſional and Fo Order to , thoſe Coods 
of -the Body, which- are: before ſhewn, incompetent 


vain and; impertinent things.. - But beſides this, there - 
are certain--Specifical Deftefts that accompany theſe C3 
Goods, :;that render them utterly uncapable of making 4 
up:a. Happineſs to Mankind :- 1. It.is impoſlible. they 
can be 8s large as the Hymane Nature ; becauſe unleſs 
there were dome Poor, -none-could be Rich; ualeſs 
ſome were::ynder, there; could be none in Power ; I 
if all were; equal in Wealth and Power, there - could as 
be. noJuth thing 2s Wealth or Power :,. and conſe- 7 
quently ones 4 yrnns neſs in thole who are 
Rich-or:Powerfyl, woutd-rexclude the greateſt part of 
Mankind /-from- any ſhare; in-that which muſt make 


Wealth, ;: Honour 'and.,. Power, beſides the com- 
mon fatei.of Mortality,// which imbitters; their very 
Enjoyment, there is annexed a certain peculiar In- 5 
felicity that renders them uncapable of making up a + 


Covetouſneſs,. Envy, Ambition, and neceſlity, which 
moſt ordinarily render Rich, and Powerful, and Great, 
Men leſs ſafe than others,-:and ordinarily .they ftand | 
tottering dangerouſly,” and abject to fall. | 2. There 
| 4 


Is 


49 5 4 


$. Beſides theſe Senſible Goods row wb 
two- ſorts: of 6904s - ohiter ' om d vane 57m, 
of, - which ' of rs CN Bog toths ti 
the - Good: 'Q cem, 
with- hance the Þ. aha 
ſome- £0 - have: fomorhing! arial 
this cannot-at- all makeiup a" Dlppreſ ood. Hu- 
mane- Nature-: 1. Betayf&'it''is' not! accommodate 
to al} Uſes'and Exigents*'?' Louder” Hlulges, 2. 
Becauſe” it reſides not”in” the” Party', 14hus'!in thoſe 
who giveit; a man-may: have a: Lt eſter with 
others, and-alow eftedm- of 'himfſelf-+ 2,1It is of alb 
others the ne Geferrtly giv, 1 nr Poſleſſion'y rote 
that - perchance V ve- 
refine "ie 2+ 2-world Fe fiſts Hr Fre ee 
' @ falſe Report; Envy; np oceri wang 0 fed | 
in- any"ofe" Attion : "the Irhiſ interpretation. of 'the 
Baperior or the Vulgar; mayyuite- overturn -thegreae- 
eſt, and perchance moſt deſerved” Reputation; - and 
retider- a Man more deſpiſed-and| contemptible” than he 
was before eminent. or'eſtectied  'he'that borroms his - 
Happineſs upon ſoch an - ſtable c_ —_— the 


, - Wind, © ava 


9- Bnt' yet there PLE (certain Fon" "nin 
which are competible' £o''Min ,, but not-u6- Beaſts, 
which are of two-kinds,/ according 't6 the-twogreat 
Faculties in Mari, "his Underſtanding and -' Will : 


VE Knowledge, and mo 


Thit. vi reaſonably £ : 
and al to the linmane: Nature : Fir 
| fore | fanyymprantnr there are: theſe kg 
tences in” 4 


Knowledge: is very W210 
the Objedt of it:; What we. know is the leaſt 
we | know not : | Though: we daily 


we. mee, 


ſpree | 
with things.natural, even with the Frathe .of 
Bodies; we'ſcarce know. theinature or cauſe 
tion of any. one.Nerve or: Muſcle. 2. Even 
-we' think we :know;' our 
Dark and Uncertain; and) from theſe ariſcth ;-' 56 
Thar our : increaſe in' Knowledge is )our! increaſe 
Sorrow:and Troable: Froudle' to atrairy ichrat little 
Knowledge we have; arid /Sorrow in that  we-aes 
quire n0''more; 4. The: -whole 'Sclieme of Knows 
ledge: we attain, for the moſt part ſerves only the 


"what: kind off happineſs can: that”! be; which while 
we- are attaining, we-cannat ſecure 'tobe of. any long 
or certain continuance,” and vaniſheth, or'proves' ut- 
terlp unufeful when wedie:? of whar'ufe will then the 
knowledge of Municipat Laws, of Hiſftory;of Natural 
Philoſophy, of Policicks, - of Mathematicks,- be in-the 
next World; :althougts car Souls:ſarvive us 
- As to the 2. Namely Aforal Firmes'; :-It' is tracy 
Aviffoile, 1.' Ethicor, cap. 9. Tells us that: Happineſs; 
or - Blefledneſs' is the Exercife or Operation of the 
Reaſaraible Soul;, according to -thes beſt! and moſt 
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ws | perfedidVirtue, i» vita perfetta, in 'a perfelt Life 3 

's, Bur lie tells not what that Log perfelle 18, hor where 

at nw found; and yer wittiour it there is no Happis.  ' 
I y EITY L v-1:t3 ; 
ch But even this exerciſe of. Virtue ( though much 

{e | EP more 
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1 4, An Inquiry touching Happineſs. 
more noble than the bare'habit of V - which is but 
in order to :Aftion or. Exerciſe ) if confideted-fingly 
and apart, and -abſtraCtively from the reward of it, 
is not enough | to: conftitute a' Happineſs Tuitable to 
the Humane: Nature. '-1. The: Aions. of - Vertue 
for the moſt part reſpe& the. good and benefits of .0- 
thers more than- of the Party: that  exerciſcth 'them, 
as Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Charity, Liberality, For- 
titude'z and- principally ( if: not only ): Religion , 
Temperance, Patience, and RO are thoſe 
Vertues that advantage the. Party- himſelf ;: the reſt 
moſt reſpeft the . good | of others: 2. We: find 
it too often true, that-moſt good men have the- leaſt 
ſhare of the Comforts and Conyeniences of this Life, 
' but are expoſed.;( many times: even = the account 
of their very Vertues,) to. Poverty, Want, Reproach, 
Neglect, fo that their very Vertues are occaſions 
oftentimes of ſuch Calamities which muſt needs 
abate the Perfetion of Life, which is a_neceſlary in- 
gredient into Happineſs. 3.But-if their Life: be not 
rendred fgrieyous upon the .account of. their Vertues, 
et they are not thereby privileged from ;many . Ca- 
ities,” which render their lives unhappy, atid often- 
times render them uncapable.of the exerciſe of; thoſe 
Vertues, which muſt take up their Happineſs :  po- 
verty diſables them from atts of Liberality ; Neglect 
. and Scorn by great Men and Governours renders them 
vacapable .of :a&s. of diſtributive Juſtice; Sickneſs 
and tormenting . bodily Diſeaſes many times attack 
them, and: render their Lives miſerable, and many 
times diſables. even their very Intellequalsg) and 
to theſe diſaſters they are at leaſt equally-liablegvith - 
others z':and; if all theſe Calamities were-abſent , 
yet there are two ſtates of Life, - which they muſt ne- 
ceſlarily go through, if they live, that ina great mea- 
fizze renders them neceſſarily vncapable of theſe a&ti- 
| ons 


WH. 
"I EE OS 
4 hs *. Pe = 
$4, "+ LS 
<7 F 
. « 


Ss W,0 WW. SS 


am xa ww Www OF TOW 4 V 


4- 


4 w FO? 


[0 Wo: T '* w 


wv Lb FRONT, O11 


"Fe IEF a "FC a+ « 
MELSS 1 #97 .- ot A A 7 bx" Kt : S284. ext 
ett " ; #4 + *y” CEO POR ARK? © DUTT IS tt % _” 


| An Tuquiry touching” Happineſs. , wr JL 
ons of. Vertue, '-namely, - the Paſſions” and Perturbati-': 
ons+of Youth ,i-and :the decays and infirmiries” of 
Old/Age.. 4. The higheſt 'Good artainable by the 
exercile' of Vertue in the Party himſelf, is Tranquil» 
lity-of Mint; and indeed it is a noble -and excellent 
Portion; but'as* the'caſe ſtands with-us in this : Life, 
( without a farther 'proſpeft to-a"Life to come;:Y 
even ſuch a Tranquillity of Mind is nor perfectly 
attainable by us, and hath certain appendances' to 
it; that abate that fſincereneſs of Happineſs, - that is 
requireable in it, to compleat the' 'Happineſs of '' the: 
Humane Nature : And theſe are principally theſe two- 
1... The neceſlity 'that we are nnder (conſidering 
the weakneſs of our Nature )) by oor daily Failings, 


Errors and Sins, to turn aſide fromithe 'perfect Rule 


of ” Vertue ; whereby we are under /'a kind of Moral 
Neceflity of violating or COS Tranquillity 
of Mind; ſo that it ſeems in it ſelf morally impoſlible 
either fully to: attain; or conſtantly and uniformly to 
hold that tranquillity of Mind. -'2: Still Mortality, 
Death, and the Grave terminate this Felicity, if 
it only reſpect this Life ; and the fear and pre-appre- 
kenſipn of ſuch'a' termination ſowres and allays- even 
that' Felicity, which Tranquility of Mind otherwiſe 
offers : This: fear and anticipationciof dearh ,'(as'the 
Apoſtle fays, Heb.2. ) detains Men Captive all:the 
days cf their life, and in a-great:meaſure breaks that 
Tranquillity of Mind,:which is'the conſtituent: of: this 
Happineſs. Again, though Vertue, and Verttious 
AQ'ons have. h:d-their Elogia by excellent Philoſo- 


 Phers, Orators, Poets, and we-are-:told 'by them, that 


Si Virtus. oculis cerneretur, it, would: appear the moſt 
beautiful thing in; the World; yer it hath had” but 
few followers in rEſpeCt of the reſt of the World ; 
and poſlib!ly would find a - much colder entertain- 

ment 


rene, en age overtake vs. | 


© And hetice-it js;/that in all 2pes wiſe Rulers and Go: 
vernours: have annexed ſenſible Rewards and Honour, . 
and ſuwh things ax have a lively and quick reliſh *righ: 
- And hence it- 4s; that the moſt wiſe 'God Liartig 
hari. inot at Virtue and: Gaoditeſs' to; the: 
Chaidren of Men! ſingly: as its own and: only Reward; 
bur hath alſo promiſed and: really; and: efteRually. pro- 
vided: a Recompenceof Reward for it, that Happi 
which-4 have been all-this while in queſt atter hath 
made Virtue and Goodneſs the yway;'the : methad- to 
artain that Happineſs, Irhilch w'in trich checndof it. 
23 Mit £13 918mm: mt 
. -Ypowthe mhole-nettet therefore. conclude; that 
the Heppineſs of Mankind: is not:to be found-ig this 
Life: but: it-is's flower 'that igrowg imche Garden of 
Ecernity, and/£0obe.expetted: only; in; 'its full: com-) 
Planieavand fruiridh in; that Life which is- to: ſucceed 
afrer ovr- bodily diflotution =: ''that although Peace of 
re ebay villity of Mind, and-the Sepſe ;of 
.._ theFavour of d;-that' we enjayin' this Life,/like 
| th&bitaches of Grapes. brought. by the Spe "From 
Canaan, ate (the prebotings and-anticipations ofioor 
: ineſs; yer; the' Complement of: our Happineſs 
oufiltslin! the Beatificdl: Viſion of' the ever Bleſſed 
Choy all/; Eternity 5:where there (13; a-vite pers 
prey -apcrfeQ-Life''tnee from Pain; from Sor cots 
rom 
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OF THE 


Click End of Man, what it is. 


AND 
: The Means to attain it. 


Theſis 1. 


7 he Chief End of Man, is to Glorifie God, © 4 
Land ny to enjoy him. b 


HEN wecome to any reaſonable mea- 
ſure of underſtanding, the firſt que- */ 
ſtion we propound concerning the 
ations of our ſelves or others, is to 
enquire concerning the.End, why this or that is done : 
| the propanding ef an end to what we do, is one. © 
| thing that gives us reaſonable Creatures a rivilege K 
# . above the Beaſts ; And the wiſer we grow, more * 
-we enquire after, and propound to our ſelves more - 
excellent Ends, and of the more. Concernment. 
| © Theend which moſt concerns us to enquire after, 
- _ -1n the end oF eur Being, ' why, or _ » end we, 
 « were made: for as that is the thing of the greateſt 
-, moment to us, ſo the ignorance or mi ke therein 1 is of 
| . the greateſt danger. 
5» "Now touching his End of Man, we muſt know 


t, Th 


_ 


of 
= 
F.0" R 
- 
4 Te T 
SS 
Y 
- 
ff 


\ 


. * | "and Pleaſures -\therefire'there” is Tome 
' » » 0 : . : 4 ' 


| Of the Chief End - 
4 Fl 
z 
1. That in al wiſe workers that a& by deliberation 


®; 


and choice, the appointment of the end of any work 
belongs to him that makes it. - OE tony 

2. In as much therefore as Mankind is in its Original 
the P— - _ ps it belongs to vim 
to.;Appdint-.thie end of .his. own Workmanfſhip ;:and\o 

bil it muſt be inquired. ears 196-4} roragec na 

3. That in as much as. God is the wiſeſt work- 

er, and in as much as Mankind is a piece of excellent 
Worwmanſhip: it becomes the Wiſdpm of; God, as to 

' appoint Man to' atr end of his own deſigning, ſo to 
appoint him to an end anſwerable to-the excellency of 
the Work; an-end-as much above other Creatures,- as 
Man exceeds them in worth and, excellency. 

So that certainly Man is ordained by God toanEnd, 
and+o an excellent End, beyond the candition.of other 
-Inferiour Creatures; for we fee them al appointed for 
the uſe and ſerviceof May; 46 feed and:clpath and heal 
and delight him. DES P38 

What therefore is common to the Beaſts as well as 
"Man, catinot”be the End' of Man. The Beaſts Ear, 
and Drink, and Live and Propagate their kind with 
=$s mach delight,” and much 'more 'Contentment: : 
"Man: they are-free from Cares and from Fears, 

' Which Man is not, and - though they die; fox : 
"Man alſo ; therefore to live, and Eat, and Dri © | 
' perpetuate their kind , | is too! low: an end for; Man. F 

© And if ſo, mm more is it: below hin to'make 
Wealth, an4" Honour, and power his End - For they | 
are bur in orderito/his temporal Life here, either to | 

- Provide for ir,” orito fecure'fx-: An es thatythey | 
.' carindt anſwer the Deſires 'and' Continance 'of an lm- | 
- mortal pal tag _ qc rw And thence 
**grows the Wearineſs. and Vexation and Unquietnefs, 

' and Reſtleſneſs of Man, in the midfFeÞ all' Wealth, 


other. 
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Y [ ether End, to which Man! was appointed: -Whictris, 

- 1, 1n reference to God.: / To glorifie bim, . 2. inrefe>' 

rence to-Man z-an everlaſting enjoyment of God. . 

: 89 Fi «yy two things are conſiderable; | 
1; Wibat it #s for Maw:to glorific God. 4 4} 

1. Fhereisa Glorifyiog of God, common: to: all 

'- the Works of God, in as much as they all bear 'inthem 

be 3 the viſible footſteps of the Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 


nt neſs of God. Thus the: Sun and Heayens. glorifie- 
to | God, #fal. 19.. 2. There-isa gloriiying of Ged pro- 
to F perly.belonging to lucellectuzl Creatures, Angels; and; 
of Men. | | | Mt 
as 3 © 1+ In bis Underſtanding whereby he learns toiknow 
God in his Word; and in his Works, his. Power, 
d, | Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Truth ; and with.his heart 
er | admires, andwith his Tongue-praifeth him. . 
or #. 2: In his Will; whereby he ſubmits to-him; Wor» 
al K ſhips, Fears him, and inthe courſe of his. life Obeys 
. F him, whereby he acknowledgeth his Soveraignty, and' 
as 3 fubmits toit, P/al. 50. 23. He that offereth Praiſe, 
at, # glorificth him, and to him that ordereth hts converſation 
ith # right, will [ſhew the Salvation of God, Both theſe are: 


jan F imperfectly done here, bur ſhall be perfectly done in 
rs, | thelife to-come. 
ah | Ld, Why the Glorifying of God is made the Chief End 
WE n. | 
ww FF - 2. Itis the Chief End that. God propoſed in all his 
ke | Works of Creatior, Prov. 16. 4 He made all things 
hey | far iayelf z that © x own Glory : In his Works 
to | of Preſervation and®Providence, P/al. 50. 15. Cal 
hey |} . #2 me in the day of -rrouble, 1 will deliver thee, and thow 
Im- | Jpalt :Glorifie: me, In bis Works of Redemption, 
nce | FEpheſ. 1; 6. , To the praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, 
efs. | Thereby be hath made ns accepred in the beloved: In his 
 þ Workof SanQiification, 2atrh. 5. 16. That mm ſeeing 
your good Works, may glorifie We" Father which is in Heaven. 
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g 2:4 is but joſt it ſhould be the chief*End of Man» * 4k 


to glorifie God; becauſe iris a molt reaſonable Tribute 
to pay to bim, for all his Merties and Goodneſs: From 
him we receive our Being, and all the Bleſſings of ir, _ 
and it is but juſt, of God to require, and for Man to 
perform, the due acknowledgment of the Goodneſs of 
that God;z/from” whom he receives them, which is his 
Glorifying of *God. 21% 
'2. Toenjoy God for ever; © 
1.” Two things are to be explained. 1. What it is 
— _— God. 2. Why this is parc of the Chief end of 
Cr n \ » 


-1.'To enjoy God, is either, 1. In this Life, which 
is to have peace with God, aſſurance of Reconcilia- 
tion with him ; for then'we'have Peace with our ſelves, 
Contentment and quietneſs of Soul, Acceſs to hin as 
to our Father for allwe want;and hope and aſſurance of 
Everlaſting Life, which will make the Comforts of our 
Life ſafe, andthe affliftions thereof eaſie, and the-End 
and Diſſolution thereof Comfortable. 2. In tbe Life t6 
come, the fulneſs of fruition of the Knowledge, Good- 
neſs, Glory and Preſence'of God, according to the ut- 
termoſt meaſure'and capacity of our Faculties, which 
in the Reſurrection ſhall be great znd capacious ; and 
this is called the Beatifical Viſon. 

2. Why this is part of the Chief End of Man ? Be- 
cauſe this is the Happineſs 'and Bleſſedneſs of Man 
to enjoy God; and nothing beſide can make bim Happy, 
which . appears, 1. In all oye er withour 
the enjoyment .of God, there 1s great deal of Fani- 
ty and Emptineſs, whether in Pleaſures, ' or Profits, - 
or worldly Advantages : Men expect great matters 
from them, but after a little enjoyment: of them, 
they are weary and find themſelves. diſappointed, and 
that there is not that comfort in them that they 
| \ i hs f 54 expected; 
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ted ; and thenthey travel:to ſome other worldly 
enjoymenr,-and: there they find the like. This theres 

_ fore cannor afford Man his Happineſs. = 


; -*2, In all other Enjoyments without God, there 
 1s.2 great deal of Yexation. and. Trouble, The Cares, - 
' and Fears, 2nd. Sorrows, and. Diſappointments, that 
we- meet with in the Enjoyment of them, doth out» 
weigh all the Contentment and Benefit that we receive 
wh zem'; and therefore this cannot be our Happis - 
neſs. Dy oa 
3. Alt other Enjoyments without-God have their Exd þ.. 
' and Te: m : ſometimes we over-live them ; the Pleaſures 
and Contentment of Youth leave us when we are old : 
d. ſontetimes we ſee our Riches, our Health, our 
Earthly Comforts taken from ns ; but if nor yet when 
we die, we-leave them, and yet our Souls continue 


. 
0 


| after Death ; and our Bodies and Souls continug 
= after our ReſurreCtion for ever, The enjoyments there- 
fore of this Life, cannot be our Happineſs ; but that 
: X Happineſs which continuzs as long as we continue z 
. hich is the enjoyment of the Favour, Love, and Pre- 
1 , fence of God for eyer. 
1 "Now , put both together. The Glotifying of God, ' 
ws 7 and' the - enjoyment of him ſor ' ever, is the Happi- 
"WF neſsand Bleſſedneſs of Man, the Chief End for which 
> + he was made. Such is the Goodneſs and Bounty 


'God ,, that he' doth not only enjoin Man his 

F Duty to Glorifie him, but alſo joins with it Man's 
. s Z Paphioeſ to enjoy him for ever :- He that obſerves 
\ 4 - theformer, ſhall be ſure not to miſs of the latter * 
4 © ln the nie Path and Tratt which leads us to Glorifie 

© God, which is our Duty, we are ſure . to meet * with 
+. Our enjoyment of him, which is our everlaſting Hap- "> 
| pineſs and Bleſſedneſs : And the buſineſs of the - true 9 
_ EM C 2 Þ. Religion + 3 
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20 Of the Chief End 
Religion revealed in the Scriprures, is to lead "us to 
that Duty, and to that Happineſs which is the Chief 
end of man ; He that wants this, will be miſerable 
in the midſt of all worldly enjoyments z and he that 
attains this, his Comforts here ſhall be Bleſſed, his - 
Crolles Sanctified; -and' his' Death a- Gate to let him 
ney a moſt Bleſſed and glorious and everlaſting 


"= 


FD Theſis I . -:: -; | 

The Scriptures of both Teſtaments are the onl ly per- 
ont Rule for Man's attaining his Chief 
End. 


This is the end, why man was made, and which 
| he ought principally to attend and look. after ; . but 
becauſe to the attaining of the end, it is neceſſary 
that che due means of attaining thereof be known and 
uſed: And becauſe, as Almighty God, . the maker of 
man, is he. that alone muſt deſign the end of his own 
Work, fo likewiſe it belongs to him alone to chuſe 
and appoint and order the means belonging to that 
end ; therefore, as he is not wanting to us in appoint- 
ing a Fit and bleſſed End.to mankind, ſa neither is, he 
wanting in deſigning and diſcovering. unto Mankind 
the means of attaining to that End. 

This means is called a Rule, a fixed and ſetled* di- 
reftion, teaching and ſhewing us what is to be known, 
and what to be done arid avoided, in order tc 'that 
end. Beaſts follow inſtinfts of Nature in their 2ftions: 
But Man, that is -indued with higher facultzes and 
ordered to a better end, is to. be direQted to. that 
End by a Rule given by that God, who hatl-appointed 
his End. This Rule therefore that mnſt gyide Man to | 
his great End of his Creation, requsres, | 

1, That it be a Rule given by Goa himſelf : "For 

| as 
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| _ 
__—O_ of 'Mankind, ſo he alone muſt 

oint th 5 pee of attaining it ; and therefore the 
overy thereof muſt come from him. | 


£ 
* 4 


2 Thatit be a Certain Rale, in reſpetof the great. 


"Conſequence thar depends apon ir, Man's Everlaſting 


Happineſs. | 


"3, That it be 2 fixed and ſtyled Rule ; for Mankind 


is apr to Rrapgle and wander, full of vain Imaginati- 
ons,which,were not the Rule fixed and ſtable, -would 
corrupt and diſorder it. | 


-- "4" Aplajn and eaſie Rule ; becauſe it concerns all Men, 
as well the unſearned and weak,as the wiſe andlearhed,; 


their contetitment is equal, and therefore the Rule,that 
rends to that common Concernment, is fit to be plain 

Since it is neceſſary therefore that there ſhonld be a 
Rule, and ſuch'a Rule, we are to conlider whether 
God hath offered ſuch a Rule, and what it is, which is 


fet down in theſe three particulars. 


'7; Fhat God hath given hisown Word to be this 


Rule. 


2. That the Scriptures of the 014 and New - Teft4- 


ment, arethat Word of God. 


\3- That thoſeScriptures are the Rul*, and the only 
Role,” whereby Man may attain his Chief End. 
"1, That God hath given us his own Word to be 


this Rule. And this, as before appears, was neceſſary 
chat the Direction to our Chief End ſhoald come from 


2. The Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament,are 


' the Word of God : . 


Hereto is to be obſerved, 1. What thoſe Scriptures 


"are. ' 1. Theyare the Canonical Books of the Old and 
' New' Teſtament, excluding the Books commonly cal- 
"Jed Apocryphn. Theſe were written in ſeveral Apes. 

by holy Men inſpired by =o Spirit of God. '2 Tix: 3. 
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'x6,-, Some parts thereof, - as, the /Fiye Books. of Moſs. 
above.,tbree Thouſand five Hundred years RF 
that of the New. Teſtament above.; ape. Thouland . Ty: « 
Hundred Years ſince. Abd . Almighty God who bath -: 
had a moſt ſpecial Care of the Eyerlaſting Good | of 
Mankind, hath by a wonderful ' Providence hitherto 
preſerved them uncorrupted, . and-hath diſperſed them -: 
over all Nations in their ſeveral Languages,that- as the 
common Salvation concerned. all Men, £ the- means 
- attaining it, might be likewiſe .common- to. all 
EN. te 236 TG 
26 Why the Divine Prowidence hath ordered it fo be. 
into Writing? It is true, in the. firſt Ages . of. the 
World, till the time of Moſes, which was: near three 
Thouſand five hundred years, the Will of God ;was 
not putinto Writing, but was delivered over by. word 
of Mouth, From Father to Son. - And. this was the 
direftion that Men had to. know and. to obey. God. 
I, Becauſe in thoſe ancient. Ages of the World, Mgn 
lived long: For Adam _ the firſt . Man, \ lived above 
twenty Years after Merhuſalem,' the eighth from Adarr, 
wag born ; and Merhuſalem lived almoſt. an hundred 
years after Sem was born ; and Sem lived above ſixty 
years gfter 1/aac was born.. So that in theſe three Men, 
Adam, Methuſalem, and Sem, all the Truths of God for 
.above-two Thouſand years were preſeryed and deli- 
.vered . over.. 2. Becauſe the ſelect, Churches of « 
were. preſerved in Families, and were -not;"National ; 
. andſo the knowledge of the true God kept in a ſmaller - 
But when after the Ages of Men were ſhorter, and | 
, when the..Church of God: grew to be National, as it | 
was. after.the Jews came .,out . of . Egypr,; then | LY 
himſelf. wrote his Law .in Tables of Stone, -and Adoſes |. 
wrote his-Five:Books - and. then from that time for- 
ward, the Sacred Hiſtories and Prophecigs under ty 
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New Teſtament, |; was: committed to writing for p theſe 


Reaſons principally. 


x.” Thar they might be the better preſerved from he- 


ing loſt 'or forgotten. - 


. 2. That" they might be the better' preſeryed” from 
being corrupted : For that which is' delivered only 
by word of \mouth, is many times varied arid hanged 
in the ſecond or third hand. | | 


3.” That it might be the better diſperſed and com- | 


municated 'to all Mankind. And this was done in 
the Old Teftament, by Tranſlations "of it into Greek, 
about two handred years before Chriſt, and diſperſing 
it intoa great part of the World: 'And ' aftet”Chriſt's 
time, ' both _ the Old and New -Teſtamiene 'Tranſlated 
into ſeveral Languages, and ſince diſperſed '6yer' the 


World; which'conld not have-been ſo well done; had - 
| ; 


it not been at firſt in writing. 15, 9, 3810 20 
Thus the Wiſdom and Providence of God:provi 
for the exigence of all times moſt wiſely and'exeelfemt- 
ly : And having preſerved part of this precious Jewel, 
the Old Tefament, for the molt part; within: the'/Toim: 
mon-wealth of the Jews, till it was broken,” abont the 
time of Chriſt, by the Romans, hath now deliveredH 
to all Mankind.” 't 572 ,v100 
3. It is to be inquired, What TONS of 
evidence we bave” ro" prove thoſe *” Which' the Author harh 
Writings to be the'Word of God." elſewhere ' more” largely 
Andomitting many others; we + conſidered. 4 
infiſt upon theſe principally. 12 


- 1: In'the Writings of Men, eſpecially when writ- - 
' - ten by ſeveral Men +at ſeveral times; their 'Writno 


do ſeldom or never agree, © but differ and croſs-one>a- 


- .” nother. | And the-reaſon is, becauſe they are written by 


ſeve-al Men, who are all-guided+by | ſeveral Minds 


- and jadgments. | But the Scriptures;thongh writtewby 


C 4 ſeveral 
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—_ Of the Chief End 
 - .ſereralMep in ſeveral Ages, many / unacquaintediwich 
pg mt th Writings, yet they all confencand Jpeak, 
the ſame Truth ; which is an Evidence that it was one 
_ andthe ame Spirit thar did diftate them. | 
\ 2, It is not poſſible for any Man; withaut 'revela- 
tion from God, to-foretel 'things to 'come. Now, 
.theſcthaly, Writings forctold. things that 'moft cerrainly 
came. #6 paſs (in tieir ſeveral Seaſohs, thoagh »wany 
Generations after the Praphecy written ; | 
"they were written by Inſpiration [from God. As :for 
Inſtance. the Babylonian Captivity, and the-Deliverance 
from: it. by Feremy ;; the. Perſian and Grecian Monarchy 
by Darze/ ; the 'Birth 'and Death: of Chriſt, the final 
.deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, and' diſperſion of 'the Jen «, 
'the Converſion of the Gemtiles, -by 1/aseb, and the zeſt 
of- the. Prophets. rr efrats | 
",-3-:The matter contained in theſe holy Writings. 
Is that of the greateſt importance ; the Will of Gad 
Lopcerning Man, the diſcovery of the: Creation of the 
_ World by, God ;: of aflurance of the Life to come'; of 
the, m<ais' of Peice between God and Mav.. Theſe 
arethiggs, of the higheſt-concernment in the World, 
yet things which: could never be diſcovered but by 
\God:himſelf'; and ſuch as-never any Writings of Men 
_ only, ever conld diſcover, or durſt pretend unto - The 
height,” and rarety, and-excellence,' and:weight of the 
matter, of th< ſe. Books do Evidence, that: they were the 
\Revelations of 'Gad" to Man, and iby\his providence 
committed to Writing, a' d 'delivered:: over to Man- 
kind, as the Rule to attain their Chief End. (14 
-1':3 As the Kule toiattaio our ghief End muſt cone 
From:God ;'and as the Striptures- of the Od and New 
Teftament are 'the word,of God ; ſo we ſay, That theſe 
\StrIptares are the Rule and” the only:Rule 'to attain our 
Chief End.' | Good Books. of other Men, +good  Eqv+ 
eetion , - good ''Sermons, | the determinations (of '#he = 
> x66 ; «2c -# -2 P i tw £1 T6 W + Church 
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Church are good helps ;: butthere is no-other Rule bur 
this. lt is. by. this Rule we muſt try other Mens Books 


- --and Sexmons, yea the very Church ir ſelf. Thus the 


Bereans tried the Dottrine of the Apoſtles themſelves 
by the Scriptures which they then had,and are commen- 
ded for it, 2A#. 17. 11; And Peter prefers the evidence 
of the Scriptures before a-voice from Heaven, 2 Per. 1. 
18, 19. And-Chriſt himſelf appeals to the Scriptures 


to juſtifie himſelf and his DoCtrine, Job. 6. 39 And if the 


Scriptures-be the only Rule, | 
1-Fben-not a Natural Conſcience; eſpecially as the 
Gaſe now ſtands with Mankind -; for that is many.ttmes 


- Corrupted and falſe principled, puts good for evil, and 


evil for good : It is, and may be a great help, guide, and 
direction, not a perfect Rule. 

2. Then not the Writings and Traditions of Men : 
God that appoints.the End, and Means muſt be the diſ- 
coverer of the Means of our Salvation. | 

3: Then not pretended Revelations;thoſe may be Mens 
Imzginations, or the DeviPs deluſions; to prevent and 
diſcover which, God hath ſet up this great and ſtand- 
ing Revelation .of his Scriptures. 

4- Then not the Church, for that may err, and it 
hath no-way to evidence it ſelf,but by the Scriptures, 
which are its Foundation. | | 

[The buſineſs of Man's Salvation is of that importance, 
and.the Wiſdom-of God ſo great,thatihe will not com- 
Mit fo weighty a. matter to: ſach uncertain Rules. as 
theſe, bur. bath: provided one of his own making, the 


Theſis W. 


{ The Principal Subjet of the Scriptures is what 


” 
N 


I | Ir ls the principal Subject of the Scriptures: 2: 


Man is to beljeve concerning God, and what duty 
;God requires of Man. 


Becauſe 
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Becauſe it is of the greateſt importance and \concgrn- 
ment, Eccleſ. 12. 13. Let us hear the conclufion of the | 
whole matter, Fear God and keep bis Comandments, for | 
this 5s the whole duty of Man. - Fear 'God, which -can- Y 
not be without the Knowledge of him; and keep his }_ 
Commandments, which contains his duty of Obedience 


to him.. 2. Becauſcalf the other Matters of the Scri- } 
have a kind of dependance upon, and connexion Þ}- 


_ with this-principal matter or ſubject. - 

But though this be the Principal Matter -or ſub- 
ze&t of the Scriptures, yet they alſo contain very ma- 
ny dther matters, that do very much” concern -us to | 
know and believe; as namely, What we are to' nh | 
derſtand concerning our ſelves, the State of our Crea- F- 
tion, the Fall of Man, the State wherein that Fall hath 

t all Mankind, the means -of our recovery ,- the 

ortality of the Soul, the ReſurreCtion, the diffe- 
rent eſtate of the good and; bad after death, the Hiſtory 
of the Church and Houſhold of God, from the Crea- 
tion of Man, till ſome thirty years after the ReſurreCti- 
on of Chriſt, and divers other and neceſſary Matters 
to be known both for our direCtion,-inſtruftion, and 
comfort. £ = 
." And as the Scriptures do principally teach the * 
Knowledge of God, and onr duty, as the principal 
fubjeft ;z ſo they do: principally teach it above other 
teachings or means. It is true, that the very Light 


of Nature doth teach us much of what is tobe known 


concerning God .and our duty to him - As namely, | 
that there is a God, and that there is but one God,that FF 


this God is the firſt Cauſe, and-alſo the preſerver ofall I 


things, That he is Eternal, without beginning or end, In- - 


Anite, Spiritual without ' mixture, moſt perfett ; and | 


therefore moſt free; moſt Powerful, muſt Holy, moſt : ; 


- Wiſe, moſt Juſt, moſt Bountiful and Merciful. - And. , , 


upon. all theſe Gronnds, the Light of Natbre teach- 
| eth, 


-by the things that are made, even his Eternal Power, and 
1d, ſo that they are withour Excuſe." And this * + 


; Works, of Creation and Providence. _2.. y ah 


of ſome Truths from Man to Man, which - - } 
and of ſome wiſe Men and Law= «© 
] ©) up y-the Providence of God, have beem 
delivered over to others, pon Far, 

reheminence of the Scriptures in their-inſtru- 


; duty to God, appears partly in thele conſiderations. _- 
"4.1." The Knowledge the Scriptures give in theſe | 
things, is more caſy to be.-attained ; becauſe. it ſets 
down theſe. Truths plainly, that the moſt ordinary ca- 
pacity may. underſtand : Whereas the knowledge .of 
'theſe things by the light of Nature, is more difficult, 
 - * requires muchobſervation and. induſtry, and. attenti- 
- on, deducing and drawing down one thing from ang- 
.ther, and ſo arriving at their Knowledge by . much 
.Pains and Study. ' _- -. ks | | 
-..,2. The knowledge. of theſe things delivered by the 
Scripture is much, more full and perfe, than that know- 


:ledge which can be attained by the Light of Nature, 


; - 2% APPears in theſe two reſpects. I. Thoſe things con- 
| *,Cerning God, , that the Light of Nature doth in ſome 


# meaſure diſcover, are more fully, compleatly and clear- 


F. ly diſcovered by the Light of the Scriptures. 2.- The 
#. . Scriptures do diſcover thoſe things concerning God, 
” . and his Works, and our ſelves, that were never diſcq- 


BF vered, nor indeed diſcoverable,by the Light of Natore, 


E "which as they are of greateſt importance agg * 
©. | | 0 
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E = '3: The Light of Nature is very uncertain and" eaſi- 
of 


corrupred, either by Luſts, or weakneſs, or variety 
imaginations. '' And trom hence - grew all the falſe 
gods, falſe” Worſhips and Idolatries, and iti 
among the Heathen, that were only led by the light of 
Nature;changing the Truth of God'into a Lye,and chan- 
ging-the Glory of the Incorruptible God into an Image 
made; like to'a_corruptible Man, Rom. 1; 23, 25. But 
e Light of the Scriptures is an wnchangeable,ſtable fixed 
4g9r,not adulterated, nor to be corrupted ; but though 
Mens. imaginations and fancies, be as unſtable as the 


| Waters,and thereby corrupt and pervert themſelves, yet 


the Light of the Seriptures continue firm and ſtable,un- 


' changeable in the ſucceſſions of thouſands of generations. 


| Now the things that the Scriptures thus principally teach, 
are two, in order to the two great Powers or Facub 
ties of Man. 1. In prder to his Underſtanding, what ' 


; Isto be believed;and to be believed principally touching 
# Sod: 2. Inorder to his will, or pradtical Faculty, 
| What God requires to be done. : 


As ing the Former, What is to be believed? 


- Behjeving, and Knowledge,and Opinion, differ in this. 
* 1. Knowledye is that whereby we certainly know a- 
+ Ny thing to be, or not to be by our Senſes,or Reaſon,or 
; Experience, f 


2. Opinion is a doubtful uncertain perſwaſion of 


' mind that any thing is or is not ; yet. not without a 
. mixture of doubting or diſtruſt. - 


3. Bebef is a certain perſwaſion of the trnth of any 


; *thing-upon the credit and authority of another. Now 
; if we be aſſured, that whatſoever God ſaith,is moſt cer- 
{ tainly troe; (as needs it muſt be, becauſe Truth is an 
- eſſential attribute of God) and if we be perſwaded 
+ forely,that theſe Scriptures are the Word of God,then 

F of neceſſity we muſt believe whatſoever Almighty 

+ Godin the- Scriptures reveals : And this is belief. So 


that 
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that the very ſame Truch t veg may ws | 0 
"for or Obſervation, ma þc nanny cli 
ed in the Wordof 
be believed, becauſe. TER in tho il 
"cannot be fully demonſtrated by nr ; 
A i che evjenraf 6 EE 
orld,” and ſo 1s the obje our Know 
ſame Truth, as revealed in the Scriptures, is to: he” bs- 
lieved,. and ſois the obje(t of our Faith.” Heb. 1 I, 
* Through Faith we wnder ſtand that the Worlds 1 ee fr 
the Word of God; that is, We do acknow 
ſcribe unto it as "true; becauſe God inthe Fiptares, 
which are his Word, hath revealed and difcovered i 
unto' us; bor ENS 5: 
And as touching thingsto be dons, 8 e.daty of: C 
requires of us, here is the 4s ctn 
mance of duties, by a Man belieying 
con Man. A Believer doth a 


Iiffer in Fo Recvap The Believ 
Word of God, tha: it ES otras SS 
to be -orcifal, as our Father who is in Heaven is merci 
ful; he believes it to be the Command of God, be be + 
doth it in obedience to that Commaud, and io itls.aj 
cepted of God ; but another Man many tinies doth” it © 
or may do it not upon the ſame account, but it ma 'be 4 
meerly vpon the inclioation ofhis natural temper or for. 
vain-glory-; and fo it is not fo much an a&t of. Obedi- © p © 
ence to God, as love to himſelf. And therefore in the © 
former, it is the Obedience of "gg in the ns 
 Attion of Narure. 
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ECCLES XI. x. 


Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
Touth, while the Evil Days come not, nor the 
' Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
. #0 Pleaſure i in them. 

T"” thing are Principally commended to us in this 
text. 1. A Dwty. enjoined, to Remember our 
Creator. - 

2. The principal Seaſon of that Duty, The days of our 


{ Touth. Which Seaſon is recommended for this Duty by 
. way of Preference above the evi! Days; not as if the 
| _ Remembring our Creator were utſeaſonable at any time z 
. but becauſe the time of our Youth is- more ſeaſonable 
| than that Evil time, or thoſe Evil Days, wherein we 
: 4 ſay, We have no Plcaſure in them. 


The Duty enjoined, is to Kemember our Creator, . 


| which i imports mo things. 1. To know our Creator. 


for we cannot remember what we have not ſome know- 


| ledge of. 
3% G: To remember him, often to call bim-to mind. 


. The former part of this Duty is- to kzow our 


be re, This is that which aged David recommend- 
3 <d to his young Son Solomon. 1 Chron. 28. 9. And:thou 


\ Solomot: my Son, Know thou the God of thy Father. And 


© we have Two excellent Books, wherein the ge of 
God is diſcovered to us ; the Book of his Works, the 
* Works of his Creation and Providence ; z andthe Book, 
Þv his Word, contained in the Scriptures of the O/d and 
| New Teſtament, wherein he is more fully, and. explicit- 


ly, 


& YO - F L s v4 j 


Ss 2a; yt TEM TIE ep. 7 CORP” 72 "BAG 
0s @@ Pm xls, OP 
”- - by, and plainly diſcovered unto us: -Fheſe Books we % 
are ofter-to read and conſfider.. And this is the chief 
Reaſon, why Underſtanding ang Reaſon is given. unto Þ 
Mankind, and not unto the Beaſts that periſh ; Namely, Þ 
that we might improve'ir to theattaining of the Know- 

ledge of Almighty God,in the due conſideration of the 
Works and. Word of God: And hereby.we learn his Eters # 
nity,hisInfiniteneſs,hisW iſdombisPower,hisGoodnels, . F. 
his-Jaſtice,Hhis Mercy,bis All-ſufficiercy,his Soveraignry, Þ 
hisProvidence,his Will, his Purpoſe concerning] ind, 
his Care of them, his Beneficerce towards them. cd 
the Nature of this Knowledge is not barely Speculative, 
but” it is:a knowledge that is: Operative ; thar Ct: 
our Nature ; that:conforms itto the Image of that 
we thus know ; that ſets 'Mankind in its due State and 
.Stration; keeps it in his juſt ſubordination unto-the God 
we thus know, which is our greateſt Perfection. : This 
Knowledge muſt neceſſarily; make vs love him, becauſe F' 
he is Good, Merciful,Bountiful, Beneficent ; and there- 
fore the ſe Man chuſeth to expreſs him by that Ti- 
tle of Crearor, from whom we receive our very'Being 
and all the good that can accc tpany'it. This. Know- WW; 
ledge teacheth us to be thankful umto him,asourgreateſt Þ. 
BenefaCtor ; to depend upon him, becauſe of his Pow» '- 
er and Goodneſs ; to fear;him, | becauſe of his Power 
and Juſtice ; toobey him, becauſe of his Power, Juſtice 'F 
and Soveraignty'z towalk before him in Sincerity, be- 
cauſe of his Power, Juſtice,and Wiſdom? In ſun;the ſe- WM 
veral Attributes of Almighty God to- ſtrike upon, the Þ- 
choiceſt Parts, and-Faculties; and Aﬀe*® ions, and Ten- F. 
dencies-of our-Hearts:and, Souls, and.co-tune them-into.. ++ 
that Order and: Harmony that: is beſt ſaitable +to''theI&- 
perfetting of our -Natures,and the placing of them. in 8: 
a'Right and-Juſt-poſture, both in Relationto Almighty 
God, our ſelves, and others. S360 3:4, "5 
-. 2; Theſecond part of our Duty,is, To a *T 
To reator 


Ti eneſs, ſometimes b 
2 of ths et of wag av 
þ- arefuck as forget God, that have nor.'G fo ee 
m - "thoughts, that ſay to the Almighty, Depart fram.- us 
TEE 
benefits [1 ing our Creator, are very 
- 1; It keeps the Soul and Life ina Conſtant, and 
VF -and Frame.. As-the want of the Know- 
nd F 3 ſo the want of the Remembrance of God, is, the . 
od F . cavfeof that Diſorder and irregularity of out Minds & 
"1s F Lives. 2, And conſequently the beſt Preventive. of Sin, 
ſe F * and: Apoltacy, and: Backliding from om God and oyr . Du» 
'e- # tytohim. 3: It keeps the and. Soul full of, con, 
nd | Rant Peace _ Tranquillity-z becauſe it maiatains a 
/ conſtant, humble,and comfortable Converſe of the Sopl, 
{wwich-the Preſence and Favour of wy It renders all 
F. £0 of Life comfortable,and fall of hes 
& bewuſe it keeps the Soul in the Preſence of 
* Communicates unto- it, continual Influxes of Content- 
"- men: and Comfort;for what can diſturb him,who by the 
* continual- Remembrance of his Creator, hath-the con- . 
| Kane Acquaintance with his Power,Goodaeſs, and All- 
*  ſaſhciency ? 5. Though no Man hath ground ayavghes 
on himſelf an Immunity from tem 
certainly there-is no better ent in the 
i= » ſecure a Man againſt them, and preſerve him 
3 2 than this : For, .the moſt part of thoſe ſharp 
= ang; er ow bo make nga _ * 
reator when ave forgotten. 
peo ke to Dikciplineand awake then to 
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por F Cl «$ C * % nal | : "3 ; : 
__ their crane wm 4-3 Fark n' that | 
; 'about him the Remembranceofchis pre 
Goa fn a great meaſure theneceffity of that forereda | 3 
Eipline. | 6. In ſhort this Remembratice-of our Creator i} 
is'af Antidote againſt the -allurements of the World z FF 
the Temptations of Satan-; the deceitfulneſs of Sin, Ir \ 
renders the beſt rhings the World can afford inconfides 
rable,in compariſon ofhim, whom we remember;ic rer> F. 
dersthe worſt the World can do, © but little and cons FF 
temptible;ſo long as we remember our Creator,it makes : 
our Lives happy, our Deaths eaſie; and carries us £6 - 
aneverlaſting enjoyment of that Creator, whom \we F 
have here remembred. 499% «#2 0, FOOTY 
The Injunftion of the-Duty of Rememibring-our.Crea- 
toris the more Importantly neceſſary, 1. In regard af the - 
preat conſequence of the benefit we receive from it,as be» | 
ore.2.In regard of the great danger of omitting it. The ; 
trath is,the greateſt part of the miſcarriages ofour lives | 
are occaſioned by the want of the remembrance of our | 
Creator ; then it is that we fail 'in our Duty when- we : 
forget him. 3. In regard of the many Temprations this | 
World #ffords-to make us forget our Creator; the Pled> : 
fares, and Profits,and Recreations,and Preferme!t | 
Noiſe,and Bulineſs of this Life,yea,miany of them, whith ' 
are in themſelves and in their Nature lawful, are apts : 
ingroſs-our thoughts, our Time, our Cares;and to leave 
too little room in our Memory for this great duty-that JW. 
moſt -deſerves it, namely, The Remembrance -of | our Cre> We 
.aror.Our memory is a noble Cabinet,* and there-'cati- WW 
not be a more excellent Jewel to lodge in'(it) than our 
Great'and Bountiful Creator ; yer for the moſt part "FW 
we fill this noble Cabinet with pebbles and ſtraws; if 
not with dung and filth ; with either finful, or'ar/leaſt } 
with Unprofitable Impertinent, -Trifling' Furniture.® }; 
2. The Seaſon for this Duty, that" is here princi - 
commended, is, The days of our Youth i And the Ren . - 
ENS ; - that 
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£8 + is the moſt Accepted Time, God Al- 
pleated under the 0/4 Law to intimate this, 

ationto himſelfof the firſt fruits and the 
farely the firſt Fruits of our Liveswhen - 
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great 
res either very-extraordinaryGrace, orve- , 
icuon.to reclaim a Man to his Duty,whoſe 
Yo been ſeaſoned with ill Principles, and the 
Forgetfulneſs 'of God. EIT. THAT. 
--:/3. Becauſe the time of Youth-is moſt Obþnorious r0 
* forget Godzthere is great Inadvertency and Inconſiderate- 
” neſs, Incogitancy,Unitableneſs,V anity,love of Pleaſures, 
* Eaſineſs to be corrupted in Youth; and therefore.neceſ- 
"  fary in this;ſeaſon to lodge the Remembrance of our 
- Creator in our Youth,to be an Antidote againſt theſe 
+ defects,to eſtabliſhand fix the entrance of our lives with 
© this great Preſervative,the remembrance of ourCreator, 
: - 1.4 When Almighty God lays hold of our youth, by as 
- timely Remembrance of himſclf; and thereby takes the 
+ firſt poſſeſſion of our Souls, commonly it keeps its ground 
" and ſeaſons rhe. whole courfe of our enſuing Lives z/it 
, Prevents and anticipates the Devil and the World. It is 


3 groe.bs may -poſlibly be, that Natural Corruption and 
* Worldly Temptations' may ſuſpend the Attings of this 


our -# principle, but it is rarely extinguiſhed : It is like that 
aft "FF abiding ſeed remaining in him. ; ſpoken of by Jobry: x: 
; if Þ« Fob: 3.9, which will-recover him again. | 
alt F --- 5- The laſt reaſon is becauſe there are Evil days that 
ks =: will certainly come, which will render this work of R&- 
' & mmembring our Creator difficulc+to. be firſt begun :-and 
| [therefore it-is the greateſt Prudence imaginable to lay in 
hat Þ# :{- . D 4 _ this. 
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| Bi ck before bby dhe te WO tain 
- us in great ſtead when they come.” Iris the greate! 5 
.- Prudence in the world to defer that” hulme abich fs 
-,. neceſlary to be done, unto ſuch arime wherein it is very. 
difficult to be done * and jt is the greateſt Prudefice in NF 
- the World to do that Work,which mul} be'done in ſuch 
a ſeaſon wherein'It. =_ be eaſily and done. __— T 
that lays in this ſtore of Remeinbrance.of 'his | 
before the" Evil Day come, will find it of the great | | 
uſe and ſervice to him in that Evil Day. 3 
Now thoſe Evil Days are' maty.,ant all of them befal : ; 
ſache, but-ſome of ther will certainly befal 1 Math ; 
1. An eyit day of publick or private Calamities.*He 
Ehat before hand had laid in this ſock of Remei s 3 
His Creator, will be eaſily able to bear any Calamky * 
when it comes ; but a Man that hath not done 


+ fore hand, will find it a very unſeaſonable titne to - | ; 


| git to ſer about it, when Fear, and Angviſh, and” Per ; 
Plexity, and Storms, akd Confuſion are round about 
im, and take up all his thoughts. 


* 2, Theeyil day of Srekneſs i is an unſcaſonable time, 1 | 
- -or at leaſt a very difficult time,tobegin ſuch 2 buſineſs. M- 
-W hen Sicknefs, and Pain, and Diſorder, r,and Ur 


ee yl ns Pergah did in bly Sick 
Lord, that 7 bave not felled o' re- Þ 
gator in the days'of my Health.” 

F Wot ll Zrorih on 
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Aon the . cannot give my: Life any. certain 
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E- | dren Troy, ant. Diſearent 
by Mind, and and therefore not ſo ſeaſonable to 


< | tay nn neg #p- 
indeed, 2 cannot reaſonably expedCt that the Great 
God,: who: invites-the Apes our Creator in the: 

ys of our Youth,and hath-been ungratefully denied, 

ld accept the Dreggs: of our Age for a Sacrifice, 


. when-we have | the thoughts: of him-/ in oar 
- Nrong 


and flouriſhing age, .But 6n. the other fide, thac 
ant! t/harh ſpear the timeof his youth and ſreng: th 
remembrance of his Creator, may with Com 

at in his old and feeble Ape,reflect upon 
life;with Hezckjab, Remember, O: Lord, 1. pray 


Bl, wars I have not failed to remember thee in the days of 


61d "pwn. O5 goa I ey” thee. accept of the endea= 


| = to preſerve that Remembrance 
r Hat ga and haue conſtantly conti- 


and udefeits, that the natural decays of my 
c” x yay wn 5haey MY that Duty. 
114+ The evil day; of Death © when my Soul fits ho- 
n- my and is ready to take its. flight ; 


for A day, pi for an hour, wy I am under the | 
of Death, . then to begin 19. remember 


| | Creator, is 2 difficult and unſeaſonable time: Bur 


en I have begun that. anarr' early, and held on the 
| it wil} be a Cordial, even 
aſl Debi Gf and wa will carry my Soul into the 


I -Ppeſence of that God, which 1 haye thus remembred 


the days of my Yquth, with et and 


8 : 7 mn 3 therefore : 

+ M0: x Remander ry Cxrr i ted $of th ofthy youth 

; /hecauſ Ly knoweſt nar whether veany 
a him 1 Death = overtake 


42 - oo oo” ®” = 


. Thee, ah lay thediniche- Link of Abomkfilcels # = f 
b Spritng may be thy Autumn, and. thy ieaglybud' may 
the only Fruit that Mortality mayaftord- thee: - Ty; 
2. Remember thy:Creator:in thedays of * chyiYouth; 
tony it is a time: of Iavitation ::-negte&t: got this 
Seaſon, 'becauſe thou knoweſt- not \whether-ever _—_ 
ſhalt be 8gain invited torit. 1: hen ann wm 244 
D .- 3: Remember thy Creator in the days of»thy Youth 
E- that thy Creator .may remember-thee, ini the days of 
 * * thy Sickneſs, and Old Age,. and m:the Eril Day. ©: 
4- Remember thy Creator in the:days of thygYouth, 
leſt thy. Creator neglect thee an 'the:Evit: Day. »:Neg- 
lected Favours, eſpecially from. thy'Gody-m maya 
provoke hi.n never to lend thee mote. '\Beoauſe! I | 
and ye refuſed, I alſo will laugh at* you Calamity,.” and 
anock_when your Fear cometh. 1. 2.4 '26;+ 22,5 i; 
5- Remember thy Creator in the-days-of xhy.Youth, 
becauſe it will heal the Evil of Evili days," when' they 
come, it will curn” thoſe days thar\areii 4 
evil, to become days of Eaſe andGomltors;»ivwithkeal 
the Evil of the day of: Affiction,- of - Sickneſs, : of OId 
Age, ' and of death it ſelf ; Pe Leo 
herder, a more abiding Life, 1339/24 Ps GUY 
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this | Pycleanneſs" of the Heart, 
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ſal. 51.10, 


; of D 27 i 

ith, =. On aiawr'eres in mes Dexs. 

leg p His Prayer imports,or leads us into the Conſe - ,. © 
i 2: deration of theſe things : 1. What the conditi<-  *M 

le on of every man's is by Nature-lt is 2 | 

and þ foul-and unclean Heart. 2 'Wherein conſiſts 

4 this uncleanneſfs of Heart. 3. What is the ground 


or canſe of thisiihcleanneſs of the Heart. 4. Whence 
iis that the condition of the Heart is changed : It 
an At of Divine Omnipotence. 5. What is the 
condition of a Heart thus cleanſed, or wherein the 
cleanneſs' of the Heart conſiſts. ' | 
* E If the Heart muſt be created anew before it can 
bea clean Heart, Certainly,before it is thus new form- 
$ ed; it isan impure and arcl/ean Heart. And this that is 
> BY. here implyed, is frequently in the Scriptures direaly 
wy affirmed : Gen. 7.'5. The imagination cf the thoughts of 
| the Heart of 'Man 5s only, Evil continually : Jer. 17. 19. 
dl The Heart \ is "deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
*->  wicked,;who can know it ? Mark 75.21. Ont of the Heart 
a proceed evil Thoughts, Agdulteries, &c. And indeed all 
*\;. The Evilsthat are in the World, are but evidences of 
+ 0F the lmpurity of the Heart, that unclean Fountain and 
) F | : Original of them. 2 A. | 
|; H. Concerning the ſecond; wherein the Unclear- 
-neſs of the Heart conſiſts. The Heart is indeed the Cya- 
. ifs, or collection of all the Powers of the Soul in the 
b-,, D 4 Fa full 


uth, 
hey 
veal 


itt or Deſire, Lind the ares hw 
| Heart is ſach*a Heart as hath 


which hath unclean' and im deſixcs,.a\Heart fall < 
evil Concupiſcence, And becav pore: ſe-the- > age or Un- 
cleanneſs of the deſires are denominated;from t _oo 
jefts, and not fromthe Aﬀections or _— 
which are diverſified according to-their Object « Hes 
jt is thar a-Hearr, that fiteth its ooo nes pare we 
clean ObjeRts, ir is aid in that aft to be a clean-Heart,andl 
that which fixeth/its' Deſires upon Unclean —_ 
' Objedts is an unclean Heart in that Aft * þ ogy 
before we canderermine what an UYaclean- Heart is;jit is 
neceſſary to know what" ate Unclean Objefts, the. jen- 
dency of the Deſires of the Heart whereunts, doth der 
neminate an Unclean Heart: Generally whauloeyer,. Na 
a thing prohibited by the Gominand' of- God, ca 
Bs wn the hdetanR po Uaclaors i, 
$.not $ 
It is more largeand ſpacious ec aher iqtearof the text 
bears ; But thereare certain Luſts. and-Smpure” or bu- 
Tooderag Propenfions in'our Natures 
s, wWhich-come under the Name of Unclear- Luſts; 
are are of two kinds: the Luſts of the Mind,apg 
the Laſts ” the Fleſh; for iDikey proculletant Ge 


by the Apoſtle.: 
: dw bre ri Kari by principally in the Mind, 


ue Tet [ 


after cextain-Qb- Pf. 


Luſtsof the Mind'ags | 


though 


os the the Laſts air Meat Prink# 
apc wy hg not | 


incur Naw i; 


tbe po our ſelyes and.onr Kind) 
erred do: arcidentaily become. Ln pgntes, and Un- 
to us,whey inordinately affeftcdor afted, And 
 theſe-2re thoſe Unolean Objetts, the , Deſires. whereaf 
de-denominate 20 Unclear Heart ; but principally the 
Lerter,the Luſt of Carnal Concupiſcence, called by. 
_ in an eninen aver the £7 of be 2 
+2» 16 8 nas 
3 Dex. 3: 11. Walking after rhe Fleſh in th Lal of Hy 
3 72 Pet.. 2.10. Perchance. bearing ſome Analogy 
” legal Uncleannelles in the Lavinient Lay, eſpe- - 
i F mn on of -Levit. '15.. tres. tþ the very natural 
| Infirmities'; nay, thoſe that are nat only tolerated, bye 
allowed, carry ip them a bindof lmgoricy god Un- 
nd hence grow thole, mapy mpuri- . 
ET Jews . from .coming into. pt 
Tabernacle till they were Purified, 25. that af 
of. dead: Rodies, unclean ſues, utt- 
irth,uncleanneſs of natural 
Exodus 19.1.5, The Uncleanneſs 
Deas: 23. 13,14: Thew 
39.29: All which are bur 


the Heart, a of the | . 
:eping of Capo 
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> 3 Of the Tncleanneſs of the Heart, © 
> © "Reaſonis Morally'and cat en; Deut. 23-233 
For the Lord thy God  walketh - in' 1ht-ndf of the Camp, 
#0 delrver thee,” and to give up thine: Enennes before 'thee't 
Therefore ſhall thy 'Camp be Holy,' that he ſte no Unclzant 
thing in thee, and turn away. from'thee. The Cotichoſi 
on therefore is,that this Carnal Concupiſcence,theLuft 
of the' Fleſh- predominate in the Heart, is that which 
Ptincipallyand by way of Eminence, 'in' reſpeCt of the 
Mbject matter of it, denominates atr'Unclean Heart. 
Bur inas much as this Concupiſcence 'hathyſomewhat 
mit, that is natural, and conſequently 1s nor Wy of 
it-ſelf Sin and Uncleanneſs ; therefore'ir-is reqailite:ts 
give a denomination of nncleanneſs and- Irvpurity'rs 
thoſe deſires,that there be ſome Fortaahties iſite 20 
'the denomination, of- this to be' Unclean and'Sinfuk, 
whick is, when thoſe Deſires are niot*in-ſubjetion-to 
Tight Reaſon ; for it being a proceed of the Inferiour 
Faculties, the ſenſual Appetite ; - when the ſame'is not 
'Inr fubordination ro that Empire which God hath given 
.the-more Heavenly and Noble Powers of the-Soul;: it 
"becomes confufion and inverting of the order of N4- 
'xure; and this is principally Diſcovered when theſt:De- 
ſires are, 1. Immoderate. 2. Unſcaſonable.* 3.” With- 


out their proper end. 4. Irregular. '$. Unral yo! wind | 


-without the Bridle of Reaſon. '' (P9940 

* -UM. The Cauſes of this Uncleanneſs of the Heart;are 
principally theſe two : 1. The Impettiouſneſs aridicon- 

_tinual ſolliciations of the Senſual Appetite, whicl &6n- 
tinmally ſends up its foul Exbalations-and 'Steeing "ifito 
"the Heart, and thereby taints and infefts'iti The Soul 


of Man: is like a kind of Fire, which if 'it be fed'with - 


clean and ſweet niaterials, it yields ſweet and- comfor- 
"table Fumes; but if it- be fed with impure, unclean; and 
ſtinking oyl andexhalation, it is tainted with them,and 
'makes unſavoury thoughts, which are'a kind” of Fume 
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"that riſe from this Fire; and therefore if the: tn 
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of... | : If it ſends: up -M 
and Earthly. Fames, it, fills the Soul with black and di 
Wal, and. on thoughts: if- ir:ſend-ip, 2indſt 
ordinarily it doth, ſenſual and flelbly Steems i; fills the 
Vow —_ wy Ne ng ay weak- 
e m (part of the - Soul, 
NT dimnend. Underſtanding, and; this defe& is coat- 
monly pop theſe two paene >. ig 1.Fhe Sonl wants - 
keine 8 ate, bro be abi :defires are not 
Lg: gratl {0 E iAat leaſt, when 
Immoderate-or Unſeafonable. It is ordina- 
pr our Inbrmity to judge of- things as'they are at pre- 
mn andrtherefore if the Preſent preſents it ſelf pleaſing 
ipicalng ,we accordingly entertain it, . or refuſe at 
without any na proſpect to the eyentor ſtate of things 


_ @adiſtanee,cicher becauſe 'we know it-not, or believe 


It:not;or regard it not. 1f a Many being ſolicited po un- 
warmantable or unſeaſonable carnal Pleaſures; hathrndt 
2 proſpect that:theend: thereof wilbbe bitterneſs 3-or 

be: bave ſuch -a-Proſpect, yet.hebelievts-it: not 3:or 
if he do, yet if his Judgment prefes the farisfattion:6f 
2 preſent Luſt,before the avo qf.aniendleſs painzit * 
is-na wonder if he ſubmit to thetlcitation of baazſen- 


Jual Appetite. 2.-But/if the Judginedt! be right, yer if 


ie the Superiour and more:noble partiafi the Soul have not 


ng and Rn enough to give the Law'torhe 
cx baſe 


the Lhrone and Captivates 
thy-and this is ola. 
ul afteca;falh>for the an poor 


tmperzous;'and 
pericuÞBaculty 10 q6508 
nued OtO.AN wy 1s 9p Reaſon why, - whica 
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tation is CNN to the De eprovtion lb often 
whereby, the Soul .is, Subjected"an © capes ed. .y = 
wboſe Lufts, :whichgre TD incipally lering bs. 
.-..7. The firſt grpund. of the.umpotency of.the Soul, 
ſabduing of the tenſyal appetite is inthe unde; 
which is ſofar. weakened or darkned by pra ovens 


a ne it.is ready in point of, Jadgmen TEES 
reſent fruition corporal Pens , and 
. tion of the/ſenſual Appetite, before niger it. k 
for-it ſees and finds a I ied ey 6, 


bur ſees not, the Gaoger and ingonvenience that will en- 
ſue upon it, nor, the, benefit ani pdvpmtage chat, Tila 
ſue upon a duereſtraint and moderation of theaylt finds 
a;preſent Contentment and SatisfaCtion in the one, but 
it hath-not the: Proſpett of theother,or if it Pune the 
Conviction thereof is ſo weak and imperfe&; that the 
Pleaſures of Sin-for a. Seaſon do;oyercome and ſubdue 
it. For the Curetherefore of. this Error and impotency 

in their. Judgment there onght;to. be: 1. A Convittton 
that there is a Danger and Inconyenience,that will cer- 
tainly attend the dominion of:Luſt-over the Soul 3; and 
2 Benefit and ry pi that will attend the Viory 


of the Soul over theſe 


':2- And becauſe there. may Wh an inconvenience inthe 
former, and a benefit in the later, but yet not ſuch as 
may with confiderable Advantage preponderate - the 
Contentment of Luſt, {which .is preſent and ſenſible,] 


' there oughtro be 2-Convidtion. of ſach.an Inconveni- 


ence intheformer, and ſuch a begefit in the 1latter,. as 
may moſt evidently and clearly preponderate: the Con- 


. _ tentment. and Advantage. of the-fatisfying of a Lult. 


5s And becanſy, though theſe inconyeniencesand Wo 
nefits 
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"I nefits be never fo-great; yer if there be but a faidt,and. 
F weak and: imperfect; Conviction of ir, it will work hue 

gweak: refiſtance-againſt the Invaſions or Rebellions;of 
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Luſty anda ſedſible preſeatenjoyment of what delights, 


'- will cafly; preponderate the weak and faint,and impery 


fe Convictiohs,or ſuſpicions rather,-of what is Future, 


It is neceſſary that ſuch Convittions, - ſhould be Soxnd; 


, and Strong; or otherwiſe they will be but Slug+ 
giſt: and Languiſhing Opponents againſt the Rhetorick 
of Luſts, that yield a-preſent Delight or Advantage: :; 
«And becauſe though the ConviCtions are never: {a 
ſtrong, yer if they be not Accompanied with Conſtancy; 


Vigilancy, and ſupplemental Excitations, as the oppor- . 


tunity. requires, the'Conſtant and pe Importunis+ 
ty of Luſt may: happen upon a time of Intermiſton, and 
gainan Advantage againſt -a Soul habitually thus Conr 
vinced, it is further neceſſary that: there be'a Frequent 


. Conſtant Atting of that Convittion upon the'Soul,or other- 


wiſe- it may be Intangled by the Aſſiduous Importuns 
ties.of his Luſts. - . ro T3v-4 


-» «Theſe things being thus premiſed,itisneceſſary to-ſee 


what kind of A4eans it mult be that;muſt' work: ſuch:a 
Conviction - of fach-. weight and evidence, that may 
rectifie the judgment in reference to-this conteſt with 


F - the ſenſual Appetite; and aQtuate- ſuch. a ConviCtion. to 


attain its due effect. Aforal Philoſophy contains in it ex- 
cellent Precepts and Reaſonings tothe ſubjecting.of the 
ſenſual Appetite to the diftate of Reaſon;and to a Moral 
Cleanſing 'of the-Heart : But it cannot. attain its end;z 
for 'though' it-ptropounds Inconveniences on the one 


fidez/and Conveniences on the other, yet they have great 
defects that make it _Ineffetual : The things which is 


propoſeth 'are-In themſelves of unequal weight to the 
Pleaſure and Content of ſatisfying the ſenſual Appetite, 
©j2;-Onthe one' ſide Fame and Glory, and Reputation 
and'Serenity of mind z on the other lide, the my" 
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_ © For the former, It. is that the-Sacred. Seri; | 
ptures, and they  furniſh-us with ſuch materi- 
als; prohibiting not only the Ats of Luſt, but alſo he 
very Motions and Inclinations to.it ; the Deſires of the | 
Heart, of it ; the love of the Hearzzto-it Rog Denk, 3 
— der pain of the diſpleaſure of God, e | 
| Hells rhe ons fd; 00 the other id, in cafe 2 "0+ 
bedience to this command,the F avour.of God,Everla 
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of..theſe great Truths, which we have-received ; and 
mo abels gry 7 Ling our Faith o theſe Truths,, 
as often as the occaſion offers it ſelf. 


.5.: And by this means, 1. The lacelledual Power of | 
the Soul is reſtored in a great meaſyre to its, primitive 
Dominion, or at leaſt, is qualified aright in order tothe 
excrciling of. it. * 

2.” The Will, wherein indeed the. Empire of the 
jul is priacipaly. ſeated, is Lkewiſe reſtored to its 
2nination and Rule, - 

., 1». Partly. by-thoſe Impreſſions, which'are as before 
received. by the, Underſtanding and thie prafical De- 
termination, thereof : for it -is clearly. preſented. now - 
to. her, that it is the greater Good, to deny Luſt both 
in the Practice and Love of it, than to Eirtatn ; it; And 
Conſequently the Will moves toward ' the Greater 
Good, according;to:its proper and natural inclination. 

. 2, There is yet a further Effet wrought npon the 

*; Will; - viz. The ſenſe of the Love of _ Chriſt, the End 

#Z of. his Death, -to redee en .Gr from theſe Luſts, whereby, 

1 . even by an obligation Gratitude "It takes up Reſo- 
lations of obeying OR This T coth, though ir ſj” firſt 
received in the Underſtanding, ahd entertained b by 

Faith, yet it doth immediately work upon the Wi 
' and Aﬀettions : viz, , An Averſion to that Luſt, that 

Crucified her Saviour,and which the ſame Saviour, up». 
| 90 the endearment. of his own Blogd, begs us to Cruci- 
=» fie. 3.. There is yet a:further work upon the Will'by 
B the frets and powerful working of of wr; 56 ak of God, 
” -- Ffrrengrhening and perſwading, Tote it to its 
LARYAY: and juſt aledele gal over rhe Lan Appeties, 
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He great Creator gave to Brutes the light 
| "of Senſe and Natural Inſtini," that might 
Condutt them in a Senſugl Life ; "by this 4 

They ſteer their Courſe, and very rarely miſs 
Their inſtituted Rule, nor yet rejet 
Its Guidance, or its Influence neglet : - », » 

But the Creator's =_ Beneficence ** 
Gave unto Man, befides the Light of Senſe; 
The Nobler Light of Reaſon, Tutellett, - 

. And Conſcience to Govern' and Dire# © 
His "Life and Aftions; and to keep at rights 
The Motions of his. Senſual Appetite * Fe 
But wretched Maiz unhappily deſerts 
His Maker's Inſtitution, and perverts 
The end of all his Bounty, ; 44 *ibva 

= Zis Reaſon unto Luſt; ind 6 pollutes- 

| ZHis Noble Soul, his Reaſon; anil his Wit : 

+: Ao None that - the T7 bould fit, 

-S ſuſt lackie after Luſt, and ſp - fulfil v8 

A The baſe ad rds and Pleaſare hee wit | 

dy | And thus the humane Nature's great Advance” 

d, i  Beromes its, greater ruin;-doth 'inhauce 

ts | Its Guilty: ; 3zhile Fudgment; Reaſon, Wit 


_, 


3 wif, ING 


'Þ bw bs 


Fe | improve:thoſe very Sins it dith Commit: 

»- Dear Lord, 7 Mercy ſurely muſt overflow, 
bor. That pardons Sins, which. from thy Bounty. grow. 
N me b , ; FS ; 13 $6. 4 
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Miſchief of SIN. 


I. T is-a moſt Unprofiteble and Foolzſhthing 3 The 
Content that is 1a it. is but Imaginary,and dies 
in the compaſs of a Thought; The ExpeCtation 
of it is nothing but Diſappointment, - and the 

Fruition of it peritheth in a moment. Z 

2. It is the infallible Seed of Shame and Ah;ſchicf, 
which, without it be intercepted by Repenragce and 
the Mercy of God, doch "as naturally, and' infallibly 
grow from it, as Hemlock) and. Henberedo'ftom their 
proper Seeds: and though:the Nature ,of ſome Sins is 

more ſpeedy, and viſible in producing that Frait ; y 

moſt certainly, ſooner. or later, every-Sin yields his 


Sorrow and Repentance, which though it be good in 
Compariſon / of their Frvit' enſuing, if omitted ; yet 
certainly, it is not withoutmuch Troubleand Difcom- 
poſure of Mind ; and the Bitterneſs even of Repentance 
it ſelf, infinitely over-balanceth. the Contentment that 
the Sin did view... at ST tact. 
. 3. :Sin-doth not only P roduce an- ungrateful Fruit, 
bat there is aifo a certain 'Spigtit and Maligniry in the 
Fruit it yields, carrying in jt the very Picture, Reſem- 
blarice'and Memorial of the-Sin for the moſt pare gjohich 
; Ops 


Crop, even in this Life. The beſt Fruit, it yields is 
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The Folly and Miſchief of Sin. 
gs x Man in the puniſhment of it, with the very Re- 
jon af. the:Guilt, ) 2 ler calion;s. | | 


in proſperity;it either makes-it an occaſion of new Sins 
to cozer-or ſecure them that are paſt z or it ſowres and 
infeſts the very State it ſelf,with fad pre-apprehenſions 
of the Fruit due Sts z-or haunts him in his Jolli- 
ty, like as Lhave (een an Importunate Creditor,a young 
nc - Which. blaſts all his -Comforr 'and Content- 
ment, If a Man be in- Adverſity, it adds Affliftion to 
Qonſcienrs, bmewhen « Man hath cnrmard Trovbie 
e,” bat when a Man outward Troubles 
and wer iving guilty iSovl, it. makes his AMiCtion 


$- It, Diſcampoſerh.and Diſorders, and unqualifies a 
Man for 4:y,g004 Duey, either to God or Man : } pray, 
but I briog along with me'a ſenſe of Sin; that makes 
me lto:my ſelf, .and how can I expeCt to be 
acceptable-to God, the Pure and Holy God; who hates 
nothing but Sin ? I beg Bleſſings, but how canI expeCt 
to receivea Rieſling from! him, whom I but lately -pre- 


- ſumptuoully gffended ? if my Son or Servant hath offen- 


ded me, and comes-toask a Benefit of me, . I look n 

it as a ſawcy;Preſurwptian, and can I expect to have bet- 
ter Entertainment my. Maker, than I think fit to 
allow my. Fellow; Creature ? The 'truth is, there is no 
Petition-comes ſeaſonably:+from-a Man under the Guilt 
of Sin, . but Pardon, Forgiveneſs, and Mercy. | 
If do aGood Work, the Sin that I ſtand guilty of, 


makes the Comfort I takein;-it, or in other- commen- 


dations. of it; Inſipid- and Empty. my Heart tells 'me 
there -is a Sin inmy Confcience,that makes me aſhamed 
$9 own. the; Good that 'is inthe Action. * 

-If 1 ſep a fault in another, that my place or Conditj- 
on requires me to-reprove, the ſenſe of my own Guilt 
makes me either A Reprove, or Condemy 
7 | 3 es 
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my ſelf, while'1 am {Reproving 'another,' with ſuch | 
thoughts as theſe : 1 am\reproving .a'Sin' in in##bir,wher d 
1 ſtand: as Guilty in the fight of God as the og vat. ire 
ded: if beknew my Sin, how: juſtly might he.thr ow my Re- 
prehenſion into my own Face, and if he know it nd; yet the 
God of Heaven, before wbom I ftand; and: the Conſcience 
which I hear. within me, makes my Reprehenſion bf another, 
a Condenmation of my ſelf. If I go about any Aion of 
my Life,though never ſo Honeſt, ſaſt, and Lawfal, yer 
my miſgiving Thoughts make 'me either-unaCtive in it; 
er. ll. me with pre-apprehenſions of Miſchief 6f diſap- 
pSihtmentin it; how carb expeCt a Bleſſing, from God, 
whom IL have offended, in any: Buſineſs T' undertake & T 
carry along with mein all I do,the Curſe rhat the Lord 
eeatned, Deur. 28. 20: Fhe Lord ſhall fend upon thee 
arfing, Vexation, and Rebuke in all that thou" ſetteft thy 
Hand; unto, and verie.2gi Thou fhalt not proſper in thy 
ways, and-verſe 34. So thar:thou ſhalt be' mad ' for the 
Stght of thine Eyes which thou ſhals ſee, and: verſe 67: In 
the-Morning thou. ſhalt ſays: Would God it 'were' Evening 7 
ernd-at Evening thou ſhalt ſay,” Would God'id were Mor- 
wing, for the - ns of thine Heare wherein thpu ſhalt fear, 
and for the ſight of thine Eyes which thou ſhalt ſee. 
- And certainly all this grows from the Incongruity and 
Diſſonaney, that is berweerSin,''and the true t3ght conſt i= 
eution of the Nature of Mar, that is thereby made un- 
pſ{ fil for: his proper Operations; juſt as a ſore,or a'bone 
out of Joymt diſables the proper ſerviceableneſs of a 
Ltmb 3-or,as a noxious Humour diſorders the Stomach, 
Liver, or Spleen, in its proper-Office; or, as/a Diſeaſe, 
or ill diſpoſition of the Body makes it:unſerviceable -to 
its proper Actions ; ſo do'the Sins, and 'Defilenients, 
and Guilr, the reſult of it uponthe Soul; diſable ir in 
its Works and Offices: and this is the:Evidence of it. 
Every-thing is then in its right-Conſticution when it 
is in that State that the Wile God of :Nature- orderetl 
* 3 itz 
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| __ DSI of Sau” KY 5 
it + 2nd ſo far a$-it' declines from that poſition or ſtatey 
fofar forth it-loſethits Uſefulneſs-and:iproper Happi- - 
nels ; and therefore-it is Jy 1 evident; that ci 
very thing, that loſertvits Uſefalneſsand/ Happineſs; 4s 

out-of that Conſtitution that God Almighty: meant for 
it;- and therefore, -in as much as appartiuly all Sin doth 
introduce this diſorder:and regulariy, is plain:that 
kind thereby is in another Condition than God ag 
rſÞihade him, and indended he ſhould-ibe jn' ai? 2: 
-+ Fence therefore, itis apparent; Thar. al; Sin 5: ag 4inſk 
Nani#e, and 5 violation and Breach even-/of the; Lal 
and Order of Nature ; which is nothing elſe but the 
Station, Courſe, and Frame, that God with moſt admi- 
. rable Wiſdom and Goodneſs framed for Man. Man 
ſtands in 4 double ſubordination: 1. A Subordination 
within himſelf, viz. Of the Faculties inferiour to the 
Superiour; and 2. A Subordination. to ſomething 
without himſelf, viz. To the' Will of his Creator, 
which though it ſeems extrinſecal,yet in truth it is c+ 
ſential and neceſlary. 
»—*Phre- - 4 


1s-of-the-Inferiour.parts 
and faculties to the Superiour, Y3z. The Senſual Appe- 
tite and Paſſions to Reaſon and to Judgment. -God 
hath committed the Body of Man, and thoſe Faculties 
that are ſubſervient ta it, unto \'the Vovernment of 
the Light of Judgment and Underſtanding, that he hath 
*ÞuTInto the Soul : and becauſe as it is molt juſt that the 
Soul and its ſuperiour Faculticaſhould be ſubordinate to 
the Will and DireCtion of God, ſa the Soul ſtands in 
need of that DireCtian in order to the Government of * 
his little Province committed to him ; and therefore, as 
it happens in Government, when the People break the. 
ſubordination ta the. Intermediate Magiſtrate,or the In- 
termediate Magiſtrates break the ſubordination: to the 
Suprene, preſently thqre inſues diſorder and Miſchief & 
| Confuſton:ſo when the Body, or thoſe Eacalties,thatare 
E 4 | exerciſed 


exerciſed in order to. its a8: the: anni Lnſts and 
agen of Tuan or thoſe chats har pyies ned on 


org mes ns. briags Confuſion and Diſorder 
iſcom the whole Man, and makes i 
Unſeen Abi for the Eads to hich & yay ondnin 


or petty 

Ra of the Soul, il, Terbog 7 coal +74 
nagement are y, 8 
ons, and Inclinafions incident to it ; -and the Place,Con- 

dition, Relation, Abilities, and Opportunities put in- 
to his hand by Proyidenceand Divine diſpenſation, to- 
' gether with that Body in this World, 

3. The end of. tbjs Subfirurion of the Soul in this Pro- 
—_—_ firſt the Improvement of the Revenue of this 


ang arcgnnt Ar ag Secondly, The 
ion yn ge of the 


= os Will and fittin of it ſelf and the 
with: it io a more noble divine 


ploymen 
Foe wreak of. that Truſt committed tothe Soul, 
ws. either in the wart of that due Improvement 


the Province / committed to the Souls Viceg 
according tq the Ananenges_ (hut that it hath ; 

the Caſe of the unprofitable Servant, that di = gol 
 imploy his Talent, but did not improveit to his Maſters 
—_— ) bo which is worſe, 146/-government and 


ey pe ant of the Province committed ta its Charge 
vanta 


ge of the Soveraign and it ſelf. 
| bt The Mif-government of qur Province emf priv 
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58 Of Self-Denial. 

| cipally in'ene of theſe particulars : viz. Either in the 0- 
_ riginal and Primary Defefjon of the Soulit ſelf in.its 
Commands and Proceedings, whereby it ſtudieth, Pra- 
Qtiſeth, and Commands Origioally, and Primarily a- 
gainſt its Principal ; and this is Deviliſh: or Secondly, 
in the wart o Eaoole in a due Superintendency over its 
Mravlnch ly ereby the ore which moon be., un- 
.Its Rule and Superinten , are not kept in 
their due SubjeCtion neither to the Vicegerent, nor to 
the Soyeraign ; but rebel, and by their Rebellion -ei- 
thet 'wholly caſt 'off their Vicegerent- and Soveraign 
together, or by degrees draw over the Vicegerent-or 


. 'their Sorcogr2 EDA % 
6. 1 he great ay art s of this DefeFHon are the Corrupt 
ITnclinations of the ſenſual Appetite, Luſts, and Paſſions 
of the Body, and thecially thoſe, which are the great 
Favourites, and molt powerful in reſpect of their Gon- 
gruity to the Natural Inclinations and temper,or rather 
iſtemper of the Body ; or thoſe Temprarions which the 
- World offers, eſpecially ſuch as are moſt (incident to 
the Place, Station, Relation, or Conditionwhereiniwe 
ſtand in the World. The former cone under the name 
of the Liſts of the'Fleſh : The latter under. the came 
_ of. thie Luſts'of the Eye, and Pride of Life. tin! 
"7, Thoſe Luſts 'and' Temprationsure: the -Inſtyu- 
ments in the hand of Satan, either þy* SoNicitation-'vo 
corrupt, or by Power to oppoſe the Vicegerency, of the 
Soul under God, and*to bring 'it over: by allurements 
'or Force, to a DefeCtion from himp4@nhd 4a" both! ways 
fight againſt the Soveraignty of God, -and'conſequent- 
ty his Glory ; and againlt the Perfettion''of the- Soul, 
and conſequently its-Happineſs. 755 i © yh 
'*8." Thoſe Luſtr are of greareſt Power, that have 'the 
greateſt dearnefs to the Body, eirher-in-reſpect of - Age, 
Complexioff, Inclination; Condition,” or-Station-z/ .and 
therefore of greateſt danger to the Soul, and fight againit 
LEY 14 ,« Fr, 0 i t. 
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or Condition, is of greateſt Power, arid coaſeuently of 
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| 2bſenting of che Soul from God ; and { as it 1o- | 
he F + ſethits {trength,it loſerh its Confiderice of addreſs for 
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Fih gotten ths Vickery 
Soul which is God's Vicegerent, his 


committed to his management loſt, the Governmeng 
Y abuſed, the Soveraign injured, and the vicegerent -is 
| _— e a Rebel or at beſt, a Priſoner, by his awn 
W.. » - eIault, | etc 4s þ 
\ ' 11. The Afeans of Prevention of this Inverſion of the 
Order ſetled by the great Soveraign is ; Firk, that 
_ the Deputy take due notice of bis Inſtruftions z for: he is 
not placed in-that Province without his Rules of Go- 
verament which his Soveraign hath delivered, him, Ser 
condly, That he be very Yigilant over the ſecret Con- 
federacies, Motions, and Riſings of Lult, againſt thoſe 
Inſtru&ions ; for Luſt js buſie, troubleſome and ative 
and ſtudies and watcheth all opportunities of  defeCti- 
on. Thirdly, that he keep his Authority with Reſolurion 
nd Gourage, for Luſt, if it be worthy the name. of a 
Subject, it is a petulant and ſawcy,but yeta ſlaviſhbaſc- 
minded SubjeRt; a little Countenance will make: it. in- 
ſolent, and a ſevere handover it will make it {eryile; 
and eſpecially, that this ſeverity -be held over. thoſe 
E Luſts,that have or pretend to the greateſt intereſt in the 
IF Age, Complexion, Diſpoſition, Quality, Station, ar 
3 Condition of the Province; for as they havethe greateſt 
pennies to do miſchief, ſo. they will ſoqueſt grow 
Infolent. | 9 | 
12, Though a ſlight and gentle ſuperintendency 
| oyer 
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in truth, ' our Luſts are not our ſelves, -yet thoſe thar 
- grow out of our natural Conſtitution or Condition, 
are next to our ſelves, and by miſtake we are apt to 
eſteem them, our Eyes, our Hands, our Selves, 
'13.” This kind of dealing with Luſts and Temptati- 
ons will in a little time Gi-aqpaint the Soul with them 
{ 


and make the Soul and them ſtrangers one to another, 
It is eaſily ſeen, that thoſe thyngs which a Maa uſeth 
himſelfunto, . ſo that they ſeem to become another na» 
ture, yet ſome deſnetude from them 
do evidence to him, that they are not Aſþcram nobis , & 
ſo necellary. and unſeparable as' he 7 nragae OD ag'y- 
once thought them: A Man that hath ,;:jrum Con I 
accuſtomed himſelf to vain Swearing &do, que fi in partes - 
{ that he can ſcarce ſpeak a Sentence alteram transferg- 4 
vrichour a8 Oath, and when he is. {7 inven {> 
told of it, profeſſech he cannot help  $gemits Fuſtitie le- 
i, yet let him reſolyedly- break the* nis. X* «pay E 
caltom'of it, he will not find that he. 14- 
miſfſeth that unhappy Rhetorick in his diſcourſe z the 
| like 
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_ I 
like is eaſily ſeen in Drinking, Gaming, . Wantonneſs, 
& thoſe other Sins: thatare precious and dear. to a Man | 
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.Of Self-Denial. 


inthis criſtoin'and uſe of them ; by a' little reſolute dif- 
uſe of 'them; he'will ſoon find' he doth not miſs them z 
- he'can' eaſily ſpare them, and-be without 'them : nay, 
he finds as great an ihconvenieticeand burdenſomneſs to 
Te-aſſume them;as before to leavethem. And belides the 
Reaſons before given, there is this more ih it, that the 
Value and*Contentment that istaken in them,is by the 


great Expettation and Contentment that the Mind ſecks | 


in the pre-apprehenſions and Image that the Mind makes 
to it ſelf of them - For the Contehitnient of the things 
themſelves barely conſidered, and in themſelves,is but 
flat and empty;but the Imagination dreffeth theni pp be- 
yond themlſelyes,bo:h in their pre-apprehenſioh and fru- 
ation-and ſo the Value and Conrentment of them is due 
more to theFancy and falſe /dea of the Mind, than' ts 
the things themſelves ; and therefore, if once the mind 
can be eſtranged from converſing with the thought and 


Imagination of 'them, they will ſnon loſe their eſtimate - 


and delight ; becauſe they. are ſeparated and kept aſun- 
der from'that which gilds and dreſſeth them. ito that 
delightful and amiable ſhape which cdzens nd deceivyes 
Men into their aQtings of them. Now this ſevere hand- 
againſt them, denying wheir acceſs, refuſing Converſe 
with them, doth prevent the Mind from faſhioning of 
Imaginations of them; ahd drefling up thoſe Imaginati- 
dns of theni in pleaſing and delightful repreſentations, 
and then in. a lictle while they are quite laid aſide, and 
not miſſed,nor thonght of; and their own natural worth, 
without that ſecret brooding of the Mind upon them 
doth not with any ſtrength, ſollicic or ſubdne the mind 
to the attings of them.. We are in this kind like Chil- 
dren, who have gotten ſome toy into they hands, that, 
it may be, may be hurtful,and they mightily prize them 
and ſet a great rate'upon them : but let them be taken 
| THR | ELD 
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; Jaway, i0a little while they will not miſs them, but be _ 
en foe contented, as when they had them. © F 
" 14+ The Sucteſs of this Unconrteous dealing with & 
our Luſts and Temptations, will mnch countervait the B 
ay unpleaſingneſs of the Duty, A man is en to a'Sin, 
"72 |} he holds conference with it, andis inticed to treat with 
he © i& and to thiak of it, and it pleaſeth him ; but ir'is a 
thouſand to one if it ſtay there but unleſs ſome'great 
he © diverſion by the Grace of God, or ſome external re- 
ks ©} ftraint by ſhame or Puniſhment, prevent him, he com- 
yy mits the Sin z and ſo Luſt, when it hath conceived, 
gs will bring forth Sin, and Sin, when finiſhed, will 
bring forth Shame and Death, or at the beſt, Shame 


© and -Sorrow. How will a Man reckon with him- 
nz = elf ; What am I the better for that Contentment that '1 


took in this Sin ; the Comentment is paſt, and- that 
ts Þ Phichi bath left me, is nothing elſe but a miſ- iving.Con- | 


4 rience, 4 Senſe of 4 diſpleaſed God, aſhamed to bring my "2 
wn joy in his - 6 &.g ger wu of ſome mi W/ 3 
te | 97 Irconvenience to follow me, « ro——_ of mind to draw "NY 
n- | 2:7 10 God wnder it, and either « great deal of Sorrow and 6 
at | /*<xation, or affliction under it, or, which is the uſual gta- 
es | "fication of Satan after Sin committed, to put away the re« 


id. Þ "*mbrance of 4 Sin paſt, with the committing of anothir, 
ſe toll at laſt the Guilt grows ts ſuch a Moles, that a Manis 
of ÞY 4/perately given over to all kind of Villany, aud as bis Sins 

increaſe, bis Guilt and Shame increaſeth. On the othe? 
fide, Thave denied my Luſt, "or my Temptation, and it is 
it | £0-e-: Firſt, I am as well without it, as if 1 had commits 
ted ir; for it may be the Sin had been paſt,and the contents 
ment that I took init, and I bad been as well-without it 4 
but beſide all this, I have no Guilt cleaving to my Soi, nd 
ing 's12 my Conſcience, no deſpondent nor miſ-giving Mindy 
no Interruption of my Peace with Godor my ſelf ;, I enjoy my 
Innocence, / Peace, my Acceſs ro God with Comfort * nay; 
more than allthis, I have a ſecret Arteſtation of the Spirit 


#364 


edvance of my Imerelf and 'F ; 
e uponi_ bim : and Fama. 
ſs ro. him, which doth Hifi- 
nitely more than conntervail the {arioſagion of au impure, | - 


bebin mn Shame, . and Sorrow, and Guilt 


o 
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{ 
{ 
I5. As Reliacion and Severity toa Mans its one # * 
of he beſt Remedies againſt the flattety arid deceit of F* * 
Luſt, {6 there are certain Expedients that are ſabſervient: Þ J 
6 thar Reſolation ; as namely, Firſt, eAvoiding of Idle-; F. | 
neſe; for the Soul in the Body is like a flame, that, 'as' F 
it were, feeds up3n that oily ſubſtance of the Body; whict | 5 
according to the various qualifications or teniper of the *Þ © 
Body, gives ita tin&are, ſomewhat like it ſelf 3 and. FF * 
; unleſs the Soul be kept in aCtion it will dwell too much I - 
apon that tinCure that it receives from it; and-be tos 4 
intent and pleaſed, or at leaſt, too much tainted, and I} * 
cranſpotted and: delighted with thoſe fuliginoos foul | * 
Vapots.that ariſe from the Fleſh and natural Conſtitus ul 
ition; . Keep it therefore buſied about ſomewhat that'is I} © 
iteed for it, that niay divert that intention and Goni- | 
| gary in thoſe fumes, that the inferior part of the i 7 
;oul is apt to-take in them, and ſo to be tempted, tran. Þ' 
ſported, or abuſed by them. Secondly, A frequent and 'F 
ovnftant Conſideration of the Preſence of God, and bis Ho + 
ly Angels, who are SpeCtators of Con- Luke ts. 7, 16. | * 
Ys y-to God and-his Patty; and de- 1 Cor:4.9. | Þ 
lighted in it 3 or of thy Apoſtacy, Brutiſhneſs, and 
Baſeneſs of Mind; and grieved at it. 1f 4 good Aden 
Were but acquainted with all my Aftions, and Motions of ' 
my Mind upon the advance of Luſt and Temptazionsy it | if 
world make me aſhamed to offend in his Sight : but' much 
| more, if @ pure arid Glorious Angel did in my view utrend, F 
obſerve and behold me ; but when the External ages _ F 
cho 
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bk Reward.to my Obedicnce and 
LI. rhert dare ,10 W/ with. fo.much 
yy frequent Conkideration of 
n, Sufferings, and Interceſſion, Theſe 
is me to their -obſervance, were thoſe 
fed 17.5 ary LS Was grey bis Paſſion 
rom 
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from the Guilt, but from the ue 
an co bra Ot be th beholds me z, how ſhall I tram- 
 ple.h wider Foot ? # Iproſtitute my 2 vp them 
* bat AT aſe 6, and as much as in me lies, .d 
laws Joel y.end of bis Incarnation ? How Tha 7 Ven 
| * 15;Goſpel be fore Men, \and as muc 4s in me_ ties, pat hin 
bs rar, wn the Preſence of - the. FalÞer, and all the Holy. 
# - when they ſhall be Witneſſes of my preferring « baſe 
V Lof ore him? How can ns jr the Interceſſion of my Sas - 
" Tour for me at the right hand of God, wha beholds me Phu - 
; upworthily to ſerve 4 Luſt, though to my Damnation,rather 
|" than'qbey my Redeemer to my Salvation 2 4. Frequent Cal» 
| jen « Death and Judgment. A baſe Luſt- ſolkcits 
e. ſhall-1 accept or deny it It may be this may 
Ts 1 be the Is &0n rin my Life,andpoſ bly Death,tha? might 
WM have been re pied, if I ſhall deny my Luft, may be s hk next 
1 | event if / obey it : arttd as Dearb finds me, ſo will 7, 
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find me. Would: be content that ſuch an att as this Lond 

; be om Amen of my Life, and it. may be ſeal me up in eter= 

| cjettion ? Would I be coment that my. Soul. ſhould be 
|Y ety corre into the preſence of God,under the laſt att 

| F- mL t0 bis diſhonour ? Or,-on he ar ry 1 
T aje importunate Meſſenger. 

pee "Cad to "Bri _ preſent ap tp wh 5 Sic bp or. 
Death, it not be a more. TX; ifortable entrance into 


that black, Y alley with a clear Conſcience, and an Innocent 
Heart, that could with ay 4 ſay,” 4s once Hezekiah did 
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of the if tho Udon if aſl - uf 
Tri fer od i, eſs in the < 
it cannot with all its * Bey counter vail | that bitter 


neſs that will molt certainly attend-ix-; | mb nfs gee ] 
any ſecurity againſt it: Suppoſe thou art Efijcited to jd 


thought or ad of Injuſtice, lmpurity, orÞ 


if thou will needs be talking with the Temptation, ask 
it; Whether it be not a Sin ; dinſt that God;:in © whoſe- 
Hands thy Soul is? and if it be, 5 mh «bis Anger and 


Diſpleaſure be not 4 nece y Con of -that Sin ?' 
and if 'it ile y-urti be in 


what ſecurity can this 
an Arm of Gm wanee ons me pl. 25h Power of 
him, that is Omnipotent ? and if it cannot, what Compen-' 


atids or amends can it make me, t0 countervail the ce. 


bis Wrath, or the denger- of it ? Cer. the Plea” 


ure or Comtentment of © the Sin do tt ? alas the Pleas | 
ſure will paſs away, mm, it may be, a Life, a day, a Mo-" Y 


ment, but the Guilt ang rc Fr MEnF CONPinmer bo RI” 
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my 


S. we ſee Plants in 4 Nurſery, when they come 

. "To aduec growth, ate tranſ] lanted into Or- 
chards ; arid thoſe that ate unuſeful are pul» 
©, - , Ted up and caſt into the Fire ; or as we 
ſee Boys in 4 free-School, ſuchas are undiſciplinatle, are 
atter-ſome years of Probation ſent away ro Mechanical 
Imployments;and thoſe that are ingenious and diligent 
| —_—_— to the Univerſities; Sd among the Chils 
in this Life, thoſe that are Vicious and In- 


table Condition, and thoſe thar are Veſſels fir for their 
Maſters uſe, tewardly Plants, are by Death Tranſplant- 


- Ed into another Region, a Garden of Happinets and 


Comfort. And bly by continuance of time, they 
received Improvement and "Petfeftion here: So in 


that other Region they add to their Degrees of Perfe- 


(tion, and are promoted to further Acceſſions, ard De- 
grees, and Stations of Happineſs and Glory, till they 
corge to the StatE of Spirirs of jult Men made perfett, 

' Could we ſee the inviſible Regiment of the World, by 
the ſybordinate Government of Good and Evil Angels, 


2 as once Eliſha's Servant ſaw the Fiery Chariots and 


Horſemen it the Mount, ir would give us another Kind 
of Repreſentation of things, than now they appear to 
us. We have juſt reaſon to believe that there are infinice 
aumbers of Spirits of both kinds, that. have their paſlings 


+ f6 and fro, and Negotiations,as well among themſelves 


- as among the Children of Men,and as Ravens, Kites,and 


F 2 other 
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b; bw a diſlol 

coliſtifHeir,.. till they have ſucked Cut al his Saban 
7 2alth 3 So the- impure and corrupte! Angels haunt 
and flock abont a Man given oerioyice, tillghey have 
' holly corrupted and pftrefied his Soul; aud thoſe 
"God Men, whom they cannot win oyer-to them, they 
purſue with as much Malice and Enyy as they can polli- 

*, ble ; 'avd although they cannor come within them, yet 
- 88 far as. they can, they raiſe vp External. Miſchiefs a: 
-Fzinfſt them, watch opportunities to.inſnare or blemiſh 
Fam, though the vigilancy of a better Guard, and their 
'owa:Prudence and Circumſpection dc for the nioft #3 
if@ppoint and prevent them. Beſides the: diſpleafure 
Z- great God, there be ſome Conſiderations even_in 
mance ro theſe good and cvil Angels, to makg Good Men 
Watchful, .that they fall not into preſumptuous or 
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2, TG 1. It cannot chuſe but be a Grief to 
Exile. 15. 10. rhe Good Angtls, tobe prefſent,.and Spe- 
Marth. 18. 10, Ctators of the Enotmities of thoſe,. for 
| ». whoſe Preſervation they are imployed. 
2. It muſt in all probability work in them a naule- 
onſneſs, and retiring themſelves from-ſuch Offenders, at. 
leaſt till they have renewed and waſhed themſelves by 
Repentance, and made their Peace with God in Chriſt: 
For'there is no greater Kane pathy than between theſe ' 
Pire and chaſt Spirits, and any Sin or Foulneſs, * _. 
- 3, It cannot chuſe bnt be a moſt grateful Spetacle 
to theſe Envious and Malignant Evil Spirits, who upon 
the diſcovery of ſuch a fall of a Good Man, call their 
Impure Company together, and make paſtime abaut 
ſach 'an objeCt, as Boys do about a drunken Man, and 
vpbraid the Sacred and Pure Angels. Look here i; your 


10s 


i relied to the Angels. 


on 5 your Profeſſor - Come fee” in what «Candies, 


4- It lays-open ſuch-a Man:to 'the Power and Malice 


e, of thoſe Envious the have g pore him within "4 
re | great them, fedeti's 'Man => 


fe xious to their "Miſthi : and as the _—_—_— and noi. 


oy ſomneſs of Sin, drives Wawer! the pu ory pirits;”- - = 0 
A ether Tr. 
ih t aid al Sia. id. 'F through inad 

ir ! rmity, or Temptation,. we. fall. into it, tobe 

33 make our” 'and waſh our ſelves as {6 
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Qderation, i is that Grace or Vertue part 4 
a Man governs his ſenſual Appftite,” ; 
Paſſions and AﬀeCtions, his Words and > 
Attians,from all Exceſs and Exorbitancy. - 

It refers, 1. To the Senſual Appetite - 2. To the | 

Paſſions of the Mind + 3. To Speech and Words : 4. 

To the Actions of our Life. P 

1. Moderation in the J/enſual Apperite : and» this is Þ - 

properly Temperance, which is a prudent Reſtraing "x: 

of our a from all Exceſs in Eating, Drinking, 

and thoſe other Inclinations that gratifie our Senſes. : 

E And certainly this*becomes us not only as Chriſtians, Þ 

—- * but as Reaſonable Cyeatures ; for the ſenſual Appetite, F- . 
E- 


and thoſe Inclinations that tend to the gratification.of- 
our External ſenſes , are in a great Meaſure the 
fa Men and Brutes, and they are in the due order | 
« Good and Convenient” for both: we cannot | | 
live without them. Bat —_— God hath givento K-; 
| 
: 


Mankind a higher and a > yk Nature, namely, Un- 
derſtarding and Reaſon, which in the Right poſture,and 

conſtitution of the Humane Nature isto Govern,Guide, || . 
Moderate, 


: Superi intendency of 
e himſelf into the condition | 


th to that diſtin vertue of Tempe- 
1063 \Eforbearififiet A. mn 5h pt1 h nd 
mAMaderati owed For Bf fa Afton 57a 
&- arc :here” EINER poo, 'nathely, Love, 
| of; Joy, Gtief, Ho ear; and thoſe 
aber mie or derivatives Paſſoin N that ariſe +in Man 
of IR Objetts.” 


J y aly, kf ced, 
er- np ne echey become greateſt —_ the 
-hoth to .the Perſons [themſelves 'iti | 

Whom they-are, and to others. We' may eaſily Jams 4.ts 
: anetibe andEnormitics,and Diſtempers 
' and Tronhles,-and Di ' that we'obſetve in our ' 
Fs $ or athers, to the [rhmoderation, andDiforder of 


" jen ee LOR due Moderatipn of them is of 


6;:both for the attaining'of rrue Tranquil | 
* ty af Mind; and reguarity'in all wedo or ſay,and 
2 "The Note , Qrderand Benefit of 'Mankind- 
Skim 07 ore. of all our Paſſions confiffs 
proiicipelly? iwo things *' 1. That they be not "mif- 
(om wrong »Obje&sz- as to Love that: 
Vis ed 1d' not love, but poſſibly hate'$” or to © 
hate thatryuhich -which we ſhould: love; and: ſoforthe 
- reſt2. mp Tightly placedin reſpect oftheit'Ob- 
| Jed, yer rhar they be «not /, "tn or pred ormns 


| TS >that » Ar Eo 
and fares. ; + Jed 63 2$0:55 21 ft Rigo0t0 } 
ont Paſſions ;are: either. 
© thought; -as-;the"4 | 

"that - 1s 


ſions 18:10 be made according; 
of that, Good, or. that -Evil.that'is che x | 
of..my,Paſſion....If the--Gbod or Evil: be. great; it; der 
| cr A eommckan; if ich -or Afﬀettion! 
[ that. Jo; aboutchenw; if erp ag ths# 


_ 


diverlified according toithe-diverſity Ires 

Good that each ObjeQhath, all e82udjanfts- | 

 and;conſequences þeingfconſtlered. The like may- be'\. 
fas Jooghing Exils qpep any: mp tran” 
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of 'my Love,” Joy IE 
| will ſet as greats xt 
16quUt yew avgren and i Tap and eons, or. De- 
| touRae "as-a Boy doth to/ 
or as Sar pony to'-a'Dia 
| Jadgment,”or Eft from the 


tn o che pu pon ting, 


the-Paſbi 

t-inro Mor War fs ae ft be'con-' 

ch = == 
hat! degree: of 
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© 3 4 | 

- 1 | ripening" oP rhe Judgthont; thers maulÞ heeeflarily, opt 


7 } uf j her miſtake or diſorger,or-im- 
Sls 2 Merarion 74 che Paſſion of what? Kind''ſbever;; add: 
.'þ theithe Mind is diſturbed,” and put into'diforder ſads'! 
P';, | devly ;*is difficultithen to/make's WyJudgment; or 
2 | arleaſt;it comes t60late;arid many times'afrer. the tniſt 
| | ciief ls done by the haſty and precipitate Amy 
EE” without 


wy fil of Zo THE pal and. ew | 

<: e- ove, -13; the;princi 

ning auger the Mind;-;and.the Root of, allio. 
Pallona ſorontuciSerer Lioveasnders thr hatafl 


Eaters menFi an og IE $1 To 

{ rimakes me or 

ghted in yment-of ome Y 

I6fsor.depri Ec _ 1 
nor demmeioner iy 


the: Gin Long on and. -an- abies 

and:Baundlefs Loye i and ſince, | 

== Galois tha.chiefelt/and. Teonite Good,-/thiere-. 

camiot'beany;lpmoderation or exceſgot: Love t0;him ;- 

ad tberafore:this Moderation af our Aﬀettion of Love, - 

hatin place in relation to my Love of God, far-I:can-! - 
ated jove him 109; mech. - Bug this Moderation: of this 

tion fm NEres the r.y00d verry ; this 
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Fat 


of obo w Afelins, F 
42s -Honour,. Power, »Reputation,/Re» 
mater Friends, Health of Body, Pleaſures, and Ex- 
entments, Recreations, Good Cloths, Equi» 

mo State," I ſoch like. -.: 


e Good. things-of this Life, hape i in themſelves 
T of: Good, and therefore according to 
aſure. gy that is in then, they deſerve-a 
e-.meaſyre of our Lowes for Exterpal 
ings are really. Bleſſings. - 
+ And among, the ſeveral Good things of of this io World, 
1er hopes ferersy Rooks and Degrees.0 ſome are 
ood, ſome are better ;. and rap the proporti- 
or ; meaſure of Loye "that 1 lend to; them, .is:to be 
moderated and diſtributed and expreſſed, according to 
beſe, different Degrees and Ranks of good” that we 
ind in them, orthe relation they bear to. me ; for in- 
ance, 1 may love, my, Wealth, but ſince Wealth j is but 
b ſetg doformmeg direCted ather ends, as to ſupport 
y: ae Health, my Relations, Iam to love it leſs 
Ee heſe; are more valuable, - and:my 
is Souly d ifag or.good to theſe Ends, and ſur 


3 along 
oeton Efion of Love. in relation to Ex- 
GO HASTE rincipally.,in theſe things ;- 
05 Good |. that 
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Yi TE r6 ay. is nor, we mult. look upon hn 


bee muutable: or. morrtal, or ſuch. as. have a. Good in. 


Proportionate qnly tq our preſent Condition,and 
n our condition. is altered , - the-. Good that is,in 


ek ;vaniſheth:.' And, if they be ſuch, we muſt eſtcem 
them as ſuch, and loze them as ſuch; and ſuch for ihe 
h mo 
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Friends, Relations, nay, owr very ; $0238% 

*$. Thar we 166k upon all monies that 'is in® rhe 

World, as derived from the Goodveſs © Bites God, nd -infi- 

aitetybelow thas' Good that is 'in Hi 

all our Love to-them-mult be fahoriindrs" rs ro that Love 

that we owe to God; ind muſt be controuled by-it,ard 

| IOIIING uſb: give place unto It:- Sup ſe'l 
cat Wealth, or many Relations, Fmay, The 

ceaſed 1 ought to-bear fome Loveto hems Þ 

remember ir is-bur-aderivative and 

and therefore 1-muſt Love them'wit om EIT 


qualification, that if God pleaſe r6/call for thenf, Life | 
quiettypart with'them; tor as I have ther bnder that 


condition;ſo the Love Lowe to God; the ſupream 
engageth me to/ ſubmit to/ his Will; ad to'obey 
if }'ETove him beſt, - I muſt be * pleaſed *wirh 

Willis pleaſed ;'for I judge ry Led 2 
therefore his Will the bl Will 


W "Fain +2 rotate of feve 
of our affeCtions, to them. The Tore by ng a 
well; but in a Stortfito fave his Life,is Tn tothifoy 
his Goods over-byard. And"the® excerciſe of 'WiY 
in this kind, - principally conſiſtsin"the due weighinz 
rhe ſeveral valtes of Good things of feveratnatu 
ranging of them*in' their ſeveral Ranks} and alfo'i 
the diligent confideration of the feverar Thani $, 
that accompany ſeveral things ie many times 


good things thatare in cherhſK1 eferrable "before 
others, receive art abatement and Tales 
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State whercin 1 live Ree my Wealth, yea, and before 


{og Soul before the Good of anothe:'s Eſtate, 


here-the one, -but; not. both are juſtly in my power ; 
I may;prefer, an ;£qual Good to a Relation, : before: an 
Equal. Good to a Stranger where, the concernment-or 
condition.of both are Equal; becauſe [I have juſt reaſon, 
to love a Relation-hgfore a Stranger. Again, 2. As there 
arg different Ranks of : Gaod, ſo different Circumftances 
make one Good: preferrable before another ; If: 1-ſee 
two Men in danger, and 1 can but relieve one of them, 
bothibeing.cqual, co me, I am to prefer the relief of thim 
whoſe danger. is greater,and more imminent, before the 
relief, of him whoſe danger is leſs, or morerremore;and 
TM herein 
344.*7 
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herein Prudence and Integrity of Heart muſt be thedi- | 
reQor of my Love, and'of the Emanations of it,altways 
provided that nothing'unjuſt or diſhoneſt, be mingled 
with what I do. 1 - CELL SHHABT | 
"4; "That as among; goods of different Sizes, of De- 
grees, am to prefer the beſt ; ſo among Good things, 
at leaſt teem'equal, I do prefer the: moſt laſting and 
durable;tor Laſtingneſs Ind Durablegeſs is a ſpecial part 
of the Goodneſs of any thing zaay, oftentimes a Good 


that in its preſent degree or extent is greater ; yet" if 
" it be leſs durable, is not ſo valuable as a leſs, but more 


laſting Good ; as'the greater Wealth, that muſt be 
ſpent in a year, is. truly leſs Valuable, than a ſmaller 
Portion that laſts two Years. «i, 

*5. That we obſerve that General Rule- before given; 
namely,That we.never give our affeCtion of Love leave 
to run out alone; withour Judgment and Conſideration, 

oing before it, and going,aloug with it : That we ſuf - 
er not our Paſſions to deal out their owt meaſures, but 
our Judgment and.Deliberation : That we always Keep 
this Aﬀection, eſpecially under Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment, and ſuffer it not to run away from us, as an un- 
ruly Beaſt without a Chain 3 for it is certain, the due 
Government of this AﬀeCtion governs all the reſt. 
And now if we-look abroad into the World, or ing 


deed bur ſtritly and impartially obſerve our ſelves,we 


ſhall eaſily obſerve a marvellous want of Moderation of 
this Aﬀecion. . For, , not to mention the miſ-þla- 
cing of this AﬀeCtion, upon what we ſhould really hate, 
we may ſee a great Irregularity inthe Meafure and Or- 
der of Exerting this Aﬀection about things,. that we 
may in their meaſure and Kind Love :- We talk indeed 
of loving of God above all, and of the great value we 
ſet upon our Souls and everlaſting Life, and of Self-De- 
rial, and againſt loving of the World, - and how vain 
and contemptible a thing the World is ; but for _ 
or | molt . 
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- Port. We love the World, the Wealth, the H - 
-the Pleafores, the 'Profits of 'ir, with all our 'Souls 3 
we make it our principal Buſt neff to attain and enjoy 
Ks hes «© our greateſt Calamity when” we are _ 
pointed in it. One Man ſets his whole 
ery ok bis Greatneſs, another up8#n his Wealth, 
another 'npon his Pleaſure and Recreations, another up- 
on his Preferment, another upon the Favour of Great 
' Men, another pon the Applauſe of his Learffing or E- 
loquence, another u _ the Beauty of a Miſtreſs or Ser- 
vant : nay, *ſo Childiſh we many times are, that we 
are inamoured on very Toys, 2s fine Clo hand- 
ſome Furniture, a Fine Houle, ſplendid Entertainments, 
a fine Head of Hair, of Mad Antick Poſtures,or Com- 
| =o AﬀeCted Words, «Geſtures or Phraſes, Apiſh 
tation, Plays, and Gaming, 'new Faſhioffs ; that 
many there are'that make ſuch Feathers as theſe, the 
Principal Object of the Love, the Buſineſs and Study 
of their-Lives, andare as much concerned in their dif- 
appointment herein, *s if they were undone. Theſe 
are prepoſterous, and want Moderation in their Aﬀe- 
ion, becauſe they have no- true Judgment or Eſtimate 
of things, according to their true Values. 
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for all 'Hanane” Actions. And thus it 
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. Some End. chit A 
ha be Kick 'or "Po bs | | ob by 
op mater pt $s ordinary Men} bur there 
Went nobler Condition, 2s to be evetlaſtingly. 
| =o Ee, But of theſe pobler and higher Ends, 1 do 
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x _ Bz CE Is "of Worldly Me £ 
> "2. Thatendisalſo repreſented s an End Poſt nd 


_—_ Thos here Ren Means popalgt prodaty f 
3. a” _ 
conduc ng to the attai that End; and the Hope - & 


- Ex ion of aye $ the 7 64 or Life that 


ſe 
ET CHEE 
cen en in © 01 pf h 


dey _Ton of the End pro propoſed is at all times equal,and + 
moſt times exceeds the mplcency, that i _ taken in 
Enjoyment of the End — attained , eaſon 
hereaft pgiven 3 ; for the endis preſent Ctation 
in the ample andcomprehetiſife Image or Idea 
thereof that can be : And this is that which quickeng 
and drives on Action witk-iritenliveneſs ppeSonthle 


to that meaſure of Worth a wh: ra ber LF 


Value of the Ha 
duſtry ; he that ſets 


but little og | 
atrain If, is cold in is Sr it. 6s if 
Labour 38d indultcy, that is,x6 rk in, the a of that 
meatis, appear to equal the.G 
a Me whole Fn is le, as | 
at ſets agreat- ue [poo Tar pares: 
ts oe of tata Jes oh Hina, has g 
opon' it, .is flat and lazy. "her Erb of; it; and: 
he that looks upon it as "br countervaliagths: _ iQ; 
acquiring, it, ſits ſtill and ,is; idle-in it. 
Re. « ul moſt part'the good things of, this: World, 
are preſented 1 to Men..in xPreanon, not, only.in _ 
' beſt dref$, 'but in an elevated; Value above what. is. in 
a in them ; and this i therefore Þuporadouble 
caſon. 


1, The ke Wiſe Providence of God permitting it _ 
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in Motion; which is of fingular uſe for Mankind*For 
if the things exciting the ordinary Actions of 'Life'aid' * 
appear with no-greater'an Elevation than' poſſibly they 
do really and intrinſically bear, the moſt part of Man- 
kind would fit ſtill and do nothing. This yery fallacy, 
that Men put upon rhemſelves in oyer expeCting,' js a 
Spur to Aftion and Motion; which in moſt Men wou!d 


FF 4 


did ſet them in Action, as. the end ſtands thus repreſent= 
ed to their ExpeCtation. Meet"; , 
"2. Mankind being indued with a Fancy ot Imaginatis . 
on, that hath not'only a Power of ſeparating the Good. 
of every thing from the Evil that may poſſivly accom- 
pany what ir expeQts, but alfo of ſtuffing and filling the 
Good with great imaginary Advances,ir doth (to pleaſe 
and gratifie it ſelf ) exerciſe both theſe delightful De-. 
- ceits. If it finds any gocd in what itexpedts, it doth pp- 
of choice thruſt-away-and remove 'all that Evil that is 
really aninexed to it ; that ſo it may not be vexed with 
the pre-apprehenſions of it : and it niuttiplics and aug- 
ments, and advanceth and magnifieth that Good that it 
hath Jefr, that ſo the may with the | —_ delight ex-" 
th wrought himſelf 
* up toa'belicf that he ſhall enjoy. | 


c | . The miſery and inhappineſs that falls upon Mankind, 
"/ from this advance of the Hope and Expettation of Worldly / 


7 
» ys 
& 
: T'LC 
| 'F 
G 


Ends, is obſervable in one of theſe events thereof, - _- + 
*r; It may be, there is an «etrer Fraſtrarion of the whale - 


RY; thing deſigned and aimed at, and fo his ExpeCtation is 


Y;, Honour, or Pleaſure, or the like z yer » 


+ Tike the dream of 'the hungry Man 'in the - 

| - Prophet, that dreamed hehad eaten, and Iſai. 29. $,. 
+ he awakes and behold he is hungry, _ 

* "2, If. he attain'the'End he expected, be it Wealth,or. 
times there j 


: doth attend it ſome ſignal Miſchief or Evil, That he had- 
% G2 | not 
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be wholly intermitted, unleſs the very worldly concerns 
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Of . Worldly Hope. | 
not before the Patience to think of, that doth render 
the whole Enjoyment to. be utterly athing miſchievous, 
and; worſe than a diſappointment. And indeed the things 
of the World are generally of ſuch a conſiſtency, that 
a very little evil joined to it, will ſowre and make it 
unſayory.' A want of a little ſpot of Ground for a Gar- 
den,; will make the fruitions of a Kingdom bot iofipid 
to Abab : and a want of e MHordecai's Knee, will diſre- 
liſh all the Honourovf the great Courtier Hamar. The 
truth is,the mind is that which makes any thing unecake- 
and it falls out, that a fimall croſs ertrouble:toa Mind, - 
eſpecially filled with expeCtation ' of a full and-intire 
Happineſs, ' will be as troubleſome. as- a ſmall Thorn 
In a great Mans Foot. Y R 
- 3, But yet further, ſuppoſe we that -the thing pro- 
jected, is attained without any mixture of miſchief at 
tending it ; yet here is an inſeparable unhappineſs,that. - 
doth attend the moſt; perfe&t Enjoyment of the beſt 
worldly advantage projected and expected ; it is al- 
ways leſs than-it was expefted. The Expectation flattered - 
it {elf with much more than what it finds; and a Man 
doth infallibly. find that his Mind and Phantaſfie had 
- dreſſed up and adorned the image and;Phantaſin of what 
was projected, much finer and goodlierthan he finds it, 
when he attains it. A Man projeting Happineſs ia 
Honour, Wealth, Friends, Applauſe, Pleaſure, or any 
other Earthly thing, is much like 'a Builder, that hath 
much more content in his Contrivance and Expectation 
of the Beauty, Comebneſs, Uſefulneſs, Contentmentr, 
and other Complacency of his Pg. than when it 
is finiſhed; and when he hath done al!, nay though 


exquiſitely ſuitable to his Mind,' yet his Contentment 
yaniſheth in the Fruition, and the Contentment, as it 
falls ſhort of. the Expettation, ſo;for;the moſt partir 
dies andyaniſheth with the Enjoyment, 
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£2 and Expeftatin,  . - 85 
© Take therefore this Counſel : Firſt, In all thydeſigns 
of- Temporal Advantages, keep thy Expeftations aud 
Hopes low, clog them with Suſpicions, and Abatemznts, 
and Allays; - otherwiſe -thy Expectations will cnear 
thee ; and not only ſo, but render that good that thou 
ſhalt attain (even upon honeſt deſigns) inlipid and flar, 
becadſe leſs than - what thou expecteſt : whereas a low 
Expectation gives a reliſh toalow Enjoyment. Secondly, 
Set not thy Heart upon an earneſt proſecution of Temporal 
Advantages : For,if they do not vex thee by Diſappoint- 
ment, or ſome Thorn or Gall that doth adhere to them, 
yet it is ten to onethey will cheat thee ; appear more _ 
glorious at a diſtance and. in Expectation, than nearec 


' *hand, and in Fruition. They are trimmed up - with 


Report and Expettatiqn ; but in reallity, and in them- 
ſelves, are like the Apples of Sodom, beautiful tothe 
Eye, but vaniſh into duſt when'tonched. Solomon was 
certainly the Wiſeſt, and externally happieſt King that 
ever the World knew : He had thie greateſt opportunity 
that ever any Man- had, to take a tull Eſtimare of the 
World in its choicelt Enjoyments, by reaſon of his 


_ Wealth, and Peace, and Power aud. Intereſt,almoſt with 
all-the Princes and Potentates that then reigned. He 


had a vaſt Judgment and Underſtanding of all things in 
Nature,and conld with exquifite Skill an4 Reliſh, ſearch 
into, and attain all that was externally Good and De- 
ſirable in this World, And befides all this, he made it 
his chief buſineſs to ſearch out -what was that good for 
the Sons of Men, under the Son, and this he did neither 
brutiſhly, as led therennto by Senſyaliry, nor. ſuperfici- 
ally, or barely by ſpeculation ; bur. he made it his hy- 
ſineſs not only ſtrictly to enquire intq it by his Reaſon 
and Judgment, bur allo really to experiment and try the 
matrer he thus ſought after : And having with much 
induſtry and obſeryation climbed, as it were, to: the 
top of all Worldly Felicity and Enjozym:at, and he- 

"oy | G 3 | holding 
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holding the reſt of Mankind, as well as they were able, 
reaching and Rear as it were, towards this pre- 
cipice' of Worldly: Felicity. Vee 


Dum monte potitus 
Speitat anhelantem aurg ad faſtigia turbam. 


From this high Mountain he beſpeaks Mankind in 
his critical Book of Eccleſiaſtes, as it were in this man- ' 
ner : Te Childrenof Men, I ſee ye are full of great Ex- 
peftations of and by Worldly Contentments ; F<. | you take 
much pains for the acqueſt of them ; Liſten a while what 
1 ſhall ſay to you ;, 1 have had thoſe Opportunities of a full 
arfcovery of the beſt that this World can afford ;, Wealth, 
Honoxr, Pleaſures of all ſorts and kinds, and ſuch Oppar- 
Faunitics 4s none of « you ever bad or can expeFt to make the 
} like diſcovery; and 1 have denied my ſelf nothing that this 
3 World can afford to give mg Content, apd the moſt exqui- 
E-. ſite Taſte and Reliſh of theri;, and I bave now arrived to 
'+he very Faſtigium, rhe very bigheft point of this Moun- 

rain of Pleaſure and Worldly Fruition ; and I find my {A 
"wholly deeerved in what I expetied, J expefted indeed as 
grear Contentation as you do, but now I bave taſted of eve- 
ry Diſh, I find them all to be but vanity and vexation of Spi- 
Tit. 1 have not been only diſappointed in what I expefted 
from them, but inſtead thereof I have reaped notbing but 
Sorrow, Anxiety, Vexation : you do therefore decetue 
your ſelves in all the pains you ;al; while ye think from theſe. 
'Worldly Enjoyments, ye ſhall acquire Happineſs, yea, or Con- 
-fentation in them. Be wiſe therefore, and take warning 

me, the greateſt example that ever the World knew of this 
kind, Give over theſe laborious, buſie and vain pur ſuits 
'of yours : and take out but this concluding Leſſon of mine, 
"which 1 have learned by \ infallible Experience, Fear God, 
bh. and keep his Commandments, for this is ghe whole 
YH Pury of Man - Fla 
LOOT Heb, 
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For. here we: have no continuing City, but: we ſeek 
" þ one to come. 


Have in my courſe of Life, had as mary Stations 
+and places of Habitation as moſt Men. 1 ' have 
| been'in'almoſt continual Motion ; and altfongh 
A. / of all 'Earthly things I have the moſt defired 
Reft,” Retiredneſs, 'and a fixed private Station ; yet 
tlie- various (changes that I have ſeen and found, the 
Pablick Imployments, that without my ſeeking, and 
againſt-my Inclination have been put upon me,and many 
ether Interventions, as well private as publick, have: 
made the former part of this Text true to me in the 
Letter. that I have had no continuing City, or place 
of Habitation.” When I had deſigned nato my ſelf 
a' ſettled Manſion In one place, and had fitted ir to my 


” 2 convenience' and repoſe, | have been preſently con- ; 
4 BF ftrained by my neceſſary imployments to leave it and 3 
# KF repair to another: And when again I had thoughts to I 
4 find repoſe there, -and had again ficted it to my conve- E 
ſe. _ © hience; yet ſome other neceſſary occurrences have di- 

- BK verted me from it; and thus by ſeveral viciffitudes, my - 

) dwellings have been like fo many Inns to a Traveller, 

5 FF though of ſome longer continuance, yet almoſt of 

s ual inſtability and viciflitudes. This -unſetledneſs 

" of Station, though troubleſome, yet hath given me a 

, - FRoodand pruitical Moral; namely that 1 muſt not ex- 


c | petmyReftin this lower World, bot muſt make it as 
+ the placeof my Journey and- Pilgrimage, not of my 
f - G + Ree 


ated ORE Me a EE: "WS 
"+ 4* 2 * d 64 EG WEE 22 +, : 
EO ROEISS bn F | 
wg 3 #2, 4 = wy . 4 " 
4 ” 2 "th -- 
5 IZA ". y / » 
: SD L » 8 
Oo (dg . 


ES : 5 
1p 


of 
2 
my; 
__— 


0 AF 
« 


, : Ents 4 $4, 4 b 
: 5 640. >, #641 AE T4 7 ts > — 
* Et oC OPT BANE ot, * FOG. 5 
n ” - 


Heb. XII. 14 
Repoſe and Reſt, but muſt look further'for that Happi- 
neſs. And-truly when T conſider that it hattFbeen che 
Wr{dom of "God Almighty to exerciſe thoſe Worthies, 
which he left as Patterns to the reſt of Mankind, with 
this kind 'of Diſcipline tn this*'World, 1 have reaſon 
not to complain of it as a Difficulty, or an Inconveni- 
ence, -but-x6. be thankful tohim for it as an{nſtration 
and Document, to put me, in.remembrance of a better 
Home, and to incite me to make a due Proviſion ' for it, 
even that Everlaſting Reſt which he hath provided for 
them that love him; and by pouring; me thus i froffi 
Veſſel to Veſlel, to keep me: from fixing myſelf too 
much upon this World: below: But the Truth -is; did 
we-conſider 1his World as. becomes us;: even. as Wile 
Men, we may eaſily. find, without-the helpof.-any ſuch 
particalar Diſcipline of this Natures That this World 
below, neither was intended, nor indeedican be a place 
of Reſt, but only a kind of Laboratory to-fit ;and -pre« 
Pare the Souls of the Children of. Men for a better and 
more abiding State, -a School to exerciſe and train -us 
up i1:t0 Habits of Patience and Obedience;;tifl we ard 
fitted co another Station,-! a little narrow. Nurſery; 
wherei: we may-bedreſled and pruned,till tranſplanted 
into a better Paradiſe. - The continual Troubles and 
1:7-ompoſures, and Sickneſſes, and Weakneſſes? av 
Caiarmries that attend our Lives; the ſhortneſs, and 
conirued Vexation occurring in - them; and finally; 

the common examples of Death and Mortality of - all 
Ages, Sexes, Conditions of -Mankind, are a fſuſfcient 
inſtration to convince reaſonable Men, - that -have' the 
Szriouſneſs and Patience to conſider and obſerye, That 
we-nave-no abiding City here. And onthe other ſide, 


if we will give our ſelves but the leiſure: to confider 


the great Wiſdonof Almighty God;'that orders every 
thing, in the World toends ſuitable and proportionablez 
the excellence of- the Soul and Mind of Man'; the great 
1 TEN + i ; \ Vances 
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i- WU &d tb lnproventencs, bis Mlatucs is coped of z 
the Ic meds} the-: Mercifal and: Wiſe God 
hash unto:Mankind, by his: Works of 'Nature 
and Providedd;:by his: Word andiInftructions, tainas 
ble-him for a | bobler Lifes than this: World belaw can 
yieldz/ will:caſily-[canfeſs that there: is another Stats, 
Sr Ny20 come; which becomes every - Gaod, 
and; Wiſes: and: conſiderate Man to-look after -and- fig 
himRlf.for- And yetieta Man look ypon the genera- 
ieg-of Mankind -with a-due and- ſevere Conſideration, 
y.. wu appear tor be like a-company of mad or diſtem- 
——_ The! generality of: the World make. it 

ir, whole buſineſs to: provide for a Reſt and Happineſs 
inthis World, to make: theſe vain Acqueſts of Wealth 
and; Hohour; and-;Preferments and Pleaſures of this 
World; .ctheir:great;'if not only Baſineſs and Happineſs; 
and; which is yet. a bigher degree of Frenſte, to eſteem 
this the-ovly Wiſdom; and to eſteem. the careful Pro- 
viſion for Etetnity, the Folly of-a few weak, melancholy, 
fanſyful Men : Whereas it is. in truth, and in due time 
it wilk moſt evidently appear, that thoſe men that are 
moſt ſedulons and ſollicitous tonching, the attaining df 
their Everlaſting Reſt, are the: only true; Wiſe: Men, 
and ſo ſhall be acknowledged by thoſe that now deſpiſe 
them: ''W3/d. 5. 4: We' Fools atcounted bis Life Madneſs, 
ard; bis end to be without Honoxr. - Hom vs he: numbred 
among the Children 'of God, and, his Lot 4s among | the 
Saints? | by: tc ley; «4 & 
When I come: to. my 1» I have this Conſideration 
preſently occurs:to me. If my Lodging be good and 
fair, the; Furniture ſplendid, - the Attendance great, 
the Proviſions good and - well ordered: yet I ſtreight 
conſider this is not the place of my Reſt, | muſt leave 
it-to Morrow,and ther I ſet-nat/my Heart upon it; 
And-again, if my lon;be but poor, 'my Entertainment 
mean; wy Lodging decayed, 1 do: not preſently Ga 
+36 or 
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{oy Painterss: Carpetiters,  andi:Maſons! tor are 
beancific it ;/ bur 1'\coneat ly folic eres ei | 
bear with the Inovoven [becauſe 1 confidertic vill 
Ke bur for 2 night; and tro-Motrowi I (hall 'be:gone} and 
poſlibly come co/myi Home, where ſhall be betcevicon- 
yenienced.' And although the'crartvis, thatithis World 
is4irtle acher than-our Inn toentercain us \jn-our;Jours 
zey r0-anothey Life;z and our ſtay in itvis manytiimes 
very ſhort; yea; our-longeſt ſtayhere-in conparifon:bf 


Eternity,is infinitely! more ſhort cthan'a'! 
2t an Inn, in compariſon” to-thedo chore 5; 
it is a wonderful thing to-/obferve; how much; welare ts; 


ken up with the concerns of this our: Inn, whabaſtir we 
keep about it;, what pains and coſt wwe; imploy 'in it's 
tw much of -oor time islaid'our upon it ; as if it were 
var only home. - | If: our 'Lot caſt —_— 2\ handſoine 
1:6dping (as it were) and it farni with- Wealth, 
or:'Glory, or Honour, bow we pride our ſelves'in-ic? 
how: goodly we look upon our felves? 'how happy'we 
think onr ſelves ?: what care we-have-to make iv: more 
Rich, Glorious, and Splendid ;-And' oa the other fide, 
if our Lot caſt us upon-a lower, weaner Station! if we 
ere Poor, or:Sickly;'or:Neglected, or under Hatches, | 
what a deal of Impartience ,” and” Diſcontent; i and ' 
Unquietneſs appears\#- - Nay, though our Lodging and 
Entertainment in this Inn of the World be pretty well, 
ard will ferve till we rake our Journey; yet if it b& nor 
fo Fine,and Splendid,and Rich and Comely as arothers, 
i. our Meat be'e! to ſuſce Nature, 'if oof Cloths 

. enbagh to 'provetrus from Cold, if ' our Hoyſe- 

E. enongh to keep off-the Storms, and defend us 

-. 1njaries, yet if theſe be not-ſo goaod-a5 ſuch'a-Manspor 
- _ facha Neighbours, not ſo good' agmyAnceſtors or /Re- 

tations, Lord ?* What a deaF"of Unquierneſs, and 

Coinplaining, and Envy, and Impatience, and\ Tutbu- 

lency of mind there is in Men-? What — 
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Means Men take to:advance their own condition, and 
depreſs others? and all this while never conſider 
t which would caſely cure the Extravagance, as well 


content my ſelf, it is but my Inn, it may ſerve for my peſ» 
ſage, 1 ſhall, it may be, leave ie to moerrow, and then if 1 
have taken that due care tbat becomes me in my proviſion far 
my Eternal State, I am certain the caſe will be 4 with 
me ; bowever my Ins be Poor, Mean, Inconvenient, Trog- 
bleſome, it is but for a night, my home will be better ;, 
have learned, that I bave here no abiding City, but I ſeek, 
one t0 come. The benefits of the.conlideration of this 
Text are many : | Ky 
1, It will teach a Man a very low eftees of this preſent 
World, and never to ſet the Heart upon it. Wile «how 
ſet thy heart upon that which 45 nat ? It is not an abiding 
City : Either like the old feigned inchanted Caſtles, is 
will yaniſhand come to little while we think we have 
faſt hold of it ; or elſe we muſt leave it, we know not 
how ſoon. It is full of trouble and vexation when we 
enjoy it ; and very unſtable and uncertain is our ſtay in 
It...2. But let it be as good it it will, or can be, yet this 
Text tells of a City that is better worth our Thoughts, 
an abiding City, a City that cannat be ſhaken, where 


there are no Troubles, no Thorns, no. Cares, no. Fears, 


but Righteouſnefs, and Everlaſting Peace and Reſt. 
- 2, Conſequently it will teach ps to ſeck. that which is 
moſt of value firſt and moſt, and make that our greateſt 
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— Heb. XIH. 14 © 
> -  , Ay,'to ſeek that City that is to come, Peace with Gad 
-  - Tis Chriſt Jeſus, and the Hope of Eternal Life. Itis 8 
"true, 'while we are in this City that continues not (this 
-Ioferiour World) God Almighty requires a due care | 
'for Externals, and Induſtry in our Imployments, and 
-Diligence in our Callings : It is part of that fervice we 
owe to God, to our Families, . to our Relations, to our 
Selves ; and being done in Contemplation of his Com- 
miand, it is an aCt of Obedience and Religious Duty to 
"tien : But this Conſideration will add this Benefir even 
to our ordinary Imployments in our Calling, it: will 
be ſure to bring a Bleſſing upon it. Seek firſt the King- 
dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and all: theſe 
"things ſhall be added unto you. It ſhall be given in as an 
advantage and over-meaſure. 2. It will add great 
-Chearfulneſs to the Imployments of your Calling, and 
to thoſe Worldly Imployments that are requiſite for 
your fapport and ſubſiſtence, when you reſign up 
your Endeavours therein to the good Pleaſure of Al- 
mighty God. 3. It will remove all yexatious Sollicitouſ- 
neſs and Anxiety from you, when you ſhall- have ſuch 
"Conſiderations as theſe ; Almighty God (it is rrue ) 
. bath placed Menin this World, as in a paſſage to another, 
and requires of me an Honeſt Imployment for my ſupport 
and ſubſbence'; or elſe hath lent me a reaſonable liberal 
Portion, whereby' I may comfortable ſubſift without much 
| Pains or Labour ; Twill uſoit ſoberly, Chearfully, Thank: + 
fully: - If he bleſs me with Increaſe or greater Plenty,T will © 
Stcreaſe my Humility, Sobriety, and Thankfulneſs ; but if | 
#1 be not his Pleaſure to bleſs me with Plenty and' Increaſe ; 
bir Will be done, -T bave enough in that I have; there is 
another more abiding City, wherein T ſhall have ſupplies | 
withour Want, 'or Fears, or Cares, 
3. This Conſideration will give abundance of Qui- 
etneſs, Patience, Tranguility of * Mind in all conditions. 
Am#Fin this World Poor, or Deſpiſed, or Diſgraced, 
I rs or 


| SHE Heb. XTIIT. 14. | 97 -© - 
| 7 or in Sickneſs, or Paig; yet this Text gives me two 
> & great ſupports under it. 1. It will be but ſhox, this 

3 & lower World,the Region of theſe Tronhles and Storms, 

- is no continuing, no abiding City ; and conſequently 

| the TROY Storms of this Inferiour City-are noT 

, abiding or long. 2. After this Fi periſhing City, - 

p that thus paſſeth away, this ſowre Life which is but the 

: Region of Death, there ſucceeds another City that in- 

) dureth for ever, a City not made with Hands, Eteraal 

1 in the Heavens, a State of Everlaſting Bleſledneſs, 

| where are neither Cares, nor Tears, nor Fears, nor Po- 

; verty, nor Sorrow, nor Want, ner Reproach I will 

: therefore with all Patience, Chearfulneſs,and Content= 

L edneſs bear whatſoever God pleaſeth to exerciſe me 

r withal .in this Life ; for I well know that my light 

| AfiCtions, which are but for a Moment, ſhall be attend- 

r ed with a far more exceeding and eternal weight ef 
1 

) 
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Glory. | 
Theſe Conſiderations will ſeem but dry and empty, 
to Men that do not deeply and conſiderately weigh 
matters : Ordinarily young heads think them, at leaſt, 
 unſeaſonable for their youth ; but they muſt know that 
Sickneſs and Death will overtake the youngeſt in time, 
,-and that will undeceive People, and render the het 
* appearances of this World, either Bitter, or at leaſt 
infpid, and withoat any pleaſant reliſh; and then the 
Hopes and Expectations of this City to come, will be 
' more of value to us than the beſt Conveniences and 
Delights this lower World can afford. Let us there- 
- KF fore inour Health make it our Buſineſs to ſecure our In- . 
s KF tereſt in it, and it will be our Comfort and Benefit both 
s FF in Life and Death. 
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did. my Pitienc differ" in this, 
»"oghat the ObjeRr of the is any conditi- 
[7 oh, whether it'be Good, Bad; or Indifferent; 
| AM. the Obje&of the latter is dny preſent or 
hither Evil.: But th ht they differ in the Latitnde £ 
or Extent-of their Object, yer they' both ariſe from 4 
et Principle, which, if rightly qualified, gives = 
en On Ns co | 
ve; 15;' that w or 
parently-Good. a If ouriate ve F ie eM 
? ntent or 


patrence arifeth bh. 

p—_—_ that We loveand value, . = 

and arcording to' the | naſbte of our Ld thing "4 
we waits 'fuct is the meaſure of our Di contenyor Im- 


- the wartt of -it. 

=  Heriausſtrs his love: wor that, which the more be loves, 
F pr Smet 5,85 ſure to avoid the danger of Di; content 
{1 3 becauſe he' cannot want that which he 
hook and- chough he love ogy: Fo elfe, that may 
; betolt; yer in that Toly he is not obnoxious to much + 8 
| | Impatience or content, becauſe he 1 Is ſ: fare'ro ware oY 
;  thar = 


. = n_ portion fi Sy dots 
ie is ſure : to enjoy;a a im parting ove 
that is left for the thing EE of, and conſe- 


quads a-djopapend bap-ligys, apdopeadqmichy w/ 


He that ſets his Love upon the Creature; or 2ny reſult 
, from it, as Honour, Wealth, R ow wn Power, 
Wife, mpatn Friends, cannot poly avoid diſcon- 


wh for Th 
GEEEEISE 


of his =. and - pr in the of of them,or 
were ; 


ogy pgs 

Sb he loves them; beſt;z,- 
LT to ons the wore love he returts to. 
his Goodpeſs che: more. freely.” 
Se we are certain that we cannot be 


greg 
000 amine 1 F 


jg ic incl lo £108 God, yet ha 


ey to ile a 
as Health, 


+ loſſes. 
$a Becauſe the Soul is Rill aflred-of £4 v4 is. molt F 
ated the lave of. God . returned to:;the- Soul nos x 
compenſates and drowns:the other jo6,-a0d the dileon- 
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that his Will is the beſt 
H Jews Will, 
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Wil, and fit to be the meaſure and rule of ours, and |; 
not ours of his: And inas much as we*conclude that ho / 
Lefsor Croſs befals us without his Wilſ,” we do ltke- 
wiſe conclude thar it is moſt fit"to be born : and hes 
cauſe he never wills any thing, but upon” moſt Wife 
and” Juſt Reatis, ty we conclu e that lurely there are 
ſuch.Reafons in iſpenſation'; and we ſtudy, and 


Foyer, and try. Anda 25 we Can ſpell ont thoſe Reaſons 
of his. 


* —_ . A... 
- £ : 
TW 
o % 
. | F Oo F , 


X OF | 
HE Helps againſt /mmoderate Anger ats 
of two. kinds. 1. Previous Conſiderations 
before-the occaſion is offered, to habituate 
the Mind to gentleneſs and quietnefs.. 2: 
Expedients that ſerve to allay;or diver Anger when 
the occaſion 1s offered, | | 


- 


Of the firſt ſort are theſe : G : 

1. The conſideration' of on7 own Failings, eſpecially 
in reference to Almighty God; and onr duty to him +$ 
which are much greater than- any demerits of others 


towards us: I provoke my Creator daily, and yet 1 


deſire his Patience towards me; and find it. With what 
fate can I expect gentleneſs from my Creztor, if eyery 


{mall provocation from my fellow Creature puts meinto 
paſſion ? | VIS RE 
2. The conſideration of the Unreaſonableneſs of that 


| Diſtemper in relpu of my ſelf * It puts me jnto a Per- 


taordation, and makes me unuſeful for my ſelf or athers, 
while the diſtemper is upon me: Ir breaks and diſcom- 
poſeth my thoughts, and makes me vnfit for buſineſs 


it diſorders my Conſtitution of Body till the ſtornt” be 


over : it diſeoyers to others my Impotency of Mind, 
H 2 and 


4 


MODERATION 7? 
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-. 200 Of Moderation 
b-'* cart be. by. my ſelf: It gratifies my-Adverſary,-when by 
A my Paſſion I improve his Injury beyond«the value of it, 
F © and injure and torment and damnifie my ſelf more by 
+, my qwnPerturbation.than he can.by theinjury he doth: 
L- It evidenceth a Preyalence of-my mareinfetiour and ſen- 
4 ſual part, common to me with the Beaſts, above my 
bo onable and more Nohle part. Sometimes indeed a 
Ma Perſonated Anger, managed with Judgment, is of ſingu- 
kr uſe, eſpecially -in Perſons in-Authority ; but ſuch an 
Anger isbur a painted fire, and without Pefturbation : 
But a Paſſonate Anger; was Injuries received, or upon 
ſudden Conceptions of them, is always without any end 
* at all of Good, either intended or effeted : Nay, it, js 
an itnpediment to the attairſing of 'any Good end: be- 
cauſe it blinds the Judgment, and tranſports Men into 
-inconſiderate Geſtyres, Words, and A@ions, 
- 3. Conſideratioft i2rbſpet7 of others, even of the very 
:perſons provoking. -It may be they are-Inſtruments, 
permitted by God as his Inſtruments, either'to correct, 


'eurſe David ; be not- too violent" _ the Inſtru- 
' ment, left peradyenture thou oppoſe: therein the prin- 
cipal Agent. Again, many Men are of fach a pitiful con- 
ſtitution, that their injuries ariſe from very impotence 
of Mind in them : Shalt T'be angry with'them, becauſe 
they want that underſtanding they ſhould have ? And 
; yet it is yery- ſirangeto ſee the weakneſs and folly of 
- our nature in this Paſſion, that it will break into a Per- 
turbation even with Children, Drunken Mer; Mad-men, 
Beaſts; yea, very dumb things : Witneſs our anger 
* with Cards and Dice, when their chances pleaſe fs nor; 
- which ſhews the Ucnreaſonableneſs and Frenzy of this 
+ Paſſion. A, = | 
+.:2, There be ſome Expedients againſt it, even when 
Ke dccalionis offered. 570; 


_- 


E,' and is more perceived and-obſerved. by. athers, than it ' 


or. try me, Peradventure: God hath bidden' Shimes 


T7 x. Carry 
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ſolution; and: Pradttice, 1 ' will not be angry, though #1 0+ 
caſion be adminiftred. And .let the return upop that 


- Reſolution be the firſt Act after. the Provocation given. 


For if a Man cati but bring himſelf to this paſs, that he- 
take not. fireupon; the firſt .offer, the Paſſion will cool. 
A Man calls-thea his Keaſon about him, and debates © 
with. himſelf: -/s chere cauſe I ſnould be 3 Al Or, is 
there any Good. end attainable by it ?. Or if ut be, what is 
the juſt medium, or ſize, or meaſure of Anger propertionable 
t0.that end?' -, And theſe ,Canſiderations will break the 
firſt on-ſet, of Paſlion,and then it ſeldom prevails : For, 
it is the firſt Wave that carries on the Perturbation to 
the end, which. if-it be. broken at the firſt, Serenity of 
Mind is preſerved with much Contentation,and ſenſe of 
advantage. PIE 

2. Take up this Reſolution, never to give thy ſelf 
leave to be angry, till thou ſeeſt the jul Dimenſions of 
the Provocation. Firſt, Learn whecher there be any 
ſuch thing done or no: For many times we ſhall find 
that a falſe report, or a miſ-conception in the Mind, 
fers up the Image of an Injury, and preſently the 


- Paſſion ſwells _ it; when, it may be, upon a due 
ere 


examination, there is no ſuch thing at all. Secondly, 
Admit there be an injury, yet learn what the Circum- 
ſtances of it are - For till that be known, though thou 
haſt a mind to be angry, thou knoweſt not what propor- 
tion or , Meaſure of Anger to allow, till thou knoweſt 
the Meaſure of the injury done. It may be it is not fo 
great ; or it way be it was Cone by miſtake ; it may be 
it, was done upon ſome provocation given by thee, or 
at leaſt ſo underſtood ; and then ir is not ſo maliciovs : 
and it may be the Man is coming to wake thee amends, 
or to ask thee pardon, This will give leifure to thy 
Reaſon, to thy Grace, to come in; and will break the 

; H 3 viſt 


' - 1. Carry always: 2 Jealoufie, over thy Paſſion, and a 2 
\ rick Warch upon it... Take, up this peremptory Re-: | 
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Of Moderatiow, &c. L 
firſt. ſhock, which the” chalerick 'blood gives to the 
Heart, which raiſcth the combuſtion; and then'a 'Thou-! | 
{and to one it comes to "nothing, and. either dies pre- I 
ſently, or languiſheth beJow the name of a Paſſion. - 

' 3- Incaſe of Provoration to Anger by Words, conſi. 
der. this, that there is nothing ſo much gratifies an ill” 
Tongue, as when it fiads an angry hearer : nor nothing 
{o much diſappoints andvexeth it as Calmneſs and [1n- 
perturbednels. Ir is _the+moſt exquiſite and innocent 
Revenge 1n the Wotld to retirn gentle words, or none 
at all to iÞl language. But on the other fide, Anger 
and Perturbation do not only preduce' whiat thy ad- 
verſary deſires, but alfo puts' a Diſcompoſedneſs and 
Impotence upon thee, that thou becomeſt unable to keep 
Lilence, of to ſpeak with'that reaſon ahd advantage 
thou ſhouldeſt, : off fp, "1+ i us born "4 
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KJ PREPARATIVE 
-— ACS AGAINST . 
« | AFFLICTIONS:;. 
ad Fe IH WITH 

x. = Pirettions for our Deportmment under them, and 


upon our Delivery out of them. 


T.is the greaz folly that ordinarily poſleſſeth 
Men, eſpecially in a proſperous condition, that 
they cannot ſuppoſe a Change of their Eſtates : a 
living Man can hardly think of dying ; a heal- 
- thy Man can batdly think of ſickneſs ; a Wealthy Man 
can hardly think of Poverty ; a Man in the Applaufe 
-— BY and Glory of the World, can hardly think of: being un- 
-- der Diſgrace and Reproach. . 
-2. The Reaſons of this Difficulty ſeem to be theſe : 
-, 1.'The preſent condition is a thing that falls nnder 
qur preſent ſenſe, and takes up our-whole conſideration: 
things that yet are not, are made preſent only þb 
Contemplation : and thar, as it doth not ſo ſtrong 
affett the mind, ſo there is a long operation that muſt 
L precede, before it can be brought home : a Man muſt 
| conſider whether the State wherein he is, be change- 
able, and what may change it; and whether it may 
change for the worſe ; or unto what degree of badneſs, 
and the probabilities or poſlibilities of ir z and ſo it re- 
E H 4 | quires 
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; 104 | A Preparative © þ 
quirgs a long proceſs- of the Mind; . before a Man -cau-\ 
bring himſelf under a ſuppoſition that his condition-may 
change, and change extreamly for the worſe. 2. When 
that ſuppoſition is received or - admitted, yet it bein 
bux notional and imaginary, bath'not the like feng : 
of impreſſion upon the mind, as that which is prefers 

nd ſenſible, and ſoit ſoon paſſeth away, and hath not 
rogue enough to hold out for any time upon the 
mind,,.to.work .a due . preparation and tethper in the. 
mind for a change. 3. The preſent condition, when 
. it is grateful tothe ſenſe, we are for the moſt. 'part 
, willing to embrace and make the moſt of it, we have 
not patience to give an allay or abatement to our preſent 
frvition,by mingling any ſuch ſad conſiderations with it; 
as that it may change, when the mind begins to pur it / 
ſelf upon thoughts of a change of a beloved condition, 
ſuch replies as theſe do often meet with it : What { ſhall 
T be dyzng while 1 live ? be Sick, when I am well ? be Poor 
when 1 am Rich ?. be in diſorace when I am in Glory ? make 
pry ſelf Miſerable while I am bappy? it will be time” e-. 


ough to take and bear that Lot when it comes, and not to. 
die, or be in Sickneſs, Poverty and PIrge by anticipati- 


on: I will take the benefit and ſweetneſs of . my preſent hap- il 
prneſs, and not ſowre WY _ by the Leif bf 
« change, if it happens, it will come before it's welcome. I 
will therefore think. as little of it as I may before-band, and. 
xot make that preſent by a needleſs Contemplation, -which 1 
weuld willingly be freed from, if it ſhould at all attack" "mit, 
Theſe and ſuch like conſiderations do make Men rather - 
procraſtinare the evil day, than put themſelyes under 
the ſuppoſition of it. 2s 9p Clef 
...3,. The Inconveniences that ariſe to the: Children of 
Men, by this averſeneſs from thinking of a change of a pro- 
ſperous condition for a wiſe; are very great : 1. *A 
miad that ofcentimes in a- proſperous condition cafteth - 
it ſelf in worſe by ſuppoſitioif- and PF" 
a ot 
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F doth ordinarily” uſe” "bis prefent -condivion - Warilyy/ © 7 
| Moderatelyy Watchfully z. but +on the other: fide, | 7 
this incogirancy of -. a change makes Men Preſanip-  - 7 
tous and Confident in their, Eſtate, Voluptuouss | - 

mperious,” Proud, Immoderate, ' Vain-glorious.:: for © 
they want that CorreCtion that ſhould allay-and diſci- _ > 
pling rinto Moderation. _ If I am-Ricb,-or in any 0o# : 7 
ierproſperous condition, and begin to pride up my | 
If, and to -take upon me ; preſently. a mind accu- 
tomed to-aſfſume upon it ſelf, by pre-apprehenſion, a 
ontratycondition will preſently check that Pride and 
; fuch-a kind of expoſtulation as this : How 
norudent,. and V ain ts rag pwn morrow 
{ be caſt down from my Greatneſs, or caſt n 
{iekmeſe, or under the cloud of D:ſgrace, — _ 
be, taken away by Death ? 'wbat will then become of - this 
 Inumoder ation ? carry it alorig with me'1 cannot , for the 
change of my condition will nog bear it , and if with the 

onge of my condition, 1 do, as T muſt, put off theſe Follies 

' that attend me in this, that wbich is now my Exceſs, my 
Sin,” will chen be my Shame my Sorrow anid\ Vexation,” 2. 

As. 'a' frequent pre-apprehenſion of - diſallvantageous - 

'"clanges tutors the mind to a right uſe of the preſent 

on; fo it admirably. fits a Manx with. ſach- a 
emper or - Spixit, as becomes his changed condition': 
doth his change require Patience to bear it, Contented- 
nefs"under it, Preparedneſs for it : He 'hath learned 
this in the, Theory,” and hath them laid: up ready to be 
It in ure if the occaſion call for them : if there be-no 
calion to practice them, they are no bugthen ;'but- if 
there be, be w_ himſelf to School to Affliction by 
. Premeditation' before-it cotnes, and is ready to exerciſe 
. thoſe Vertues 'when'it comes. But on tte other ſide, 
a Man, that being in-a condition of Proſperity ; never 
puts: himſelf under the ſad thoughts of a change of _ 
is preſent Happineſs, if ſuch a change befalls him, , 
- w he : 


bb kilsathis with adobe by ce and EIS, 


ed with it ;- he knows- not how t0+bear it, but fals.ig- : 


; : to Impatience, oc fits very Spul dies within bim ; he. 


is taken before he is comes) and-none of thoſe diſpo- © 
fitions, or rather diſtempers' of- mind, that were-breq+ - 
vp upon his former condition, will. at all ſerye. the-pres, - 
fent, but to diſtra@, and diſt (qui, and avs bimz,.as. © 
. his former Pride, Haughtine mind {8 of. | 
' _ Spirit, Intemperateneſs, Luxury ; they are ſo far. from 
being at all ſeryiceable and uſeful to Hi, 3 that they axe 
as ſo many Haggs'and Furies to'tormen the. 
things called Patience, and Contentedn wy Hu Milt: -. 
ty, and Calmneſs: of Spirit, which ae of abſoluge. ne- 
ceſlity for his preſer-cbange, be knows not. bow.tg ate | 
tain or uſe. *Tis a miſerable, or,/at | Ve. 
Improvidence for a Man then-to be lexraing g thoſe 
rues, when the - preſent- neceſlity calls for the uſe 
them : it is like a Thief, who is to learg to read, mea, 
he is-to pray his Clergy. | 
4. It-is therefore a-moſt «feful and: neceſſary le 


for Men in _ rity to take up the. frequent prunes. 


tion of the nge, Bilney, when the true n 
of the Goſpel id this Kingdom -was,uader. Perſecution 
was uſed to put his finger to the Candle to inure hime 
ſelf the better ro-undergo . Martyrdom. which he at.” * 
length ſuffered, - rem with more . Reſolution and 
Patience, than. if he . had omitted. that. experiment. 
And ſurcly this practice of Patience would be avith 
more eaſe, and no leſs advantage; if in 3he time of our” 
external Happineſs, we did ſometimes, and ofceati 
take up ſuch ſerious. Contemplations- as. theſe, both i 
reference to Dzath, and other. external Afflitions : 7 
am now alive and well, but. 1 cannot' but | know that] am 
mortal and mnFt die, and my own reaſon, and every. days 
experience tell me that my time is very uncertain aud caſual 
a ſmall d;ſtemper or aiforder in any little Vein or Artery, 


Ir 


. die, bur it 6 thas TI, 


latle o ES eſted, may-C a. - 
"_" 4 ED, onthe Ain; 


Þ thefut Gong > ings mt tre ere ny ſubd. | 


take away | 
; hs. 10 7m, yh mn nr the. 7 wid 
'e if it ſhould pleaſe 

aity Diſeaſe or Acci, xs ſuddenly 10 call” me to account 2 

ny Stewterdbip 7 are my Accounts ready i 1s' my Peace 

made 7 are my Sins pardoned? is my pardon feeled ? is oft 

as ready 4s it becomes that bour ? if it be, well, if mat it 


becomes me ſpeedily to ſer things in order," e ſpecially my great - 


conterriment : for as this Tree of mine "Falls, fo it will lie 
co all Eternity. Such thoughts as theſe, often and ſe- 


. riouſly intreated, would not haſten a Mans death, but; 


would much amend his life : it would put and keep 
the Soul in right order and temper. rain} 1 am now 
#n Health and Strength, free from Diſeaſe and Pains; if 


' 1 am not cut off by an untimely eqd, 1 muſt expe that 


Diſeaſe and Pains weex omg of me z it may be « burn- 
ing Fever, or a wiſhing Conſumption, or ſome ſuch 
ns he ry pic make _— ar long, and the days trouble- 
ſome, &v wneaſie, all things 1 eat or drink inſt d, 
or Vein, Bone or Sinew contributing : hm 


\Pain or + A or Faintneſs, or anguiſh to the common 


fork of that Diſeaſe, which I muſt ſuffer. How am I 
furmſhed with Patience to bear it ? can I amend in my 
ſelf that F rowerdneſs, Unquietneſs, Peeviſhneſs, and Im- 
patience that I behold in others in the liks caſe ? Believe it, 
Sickneſs is not the fitteſt time either ro learn Vertue,or 
to make our Peace with God: it-is a time of diſtem- 


| per and diſcompoſedneſs': thoſe muſt be learned and 


practiſed before Sickneſs comes, or it will be too late, 
or very difficult to do it after. '' Again I am now aboun- 
ding with Wealth ; but Riches many times make them- 
ſelves Wings and fy away, a Thief, or a Robber, @ Plunder, 
or a SequeFFrazion, a fa e Information, or a falſe Gs 
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NN FE age DO gn og 2 TY KG WY _ , &., 
imes or CaſualtiÞ® of Fire or War Oppreſſion | 

, or Tumule from thoſe beneath, the oo ; 

deati or | the. Sabcan, 4 «ale ng miſ-underſtood,. 
mf. apprebended, | or. miſ-imerpreted, and. a Thouſand 
Contingences, may take away all my Wealth, ſo that 1 may. 
ftand and ſee my jervants deſerting nie, my Children utterly. 
apr ovided for,. my ſelf. in Extremity and Want. So that; 
1; that bave reheved: Thouſands, muſt be fain to gain Bread. 
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. for my ſelf and: my little Children, either by the ſweat of | 


own brows,” in, ſome low - Imployment, or by the charity, 
of others, This ay, and anay be ſpeedily : Experience of 
theſe times have made it viſibly poſſible, wherein Thouſands 
that never dreamt of - a change, have unexpettedly felt 5t. 
Can I come down to ſo low: a condition with quietneſs and. 


. ſerenity of mind, without murmuring againſt Providence, 


or Curſing, or ſtudying Revenge upon the Inſtruments of it-? 

Nay, can I entertain this Change with Patience ? nay,. 
with Chearfulneſs ? nay, with Thankfulneſs to God,. that 
he gives me my. evil things in this life ? if be be pleaſed but 
to bee  afflictions to. me, and to reſerve my portion of 
Heypineſs fa the life to come, can I ſtill: upon God! 
live upon him ! and.bleſs his Liberality, if he allow me and. 
my poor Children a piece of Bread and a Cup of Water ? | 
can 1 look, through the darkneſs of my preſent condition, and. 
Behold that 'Hope of Eternity that ts beyond it, and gather 

more Comfort in that | Hope, than all the preſent - Diſaſters 
can. give Diſcomfort? If, I can do this, my Loſs will be my 

Gain;, If I cannot, It ſhould be my bufineſs in the time of ' 
my Proſperity, to lay upſnch a flock, and treaſure againſt the ' 
evil day, which will be above the Malice , Power, 

and reach of Aden and Devils 'to deprive me of : eAgain' 


Fam now in Honour and Eſteem 5 the World, my Place 


makes me eminent, and. if it did not, yet my Reputation 
3s fair and clear and great, it may be 1 can without. Vanity. 


' or:Oftentation own 45 much eſteem as Job doth in-his. 29 


Chap. The young Men ſaw me and bid themſelyes, god 1 
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the Aged aroſe and ſtood up ; when the Ear heard me, 
it bleſſed me; and when the Eye ſaw me, ir: ave wit-. 
neſs to me : "Bus for all this my condition n 
ai his was, and my next Complaint may be with bim. 
30; But now they that are | youn . nanny heve the in 
derifion, whoſe DIO I would have diſdained to 
ave fer with the D ogs'of my Flock: and now' Fam 
their Song, yes" am their by-word.” ' 1 may be branded 


ey. Reſon the It m—_— of the bngbe#t poles 5 ay, 


ro Almighty God, and m7 Joſie, 
Hoey, and Fi lb; Fry 01 inde po Ro 
paolCele of the b wo apt and Diſboneſly wider 
Heaven's and though this oh of my Keys Reput ation hath been 
LOO 1p, that r valued | theb of of any rg 6s in _ | 


, and conſequently a blemiſh caſt 
hr wixld wound wie de eeper than any Wells bf; je 
"Conſequence of greater or nga "would Follow upon it, 
which 1 value bi Sr hes an) -Þ » VIZ. The Honour 
of God, the value and'efteem 0 Religion would be woun- 


ded through this. mound ; yet if this ſhould befall me, am 
Tin a frame and temper of mindto bear it. as I ſhowls 
can I be comented to ſit under Reproach and Hay wi 


Patience and Quietneſs of mind ? Thy I content x2 If _ 
the ' ſecret witneſs of my own Conſcience, atteſting my Itt- 
mocence, though the Imputations, under-which 1 fit, are as 
black, as Hell? can I chearfully make my” ſecret appeal © 
to the” Searcher of Hearts, and pleaſe 'my ſelf with the 
Serenity of his Comntenance towards me? Though I am 
cloathed with, Calumnies and Reproachts, can I wait bis- 
time for Vindication, and content my ſelf, though - the 
World never know my Innocence, ſo 4s my God and my 
Conſcience can atteſt it * If I have not arrived at this 
' temper and pitch of mind, it (bould be my labour to attain 
it?” for without it I fink under my'Reproaches and Infa-' ' 
mics, but if 1'bave attained it, then under the moſt dark, 


and cloudy Frorm of andeſerved Reproach and Infamy £5 bo , 
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"x0. * . A Preparatrve - 1 
raj Goſhen within my ſelf, 1 have 4 beam of light that 
up rake blackeſt night, and I tonquer my Reproaches 
er 677. | f;. 
"of 5:4 though this exerciſe of pntting our ſelves un- 
der Notional Affliftions, is of fingular uſe to habituate 
and-fit us for ſuch a temper as becomes ſuch a change ; 
et this is not all ;' Aﬀiiitions are not only Notional and 
ofſible, but there is tomething more 4n it z. there is 4 
_ greater probability of them, 'than to be freed and exempt 
jrom them : they are not only winder that degree of 
pF: hg may be, but they came near to that degree 
I þ 


of things that-muſt be, and that i##beſe reſpets. 

r..1n reſpect of or Sin and Demerits. Although Af. 
fliftions many times are nag principally intended as Pu- 
. niſhments, but, are Tent for higher ends; yet it is moſt 

certain, that they are deſerved to be inflicted as Py- 
niſhments, and are in their own nature a moſt neceſſary 
conſequent of Sin. ' They are not expiatory or ſatisfato- 
ry Puniſhments, but they are moſt certainly Fruits und 
Effects of Sin: and worldly Croſſes and Calamities do 
asnaturally flow from precedent Sins, as the Crop doth 
from the Seed that is fown. Now in as-much as every 
day I commit ſome Sin or other, -it .is no wonder if 1 
reap the Fruits of it in Afflition * It is a wonder ra- 
. ther that | meet with no more Calamities and Croſles 
in this World ; and it is a Mercy, if I meet with them 
only in this World, and not both- in this and that 
which is to come. Wherefore doth a living man com- 
plain, a Man for the Puniſhment of his Sin ? "Certainly; 
 * -though there were no Devil or Wicked Men to in- 
flit Puniſhment upon me, as long as I-carry Guilt and 
_ Sin about me, it's no- wonder if it raiſe .ſtorms upon. 
me: and therefore I haye no cauſe to hope for an In: 
munity from Trouble, ſo long as I have no Immunity 
from Sin. ; 

2: In reſpeCt of our corraption, we have ſeen Tron 

| | - bles 
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aptinſt Affiiftzons. axx 
bles- and: Aflitions .under'+the tormer Conſideration - 
ſub ratione' pane, agder- the nature of a Puniſhment ; in 
this conſiderations ſubs. Hatione medicine, -in the nature _ 
of a medicine. The former ſbews ſomewhat of the 
Divine -Juſtice'to inflit thew, the latter much of the 
Divine'Mercy'to apply them. - Fhe'truth is, our Natu- 
ral'Corfuptions are very Many, -and'very Great , and 
for the-moſt part they-are moſt diſorderly and dange- 
rovs when our condition'is Proſperous z, its indeed the - 
Fuel of our Corruptions. Pride, and- Vain-glory, and 
 Qarnal: Confidence, and Security, and Luxury, and 4n- 
terhperance, and Infolence, ayg Arragance, and For- 
tfulacſs of God,” and of ourſelves, and of our Mor- 
rality, -and of our Duty, ahd a Thouſand ſuch kind 
-of 'Vermin do grow and'thrive upon Proſperity. God 
almighty therefore ſends Croſſes, and Afﬀfliftions, and 
Troubles,-and thoſe to cure, and "chaſe away, and 
ſtarve theſe evil Beaſts. And let any Man obſerve ei- 
-ther in-himſelf or others, we are generally the worſe 
For Proſperity, & generally the better under Adverſity, 
wharſcever Sets or Profeſſions we are of: and it isafar 
-grearer difficulty to manage a' Proſperous, Glorious 
: n, than a low or Afilidted condition. ' Many 
then I have readin the Scriptures, that AMiftion 
the*Eor of the Righteous, and'in the World ye ſhall 
have" Tribulation, I have looked upon it not only as the 
Me of the Devil-and wicked Mens hatred, bur alſo as 
the wiſe | Diſpenſation of Almighty God to ſoffer it ; 
for it. js for their Safety- and Benefit. AMi&ion doth 
in" no ſort: fo much endanger a good Man:to loſe his 
Innocence, Worth and ' Vertue, as Proſperity, Wealth 
and Honour do: -and therefore | have always thought 
that Man the ſecureſt from AMiCtions upon this-account, 
that uſcth his Proſperity with the greateſt - Piety, 
Watchfulneſs, Moderation and Equality of mind ; be- 
.cauſe ſuch-a Man keeps a'check upon his Corruptions, 
| and 
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Z whereby in probability le.ſtagdst leſs need of a Cor- 
= © re@tive for Peccant Humour. .3* OI 3453S. 
E- 3. As God, ont of his Mercy to Good Men, ſends. : 

- many times AfﬀiiQions. to. cure: 


rallay their Corrupti- ." 
Ons 3 So the Devil.or Evil e ep.) 


et ts 
Oe FL 
'- v 


Hep. Will be fure to-inflitt” $: . 
' them our of Hatred and Envy atitheir-Graces, eHarvet F 
not if the World Hatt Tot, ut Hated me before it Hated You, 
And it is a great Marvel, if any. Good' Man eſcape F- 
Afflictions upon this account: | for if he be ſuch; a, one + | + 
as being in Mroiperiey ans his Heart too wuch-upon-it, | 
then the Devil and the.World endeavour to.deprive 'Þ. ; 
Y- him of his Comfort, to draw. him to Murmuring, and Þ 

=, Difcontent, and- uſing; of nnlawful means, or- ugnwor- | 
& 'thy Compliances, to preſerve that which he ſo much 
loyes : or .if he be a Man, that ig-his Profperity beeps 
his Heart-in a right frame and temper, then the World 
>> --.Of the Devil; being diſappointed in that--conditign; 
- -.-- --Eadeayour to ſhake him with: the other extream .:. and 
©. though in reference to-both, there is Envy, and Mall 
- in the Devil ioflifting, yet there is Mercy and -Wiſ- Þ: 
 ,Ldomin God permitting it : in reference to the former, 
-  ,Forthechecking and curing. of thisgrowth of Luſt,:and - & ;*: 
Corruption :/ in reference to the latter, lorghe, ryal 
. of the Sincerity of his Graces, as in-the caſe of, Fob,” - _ |} 
4. Another reaſon of the Neceſlity of AfiQions 20” | 
, Good Men, is:fo carry their - Hearts upwards, and to 'Þ.1o 
make them reach after their Everlaſting Fopea 9 ſet © 'fw 
2; price .upon / it. . The Good things. of this \ World, Fit 
though in our judgment we ſet not the like eſteem upon Þ#1..- 
-them as vpon Heavenly, ;yet-they have- this advantage F Af 
that they are preſent, and therefore affe& the Senſe and | Þ.mb 
the Mind more than things that are-betterat:adiſtance : Iu 
and therefore we are apt to ſet up'our reſt here. And er 
this is the reaſon. that even Good Men, thovgh they . 


value 


ty ojN "gary we _ TONE more In- 
our Hearts vpoh Him an | 

x, and long .afcer it,. and 1D 
th the Expectation of it, and make it our 
Wart up our-reſt upon. it, and; in it... And 
me of tho wh many xeaſons thar evideace. the 
4 ml fi 
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*M cory to. Conſi der theſe "Three 

it Preparations. we ſhould-uſe before 

ke us. 2. What ſhould be our Ex- 

It ſhould be our frame of mind 
"MEG 

ft place of the firſt of theſe ; We 
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is a Lot to be expedted in this Werld 

zpon any terms promiſe our ſelves an exemp- 

3 Nay, if we pres og in 5h other Tempo- 

; Yer Sickn f Body - 

| y Bopiray us 3 they are parc of thac 

t commonly attends death,which-is the 
t of the Living. . 1t.conceras ns all there- 

| © to, dhe ie of for that, which wult neteſſcrily; 
y ; bh , mer, or later, be our condition in ſome kind: or other, 
Kt be.” in many, it may bein all kinds. _ . 

Chetefore the' firſt . Expedient Pieparatory 'fo 

"Af Tock this: Ia thie- rime of cur proſpericy it 

/ wn care [0 walk with 44 much Innocence, Warch- 
[7s [s, and Circumſpettion as can be; for it is a_molt 
ain fruch that, che Malignity, ind Sting, and Ve- 


| Jomof Afictian i is not ſo —_ in che things 1 ſuffer, 
4 29 
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| as.in the ſenſeof oy c rn Nth tha 
is in a better condit] Zo op hs, tha 
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of rhe Body KEN: 
jolt umors of the” Body Xt x 
oft fure conſequent. of any tha noe 
book $ all former Sins to reme! al | 
| rhoughts of them together upon ſo ;57k 1 
ſepb's Brethren. were, under a ſtrait in Ze 9 1 
the threatnings and ſeemidg jealoufies of th | 
Brother, thea comes in the rememb 
jury to their ' Brother, and ir is repreſerited "to 
with all the aggravations that can- be,.. Gen. 42. 24; | (F# 3 
are. verily. guilty concerning our Brother, 5 in that we Jan 
the angui of bis Soul when be beſoxight "xs, and he. mould 
not bear : therefart 1s, this deſire 7 6 ne 
ſcience, that they had | before 
takes her time to be even with | 
them when they are ina ſtraight, and t 
heard, though in their Proſperity ſhe cqul 
this Return of the Remembrance'of Form 
very Gall of Affition * and that principa 
two Reaſons: 1. It js that which weaker | 
the ſtrength that ſhould bear them;' for, for ' ot - 
part ll Internal Afidtions, they Concern the Zodh, S 0 
or the. outward. Man, whether it be Poyert ite 
proach,' or Sickneſs, or Pain ; and if for 
Mind be but free, ſhe. will be able to bear Ld, a 7 
well, will ſuggeſt Reaſons for Patience, Hopes I 
Deliverance, and twenty Allays, at leaft- to. niogey 
the preſent ſufferings : but when that Mind, a 
Reaſon, and Judgment, that ſhould ſupport, is, lik 
wiſe wounded, and'vexed, and tormented, with rid 
Senſe of paſt Sins, and the Stortns thar are within be's 6. 
violent and turbulent as thoſe without, there is-noth ing | | * 
to bear up againſt the AMlitions, the Soul it houl ary” q 
oul i | 
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In all external Troubles, - as it- is 
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2 
| Daty, fo it is the Nature of Man to fly to God; 
| and that: application poſlibly gains Relief from it, but 
awſoever'it bears upon the Man with a Convenient 
rength againſt them : the very liberty of recourſe td 
| gains & Dependance, a Hope, a+ Confidence 
which 'Sh s in a very great meaſure; underthe 
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great coubles : but this Return of Sins - paſt upon 
'the Conſcience and Memory, if ic doth not wholly de- 
\"prive;, yet it doth wonderfully intetrupt; diſcourage; 
LS anddivertthe Soul from this moſt admirable expedient. 
© When a Man ſhall bave ſuch Thoughts as theſe :' / am 
under a very great Aﬀition either in my Eſtates. Friends; 
Name, Body, and I know no way t6 extricate my ſelf but 

"| - one, 41d that 5s by application to the Almiglity and Merti- 

BB ful God; and if Icould but do ſo, I were ſafe: biit alas' 

Wy the Memory of my former Sins, my breach of Covenant 

| ' with bim, my frequent Relapſes into Sin, my Ingrittitude 

Ul #0 bin, they all in upon me, and I dare not,I know-not how; 

= 7 bave not the face, the confidence, to come unto him; and 

' fo 1 muſt lie and fink under as well my G wilt ,as my Aﬀtstion: 

' + And although this is a very falſe way of Argumentation; 
and ſuch as is moſt diſpleaſing to God, an derogatory 

hy io bis high Prerogative of Mercy,as well in fotgiving as 

" NES in delivering, who hath given to the moſt hainous Sin- 
S-LUFE ner, and-under the greateft Aﬀi&ions, a Commiſſion 
-"-to ask his Mercy; both to Pardon and to Dtliyer, -atd 
ITY. that with a promiſe of Mercy; yet it is moſt certain. 
ISHS that, what by our own weaknefs, and what'by the. 
; EF Devils Subtilty, the Remembrance of ofr paſt Sing 
 IIKHY: doth moſt ordinarily make otir Addreſſes to God-under 
7-out Aflictions very difficult. Little therefore do people 
de BY - conſider in” the. time of their Profperitys whar aftock 
aj v3-of Venom and Malignity they lay upagainſt an evitday,y 
houldgy. 'S -* 
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koh >: A. Preparative _ 
moſt  accurſed contribution were much-qzore tolerable. / 
If thou meaneſt therefore to make thy. Affition+ eaſie, 
keep thy Conſcience clean before it comes : thou hoſt 
then -the Strength of. thy own Soul co ſupport thee, 
andthe: liberty of Acceſs.to the . moſt Mighty and 
Gracious God todeliyer thee, when thou canſt in the 
fincerity of thy Heatt with Hezekþ IS 
cal unto God : iy Ear 6a now Ne, 38% 3- 
O Lord, I beſeech thee, how have I walked. before thee in 
Truth, and with a perfett Heart, and have done that which 
% good-in thy fight. I ſay with reverence, keep God 
thy Friend in thy Proſperity, and thou mayeſt with con- 
fidence reſort to him, and relie upon him in Adverſity. 
2.. But: alaſs !-when we have. uſed all the Care and 

- Jaduſtry, - and Watchfulneſs we can, 'who. can ' fay he 
hath made his ways clean-before God ? - Qur Proſperity,. 
and the Temptations that await us from without, and 
the Corruptions that are within us give us. often falls 
thatwe know of, and many more that we know-not of : 

if therefore the neceſſity of our condifion ſubject us to 
Affliftions, and the prevalence of our-.Corruptions 
ſubje&t'us to Temptations, what hope can 1 have to- 
bave a- comfortable Affliction, when I cannot hope t0- 
have-an Innocent Converſation ? Yer there-is anothes 
expedient to eaſe 'and lighten 'Afflictions : if +thou Y 
canſt,.not be Innocent, yet be fincere and upright 
Hearted :* An Honeſt and 'plain Heart, that bolds no F - 
 confederacy wich any known Sin, keeps a quiet  Con-* 
-Kcience even under Afiction it ſelf. .1f thou: haſt -not Y- 
2 Perfc& Life, yet be careful in thy Proſpericy thou keep Y - 
-.,3- But. yet.if 'thy Heart hath proved deceitful to f | 
- thee,i and thou haſt. fallen into any Sin, yet there re- 
.- - mains one-expedient to- ſtop and anticipate the maligni- | © 


J * ty of -it from mingling with thy Affiction :, Before F - 


- Afflitions*come, . be ſure thou break off thy Sin by Re- 


pertance © 
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 £ pope Every-Sin leaves a kind of Poiſon " inthe 
le. ul, and'there it-many times lies raked up*tillian evil 
ie, F day comes; and then it begins to wotk ſome purpoſe : 
== Sound and Serious Repentance to fetch ont-this- Core, 
I 


" this. neſt of malgney , Cleanſerh ' this Ulcer--/-thar 
ad F Sin hath:*gathered.” And teſt» the malignity” of Sin 
the F ſhould remain in thy Soul, when Affliction overtake: 
-rhee, be careful, 1. That thy Repentance be frequent 
/ and trerated; 'and tothat end let' thy Examinations of 


m ' thy heatt and-life be frit ad daily. Poflibly thou 
ich _ find a Sin upon thy review that thou didſt nor 
od F 24 Eſpie, that may deſerve” a ſpecial Repentance : 
_ ©but if thou 'doſt not, yet thy ſins of daily” Incurſion 
_ ' require a daily Repentance. '2. That thy Repenrance, 


_ + upon any known Sin committed, be Speedy, while thou 
he F -art in thy Proſperity ; let it not lie upon thee titl"ro 
ty --morrow. Who can tell whether ſome bitter AMiRi- 
and BY -'on may not overtake thee before thou haſt repented ? 
alls and then that Sin will reach out' its Venom: and Ma- 
| : lignity into thy Afiition, and make it worſe. 'There- 
$10 © fore intercept that accurſed influence of Sin by a ſpeedy 
03. "Repentance. Thy Repentance will be the eaſier, and + 
10'F ''xhy Affliction the lighter, rhy Heart ' the ſtronger to - 
-'F bearit, thy Acceſs uhto Heaven for Deliverance' the 
hen Y "xeadier. ” When-a Man lies under a Sin till Afﬀiction 
. -come, he hath two great Suits to diſpatch in the'Court 
ight Y © of Heaven : Firſt, To gain his Pardon. Secondly, 
-nN0'F -:To gain Deliverance from,or ſtrength under Afiftion. I 
"Be careful therefore to get the former diſpatched'iin , © 
not F- thy Proſperity : thou haſt the leſs to do under thy "6 
cp FF AfMition. When Guilt adhd AMiftion come upon a F 
_ | © Man together, they add to each others weight and bt 
toy -* difficulty of removal: but AMiction meeting with a EY 
; Ie" &* Conſcience cleanſed by Faith and Repentance is always 
ni- F. + tolerable, and for the moſt part Comfortable ;; it loſeth 
ore F ©" its nature, and-becomes another thing : It is a preven-« 
Ree Ve - KTY I 3 tion, 
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_ *4-- Above all things be wery careful that thy AfﬀiFion 
\be oor the inf prodeltiam of thy Sin or Folly - for in the 
one-caſe thou ſuffereſt as an Evil Doer ; in the other 
thou ſuff:reſtas a Fool; and in neither thou canſt take 
aoy.Comfort. If thau fuffereſt without thy fault, or. 
_ for thy Vertue, Piety and Goodneſs, | thou necdeſt got 
be troubled for the one, and thou mayſt moſt juſtly 
' Tejoyce in the other ; but to ſuffer as an Evil Doer, or 
as a Buſy Body in other mens matters, or for ill Lan- 
guage or paſſionate Words, or-diſturbance of the civil 
Power; theſe take away both the Comfort and..the 
Glory of- theſe Sufferings. Nay, though the end. in- 
tended in theſe Extravagances, may bly be good, 
and though the Puniſhment inflited 'exceed | the due 
proportion, and. fo -have ſomewhat / of injuſtice or 
extremity in the jofliftion, yet ſuch a kind of {uſfering 
bridgs little Honour to God, little Peace 40 'a-Mans 
| elf, and little advantage to others; but rather the 
contrary, A Man that hath Sins about. him- hath il 
Companions and ſuch as abate the Comfort even of 
an Innocent Suffering ; but when a Man ſuffexs for a 
Sin or! any unjuſtifiable Aion, his: ſufferings loſe the 
name of Afflictions, and become _——_— and in their 
own nature Puniſhments :- and in ſuch a-kind of ſuffer. 
ing, though ſometimes the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
God, brings Good ot of it to'the Party that ſuifers, 
yet in ſuch, a Man doth not only undergo temporal 
Loſs, Pain and Inconvenience, but -hath the inevitable 
proſpect of his Fault and Offence in them, which makes 
the ſuffering the more bitter'and diſtaſtful. | 

© -$; Be careful to bring thy. ſelf ro « 71ght eſtimate of 
the World, and the Good or Evil of-it, Oar- over- 
{ora em t EW. * valuation 


rciſo | | that which makes us exceed- 
ce of e rak&'ii the _injoyments, or in 
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the Loſles or Croſſes 
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i fir and commonly according to the meaſure of our 
(F10n 7e UntQ, Or ney of The. ings of this Life, fuch 
| the icafure of our Grief or Sorrow,or Deſpondency, 
ther 1: VExation that we entertain in our loſs, or 
take :ppoinrtmien 30 heat: For indeed all other Paſlions 
» 0 atid Perturbazjo the Mid; re but the Handmaids 
- Not zf the-pailſe vr Loye ated ina diffrent ſhape 
ſly br. mettiod, "1f1-fer too bigtra value upon my Wealth, 
»0r "Health, or my Honour, or my Relations, or 
An- it,” men 'my loſs or diſappointment of any 
vil wil produce an excefs of Sorrow or Vexation, 
-the r: L*iponc 7, or Anger, or Reyenge. « Therefore 
I0-J t be thy bufineſs'in the time of thy quiet and prc- 
od, peticy, in che firſt place ro ſettle thy Judgment aright, 
due I conſequently” thy Aﬀettiofs aright, in reference to . 
Or Externals. Conſider, firſt © they are but Externals : 
me ; 400%$ ngredient at all in the Man 3 a Man may 
ans Y ” be a Fool; ors Vicious and Wicked Man; and yet in- 
the F - Joy theſe thidgs ina great meaſure: anda man may be 
ll , Se v4 2 


a Wiſe, a Juſt, a Vertuons, 'a Pious Mah, a Man in the 
Ffayour of God, and yer be without them. 2. They 
- are In their owh nature very uncertaia things, they 
the are ſubje& to a thouſand contingencies, nay, it they 
el ſtand ſecured unto me with the greaceſt ſtability that 
er. may be, yet my Body is ſubje& co many weakneſies 
of and Diſtempers, anda Diſeaſe in'my Body will reader 


T5, | all theſerhings idfipid and vain to me. What good or + 
ral contens will all my Wealth,my Honour, wy finc Houſes, 
ble my great Retinue, my great Power do me, 'whea I am 
Kes in a burning Fever, in 'a painful Conſumption, nay, 
under a fit of the Head-ach, or Stone ? for fo ſmall a 
of Diſtemper wilt make me take no contentment or fatif- 
a faction art all, in all or any of theſe injoyments, the 
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penment, Nie devs a: fot Bec whly tor lite 
ed, in a Chamber ric in. ita Cut board fyraith. 
ed We SS £ nero = 
zre but for a time, Dea i ' Qyerts ke wi and. 
as all my Riches, afid ET 2d MH - alc 
worldly Fpoerdd, ny cannot pre! h | | 
cﬀ, {o neither will the they be of any C Coriifo | 
fo. me inthat hour. Indeed they may. mh ke 
trophleſom and nwelcome to, me IN: 
all ſecure me Mr. it, I plain 1 ry wy Dead ; 
doth undeceive and open the eyes of kay of : 
Men ; it teacheth us tg. put. .the rrivg ut oy 
thing as it deſerves, . My F Richer d, my | 
Pleaſures. and xd. Froficn, be Galen, 
which] made much reckon: ; 
Death comes I ſhall F< s [ Py; ' Vanity at th 
beſt, and ſet no Eſteem upon them : but ety, an | 
ers, and Charity, and Intereſt in of mh g9u; mY the 
' Aderits of Chriſt, and the ' rome the Goſpel, | that 
perchance in my life time I eſtcemed as dry and uſeleſs 7 
things, I ſhall then ſce jo 2g ' preach yalue, and. ac- 
 cordingly prize them ;: : 1. fool carry Mm me ; wu 
the Sncteeding World : ont pp orldly Conf: 
aſs through this rar Gate. of Death, 1 ſogll hs 
rb me, as as leaves ale antiquated Skin ; 
when he paſſzth through | a brake, and md never make uſe of _ 


therz, -0r-.take comfort lat 7” rag Fen ooo I ear 
wnta the other ſide of this the. Fruztions 0 

thy life paſt will be forgatten, or "ar leaf bara 45 4 
Man remembers a Dream when be. awakes z only tbe 


: Goed , or 2] ;% mY ref oe will ſtick, 1 me unto all 


Etermty, hy then * 
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"And thos a Man ſhould tutor himfelfto a juſt Eſtimate 
f the Good things of the World ; fo a Man ſhoufd 
to a juſt and due Efteem of the : Zoil 
the W 5 Joch as ſickneſs, and Pain, and 
ments,” and © Reproach, "and Want, and the - 
© Tke;; There are'theſe' two things that do much allay 
the ſeverity of thoſe eyiſs. 1. They are but Corporal, 
They reach no further than the Body, the Husk, the 
oatward Man, the Cottage, they cannot at all get fo 
deep as the Soul. - 2. They are but Temporal : It. is 
: bolt _ Death will n_ theſe __ i; 
a poſſibly cheſe Diſtempers 'and Spfferings, the 1 
Tevere they are, the more Tolerablle ; the” more ſevere, 
the more in probability they will baſten and adyarice 
the cure* As nothing that hath anend can make a'Man - 
'traly Happy ; ſo nothing that hath an end can make a 
- Man truly Miſerable; becauſe he hath under his greateſt 
Miſery the Lenitive of Hope, and Expectation of a De- 


- "-\6.” Bur yet farther, 'G«in afſur ance of thy Peace with 
. (Godt in Chriſt, and conſequently of thy future Hoppineſs.; 
__ and be [frequent in the Contemplation : and Improve- 
"Ment of it. This is the great Engine of a Chriſtian, a 
Magiftery, that was never attained by the moſt -Ex- 
-fuilite Philcſopher, nor is attainable but in, and by 
the knowledge of Chriſt who brought Life and Im- 

| | mortalicy 
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. a.Man attains. I | 
© dergo - Aﬀiction, with Patience, .. 
which over.cometh the World, even. yoi 
”  . reſt Aftlitions, {ball have this Afurance, and theſ 
2M Comtemplations;: Jr i truc, I am in.as low a condition 
* «as the World can caſt me; my Eſtate torn from me by the 
2 baſeſt of Men, and I and my Children expoſed to\ extream 

Want and Neceſlity, ſo that / am become little. better | 
| than' a Vagabond upon the Earth, for the attaining of 

Bread; or at beſt am driven to the hardeſt and moſt ſordid 
. smployment that can-be conſiſtent with honeſty for my ſup-- 
7 po fo. ae 7 chance my own. ſweat : others 

Charity ſupply me to_ day, 1 cannot imagine what ſhift to 

anake for a Brno and if this bas, condition gs 

1 had been born, 'or vn which I had been bred, uſe might 

have made it eaſy and familiar ; but it is not [6 ; Fan fl 

mto'this low condition from a plentiful and liberal condition, i 

wherein 1 had: my Table crowned with plenty, andias I 

wanted not Charity to employ my Pleney, ſo I wantcd ao: 

Plenty to- ſupply my Charity : Again, I was in the greateſt 

Reputation and Eſteem. among Men that may he to n0Ww - 

1 4m fallen under the ſaddeſt, the baſeſt Scorn and Oblogays 
and Reproach, and Imputation that can be, and. all. this 
without any Canſe : My Enemies triumph over me with 
Scorne, Derifions, arldl Exp7obrations : my former Friends Þ} - 
beſtow upon me a ſcornful Pity : that is more butter than | 
the upbraidings' of my Enemies : the abjetts and dregs of 
the People make me their by-word; - and the Calumnies | 
unter which 1 ſaffer are of ſuch a nature, that none dares 
be my Advocate, but the ſilent Time) of any own 
- Conſtience and Innocence. eAgain, under all theſe preſſures. 
it had been ſome allay if 1 were but a Citizen of be 
World, that I bad but the liberty to forſake the place of | 
my- 
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= loathin -% very. kt r Fg 
ma my Blood co 4 my le Body a b 

| Tu K - corruption, loathſome to my . 
and. athers, a very Carcaſs. beund to a lving Soul, 

tered with ber burthen, exquiſitely ſenſible of it, Lv 

| ”Þ extner 
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. "mate a e, wo the calamieies: of 
- *this World's can doit? Come under any or alt of thoſe 
'Preflires I' can, \upon found" 1 and affurance, 
reſt upon my-hope of. Im ty, theſe and 'a thon- 
Oo OT Ie} DIES Pept vady'hs :tolerable, 
*bu Lohpe: [can' wes ſound Convictions and 
| -Pxperiences firacti "ay "ſelf ivich-fuch 
- * thoughts: I to brmes "\F it "as miſerable; 'o Ex- 
"SF " $ernials at eels can make 27," but. 59 the midſft-of 
ay: External Loſſes and Pou "I bave'in my proſpect 
Ss ' Kingdom Prepared for 'me, "thit © canner 'be' ſhaken, '« 
+ Freaſure in in Heaven above the Malics mid reach of | If 
Toons and after a few ardey ilprs- 
| age throng this Wart, 7 fr F, mie us if 
inveſted'in it 3 and at this 
paſſage, ſo in my arrival to. 
Ing will make my. ſuture - 
am of Light and Comfort, 
this mag ok ge ge _ my darkeſt 
0 ;ebt bere, and 0 tine pod Canaan, whes .' 
7: ht foe up Fifcon and Tuition ;" it the 
Storms and R eproaches and Vilifying' bo 
be LS liecp wpon me, I _— the EE LING 
and Favour. of God: in my Soul, Suffrag 
- Atteſtation, and. tance 'of my NG bb 
Li ly \more over-l the Frawns and Contempts- of 
" the World, than the ; cat of the greateſt Prince "doth 


md of my calf » ney of rhe baf oft Peaſant. In the 
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| and diſſolution, 1 can 
expel of my- happy Tem fo 
.and frail, yy: ; TS nant 
the. glorious glorified Saviour, 'atd tranſlated 
into the Co Sang and Angels ;; whert there ſhall 
. be'no 3, nor Sorrow, nor Pain, nor Sin, nor Degeh, 
and { (ſhall meet with thoſe Friends and pare of mine, 
- | which died before me in the ſame hope.” 1 —— + 
my Preſent Pains, and Siokpeſs, and = as wy Har- 
To bogenof of that. diſſolution, which ſball-put- an end tothem, 
begin my Happingſs z" and hereupon I" bear them not 
only with Patience, but Comfort, ( the greater "their Vio- 
_ is, the ſooner they will finiſh their buſmeſs, and rend 
' away this "mortal corrupted Carcaſs from - my Immortal ' 
Saw) and even i the inftant of my diſſolution can, by 
nf my Faith,. diſcern the bleſſed Angels ready to 
F _ t my. Soul, cleanſed the Blood of Chriſt, into 
|  - the joys of Heaven, 'and my bleſſed Redeemer ſtanding on 
'Y the orher ſide, as it were, of this dead Lake, ready 30 
\ receive ane, and lead me into thoſe Heavenly , Manſions of 
Thi Ho Happineſs, which he went before to prepare for me. 
, ney Aſſurance as it mzkes the beſt | things 
of rld, in their beſt appearance and drefs, but | 
light ke vain, and empty' and nothing: So it makes 
the worſt things that the 'World and Mortality can 
# inflit/or ſuffer, light and eaſy. For theſe lig br Aﬀftilti- 
.- © ons; which are but for s- monient, work. for us Fo fr "mere 
exceeding and cternal weicht” of Glory : nb.le we look: nor 
bh at 
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HONG For the'things that \ are ſeen 


{4 rably fit and p 
them theſe two things are to be'\remembred.' . - 

-- Firſt, That we do-not only content our ſelves with 

Notions and-bare Speculations of theſe things, but that 
we may praitically digeſt them into.our mays Re- 

Glutions, forif they be bu pn only, AMi 
when they -come; wil e 
Notions.  -'-have known. many Men- that have. -had 
vegy excellently Notions of this kind, and could dif- 
courſe excellencly of them = nay, could urge them very 

 effetually upon others, - but when any little Croſs hath 
overtaken thew,they have been quite 
and Comfort,:and as much to ſeek how to entertain it, 

as thoſe that had never known agy ſuch matter nay 
a poor experienced Chriſtian, that could not calk half 


more Chriſtian Reſolution -than the other ; and the 
reaſon is, the former had. digeſted theſe Matters 


cal and Cordial. When I read Platarch and Seneca,and 
Twly, | find excellent Inſtances and Reaſonings to ſup- 


the ſoundeſt Grounds that can be. Plautarch de Anime 
" Frenquilitate, tells us, That he that bath learned the 
Nature of the 'Soul, and thinks that by Death/ic ſhall 


wviaticum to attain Tranquility of mind in his life. And 
many-ſuch inſtances are , our 
Seneca, and by Tally when the latter came to an 
—— rs ome of his danger from _—_— 
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"7 3rteſs be fome of thoſe Preparations that will admi. E i 
us to meer whkAficionss indin | 


fo-mach,hath received the ſhock-of Afliftion with much 


£ 


rend and defeat.! theſe | 


out of all Patience | 


- 


a 


barely into Notion, and the latter he made it- PraQti- ! | 4 


port the Mind in Afﬀictions; and many times upon 


attain a better, or atleaſt not a worſe conditian, bath | 
a great freedom from fear of Death, and no-ſall 


by. the Sroicks, eſpecially |} 
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him to this cie@ : If chan beve any rhing 


*S -T.- od 6; er it wp, and write jt_ #0; out Learn- 
in  *%$ & Books ; (for T have theſe here with me.) Sed neſcio 


* ior eſt —— Sorin: But 
th eames x0 paſs, t ick 5s too we 

at op, though > Wk and Sa" 
C- d bore yp pretty well in his Afictions, yet 
1, 1d Elpbas tells him, and that truly. Job, 4. 3. 5. 
fe - ud throw haſt infiruted many, and thou haſt Rrength- 
ad ll the meak, Hands , but ngw it is come upon thee; thou 
{- ainteſt, &c. Men may have excellent Theories to 


 Lipyort in Action, and can apply them to ochers in 


» 


condition, with fingular dexterity and advantage; 


ow oy 


yet. when the caſe comes to be their own, 'their. 5pirits 


ce no | bs wt | 

it, = kink under them, becauſe theſe Theories many times, 
7," " -- flote in the Underſtandibg, bur are not digeſted, deeply 
if & -andprattically in the Hearr. rafets 

h | © Secondly, Whatever you do, gain this Habit and 
e | Jemper of ind. - Aftuate and Exerciſe your Faith, 
rs Y | mike even your Reckonings, get your Peace and Aſ- 
i- Þ - furance ſetled before Sickneſs comes : For a Man in any 


d '} -kiod of ſuffering beſides, poſſibly may learn them, -Y 
- F - becauſe. his mind is, or may be it his intire ſtrength ; ai 
-* but moſt certainly Sickneſs is an ill'time'to begin tolearn 
Y tdefe Contemplations, unleſs they are' learned before 
. the Diſtempers of the Body diſcompoſe the. Mind; and 
_ unfit ro begin toJearn, It is a time -when thar, which 
.'hath been*before fitted and laid vp in ftore in thie Sov], 
. muſt be drawn ont and exerciſed ; bot ir will be a moſt 
- difficult buſineſs then to begin that Lefſoo, which-ſhould 
3 - be learned in Ylealth, though prattiſed in Sickneſs. 
IE. Thus much for. our Preparation to meet AMi- 
"tions. . Now concerning our carriage under therr. 
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Thin Ka Lmoder Aa ring, 
rate r q 0 car AY : WOTU 
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into.that Immoderation and |, eiche 
= Thoughts, . or 'Wotds, | 

onde ng after,” and ſo draw upon themſelves 
rrou Firſt to repent. 
tion; and then to fir themſelves 
more grains of Sin into the Say of A 


hr gh it. heavier, and many times longer” than ouhe - 
it would be : | And after ſuch Perturbation and. 


Exorbirancy of Paſſion u n the firſt inroads of A 
"tion, a Man hath much ado to' bring bimſelf Int 


right and due temper. This was Job's caſe, in t{ ; * 
ginning of his Afiftions he flics out into more Tihpati- | 


ence and Diſorder, than all the reſt of the'time , 


fore beware and ſee thou keep thy mind in temper, and b 
check Perturbation at the fic Onſet ; call together *all - 
thy Grace.and Refalutions, and Reaſon, to keep thy; 


mind in due temper at firſt. 


Secondly,-on the firſt Onſet of any . Afflition, Life ; 
up thy beart to_God,, 4f re' bis Aſſiſtance and Grace 10. 
Thi nly th Tonkpnrp? we _— 5 

is is not © y and expette ee by. 
God; but it i a figulsc help to enable thee to. avoid. 
any preſeat Diſtemper 'For it is. a  guackian,> 4 


inable thee to'carry a 


thee with more (> Eh from Heaven i order thy; 
aright. 2: I belgte” thy Soul into the Preſenex, of 
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4 againſt Aﬀtidtions. 119 
FF God, before whom:it were a ſhame to bring any Per- 
turbation, the Paſſions and Diſtempers of ovr Minds / 
are under an awe in bis Preſence. 3. It is a diverſion 
of. the preſent buſtle and: ſtir that Paſſions are apt to 
make, and being diverted at firſt, they do not fo ſud- 
denly,nor ſo eafily: fall into a diſorder. Commonly Paſſi- 
ons are moſt diſorderly and impetuous upon the firſt oc- 
caſion, and_if they be then interropted or diverted, 
the ſuccors eye of ,.common Reaſon, much ' more of 


Grace, have .ppportunity to rally themſelves, and pre- 
nt Immoderate- Perturbation. - 


1 this enquiry,thon findeſt Sin writ- 
ten-upon wy Sufferings,or in the bottom of them,/peedi- 
ly. Kepent of that ſin; humble thy ſelf in the: Gaht of 


- God for it, take up/Reſolution againſt it. This- is'the 
'Þ yoice, the injunction: that this Rod gives thee, and here ' 

of Þ| thy ſpecial duty is Humiliation. {7 21041 
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120: A Preparative - 


Fifthly, If pon ſearch thou findeſt thy "Heart and. 
- Conſcience clear, look upon 'this Afliftion as a -Diſ-3 
penſation ſent from God,and with all hawility ſabmic r0' 
his hand ; and know that the moſt :Wiſe God ſends it, 


for moſt wiſe ends, though thou ſeeſt not any Evormiry 


in thy' ſelf that might deſerve it.. It: :may be it is to 
exerciſe thy Patience, thy Faith, thy. Dependance upon 


him : It may be he diſcerns that ſome Temptation is 
like to meet with thee, or ſome Corruption is, growing 
in thee, that thou doſt not perceive; and he ſends this 
Meſſenger to divert the one, and to prevent the other: 
Ntudy to improve this AfiCtion to that-end, and -here 
thy ſpecial duty is Patience and Vigilance. ' LN 

Sixthly, Bur it may. be, upon this ſearch, thon-doſt 
find the true cauſe of thy ſuffering .is;for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, for keeping a good Conſcience;/forithe honour of 
thy Redeemer, for adhering tothe \/Truth, "and ifhat 
this is the cauſe that ſtirs up 'evil Angels and! evil Men 
againſt thee : and then indeed" thy :ſuffering loſeth the 
name and nature of- an Afftition, 'and—betomes an Ha- 
nour, a filling up of the meaſure of thy Saviours Suffer- 
ings,a ſuffering thathath nor only a-Bleſſinig in it, but 
UG 2 it is a very. Bleſſing irFelf*; for Blefed 

_ ye, if: Men per fecute | you for Righttouſ+ 
neſs ſake. Suffering for, or under'-a/Sm committed, 
requires thy Repentance and Humiliation, for it /is a 
Jotigment : Suffering without any- Sin before hand*frg- 
nally requiring it, requires thy Patighce-and Vigilance, 


it-is an AMliction : but ſuffering for the*Teſtimony of. 


a Good Conſcience requires thy Rejoicing, it is a Per- 
ſecution - But beware thy Heart decetve © thee not, 


and niake thee believe thou ſuffereſt for a Good Con- 


fricnce, when, it may be, it is for thy Folly; -or \Fro- 


wardneſs.: in this caſe, though they'that infli& Puniſh- 


ment may want ſomewhat of that Charity and Modera- 
ion that is fir, yet thou haſt reaſon to: repent for hy 
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againſt Aflitions. I2I 
'Folly, and not to Glory in thy Suffering ; we are won- 
derful apt to believe wcll of our ſelves,and flatter our 
10Y Ffelves many times, into the title of Perſecution, when 
ws it i but'the Fruit of our Folly and Incorſiderate Raſh- 
T neſs, | 
od Seventhly, Receive and bear all thy Affliftions with 
on Humility and Lowlineſs of Mizd : for it is a Meſlage 
is ſent to thee from the moſt wiſe and Soveraign Lord of 
ng the World, though it may be by the hands of a moſt 
gn vile and unworthy Man. It was an excellent Temper 
Er: in David, that when his Diſloyal Subject curſed him, 
2 reſtrained the juſt indignation of his followers : Lee 
On bim alone, it may be the Lord hath commanded him to 
pſt Curſe, It may be the Inſtrument executes his own 
Malice and Spight, and it may be thou canſt not find 
of any Signal Cauſe of this AMiction even from the hand 
hat | of God; yet be not Vindi&tive againſt the Inſtrument ; 
len hedoth God's Errand, though he vent his own Malice; 
the © receive God's Meſſage, and leave the Revenge to him 
i0- B that hath reſerved it to himſelf as his own Prerogative; 
cr-  andit may be he will burn the Rod, when he hath done 
but with it. Neither ſtorm at God's Diſpenſation, it may 
fea Y be'thou haſt deſerved it, though thou doſt nor ſee it ; 
%/- or it. thou haſt not, give leaveto thy great Soveraign 
ed, Y to deal with his Creature as he pleaſeth, and put thy 
s 1H Mouth in the duſt, 
frg- Eighthly, Receive ir Thankfully, as well as Humbly - 
ce, Y Know that it is ſent from the moſt Wiſe and Merciful 
rof | God ; what he doth, | he doth upon moſt excellent 
er- Grounds and Reaſons. It may be it is Preventing Phy- 
zot, F fick againſt a greater Miſchief : It may be ir is for an 
on- Y Improvement of thy Grace , it may þbe it is intended, 
T0 F asancvidence, that thou art a Son, and not a Baſtard ; 
iſh- Y it may be ic is to wean thee from the World ; it may 
era* } be it is tofit and qualifie thee for a greater Bleſſing,and 
thy F to give thee a capacity to ——Y and bear ſuch a _ 
2 | |) 
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IZ2 | A Preparative 
fit, which without-the Preparation of an AfMiction 
would make thee Proud ;it may be it is to make thee | 
an Example, a ſtrengthning to others ; it. may be it is 
becauſe thy Good things are reſerved for the better 
World, and therefore thy Evil Things are diſpenſed 
to thee here. If God be thy Father, truſt his Wiſdom, 
becauſe he is God, and truſt his Loye, becauſe he is 
thy Father, and then thou canſt not doubt that any 
thing that he ſends deſerves thy Thanks, though thou 
ſeeſt not wherein the Benefit of it lies - Be contented 
herein with an Implicit Faith, and be thankful to him 
at all Adventures. A Cup of Wermwood would not 
be reached to thee from ſo Wiſe,and ſo good a Father, 
but that his Love and thy Benefit is mingled with the 
bitter Cup, though thou canſt not at preſent taſte the 
one or the other. - HEIN | 
Ninthly, Bear it Patiently and Quietly. 1. If it 
come for thy Sins, thou haſt reaſon to bear it Patiently, 
for it is but the fruit of thine own Plant, the Crop of 
thine own Seed. Why doth the living Man complain ? 
A Man for the —_ of his Sin ? Thon haſt pro- 
cured it to thy ſelf, be contented to bear the iſſue.of 
thine own way. 2. Bear it Patiently, for ic might juſtly 
have been worſe, and more ſevere; thou wanteſt ſome- 
what that another enjoys, but haſt not thou ſomewhat 
that another wants ? thou haſt loſt a conſiderable part 
of. thy Eſtate, but baſt thou not ſomewhat left? or, if. 
thou haſt loſt all, baſt thou not ſtill thy Health;and thy | 
Limbs, that may ſupply thy Neceſlities by honeſt 1a- 
bours? thou haſt loſt thy Limbs or thy Health, but doſt 
thou not enjoy thy Senſes, and thy Underſtanding and 
Reaſon? thou haſt loſt thy Reputation, Honour, and 
Eſteem in the World, but. haſt thou not thy Integrity 
and Uprightneſs, the Witneſs and Serenity zxand Peace 
of thine own Conſcience ? thou haſt loſt many of. thy 


© near Relations, but haſt thou not ſome left ? _ a 
 vilited. 
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ſome thar have had more acute, and leſs ſtrengrh ro 


dear them, and leſs hopes to be delivered from them, 


and leſs mearts ro ſupport them ?, but ſuppoſe thoa haſt 


loft all thy Wealth, thy Reputation, thy Health, thy. 


Friends, yet hat thou not Peace with God ? the Light 
of his Countenance ? the Aſſurance of his Favour ? the 
Hope of Eternal Life ? ard wouldſt thon exchange this 
Hope for the return of all thy Temporal Comforts and 
Advantages ? Believe it, that Man's Condition cannot 
be exquiſitely miſerable, where there is any Hope, much 
leſs where there is ſuch a hope, a hope that out-weighs 
whatſoever the World can afford, or inflit; A Hope 


' that is ſo mhuch the nearer to Fruition, by how much 


the greater thy eternal preſſures are : when thou doſt 


deſerve the Tofk of all, thou haſt reaſon to be patient, 


if thou doſt enjoy any thing ; the interrogation of rhe 


Prophet is Pathetical: Why doth the living Man comflain? 
4 Man for the Puniſhment of his Sin? Where there is 


Life, there is Hope; and for a finful Man to complain 
while he yet is Living, carries with it the Convyiftion 
of the unreaſonableneſs of his complaint ; becauſe he 
enjoys ſomewhat that yet he deſerved to loſe. 3. Bear 
If pRrigutly; becauſe it is bye ſhort, though it be neyer 
o ſharp, it may be that the ſame God rhat inflited 
or permitted it, 1s at this inſtant reſolving to turn thy 
Captivigy; to give thee Beauty for Aſhes": And 
what an unſeemly thing will thy Impatience be? 
How troubleſome will the Remembrance of it he to thy 


Soul upon the Change of thy Condition ? How much 


wilt thou be' aſhamed at the retarn of the nndecency 
of thy Carriage under thy Aflition ? I am! perſwaded: 
there was nothing more ſowred *J-b's returning Pro- 


, ſperity, than the remembrance of his former Murmur-' 
[ 


g and Impatience under the 'viſiting hand of 'God. 


But again, ſuppoſe thy Afﬀfliftion -watt npon thee til 


thy Diſſolution, yet it is bur a Night, but an Hour 'of 
| K 3 Affliction: 
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--  Afition: This Night, and this Hour will end with 


. 5 30S G 4 ooy 
> SIaRe HK; ag htn By 1 ene FE 
En io bwkl DES " db $£ nd : Sy 
* Wrars fp 4) La 0 
* - 
A 


3s" 


Mn 
ods 
$ 
* 


P 


r 


thy Life ;.and-this Life of thine is bur a Span, and then 


the day will dawn. and the Sun will ariſe, and thy 


Affliction will yaniſh and never return again. 4. Bear 
1t patiently, Becauſe thy Patience will ſhortes . thy Aﬀfli- 
ion, The Tryal and Improvement of thy Patience 
is one of the chief ends and buline( of thy AﬀMittions: : 
It is ſent to teac1 thee that Leſſon, and the ſooner 
thou learneſt ir, the ſooner the Buſineſs is diſpatched, 
and the Diſcipline diſmiſt : Thy Impatience doth but 
prot ract and lengthen out thy Diſcipline : If thou 
woul-ſt be diſcharged of this importunate and trouble- 
ſome Meſſenger, . ſpeedily diſpatch his Buſineſs, and 
he is likely the ſpeedier to leave thee, 5., Bear it pa- 
tiently,. Becauſe thy Patience will make thy burthen the 
more eaſie and tolerable. When God ſends. Aﬀictions 
to tame a Man, and bring him to a right temper,believe 
It, he will not, be over-matched, he will being thee 
down, and if one Atfliction will not do it, he will add 
more, and make thy bond ſtronger, and can, and will yet 
viſit the? ſevenfpld more, till he hath reduced thee ta 
Pacience and Humility: ſtruggle not with him, for he will 
be too hard tor thee : If thou bear the Yoke patiently, 
thou wilt bear it eaſily ; but if thou fling and toſs, like 
a Wild Bull in a Net, thou mayeſt hamper thy ſelk 
worſe, and thy Yoke will gall thee the more but it 
will neither break the Net nor the Yoke. Be- content; 
cd therefore, Reſign up thy ſelf to his Will with Hum:- 
liry, and receive the Chaſtiſement of thy Folly with 


Patience z thou wilt have this double Advantage by it, * 


Firſt, The great God will then lay no more upon thee, 
for he hath attained, his End and Purpoſe, by what he 
h3th already inflicted z but will either remove-it from 
thee, or put his own hand to help thee to bear it. Se- 
condly, By. the quietneſs and compoſure of thy Mind, 
thou wilt be of greater ſtrength ro bzar thy bantbeny 
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- and with more -Eaſe under- it; for it is a moſt / certain 
Truth, Thar the turbulency, and ſtorming, 'and ſtrug-. 


ling of the-Mind, is that which makes Aﬀfiftion more 
ſharp and rronbleſome, than the nature, or quality, or 
meaſure of Aﬀliion it ſelf ;-it is the Mind that gives 
the value and weight of: external Proſperity or Adver- 
firy. Fake:two Men, the one of a proud and great 
Spirit, as they call it, the other of a mild, humble, 
patient Spirit, we ſhall eaſily ſee, that diſgrace or loſs 
ſhall more affiict and torture the former, than Five 
times as much of either, or both ſhall trouble the larter. 


And this is the true Reaſon why AfliCtions at the firſt 


are more troubleſome and grievous, than after, though 
they continue the. ſame:- Art the firſt, they meet with 
a mind unacquainted with it, and conteſting againſt it, 
as an Heifer unaccuſtomed to the Yoke z but when by 
time and continuance, the Mind is accuſtomed to ir, 
though the Yoke be the ſame, yet it finds no ſuch ſeve- 
rity and importableneſs in it. A Patient Heart gains 
that habit quickly, which cuſtom, length of time, and 


_ neceſlity, doth with more difficulty produce in another 


temper. 6. Bear it patiently, becanſe thon haſt ar 
Example of great Patience, uiider a greater Croſs, in 
a moſt innocent Perſon : Thy Saviour hath left a Copy 
of- his own Patience for thee to imitate ; and thy Af- 
fliction is ſent thee to teach thee to wri e after his 
Copy, and to conform thee to the Captzin of thy 
Salvation, who-was made perfect by ſuffering, conſider 
the diſparity: of the Perſons; He moſt innocent with- 
ont any .Sin, to deſerve it : Thou a Perſon laden 
with. Sin, that meeritoriouſly - deſcrves as much, if 
not more than thou h-ſt a Capzcicy to bear: He, the 
So1 'of God cloathed with Innocent Fleſh, Thou a 
Worm cloathed with Impurity and Sin. Conſider the 
diſparity of the Sufferings; He a M-n of Sorrows, 


under the Perſecution of thoſe whom he came to ſave, 
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A Preparatzve. | | 
ſubjeCted-to all the ſcorns and torments that the wit of 
moſt exquiſite Malice 'could'inflit, and above all this 
under the Senſe even of the wrath and ſeeming deſer- 
tionof his Father. Thou; it may 'be, haſt loſt ſome 
Eſtate,:or Reputation, or art in Priſon, 'or Baniſhment, 
or Sickneſs, or Pain, but under all this doſt or 'mayeſt 
enjoy that Peace and Pardon, and favour : of God that 
his Sufferings purchaſed for thee : The 'Ingredients of 
His Cup, nothing but Gall and Vinegar z' but thy Cup 
though never ſo ſeemingly (bitter, yet ſanftified and 
ſweetned by his ſufferings: and yet ander all this, 
As a Sheep before his Shearers is dumb, -ſo he opened not 
his Month ; though his moſt Innocent Humane Nature 
ſhrunk at the pre-apprehenoſions of this bitter Potion, 
yet with Patience he reſign'd up his Will to his Father, 
Not my Will but thine be done. In ſumm, as his Patience 
was meritorious and expiatory for thy Sin; ſo it was 
left as a Pattern and Example for thy PraCtice.:7. Bear 
it patiently, For it 4s reached unto thee from the hands bf 
God, though it may be by the hands'of- moſt vile: and 
accurſed Inſtruments, and this Conſideration is enough 
to tutor thee to an Invincible Patience. -. 1.-It_ is'the 
Diſpenſation of Gad, who is Infirite in . Mercy and 
Goodneſs ;, and therefot:e itis moſt certain,it is a Meſſage 
of Mercy ; for He doth not afflitt willingly, nor grieve the 
Children -of Men. But be ſure that, it coming from the 
Fountain of Goodneſs and Love, it hath-a Bleſling -in 
it, though thou canſt not at the preſent” ſee. it. 2. It 
comes from the Hands of the -0/# wiſe God, that doth 
all things for-moſt excellent ends, and even in thoſe 
 Diſpenſations that are moſt obſcure” and ruggid, that 
we catnot unriddle, yet there'is alwaysa Complication 
of moſt Soveraign and Excellent Deſigns, which ſhall 
not be diſappointed. - 3. It comes from the hands of 
that God, that is under the relation of a moſ# render 
Father, that hath the very ſame Bowels of Gl 


| Goodnels and tons, in his Correftions, as 'in 
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his Favours. ApooFfilly Child, when a' Father either 


-"Carretts him fora Fanltzor takes that from him that will 


huethim,: or keeps him hard to his Book, or other {t- 
t, or. denies him ſomewhat that is noxious ts 


- him," thinks his Father deals hardly with him, ' whett tn 


truth the very ſame tender and Fatherly Love, that 
diſcovers it ſelf in more grateful diſpenſations, is the 


 cauſeand companion of -theſe. The ſame is thy caſe 


and mine, be patient therefore; it is the hand of a 
Father_that afflicts thee; and that may aſſure thee that 
it is for thy Good, and it ſhall be-in meaſure. 4. It 
*comes from that God, that is thy abſolure Lord, that 
hath that unlimited right over his Creature, that his 
only Will-is a ſufficient rule of Juſtice, thon oweſt 
an infinite .ſubjeftion to him, from whom thon haſt 
received thy Being: His Soveraignty over his 'Crea- 
ture is even by the very light of Nature, Infinite and 
Boundleſs. Be contented therefore to bear whatſoever 
-he inflicts, without the leaſt diſputing of the Juſtice or 
Injuſtice of it. This was that excellent Contemplati- 
on of old Eh, under the moſt ſevere: denunciation of 
God's Judgment. It 5: the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth 
-him good, * And it was that, great Leſſon that Job's AMi- 
tions were ſent to teach him,though he could not learn 
it; till God himſelf, as well for our InſtraCtion, as His, 
"taught him out of the Whirlwind ; but then he learned 
it, and abhorred himſelf in Duſignd Aſhes for his for- 
mer Ignorance and Frowardneſs. 8. Yet-further, bear 


'- it patiently, for that God that ſent thee this Meſſenger, 


doth behold and obſerve bow thou entertaineft it , where- 


- In we may with all dye Revereace, ſuppoſe the Lord 


of Heaven, thus refolving ; Tozder is ſuch a Man, that 
profeſſeth to Know, and Fear, and Love me, and I ſee him 
nevertheleſs fond of his Wealth or Honour, or ſome other 
"Bleſſing ; 1 will give leave to Evil Men, or Evil ' Angels 
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Wealth, and to caft him into Diſgyace.; and 1- will-obſc 


bis Carriage and deportment under it ; and though I-kpo1 


what it will be, yet I will make it now conſpicuous both t9 
Himſelf, and Men, and Angels: And if bis Deportment 


be not anſwerable to hjs Profeſſion, if be ſtorm againſt 
Providence, or uſe unworthy means, to free bimſelf. 

Impatient and Diſorderly under it, I will make his Folly 
conſpicuous, and ſend more and ſharper Viſntations unto 
him, t4ll this fire of Aﬀliftions hath brought him to his due 
remper of Patience, m—_ Submiſſion to my Will, 
Dependance upon my Power, Subjeltion to my Soveraignty : 
But if on the other ſide, I ſee him bumble himſelf under 
my Hand, Submit to my Will, Juſtifie me in Suferings, 
Patient under them, and waiting my time to be delivered 
from them, I will exhibit him before Men and Angels as a 
Pattern of Patience, and I will make him as ſignal in his 


Deliverance, as he is eminent in bis Patience. Suppoſe 


thou conldeſt hear ſuch a Deliberation, and ſee and 
behold ſuch Spectators of thy Deportment, how wouldſt 
thou endeavor to compoſe thy ſelf with all Patience,and 
Contentedneſs,. and Quietneſs, and Reſignation of thy 


felf under the moſt ſevere AfﬀiCtion ? and how little 


wouldſt thon dare in ſacha Preſence todiſcover, or ſo 
much as entertain any Murmuring or Impatient 
Thought? Aſſure thy ſelf, though thou cauſt not 
with a bodily-Eye behold this Great Lord of the 
World beholding thge, while thou art in this Scene of 
Affiition, yer he beholds and obſeryes thee, and- the 
very motion of thy Soul; and the Glorious Angels, 
though they cannot look into the ſecret retirements of 
thy Thoughts, yet they behold thy external Deport- 
ment, and are grieved, if it be unſeemly and unſuitable 
to the Honour of their and thy Lord, and are glad to 
behold a Deportment ſaitable to the Ends and Glory 
of their Lord : And the Evil Angels, which m—_ 
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tience, are pleaſed and Ko. 


fx 


” 0f:: 


Manc | ta thee to 
erve{ficd if - they effect it, 2d aſhamed and vexed if they are 
erowY diſappointed in it, Believe it, in a ſignal and eminent 


FE degree of Proſperity or Adverſity, thou art like a Man 
| upoq Stage, a ſpectacle expoſed to the view of God, 
ahd Men, and Angels, and Devils; let thy carriage 
therefore be ſuch, as if thou didſt as viſibly behold thy 
$pettators, as they moſt certainly do ſee thee. 
. -Tenthly, As thus thou art to bear \thy Affliftion 
patiently, ſo endeavour to »/e it profitably ; and belides 
theſe advices before mentioned, add to them theſe - 
wy : | enſuing. 1. Learn by them to have a juſt Eftimate' of 
des Þ the World. Affliction pulls off thoſe fine gay Cloths 
vgs, | fromthe World, by which in Proſperity it deceives us, 
red || and renders it as it is, a Vain, Empty, Vexing World. ' 
25 a | 2- From that ſound and jult Eſtimate of the World, 
his | Diſcipline thy affeftions ro a moderate and looſe application 
ofe © to it. It is true, Aﬀfliftions do crdinatily imbitter the 
and | World to us, and fo for the preſent our AﬀeCtions may 
dſt & be dull towards it; but this ariſing meerly from Scnſe, 
nd without a ſound practical eſtabliſhed Jadgment, it or- 
by £ Gioarily laſtsno longer than the Affiictions laſt, and as 
tle | they wear away, and worldly Comforts begin to grow 
fo | upand increaſe, ſo our love to the World comes on, 
-nt | and grows up again: but when a Man by the advantage 
wot # of Afflictions digeſts this Principle into his Judgment, 
he | commonly it abides, and moderates the love of the 
of 8 World, notwithſtanding the return of the Comforts: 
he {| and Advantages of the World. 3. Keep up thy heart 
Is, | #7 4 dependance upon God's Poner and All-ſufficiency to 
of | deliver thee from Aftittion, or to ſupport thee under it ; 
-t- | and labour by Obſervation and Experience to river 
le | this Dependance into thy Judgment and Choice. Ir is 
to | moſt certain, that almoſt every Man, as long as he can 
ry | haveany thing to lay hoſfd of beſides, will make that 
te | his Depeudance : Tie Sick Man will depend upon ia 
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"and the like z but when there 1s nothing elſe to rel 
- upon, then Men will to their Prayers,with the Marinen 
in the Storm ; but this being but an. ACt of Neceſſity, 
as it riſeth upon Neceſlity, ſo it vaniſheth "with it; 
When the Neceſlity is over, and other Dependancg 


| "come to hand, we are apt to throw off our Dependangyi 


upon God. Labour therefore for an Experimental an 
Judicious Dependance upon God : Sometimes in Aﬀi- 
"(tions we begin to attain it; but the beſt way is to be. 
gin to entertain ſuch a Dependance before we zre dri- 


ven to it, and then the Neceſlity of our Afictions will 


faſten and improve it,that it will ſtick with us after. 4; 

. By thy Afiions learn to value and improve thy Hope and 
- » aſſurance of Everlaſting Life: And indeed thy Neceſlity 
now doth in a ſpecial manner drive thee to it;and it is 
a great End of God*s ſending afflitions, 'that it may 
drive us off from the daſping of this prefent World,and 
thereby carry ns over to the valuation of our Eternal 
Condition. Thy Wealth is gone, and thy Honour and 
Reputation.is ſunk and blaſted, and thy Friends have 

' forſaken thee, and thy Body is mouldering to duſt an@ 
rottenneſs,and thy Soul ſits hovering upon thy Lips,rea- 

. dy to take her flight,and all thy hold of this preſent life 
is broken and gone, ſo that thou-haſt nothing now. to 
lodge and'faſten thy hopes upon, but the Promiſes of 
"Everlaſting Life,thy intereſt in Chriſt,the hope of Ever- 
lafting Life, and now, if ever, theſe things will be wel 


"come to thee. God hath ſcattered and broken all other 
- *Confidences ; improve this Unum Magnum, this one 


thing neceſlary, that alone doth ſtand by thee,when all 
things elſe forſake thee,and will accompany thee in and 
through death ir ſelf; and fix in thy Heart ſuch @ value 


upon this that hath been thy,only Comfort, whenall o- | 


thers forſake thee, as not to Tet go the Valuation of it, 
tho? thy temporal Proſperity ſhould return unto 'thee! 
2 | Eleventldy, 
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; -{_ Eleventhly, Wair Gods leaſure for thy Deliverance 


bear. with Patienc 


againſt Aﬀfiftions. 3c. 


out of. Aﬀfiftions, and uſe no Unlawful Means to be de- 


o 


. jvered from it., Uſe no baſe or unworthy Compliances 
with the World, either by diſfſimulation or flattery, or 


violence, or falſity, to extricate thy ſelf; for that will 
either intangle thee worſe, or at leaſt add Guilt to thy 


- Sufferings. And above all, avoid that accurſed tempta- 


tion of ridding thy ſelf from thy Troubles by parting #n 
End to thy own Life ; for thereby thou doſt at once two 
great Evils ; an Evil of extream Folly and Madneſs, to 
exchange a Temporal inconvenience by running the . 
hazard' of an eternal Miſery ; for the very ſame Im 
tience and Preturbation and Anxiety of Soul, that 
puts thee upon. ſuch an accurſed Reſolution, goes with 
thee into the other World with a great Improvement 
of it,and makes thy Soul in its ſeparation infinitely more 
vexed and tormented than it was before in the Body ; 
and an Evil of Rebeljon againg God,who hath ſent thee 
theſe Afictions, and bath made it thy Province, and 
T hy Task, and thy Service, that he enjoins thee, to 
and to his Honour, till he deliver 
"opt - Thou art juſt like an hired Servant, who art 
ſet on work by a moſt righteous Lord,and thy labour ſer 
out. to thee, and thy Reward appointed in the end of 


thy day, and thou wilt run away before the day be 


ended, whereby thou doſt not only loſe thy Wages, but 
art juſtly obnoxious to be purſued and caſt into Priſon 
for thy Diſobedience and Rebellion : Be contented, wait, 
God*s time with Prayers and Patience, and thou mayeſt 
be ſure to find his Mercy in moderating thy Afflictions, 
his Power to ſupport thee under them, his Goodneſs 
in bis time, which is always the beſt time to deliver 
Wee from them, and his Bounty to reward thee for thy 
tience and obedient bearing of them, . 
Twelfthly, Take this for a moſt certain expedient to 


be prevented from many Afflictions, and to be deliver'd 


from” 
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x32 A Preparatrve | 
from them :' Meddle as little with the World, atid the 
Honour, Places and Advantages of them, as you can; anil 
Extricate thy ſelf from them as much, and as : ſoon ay 
thou canſt. Although the Divine Wiſdom and Provi- 
dence governs the World in a moſt infallible and uner- 
ring Method, yet in the external Adminiſtration of it, 
it ſeems to be full of confuſion and uncertainty : When 
T have ſeen a Lorrery with a goodly ſhow of fine Plate 
and a great many Perſons parting with certain Mony for 
gn uncertain Lot, and though poſlibly one or two may 
gain a fair Prize, yet a Hundred for one drawing no- 
thing but blanks,and when they have opened their Fapers 
vexing and tormenting themſelves with their Loſs and 
Diſappointment ; Or, when | have ſeen at Chriſtmas- 
time a few Apples thrown among a Room full of Boys, 
and one ſcrambling, and another catching, ſome ger- 
ting nothing but a Fall, or Bruiſe, or a broken Shin; or 
a broken Limb, and another getting ir may be two or 
three, and thoſe that miſs, falling upon him that hath 
gotten ; ſo the Company fall together by the Ears z Or, 
when [I have ſeen a Match at Foor-ball, one while one. 
getting the Ball, and then another kicking up his heels 
and getting it from him, and then another doing the 
like by him. Theſe give me a kind of Reſemblance of 
the World, wherein, though by the help of Civil Govern- 
,ment, there are certain Rules. put to the Game, yet they 
are not always kept, and when they are, yer it is not 
without a mixture of Irremediable Deceit and Violence, 
though it be of a finer ſort. 

If now my Child ſhould run among this Company, 
and in the ſcuffle ſhou!d receive a knock, or a fall, or 
a braiſe, or be cumbled in the dirt, and then ſhould. 
come running to me, and complain of his Uſage, my 
Anſwer would be to him, What made you there? What 
made you in ſuch boiſterous and unruly Company ? If 
you mingle with ſuch Company, you muſt be contented 
0 
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againſt Afliftions. 


"3 
to ſhare inthe prejudice, and to take your Lot; it is: 
uy the Play, if you diſlike with your ſucceſs, come .nv6 
| as} more among- them. . And indeed, this is in a great 
wvi-R meaſure the caſe of ' many of the true Children of Gods 
er-}| they ſee fine gay things in the World, as Wealth, : 
it, Honour, and Place, and External Adyantages ſcattered 
nenfl among the Children of Men, and gotten by ſcrambling 
ate for them, and ſometimes are apt to flatter themſelves 
for into the purſuit of them, with a pretence that if they 
tay could come by their ſhare of them, they would do more 
no-ff - Good with them than thoſe do that get them; or, ar 
ers | leaſt, they think it as lawful, and as hr for them to have 
nd BE them as others ;.and thereupon thruſt themſelves into 
a= the Crowd, and ſcramble for them, or are, at leaſt, 
ys, | cozened into affectation of them; and poſlibly they 
et-l are rowled and tumbled into the dirt in their underta- 
or 6:4. =: and it may be, miſs of them, when they. have 
all done : But ſuppoſe they gain them, then-they think - 
th Y they. may keep them, and yet keep their  Conſcieace 
Ir, | and Integrity and Religion too ; and many times. in 
ne F that endeavour they Joſe ſomewhat of their Integrity, 
els Y and then God viſits them with ſome loſs. or. reproach g 
he BY or in-caſe they ſtand -to their Integrity, and will: not 
of | part with ir, but, will make a ſcruple of things, that 
'n- | others down with, then commonly they. are expoſed 
ey | andpillaged, and loſe all that they have thus gotten, 
of | and the Evil ons, and Evil Men tell them, Nay, Sir, if 
e, | jou come iuto our ground, if you will hold the World, 
pray be contented to hald it upon our terms, and as. we do, 
y, Y or elſe leave it.; it ts part of the Game, And then .the 
or | Man complains of. his-Afﬀlition, and his hard Uſage 'in 
1d F the. World, and that he ſaffers far, keeping a-;Good 
iy | Conſcience, and if be would have, done as. the. reſt of 
at | the World do, it had been better with him. Bu Sir, 
If what made you in that Company ?. What made you 16 be 
' Campering with great Places and Preferments ? Do not you 
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Ihthe om FR kN ing end tr fpywing with 
kind of matters, you muſt upon” condi "RM »\# 
"he World doth uſually Grd? ; nc know that if 


by'w with them, _ af ina prying yy mo 
he:Worlds Ct d, pur ww ger odes woe bag ? W. 
And" therefore of fo hold. theſe Te Temporal W 
"Advantages, you miſt Tnnd the Order; of your Com-W 
| , And ſo hazard your Coniſcitnce', and Peace with i: 4 
Gd? And if you will not obſerve the Orders 'of ' your 
Commander, you muſt be 'contemed to' be ſubjelt 10 the 
—_ and Frowns, and Scorns, and Rejettions « f the 
for you cannot ſerve God aid HMammon. TI hrere- # * 
fore if thou 7 wouldſt ent or avoid very many AﬀMi- -/& 


TY RTM LEE TIES 4, 
Sx: g " , ” "IE. 

TW WS ELD 8f - 

> - (4 f , oy 

$ | 5 
' 

. 


Qions, mingle as little as is poſſible, with the concerns C. 


of the World, eſpecially in'great Places; and ifthro G I” 
inadyertency of tmportunity . thou'art drawn into the W # 
ſcufflle and VE gs of the World, get out as fond "i 
#5thou canft ſa cly, and fairly, and honeſtly : For it is: FA 


z' Thouſand to one, bur firſt or laſt, *thou ſhalt other- ff 
wiſe hazard thy Conſcience, or receiye ſome ſcratches Þ-- 


and worldly Prejidices, which are, in truth, rather the S. 


Iſves of thy Folly, and Inconlidetate Adventure, than y 
true Afliftions/** -* Fl 


- 'Burfor medling with Places of M. agiftracy,. Honour ® 


or publick, Imployment, 1 would nbt has it thought that 


-it 1s my TN 1 that Good mien; lawfully called, 8 


and duly qualified, ſhould moroſely or frowardly whol- 
ly reject their -due'caHt nato them. The World cannot” 
-be' kept in order without Magiſtracy. : and Good Men,- 
.if- otherwiſe'fitted for it, and duly called unto it, 'are_ 
likely to adminiſter it beſt for the publick Good of. 


Matikind : and it were an unreaſonable thing for them * po 
to expett the benefits 'of Magiſtracy and Government Þijs 


from "others, when "under ſuch Circumſtances they -£ : 
wilfully dedline*the Communion'of the like advan- Þ'# 
age to others : and therefore the” wiſeſt Kingdoms, 

SS rates 


© BL * Lf 
' on raged or permit 2C ®: ſtand OY 
I Ree enim Magiſtratum peter, miſs 
" atque pleraque eorum gue. i 
oats & Avaritiam  cortmittunthn 


fi dignus fir eo Magiſt 
*TANAt: 4 mean, © 1, That: 
| re Tranquility ſhould ' not ſeek 
£ A ot OE 2: Thar if they are offered, they 
dos as conſis with Modeſty and - duty to. their 
and Country,. decline and avoid theth,. .. 
# bps fo an ry Frags are ev r0 
ke Dag ey ore uns - 
i them, -chey have te Font per to perform | 
0 I 4 1f hy the Command, of the Sovereign Pow- 
En to undergo ther, and Sy Ms 618 
ployment, -they Go BY - lc owardly 
atefully refuſe them : For they. 
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I Propurativ 
* "Accept, of thy « verance with "at1 | Th6kd ſs] 
w God, and f a thy (elf, Attribute jt who wie 
to. his Goodneſs and Mercy : . Think not that, ore 
delivered becauſe of thy Worth .or Deſert ;f "any | 
'one {in that ever thon_commirreſt would: detain thee. 
Ty ame under the ſevereſt Aﬀition:- Think. not, 
on. hath expiated thy _Demerit, and thats 
ik oweſt thy Deliverance to the, fatisfattion that' is 
made by.thy ſuffering ; for moſt certainly the greareſt 
Affliction under Heaven cannor-/fatisfie -for. the leaſt 
Tranſgrefſion ; nothing but the Blood of the'Son, of 
La can countervail the abs = of the leaſt Sin a 
:" Think not that thy Deliverance is due ts thy; 
Wha je Friends, orIntereſt, for though God be pleaſed. 
the. intervention of Means, yet he adminiſtred* 
$6 jo og and bleſſed that, Means, - and made it w_ 
Qual, cr otherwiſe it would - have been bur a'flar 
profitable Means: ' As God ſends Afﬀictions to' evi * 
: 1a his Power, and Wiſdom, and Soveraignty, ſo he 
Tends Deliverance to manifeſt his Goodneis and Bouptz 
and the tribute that he molt juſtly expe for the (; 
is bat eaſte and reaſonable 3 Call upon mt in the ws ; 
pars and I will aeliver thee, and thou ſhalt &orifie m G. 
0.1 "4 
Go 3d, : ke nt the time of thy Troubles, and te Tromiſa 
and engagemenes that thou didſt then make,” We'gbſery 
ob the inning of this Diſcourſe the En 
henſion. oo; Adverſity before 
ab yh is. almoſt as hard to think OX have when 
Fre we pleaſe our ſelves with what we enjoy, 
meeoms Bob pon what is palt, unleſs it be to heig! 
—_ advance m eveſtnc Enjoyments - and if Kc lo 
chance ” nk upon the ſerious reſolution we in # =3 
entertai ; Ho Be them as the OY 
our = ey that time, but now , 
tured, alu unſeaſonable. | Fe CF, 4 
» 3. of" 
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improved it 
"Tod hath 


* rr fanny br tÞ 
YN requeſts ſhall-increaſe my Ingagements before bim ; e 
. BÞ ot ietonorieſ ix fe I will add yy Obljg ations ro 
0 9 ſelf of betrer Obedience, and farther Duties than the 
ut + 4 * of my Miſery could ſuggeſt uno me, or draw from 
= _ 4. Be very watchful over thy ſelf, and remember 
Y thy Keri Comte, Go By 6/ Sin n0 more, left 4 
—Y Por/e thing befall thee : and in a ſpecial manner recollett - 
oF and callto Mind thoſe Sins that did moſt trouble and 
3 ifquiet thee inthe time of thy Adverſity ; renew thy 
- -Þ Repentance for them, and take a TIpecial care to avoid 
SS - Relapſes 
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'Kela ſes into them ; Remember the miſchiet there 
did thee, and let them kriow 1 ſhall dÞ thee ho mo ny 
be:moſt ſevereand ftrift againſt them. . 

5- Make a frequent” Uſe:of' rhy' Detio, ja 46 
gular Preſervarive againſt "the. Power of | 
and Corryytions. Deliverance catries in 
prelienſion of it theſe two things : 1; A uppoiion w, | 
a former Miſery or Viſitation :. - 2. A' pre EnJoy- 
ment 6f 'a Freedom from that Miſery. ore if 
any Cortuption or Tetnptation unto Sin, Got cit "thee, 
improve this Conſideration to this, or the" like effeCt :-/ 
was lately under the. Ratk,, wider the 'Rod,. unde er a 
Want, Impriſonment, Diſgrast, Loſſes, Sic, if Eo 
Fears, and an imminent expeftation of the" worfl of 
nd though theſe were ſore and ſharp Affiic 


ſence of my former Sins and the importunate reftle FR 
Were more bit 7s 


and rormenting than all the reſ? OE, Foe, of Was 
that 'which was the ſtins jed/4 vehom bf 4 ; 
and it hath pleaſed wy, God tv accept; Hu 

tion, and to remove itions, znd | 0 Tue me Beay 


for Aſhes, - and ſhall Fbe' ſo very a Fool us 
a "Mo to ha the badabl J antrber” Pl 
Scourge ? which in all billy muſt 'bt much more oy 
were than the former becauſe it would be the'Iſſue noe only of. 
Sin, but of Preſumption ; a Sin commited. 4 $alf the exe 7 
perience that 1 have had of. " þ tg 0} aha, 
what face or hope could I v4 FF; Thebes ; 
rance from 4 y/ cond Relapſe in - Ats ſe bo 

Deſperate a preſumpruous relapſe into Sin ? \ fe 
were poſſible, that. norwithſtanding my yielding to * his | 


[0 falſe,” ſo ungrateful to FF God, "a ered me, 
—_— Sufferings Ji adfont i Fhetteff f40 ono his. | 

Lowe and Mercy, at 5 witha þ uhpinoys fp: ; 

ftacy from bim ? foal. Fs ru Wk ty, and Good- va 
es ds 
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* againſt Afffitions. 


a 
me in my Anguiſh and Sadneſs. of Soul, 
ity and Miſe, ud ſo beard me thgt hath 2 
7, and Miſeries : Cer- 
nan the fea of © re Ge 
- genwiry be leftin'2 Man, the ſenſe of a former. Cala-, 
ns dt e ſenſe of ſo great a Mercy, will make a, 
Man abhor the leaſt ſubmiſſion to that Temptation that 
anay at once hazard the contiguance of this. preſent 
fort, and cannot be entertained, without the Pre- 
imptuous Rejeftion of him, ' that thus mercifully , 
ſent Deliverance. ©. LS | 
"6. Let.the remembrance. of thy Miſery, and thy 
preſent Mercy. make thee mojt jealouſly and paſſionately 
jon bt Intereſt, and (if it be not too bold _ a 
word) thy Friendſhip with” Gad.,, Remember, he was 
thy p60: in thy Affliction, and he was thy Dclive» 
rer out of thy Affliction: let Gratitude bind thee to ir, 
as be was thy BenefaCtor ; and let Prudence bind thee 
tot, thon knoweſt not how ſoog thou mayeſt have the 
Fame neceſſity again, and where canſt thou find ſuch a 
Friend ? The truth is, when we are in Extremity, and 
have no whither elſe to fly, O then we run to God, and 
we pray. unto bim, and promiſe him fair : but when - 
once:our turn is ſerved, and we have gotten our ends, 
.and thinkour ſelves out of Gunſhor, we are-like Mari- 
ners after a Storm, and God hears no more of us: bur 
- this is, asextream [ogratitude, ſo extream Folly. Oh 
keep thy God thy Friend / for moſt certain it is, thou 


F- wilt have occaſion to uſe him again, and thou Knowelt 


not how,ſoon-: keep thine interelt in him,and eſtrange 
not thy ſelf. from him in thy Recovery, wham thou 


i canſt nor be without in thy Aflicons. 


"5, A#I would: have thee recoilett what were: the 
ings In thy life -paſt, that moſt troubled thee.in thy 
Miction, that ſo thou mayſt avoid them ; /o; think 

that ehbgg 5,07 prattices, or | +" time in thy life paſt 


Was 
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thy Feaſting) , thy Arg thy Honours, thy' earnels, 
with any. omfort or Contentment, or whether the" 
remembrance of the Hours thou haſt formerly ſpent in 
Prayer, Reading the | Scripturess Hearing Sermons, | 
Relieving' the 

Oppreſſed, "Eierborting the Perſecured Members of 
Chriſt, gave thee more contentment. And I dare” 
appeal to any Man's Experience under ' Heaven, that. 


either extreamly bitter, or at beſt very infipid, to his. 


latter ſort were moſt” Comfortable and Contenting,” 
Thou art now recovered, it is true, hut as ſure as thou 
ſhalt die, fo ſure thou ſhalt paſs through new AMiQi-! 
ons, though it may not be of the ſame kind, yet of” 
| ſome kind - Tet it be thy care, after God hath thys. 
delivered thee from thy former Afflition, t6 lay up a 
ſtock-of good Works againſt another evil Day ; ſuch 
Cordials will lie warm at thy Heart, even when the * 


ſeize upon it, and the Comfort of them ſhall pals jrito. 
the other World with thee. | 


than thou hadſt before ;_ It calls for more Humility.” 
and more Thankfnl}neſs; and more Heavenly Minded- 
-Y nels, -and more Charity, and more Devotion,agd more 
b-S Self- Denial, and more Sanctity, and more Jealovfie for, 
8 the Honour of Ged: * For, 1. On God's part, thou haſt 
more TW and HATS pur vpon 0 0h 
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factile "Thanh after thy / 

uttg Conſider, w erin thy Nia thou ' 

didſt remember thy reations, . riments, . 


oor, Viſiting the Sick, Relieving the* | 


when the former ſort of ranſaftions of our Lives were® 


remembrance, yet the remembrance of theſe of the ; 


cold pangs of Death ir ſelf ſhall be ready to inivade and.” 


. ' 8, Thovgh the Portion of thy life before thy AMii-” 

Aion and under it, were very well ſpent, yet remems- 
bcr that the Mercy of God in thy Deliverance doth call 
upon thee for a farther degree of Goodneſs and Perfettion 


MII pp oYeF-nyares 


"th 


n F £ Loved #* 


before :. Every increaſe of Mercy calls for an increaſe 


of . Duty. 2. On thy. own part, thy experiences are 
greater, thou haſt paſt through the School of AMicti- 
ons, and that is a Seaſon wherein God opens the 
Ear to Diſcipline, the Rod hath a Voice and a Leſſon 
to teach z and thou haſt paſt through the experience of 
God's Goodneſs, Tenderneſs and Faithfulneſs in thy 
Deliverance, and that tutors thee tomore Dependence 
vpon him, ,Thankfulneſs to him, and Love of him, and 
theſe Aion carry out the Heart to Duty and Obe- 
lence. {| 

9. Beware that after Deliverance from Afflictions 
thou be et ſecure ; think not with Azeg, ſurely the 
bitterneſs of Death is paſt ; that now, thou haſt eſfaped 


this brunt;all is ſafe, and the danger paſt;ſtill be watch» 
ful;and ſtand upon thy Guard. 1. Thou haſt Sins and 


Corruptions within thee,that if thou art not watchfu], 
may ſurpriſe thee and raiſe new ſtorms, 2. Thou haſt 


watchful and vigilant Enemies without thee, Evil Men 


andEvil Angels, that envy thee the more, becauſe. thou 
haſt eſcaped. 3. As long as thou liveſt in the World 


"thy condition is uncertain and unſtable in Externals,and 


though one Wave be paſt, another may follow. And if 


there were nothing elſe to make thee watchful, yet be 


ſure the hour of Sickneſs, and the hour of Death will 
overtake thee, and that is'an hour of Aﬀfifton, which 


_ thou muſt always prepare for, leſt ic take thee una- 


Wares. 
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| SUBMISSION 


PRAYER and THANKSGIVING. || 


E that freely ſubmits not to the Divine Diſpo- 
ſition and Providence, gains nothing by his 
Contunnacy ; for ſubmit he muſt, whether 

> he will or no. IE 

But he gains this Loſs'and Diſadvantage thereby,that 


thoſe Providences, that are not according to his deſire, 
gall him more by the unquietneſs and Impatience of his 


Mind under them. 


- 


' He that with an entire freeneſs of Soul ſubmits to the 
Divine Providences, gains thereby theſe Advantages ; 
r. That certainly, ſuch a reſolved willing 
ſubmiſtion,never makes the Providences the more harſh 
or ſevere. 2. That commonly they are even in them- 


namely 


: ſelves more gentle and eaſie, becauſe the Man needs not 
a ſeverity to bring him to a right temper of* Mind ; 


namely, due ſubjection to the Divine Will. 3. But be 
the Providences never ſo harſh and hard, they ſit, more 


ealie u 


n a quiet, 


tient, reſigning Soul. 


--,A,'Man never loſeth by Prayer, for. if the thing be 

anted, it makes:the Bleſſing both the ſweeter and the 
afer, being the humble Victory and Acqueſt - of | his 
Prayer: and it makes the Man. the better, the more 
* Thankful; for he looks upon it as a Gift, and not a 


| Chance; the more dependent upon God, a 
= . + readier 


nd the 
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 * nouredthe Prayer of his Servant with-a Conceſſion. - 


And if it be Denied, yet he loſeth not ;. for it. may 'F 
be, the thing he asketh might have done him harm,and Þ 
been his Prejudice. Again, though he be not grat - 2 


in the thing he Mt a Thouſand to one but he i 


Cs re op or better > bur if nc, 
e a rperp inal this benefit 
Lo, Fay th the hy of themore' dons - | 


tient, and to he confent that Almighty God. ſhould 
_ 'Maſter of : his own nnd notto be commanded 
by our Prayers. Or at leaſt diſcovers unto him the 


Diſtemper of his Heart ; if he be-not contented to, he / | 


denied, his Heart was Proud, and his Prayers Hypocri- 
tical; he ſeemed to Pray, but indeed meant” to Com- 
mand, not to Pray for what he deſired, which makes 
him thus [mpatient of a denial. ' 

Senſe of Miſery, Want, or Danger, when we find no 
other means of Remedy or Prevention, doth carry us 
eo Prayer, and Invocation vpon God. The Sailors did 
this -in the Storm. But commonly, though deliverance 


follows even upon our very Frayers,we rarely with that, 


ſeriouſneſs and intention of Mind, return unto God the 
Praiſe and Acknowledgment of his Goodneſs. Of the 
Ten Lepers that were cleanſed , we read only of One 
that returned Thanks for the Benefit ; and commonly 


we either forget the Benefit, and our Benefaftor,wher - ; 


our turn is ſerved, and are content -to attribute our 
Deliverance to Chance, to Means, or -to any thing, 
rathex than to the Goodneſs of God. And the Reaſons 

' may be theſe, 1. 'The' Pride and Navughtineſs of our 
' Hearts, that are unwilling to own our Dependence 
vpap God, when we think we ſtand+ not in need! of 
him. 2. Necellity, and Fear, and the incumbent ſenſe 
of Evil.are more prelling and: urgent; and by a kind of 
force oftentimes arive us to Pray, when we cannot pro. 
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We upon all occaſions to call wes him, who by 
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"M/ bably find help elſnbere but when the Necellity and- 
' ear; and ncumbece of Evil i is removed, it is only 2 
-F true Grateful Tem per wy our Hearts, 
> that op Inga rage render Thanks for. the Mercy re- 
Y cei Apna is ordinarily more flat and leſs ativethan”* 
Evils telt. or feared. Natural Neceſlity:prompts a Man- 
to Proj oftentimes, \bur-it is ſincerity and a right 
| temperof the Soul that prompts Man' to Gratitude 
' Hethatin his Neceſſity prays for help,and obtains i it, 
Bir his Prayers were the Fruit barely of his Exigence, is 
. ſeldom Thankful, and if he be not Thankful, ic is an” 
S Evidence that his Prayers did' not move: ſrom a Heart 
fincere; and truly principled with a Dependance upon 
God, and a habit of dutifulneſs tro him, Bur if he be 
Thankful for a Mercy received,it is an Evidence,that not 
* only his Gratitude, but his: Prayers ſprang from the ſame 
Principle ; namely. a Good and ſincere Heart, princi- 
' pled with the ſame Habit of Grace, Piety, Dependance 
upon God, and Obedience to him. | 
| There 1s an admirable Oeconomy of the Divine Good- 
"i neſs and Wiſdom, to bring bis Creature Man both_to big 
Y Duty and Happineſs ;, many times he invites us to come 
to him by Perſuaſions, and Monitions,an 7 path Aotions, 
os when. we neglect that” voice, he oftentimes ſends: 
" 'vs Troubles,and Affliftions and Dangers : and this 
'F ba doth by a kind- of moral force, to make us fly to hin) 
* by Prayer ifor help, and relief, and deliverance. 

And jt ſeldom-miſſeth its effect, if there be but any - 
Wiſdom or the Common Inſti implanted generally 
in. the Humane Nature. When we know not which 
way to turn, we then flie to God, berauſe hy 
all other ways are moſt commonly ab-  -f - 20.12: 
ſtructed and hedged up, and his Paſlage anly! left open 
toan eſcape * in their Afliftion they wi is 
tad tarhy Almighty God deals by yes 4+ 2Hs 

7 | * hy us, 


X ry ; y FE. pY x 4 -” CL IES. os p ” 
bo 2 1 1 C Fl CE * $t; Y -+. 7 WP? P /T 
FR Y £3. 4.2% Fe 7 & x fo . * b: - COTTIINGS + - FF 2. IE p 5 {0 = 0 ST 4 
HA En SE + + oi HE» = bh CERES of 3 he be 
- ao. ae et A OORRTTOW. 7 IIS Og SOD. A 
_ % << - S. ; PR p $48 "oth Ls oth Rr 4 Ry x TP» Se l 
* ' I ©g © 4 6 : % 24 $4 a. + © a ” : 
- y <4 
£2 us - - 
FT "4 Þ 3 Se 3 
- ; ' 
{ | x 
; ” 


V$,As, hon ain wee: hath a purpoſe toturn a ſtream 
"towards ſome deſigned place, ſtops all other egreſſes W 
bot rhat which fits his deſign 3 Or, as a Father, that is 'FF 
minded to bring an extravagant Son to his Duty' and | 
* _ _Dependence, obſtrudts all Supplics, but, ſach as may 
- © - "be had from himſelf. So oftentimes God Almighty do 
is methodize his Afflitions, that all ways of relief 
are obſtru&ed, but ſuch as may lead a Man to him; It 
is true, many times in ſuch caſes we will be ſhifting and | 
trying every avenue to get out at ; but when' we find 
every paſſage hedged up with Thorns, bat that only ' 
'which leads to him, our Stomachs come down,' and we 
are glad to ſeek relief in that way where we find only it 
can be had. Like Foras his Mariners, in the Storm, we 
try all Experiments and Artifices to ſave odr ſelves,  , 
throw out our Anchors, take down 'the Sails, ply the 
Pamp, throw over the Goods to lighten the Veſlel; and 
when all will not.do, then we begin to call upon' God, 
Lord ſave ww, we Periſh. " 
= - But yet the Method of the Divine Goodneſs reſteth 
wy not here, but brings us a ſtep forward : He is often 
graciouſly pleaſed togrant the Deliverance we pray for, |. 
to let us ſee that we call not upon his name 1n vain, - 
and to encourage us to depend upon him,to draw near 
nnto him, to'make him our Confidence as well as our FF 
Fear : And though ſometimes he, defers onr Delive- 
rance, yet he doth it, partly ta give unto gur' ſelves | 
an Experiment of our own Sincerity and Patience, - 
partly to diſcipline and tutor us to Conſtancy and 
- Patient waiting upon him ; partly to carry us on' to 
more Importunity and Continuance in Prayer ; and by 
this means our Sobls are made the better, by drawing. 
nearer and nearer to him, that is the Fountain of - 
Light and Goodnefs ; for the Repetition of Prayers 
' rectifies-the Soyl, brings it nearer to God, lays more” 
hold upon his Strength, and Goodneſs, as the ay 
eel an 
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either doth he colt Hobart the Deliver nance f t 
t barely ſent to deliver us. from ehie? 1 


AJ; er and Inns oP receives 61 
t end of his Goodneſs, in the attive Gle 


Fm, Is attained, - he 
kf "By a kind of Natural IoſtinQ,”" log WOT” 
Tendency,, as L,may call it, * Good 

on ROCINens of humanity, heis carried c 
Lage fulneſs, Oratitude, and an endeayour of com- 


by ok to him that is his BenefaCtor ; which, as. it is 


the moſt rational Conſequence imaginable, ſo it is a 
Principle ſo riveted in the very Conſtitution of Huma- 


hity it ſ@lf, that even without any Antecedent, ratioci- 


ion, or rational diſcourſe, it doth preſently, and 
firſt view, and antecedently, antevert any rational 
Hcourſe of the Mind.- We are Grateful, .and ſtudy 


+to be complaiſent to him that doth us good, withour a- 


Ty uſing.of Topicks or Arguments, by a kind of Na- 

tural Inſtinct or Sympathy. 
2+. By a kind of Stipulation or Bargain made by Ab 
ty God with his poor Creature, to have this 


% 4 el of Gratitude and Benevolent AﬀeCtion from 
His Creature, as the Tribute and REED of his Good» 
_ nefs. and Beneficence,... Pſal...50.. 1 5. 


mein. the 
day of Trouble, and I mill deliver x and thou ai 
And this Retribution, as. it is moſt a 


 Tably Con-genioug and Con-patural to the right conſti= 
-  fution 


i 4 EE FEE. on en 
x the Homane <*F fo it is the moſt tral | 
"nable, and the moſt Noble, and the moſt Eaſy, and the 
molt Beneficial Retribution in the World to him Fro , 
' makes it. For firſt, Whereas the Creature in his 
Tecks, and in the returns thereof, receives ſomething / 
ow Oodiy his Gratitude,and Glorification of Gad he 
pon hrnce Fc which his Maker” graciouſly. accepts, as 
E return made*to him from his Creature. Secondly, 
'By this means he attains the Two great Ends of his Be- 
namely, the Glorifying of God, and tbe Improvement i 
£ bis own Felicity; for Gratitude and Thankfulneſs | 
s the Soul to' a nearer appreach to God, If it be 
ble, than his very Prayers do ; becauſe it is "the 
motion of 'Loveand Beneficence in the Sout un- 
5 Goth er thzand the nedrer the Soul is moyed-un- 
to God,the nearet it is joined to its Life, its PerfeCtion, * 
Its Happineſs : The more it i Cori of the Love, 
oe Goodn et; influence,the unication of the 4 
vine" [- . . 
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Whot ſhall. 1 veader #0 the Lord for all 
a ".- bis Benefits towards me *. . 


HERE are Two {hag Durics that ZE 
- 'whichare never out of £ 
' foch as we have continual on 
 ceflity to-uſe whilſt we live 


F A is always Kaſonablein 'this. Wie, bectiile we 

ever thy in need of it ; ; we always want ſomethin 

- and have always occafion to fear fomething ; 

Tp be ſajpoſed ht bin 07” ee ineſs i inthis 
Ow have caule to pray "for {he 666 conti mans! LE 
ppineſs we enjoy,” which is not ſo fixed- A and able 
Weng that it may leave us': 7 ſaid in my Proſperity, 
ever -be moved = Thow biddeſt thy face; arid 1'was 
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J_ BET ire never ont of the Hack office DivineProvic 2ncey 
z: either 20 Reliere Relieye or Aﬀi&t us ;-and therefore wears 

- © . under-a-continual Neceſlity of Prayer,either,to Relie 
| Ge is us, . or at. leaſt, to preſerve and ophold 


likewiſe We ſeaſonable, be | uſe! 


deſerves andFequires our 

a _W bo we want Wealth, yet have” 

we not Health? If we'want” both, yet have we not. 
Life ? if we want temporal Bleſſings, yet have we. 


nl pipe einen} re rug 


it from the Goodneſs and Bounty of God. wy though! 
we have not all-we would, yet we have what we 5 
- ſerve not, and what we prize and value ; and therefore 
while we have any _ we ag occaſion of Thankfy 


np to our 7. hoy Benefa 
Ones be 
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it were, 'of the fame Goodneſs in the neceſſary and un- 
ceſſage returns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving by them. 
- , 2, The Duty of Thankſgiving ſeems to be a Duty 
"= of mote noble Nature, than even Prayer it ſelf, becauſe 
GY it s more ypotncty and cloſely the nobleſ# endin 
= the World ; namely, the Glory of God, which cer- 
Y tainly is a more ultimate and noble End, than even the 
very Good of the Creature. It istrue, Almighty God 
receives no acceſſion to his Happineſs and Perfeftion 
by all the Honour and Praiſe and Thankſgiving that all 
' the Creatures in the World can pay him, yet the 
Glory of his Majeſty is the Chiefultimate End why he 
made all things, Rev. 4. 11. Thox art worthy to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power ;, for thou haſt Created 
all tbings,and for thy Pleaſure they were and are Created: 
Ir is true the proximate immediate reaſon of the Crea- 
tion of all things was, that the Redundant Goodnefs of 
2H Almighty God might be communicated unto Being , 
*F derived from him by Creation : But the ultimate and 
"FF more univerſal End was that by this Communication 


| If of the Divine Goodneſs unto ſometbing without . him- 


flf, the Glory, and Honour, and Praiſethereof might 


4 


\\ - wh unto- himſelf, who only can be the ad<quate 
| of himſelf, of all he doth. Thankſgiving there- 


. ., ' fore and Praiſe anſwers the greateſt and moſt noble 


End in the World : If I want, and pray for what I want; 


1 F | my immediate End therein is my own Good, and yer 


that End is too narrow, if 1 propound not to my ſelf 

LF to Praiſe and Glorifie the Bounty of that God which 
Ty aulwers my Prayer. 

7 3. Again, whereas all the Irrational and Inanimate 

Creatures in the World do p3ſlively praiſe Almighty 


1 | Sod, in that they bear every one of them the Ioſeri- 


; ption of / his Wiſdoni, Goodneſs, Power. The Re. 


; ſanable and Intellctual Natures of Men and Angels 


* |} have that noble Advance, ag” they can and may Altively, 


and 
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and Tntentionally Glorifie and Praiſe the Goodneſs of? 
God : and it is indeedthe nobleſt Harmony that they: 
. can make, when they ſummon all their UncarFanings 
Wil, Aﬀections, all that is within them; -to Praiſe: 
that God, to whom they owe their being and benefits :. 
And the Wiſe and Glorigus God doth 'therefore' 
'Communicate the Senſible, Experimental, - Eminent 
Influences of his Mercy, Goodneſs and Bounty 'unto- 
the Reaſonable and Intelletual Natures of Men and 
Angels, that they might touch and ſtrike upon thoſe: 
noble ſtrings of the Heart and Mind. and Aﬀections, 
that they May thereupon return the Harmony of 
Thankſgiving, and Praiſe to the great Lord of the 
World: And ſurely the nature of Man,.in it's true: 
ſtate and temper, is as naturally and effectually, moved 
to the returning of Thankſgiving to God for Mercies 
received, 2s a well tuned Lute, or other Inſtrument, 
doth give an Harmonious ſound upon the touches of a: 
Skilful Artiſt, And moſt certainly that nature is 
ſtrangely out of Tune and Order, that upon Mercies 
received makes not a ſweet return of Thankſgiving and; 
Praiſe, This therefore, as it is the nobleſt; fo it 1s the 
moſt natural production of the Reaſonable Nature, 
the fulleſt of | Congruity to right diſpoſition of it's 
Faculties. | 1 
Almighty God ſends upon the Children of Men Bene» 
ſits, Bleſſings, Deliverance, Favours z And'the fruit that 
he doth(and that moſt juſtlyJexpeCt,is a Crop of Praiſe, 
Glory, Honour and, Thankſgiving, Call upon me in the: 
day of Trouble, and I will Deliver thee, and thou ſhals; 
Glorifie me. Andit is a barren, degenerate, ſtupid Heart, 
that yields not ſach fruit of ſuch a Semination, So that 
Praiſe and-Thankſgiving is Con-natural to our very Fa-Þ} og; 
culties,: the tribute that the Rational Nature, naturally, 'm 
ays to the Divine Being, as: his BenefaCtor, the very 
Froic that the great Lord of the Haryeſt expects for ay & 
bis Goodneſs and Mercy. | '_ _ 4. The 
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: "2. The Ttuth's, Thankſgiving is the very End of 


I want ſomerh 


Prayer : And as the End is mote noble than. the means 
conducible ro the End, ſo therefore is the Duty,the bu- 
ſineſs of Thairing in it ſelf, Hough equally neceſa- 
ry, yer more noble than Prayer it lelf, | 

x $ ng that I would defice Almighty Gad 
to'give me, [and 1'therefore pray ;. my Merciful. Lord 
grants me my deſire, «and gives me what L pray for,and 
therefore gives it, and gives it upon my Prayer to him; 
that "therefore his Mercy and Goodneſs may be more 
Evident unto me, - and that thereupon I may Prcaiſ-;and 
Glorifie, and give Thanks unto him, /- 

And if with the Nine Leapers in the Goſpel receive 
the Benefit I ask, and do not with the Tenth give Glory 
to God for the Benefit I receive, I diſappoint both the. 
Giver, for what he deſigned in the Gift, and difappoing 
my very Prayers ip that whichis their juſt and proper - 
End | , 


And hence it is;. that our Bleſied Lord in that abſos 
lute Form of Prayer,which he hath taught us, promiſeth 
the ficſt and greateſt Petition of the Hallowing or Glo- 
rifying of the Name of God, and the firſt, the great, 
the regnant Petition, that is to influeace all the reit that 


wy follow ; eſpecially thoſe that are for the ſupplies of our 
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5. Whereas in Prayet we ask that we may receive 
from God, Almighty God bath been pleaſed to Honout 


Y and Dignifie our Duty of Thankſgiving, . with ſo much 
HF condeſcenſion of his Majeſty, that he receives or at leaft 


interprets it as 4 Receipt from his poor Creature. It is true; 
our Praiſes add nothing to his Perfection and ſelf-ſuffi- 
ciency ; Nay,our very Thankſgiving and Praiſe is but a 


'F gift that he gives to himſelf; he gives-us a being that 
ry Fe Capable to Praife him, gives us Hearts and 


etions that may be willing to Preiſe him, gives us 
race that may enable us to Praiſe him,gives us Benefits 
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43, us iſe him, give: Directions . 
| ite us to Praiſe him, gives us Dir | 
_ _— e him, gives bed Ds Communet, noe 
miſes, Encouragements to Ptaiſe him ; $ A rn ce 
ankſgivings and Praiſes: to him, 
*—xfen _ _ ”_ ch his Ioognels, Oo ” 
takes and accepts and Rewards our Praiſe y1 N_ 
ivi if they were our own Actions. And whe 
la Prande we eivs hab L Farr gs for 
I ſed ſo far to Honour this Duty, as 
A ere from vs, and accordingly accepts and rewards 
it. xi th: hy 
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MEDITATIONS 
 Lozdds Pzayer. 


DD — 


—TI 


MATTHEW7/).9. 


Afier this manner therefore pray ye, 
Our Father, &c. 


Y the Sin of Adam, and the Corruption and 

- Obliquity that thereupon entered into the bu- 

man nature, Mankind had contracted a three- 

fold Miſchief. 1. Guilt, that needed an Expia- 

tion 3 2. Hlintuſs, that needed an Illumination 3. Per- 


verſneſs and Rebellion, that needed Power and Victory . 


to ſubdue it. In the fulneſs of time God ſent his Sor into 
the World with healing for all theſe Diſeaſes. 

1, He ſent his Son tobe onr Sacrifice and our Prieft : 
and not, only ſo in his own Perſon, but by derivation 


. unto thoſe that believe on him, he hath imprinted upon 


them and communicated unto them a participation of 
his own Office, aud hath made them Kings and Prieſts : 
'M 3 | b. Bſ 


EE ig: i 48 
< 


"X50. * Meditations upon | 
. 1. By waking an Atonement for them with his Father, 


 : \Whereby they are accepted; Yohn 16. 26, 27. I ſay \F : 
A mot unto you. ] will pray the Father for you, for the Father "if 
=. bimfelf loveth you :” not to exclude the Continuance and MF . 
38 Efficacy of his [nterceſſion, but to intimate the fulneſs 

| of our Reconciliation, that having made us of his . 


houſhold, Fpheſ. 2. 19. We may have acceſs to the - 
Maſter and Father 'of the Family , Epheſ. 2. 18. For 
through him we have acceſs unto the Father : 2. By 
ſending ' his own Spirit-to inſtru, and warm, and fir | 
our Spirits to come into the preſence ; for through him 
we have accefs by one Spirit, Epbeſ. 2.18, Teaching what 
to ask, and inabling us to ask, as we ſhould, Rom. 8. 
26. For we know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
eu7 bt. X 73 
2. As he made him a Sacrifice for opr Guilt, ſo he 
ſent him to be a Light for our Darkneſs, John 1. 5. the 
World was all in darkneſs and Error ; the moſt exact 
Sublimate Wits inſcribed theic Altar; To the Unknown 
God, They were ignorant of things to bz known , 
and of things to be done. The Son of God that came 
out of the Boſom of his Father, and knew all his Mind, 
. received a Commiſſion from him to inſtrudt Mankind 
in the way to Life. Joh. 17. 8. [ have giver unto them 
the Words which thou gaveſt me. John 3, 34. He whom 
God hath ſent ſpeaketh the Words of God. Matth. 11. 27. 
No man knoweth the Will of the Father ſave th: Son, and 
him to whom the Son revealcth it. | 
7 3. As hecame with light to inſtruEt us, ſo he came 
: with Power 10 conquer in us: Thy people ſhall be willing 
3 in the day of thy power:And to conquer for us D.ath and 
Hell. | 
- The Buſineſs that we are to conſider reſpeCteth 
bk. principally the firſt and ſecond part of his Mediation, 
= v1z,. in bringing the Will and Mind of God to us, 
I to teach us what to ask, which.concerns his PSntcl 
A | Ice : 
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the Lord's Prayer. 

Office: And again, having formed deſires in us accord- 

ing to that Will of God, to rome them unto his Fa- 

ther which concerns his Prieſtly Office. wh 
After this manner pray: Luke 11.1,2. One of bis 

Diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, ani be 


ſaid, Whmn ye pray, ſay, &c. In general we may 
terns © ; 


' 1. That Chriſt doth mor exclude other Prayers : 
The injunftion of this excludes not all other Prayers. 
Our Saviour himſelf, and thoſe that were acquainted 
with his Mind and Practice, uſed variety of Prayers, 
according to the ſeveral Occafions, differing from this 


| form, and therefore the Apoſtle commands, Epheſ. 6. 
' 18. Praying always with all Prayers and Supplications. 


Prayers formed for every occaſion. And that Spirit, 
that make intercefſion for us with groans that cannor, 
be uttered, is not confined go any particular form, not 
to vary from ir. | 

2. Thought thou art not reſtrained to this form only, 
yet inall thy Prayers pray after this manner. There is 
ſomewhat in this Prayer that muſt be ingredient to all 
thy Prayers, | 

1, Be ſure thou haſt a Commiſſion, a Promiſe, for - 
what thon prayeſt ; deſire thoſe things that are warrant- 
able by the Will of God revealed m his Word. Chriſt 
was acquainted with the Mind of God, and gives us a 
Pattern to ask thoſe things which are warrantable. 
ASk for thy good, but ask not for thy Luſt, James 


-% 

2, Though the things thou askeft be warrantable 
and agreeable to the revealed Will of God, yet in 
the particularity of thy deſires referr thy felf and ſubmit 
unto the will of God: becauſe thou art not wiſe 
enough to know what is fit for thee in particular, 
Eſpecially in the meafure, time, and manner of the 


| thing thou askeſt, The Son of God hath tavght us 
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' Meditations upon  _ 


LS) " « 


the ſupply of our own Wants; 


fine not God, Thou ſhalt be ſure thy Prayer ſhall 


in that be feared, Heb. 5. 7. 


able ſervice, a work of thy Spirit and Underſtanding, 
1 Cor. 14, 15. not only of thy Lips and Tongue : for 
thou haſt ro:do with the God of the Spirits of all fleſh, 


with thy Lips, that thou mayeſt by that means fix thy 
Mind the better to the work ; but let thy words be the 
production of thy Sou]. Let thy Heart pray as well 
as thy Tongue. And this was one of the Reaſons of 
our Saviour's Inditing this Prayer in this ſhort and pithy 
Form, to condemn the vanity of the Gentiles, who 
had confidence in their vain repetitions of words, with- 
out the intention and application'of the heart, Mareh. 
6.8. | ll 


deal of Wiſdom, containing very much matter in a 


confidence in ſtudied Devotions, nor to- make thy 


thy Heart and Soul, yet let the Reverence and Awe 
thou beareſt to him, before whom thou comeſt in thy 


thou goeſt, put thee in mind to Prepare thy ſelf and 
cby Soul, and-to turn it by theſe Conſiderations to an 
humble frame of Spirit ; to afore-caſting of thy deſires, 

all 
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to pray for the fulfilling of the Will-of God before; 
| and in his own Prayer! 
\, in the Garden, Marth. 26. Nevertheleſs not as I will: 
_ * » but as thou wilt, Whatſoever thou deſireſt, yet con-' 


not loſe his fruit, though the thing deſired ſeem not. to. 
be granted. The: Cup did not paſs from our Saviour, 
though he asked it, Xdarth. 26. 39. Yet be. was heard 


a & owt aw A, m0 


3- As much as thou canſt let thy Prayer be.a reaſon. 


that will be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth. Pray ' 


A =o ©_ ww tr wy Qs 


' 4. Here we ſee Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father, . 
delivers out 4 Form of Prayer, framed with a grear 


few words : Learn that, though thou art not to put: 


Prayers, the work of thy Invention or Wit, but of 


Prayers the ſeriouſneſs of the buſineſs about which - : 


! 0. © es. oy ih. en 2A an Wo an Od as wo 


to an- humble approach to the preſence of God ; to - 


© - 


F: © +. thebord's Prager. x59 
all beſceming Reverence both in thy words and geſture. 
The Heart, it is-true, ſhould be in a continual frame 
of Prayer, and almoſt every Occurrcance of our Life ' 
requires 2 lifting up of the Hearr to God in Prayer, | 


or in Fhnakigiring which cangot beſo ordered with 
; O 


aration; but ſolemn Projery though wo private, 
requires a juſt preparation ' of the Heart, and a per- 
formance of it with the whole contribution of the 
whole Soul, and ſtrength, and underſtanding, and affe- 
Cion, 
3» Though thou art not bound to uſe no other 


- Form, yet ſe this frequently, upon theſe Conſidera- 


tions. 
.1! It is the Command of thy Lord and Maſter. There 
is ſomewhat of Command in theſe words. He,that com- 
mands to pray, after this manner, meant not that this 
Prayer ſhould be forgotten. That which was made a 
pattern to thy other Prayers,. was not intended to be a 
thing only to be looked upon,and nor to be uſed. Thou 
mayeſt uſe other Prayers to give ſcope to thy Spirit,but 


' conclude with this. 


2. It is a great means of ſtrengthning the Heart in 
Prayer. When 1 ſhall conſider I am now uſing that 
very Prayer which the Son of God, when he was in 
the fleſh, at the requeſt of his Diſciples, gave unto 
them, .not only as a rule and pattern, but as a frame 
When ye pray, ſay," &c, I call the great God my Father, 
and it is no preſumption in me ſo to do; the Eternal © 


Son of God, that knew all his Farher's mind, com-- 


manded me to call him ſo, and to come before him as 


my Father. I am begging for the Conveniences of 
; my Life, for the pardon of my Sins, for my preſerva- 


tion in. and from | temptation. Had they not been 
things that I might hope to be granted, the Son of. 
God would never have taught me to ask them. © O 
* Lord, it is true, I can ſee nothing in my ſelf why I 

| <« ſhould 
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«ſhould expect that thou ſhouldeſt hear me:3 my Sing 
G are renewed- every day, and 1 ed pardon bu 


. & yeſterday, and I have finned againtt thee the. ſame 


<« Sin this day : But yet thy Son, that knows: all thy 
& Wil, that would never have put me to. beg. that! 
<* which were unfit for me to ask, or thee to grant, he 
< it is. that taught me to beg my daily bread. of thee, 
«and as ofren in the ſame Prayer to beg thy-for- 
ending, but yet I will learn to be confident in thy 
& Mercy: ' | 
3. It isa Comprehenſive Prayer, and therefore fit; 
to be ſupplemental unto thine own Prayers. Thy: 
preſent wants or fears or deſires carry thy Spirit :Jn 
thy-own Prayers eagerly and vehemently in purſuit of 
thoſe thy wants, fears, or deſires; becauſe they are 
things preſently incumbent upon thee, and in thy 
viewz and by that means thou doſt many times in 
thy Prayers overſhoot in many matters,that are of more 
cancernment, it may be, for thee to ask :. as the Glory: 
of God, thy preſervation from future inconveniencies, 
that are not yet in thy view ;z and this Prayer gathers 
up thy omiſſions, calls home thy Spirit unto that. frame 
and temper of heart that is fit z viz, Submiſſion ro the 
Will and Glory of God in the firſt Petition of this 
Prayer, furniſheth in a ſhort Compendixm to pray over: 
that which thou haſt before asked, and to pray for that 
which before thou haſt omitted. 
4. As It is # Comprehenſive Prayer, and contains 
much, ſo it is a Compendious Prayer, and contains much: 


in little. The Wilſe- and Merciful . God knows the. 


fcailty of our Nature, and. therefore hath fitted us 
according to our narrowneſs with abridgmenr ; | he 


knows the ſhortneſs of our Memory, and therefore he: 


gave his Will under the Old Law in Ten Words. 
Chriſt, he gave us another abridgment of that abridg- 
| | ment : 


<« | tay I will not learn hereby to preſume in of- 
C+ 


tl 
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7 the 
ine ment : Love God: and thy Neighbour. God alſo knows 
but Y the weakneſs of our Spirits, and therefore he gives us a 
el ſhort Prayer, thar in- the uſing of it our Spirits may 
by bear up, and the fire laſt till the Prayer ended. . It is 
true, when. we have a continuing ſenſe of Evil felt or 
feared upon vs, our Spirits are able to hold out a Prayer 
Icng in warmth and heat : But when the matters of our 
defires are not ſo apgarent to our ſenſe, our Spirits are 
- apt to grow cold before we come at theend of it. Here 
is a ſhort Prayer, furniſh'd in all things fit to be asked, 
and ſuch as thy Spirit may go along with to the end 
fit: withour being tired. It is true, that a Man ſhall uſually 
hy & fird more intention of Spirit in his own Prayers, than 
ja} in this. Bleſs God that thou haſt this intention of Spirit 
; of © in thy own Prayers, and negle& them not, but pray 
are for pardon that thou wanteſt it in this, and ftrive to a» 
hy mend it. 


LH: 


inf Now, the great” Gauſe of the wyprofitable Uſe even of | 


Dre this. Prayer, and divers other Ordinances, grows 
BM from this, That people uſe them without a diſtinCt and 
es, deep conſideration of the things contained in them. 
ers Y The Sun in the Firmament is the greateſt Wonder in 


mel the World, and of infinite more conſideration than 
he WF the appearance of a new Star or Comet ; But the-com- - 


his W monneſs ofthe Sun makesMinkind paſs over that without 
er any .obſervation, and yer look upon the latter with 
at WY much admiration and aſtoniſhment. Juſt thus it is 


with this and other Prayers : This Prayer, being taken: 


ns | vp and learnt with our ſpeech, we ſwallow by whole- 
ch fale, and never weigh 1t, or conſider it ; but other 
he & Prayers of our own or others, whileſt they are new 
us to us, we uſe more attentively, and it may be more 
he | profitably. Ir ſhould therefore be our care to rub out 
he: the Corn cut of this Ear; to Examine and Conſider 
s. & this excellent Prayer diſtintly, that ſo in the uſe of 
| it a fullunderſtanding and afiction may go along with 
4G it; 
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— ' Meditations upon 5 
'*. Þ.It;z without which it is no Prayer : for in Prayer we 
| have -to-do with the God of the Spirits of all fleſh, 
that judgeth nor, neither regardeth the bare repetition 
_ of words, the thing condemned by our Saviour when 
he commanded this Prayer. But by the uniting out 
Souls and Spirits to him, our Words are not fo much 
our Prayers as the Conſequence and Signs of our Pray- 
Uk; >; 17-* 
The known Ds#viſ5on of this oY is firſt, the Pre- 
—_ Secondly, the Requeſts. Thirdly, the Conclu- 
Ol. ; 
1. The Preamble, Our Father which art in Heaven. 
The general Duty we learn from it is this, That we 
come not ſuddenly and unſeemly invur Requeſts to him, 
but as much as may beto prepare our Souls, with fittin 
apprebenſions and affettions before we come to ask 
him ; with apprehenſions of his goodneſs, that may 
draw us to him in that he is our Father ; and with 
apprehenſions of his Greatneſs, that may - make us 
conſider our diſtance, and come before him with Re- 
verence in that he is in Heaven, Ecclef. 5. 2. Be not raſh 
with thy Mouth, and let not thine heart be haſty to utter any 
thing before God; for God is in Heaven and thou upon 
Earth : therefore let thy words be few. God is in Heaven, 
and thou upon Earth * ir teacheth thee thy diſtance, 
and it 1s fit thou ſhoald*ſt throughly digeſt that appre- 
henſion . before thon ask, that thy asking may be with 
'Reverence, External Reverence of it ſelf is inconſi-: 
derable, but as it is.the figure of ' that internal Revye« 
rence that is in the Soul, Where the External Reve- 
rence is. without -the internal, it is , baſe and odijous 
Hypocrilie, a dead and a deſpiſed performance, a 
picture of Piety withour life. - But the internal Reve- 
rence of the Mind cannot be without an external ex- 
preſſion of it. The Forms or Natures, that God hath 
Put into eyery creature, are thoſe which ſhape their 
C * OM external 


he: 
0 
lat 


24S _— : 
-o# cf 4.x 42 £ . N . 
$ v5 £ 4,  . aA ym Set 4 . of & F 
Wu \ » 3-76 Y T bat 2 67 —OÞ » 
7 > : 1 J 4 5 SR 1 % 
b 3 SO y £e 


PO ue 01 WOW un OR | 
| The Lord's Prayer. | x63 
F external figure, in ſome proportion anſwerable! to 
'their internal Form. And it is as impoſlible for att 
heart ſenſible of the Majeſty, Glory, Greatneſs and 
Power of God, to come before him either with a--petu« 
lant, ſawcy, preſumptuous or unſeemly. carriage, as it is 
- for the Form of a Lamb or a Child to render it ſelf 
either in the ſhape of a Lion, or a Wolf. Again, 
Godis in Heaven and thou upon Earth : As thou+haſt 
a buſineſs to do to prepare thy hearc with ſenſe of thy 
diſtanceythat thy deſires may be with a ſuitable humility 
when thou prayeſt, ſo thou haſt need of preparation 
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w- to bring up thy heart out of that Earth, wherein 
ws thou art, , unto Heaven, to defecate that Eartbly 
nol heart of: thine, that it may be fit to come into the 
oz preſence of the God of Heaven. . When God beholds 


the higheſt things in nature, the Heavens, he humbles 
th himſelf, he deſcends below his own Excellency, Pſol. 4 
113. 6, Andif thou art a Suitor to this great King, S 
it is fit thou ſhouldeſt come' unto the Throne of "2 
Majeſty, and not expett that he ſhould come to th 
<ſþ Cottage to be'importuned, though yer he doth this alſo 
= in his great Mercy and Condeſcenſion ; yer it is not fit 
- for. thee to expect it : Apain, thy lifting up of thy 


bs heart to him is thy Advantage; the nearer thou draw= _ 
ws. eft to his Glory and Preſence, ſo it is to be with an "IN 
<< humble and clean heart, the more thou wilt partake of a4 
Gl Þis Bounty and Goodneſs ; the fitter thy heart will be 73 
| © have communion with him. The Holy and Glo- 
co. ous Angels and Souls departed partake more of | his 
a fulneſs and perfeftion than Man doth, becauſe by the 

i purity of their nature they have a nearer approach to 


the Fountain of Good than- Man hath ; and the nearer 
or, farther off the Spirit of a man comes or keeps'off 
| _ from God, the more or leſs of his Goodneſs he par- 3 
ir} Ccipates. Now in this act of Prayer we endeavour v8 
a1 | © lay hold of his Goodneſs and Promiſes: Neceflary os - 
| It 
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Woe... Meditations upon | 
" iv is therefore we bring our/hearts by preparation al 
near to-him as we can. 1. That we may be near un 
him ;;and in this nearneſs conſiſts an advantage of 
Communion.with him. 2. That we may be like him; 
and that likeneſs is every day increaſed\by our behold: 
ing of him, whereby we are in ſome meaſure tranſlated 
into.the ſame Glory., 3. That we may be in our pros 
Per. place. God hath communicated his goodneſs to 
all Frog Agr totheir ſeveral degrees of perfeCti. 
on: in thoſe ſtations, wherein his own Great-and In: 
finite Wiſdom placed them, and the place of Man was 
nearer to God by his nature, than he can now arrive 
unto in this Life in-his own Perſon, ( thongh we have 
a High-Prieſt that continually bears our names before 
our-Father. ) And certainly, if it be at any time ſea- 
ſonable for a Man to wind up his heart in the greateſt 
nearneſs.to God, that he can do, -it is when he comes 
before him in Praiſes for the things he bath, and 
Petitions for the things ke wants. Learn therefore in 
general to bring up thy heart as near as thou canſ to 
the. great God 1n preparation and meditation, before 
thou offer'ſt thy Prayer,that thy ſacrifice may be min- 
gled with a true fire, and thy : Soul may be raiſed up 
with the dne conſideration of what thou art about, and 
who thou art todeal withal. co 


"ODS _ 


Touching the Particulars in this Preamble, 
7 


Our Father. Two things are herein conſiderable -_ 
rt. How God isſaid to be our Father : 2. What Frame 
\ or temper of heart and. ſpirit this bleſſed relation and 
conception'of him.as a Father, ought to raiſe in us,eſpe- 
cially when, we come-before him in Prayer. | 

_ As tothe firſt,God hath the appellation or relation of 
2. Father principally in theſe reſpetts : | 
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The Lord's Prayer. 165 
© 1, By Creation. Thus he is the Father of all things. 
But in as-much as Paternity and Filiation are relations 
of perſons not of bare ſubſiſtency, properly, therefore 
i thisreſpect he is called Father in relation'to Angels 
and'Men : to Men, Iſa. 64.8. Bur now, O Lord, thou 
art” our Father, we arethe clay, and thou our potter. Mal. 
2: 10. Have not all one Father ? hath nbt one God created 
wt Luk. 3. 38. Which was the Son of Adam ; which 

was the' Son of God. | Andas to Men, fo in a more near 
relation to the Sonls-of Men, and the bleſſed Angels, 
who! patticipate more immediately of his Image and 
ion, Jam. 1. 17. The Father of lights. Heb. 12. 9. 
Father of Spirits. Zec. 12. 2. The Former of Spirits. 
Job'38. 7. And all the Sons of God ſhouted for joy. 

2. By ſpecral ſuſception, or undertaking either with- © 
out an intervenient Contract : thus he is pleaſed to own 
a more ſpecial Paternity towards thoſe that have moſt 
need of him, Pſal. 65.'5, A Father ro the Fatherlefs 
or by an intervenient Contra ; Thus he was a Father 
in a"'more-near Relation to the Jewiſh People, who as 
a Child is called by the Name of his Father, ſo they did 
as it were bear his Name, Jer. 14. 9. We are called by 
thy Name, leave us mt. Iſa. 63. 16. Doubtleſs. thou art 
our Father though Abraham be ignorant of us 5 and ac+- 
cordingly he evidenced himſelf towards them in allthe 
care and tenderneſs" of a Father, Deut. 32. 11. As 
an Eagle fiuttereth over ber Young, &c. Hoſ, 11. 1, When 
Iſrael was a Cbild I loved him, and called my A 

> 5 Son out of Egypt. But-theſe Relations are —— 
ze. | yet too large and ſpacious, | 
d 3- 'By Adoption in Chriſt . \ Which Relation is thus 
e- | - wrotght, by an Eternal-Stipulation between the Fa- 
/ ther and the Son ; the: Son was to take upon him onr 
f Nature by a ſupernatural Conception, and to ftand as 
a publick Perſon and Mediator between the Father and 
lapſed Man, and appointed that as many as ſhould by 


true 


_—_. 
7.260 
+ 4p 


A 
17a 


\ & of Conndid PF T9 
- ey ob "RIES . wa nf ABDry end) y 
es Ke"; y EF: As = SC WEL! - / fees » 
Ce "X's >; ah at = bt " PS. © »&> - 
Ce 90 _IBEES oo 5 64+ $25 2 rage: Why 5 & 3 | * 
EIS + 4.6 % hb. Or 0 Re. Q, 


<a me wn. - x5 / . | 

q 5 Is : p ; 

p IE PII a2 . 
Pu ; bl * .,- 
18Atz0NS port 

LS 4 
- 
BY * 


' bim, to them he gave power to become the Sons of God: 


our hearts unto theſe Conſiderations. 
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true Faith lay hold oa him, there ſhould be akitid of WW 
Union wrought between Chriſt and that Belieyer, and! 

in that Union the Father Tooks upon all that which; 
was in the Believer as imputed: to Chriſt, and: all-that' 
which was in Chriſt, as imputed to the Believer. - 'Was; 
there Sin and Guilt in the Believer? it is laid on Chriſt, 
and he bears all Iniquities, 1/a, 53. 6. Is there Righte+ 
ouſneſs in Chriſt? the Believer hath that Righteouſe. 
neſs, the Righteouſneſs which #5 of God by Faith. Is: 
Chriſt the Firit-born of God? Pfal. 89. 25, 26, Though 
we cannot - partake. of his Primogenture, yet we par- 
take of his Sonſhip. John 1. 12. As many as received: 


Wn 
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John 20. 17.. 1 aſcend to my. Father, and to your Father, 
to my God, and to your God, Gal. 4.5. That we might 
receive the Adoption of Sons. And by virtue of -this 

Union we partake of the inheritance of Sons, Joim- 
Heirs with Chriſt, Gal. 4. 7. of the Spirit of. Sons:; 
Gal. 4. 6. And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth 
the Spirit of bis Son into your hearts, &c.: And by virtue: 
of this Filiation we haye the Privileges of Sons z, 
Acceſs with boldneſs unto the Father, Epheſ. 2. 19. Care: 
and tenderneſs of our Father over us, A4atth. 6. 32. For. 
your Heavenly. Father knoweth that ye bave need of all! 
theſe things : Audience from him, John 16. 26. '.4t 

that ye ſhall atk in my Name, &C. For the Father 

bimelf loveth you. Now this Appellation and Relation. 

of a Father in the firſt Entrance into Prayers carries up 


my, me Of 


I. That we ſhould by all-means labour to be in this 
relation to God, viz. that he ſhould be our. Father ; 
for why do we call him, ſo, unleſs he be foto us?” and; 
that we ſhould not be contented barely with the Re-. 
lation unto hjim as we are Men; for ſo were-ever the - 
Athenians,” who inſcribed their Altar, To the Unknown | 
God His Off-ſpriog, A#s 17. 28. nor with _ 

| ariſing ' 
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ES the Loris Prayer. 167 
arifiog'dut of an external Profeſſion and Covenant, bat 
"with that negreſt Relation” of. Paternity;”-arifing by 
oor Unioo-with Chriſt, ' Nur 

'2, And'conſequently that all our Applications to God 


as in Prayer muſt be in, and through Chriſt, for through 
t, him is this Relation wrought ; and it is a Relation. of 
e-  Nearneſsand Union, which is the greateſt” Nearneſs. 
af. WY Epheſ. 2.13. But row in Chrift Jeſus, ye who ſometimes 


Is were afar off, are-made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt; and 
zh 19. Of the. Houſhold of God: 'our Union unto God 
ir- MW grows by our Union to Chriſt, who is one with the Fa- 
dM ther; John 154. 23. '/ in them, and thou in me, that they 
maybe made perfett in one, and this is the meaning of 
asking in his Name, Fobr 16.-26. Through him we have 
an acceſs to the Father, Epheſ. 2.18. | 

2. We learn with what Aﬀettions we ſhould come 
to him in 6ur Prayers. And theſe atiſe either from 
the conſideration of our Duty, as Children 3 or from 
the conſideration of that which we are to expett from 
him, as a Father. Thoſe of the firſt part are principal- 
ly _ Love, Reyerence, Subtniſſion, and Thankful- 
_; | SR | . | 
© t. Lovero God. The very name of a Father Im- 
ports in it ſelf a relation of benefit, and conſequently 
of Love. God is the Father of thy Being, 'as thou art 
a Man, and of thy continual Preſervation ;' and if 
there were no more than this in this comprehenſive 
name of the Father, ir is enough to take np. the whole 
. 8 ſtock and compaſs of thy Love. The Motion from nor 
his & being to being, is an infinite Motion, and” an a& of 
r ; | infinite Goodneſs as well ay of infinite” Power, and 
nd} deſerves and challengerh the uttermoſt extent 'of thy: 
te. B Love, 'as @ juſt debt unto ir ; fo that thou: halt [ſcarce 
he Þ& arelidue of Eove left withinthe compaſs of thy vtrer- 
wa # moſt Power,which thou oweſt not ro this greit Love' of 
on | thy Lor#ingiving thee a A” ea ifthis commen $009 
nz 'S | n 
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_ that undeſerved, unſought for, ſuperadded relation « 
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Meditations upon "1 
neſs of thy Lord requirethand deſeryeth all thy. Loy 
to him as the Father of thy. Nature, - what, Love dol 
thou owe hit as he is pleaſed to be thy Fdther in a neay 
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erRelation ? to be thy Father in Chriſt ? and that af # 
ter thou hadſt rejected him and wert loſt ? And if thy. 


debt. of Love, that thou ,oweſt to him as the Fat 


of thy Nature, be more large than the Comprehenſioalff / 


of thy Power, how, or with what wilt” thou pay that 
further. debt of Love, which thou oweſt to him for 
thy Father by Adoption ? when he gave: his, own. Soy 
to: die for thee, .an Enemy, that thou mighteſt- receive 


FE 


the Adoption of Son ?., This is a love thac paſleth not 


only thy Retribution, but alſo thy Knowledge. Bes 
hold, what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowe 
upon #s4 that-we ſhould be called the Sens of God, 1 Johr 
3. 1. Andthe Love of God tons, as it is. the merito- 
rious Cauſe of our Love to- him, ſo it -is that which 
excites and fires our Love to him, 1 Joh, 4. 19. .-e 


* Jove him, becauſe he firſt loved us. And. according to 
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' the meaſure we have of the apprehenfion.of -the Love 


of Godto us.accordingly is the meaſure of our Love to 
-him again, This therefore is the ficſt affeftion that the 
nameof Father calls out, viz. The intenſeſt affetio 
of our Love, in that he bath given us a Commiſſion to 
call him Father, and Chriſt is not aſhamed to call uy 
Brethren, Heb. 2. 21. | 

2: Reverence ;, and this is but a Conſequent of the 
former... Perfet Love caſts owe Fear, 1 John 4- 18, 
But it. is the Mother of Reverence, Heb. 12. 9. We 
have had Fathers of our Fleſſ1, which correited us, and we 


gave them reverence, &c. Mal, 1. 6. If 1 be a Father, 


where gs my Honour ? were. there no other. diſtance of 
nature between thy God and- thee, but thediſtance and. 


Relatiop of 2 Father, -it. requires Reverence., of - thee, 


eſpecially when thou comeſt before him in wy Nravenny 
n ? | k 
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G "IN; as "g's Prayer. 

And t at inward Reverence of thy Soul will imprint 
& a Reverence in thy Words, and in thy Carriage 3 as all 
oi other Aﬀettions and Tempers of the Soul fix -a  Caica 
+ "tle Correſpondence upon the outward Man,bur ef] pecial- 

ly when we conſider he is our Heavenly Father. | 
> + - Submiſſion to bis Will. Conſider thy approach is 
hab ity Father which carries with jt a Relation of Au- 
: rit pacially conſidering he is'a Father of Wiſ- 
oM 7; t knoweth what is fitteſt for theezand a Father 
of Mercies, that is oftentimes more merciful tothee in 
denying thee what thou askeſt than he could be in grant- 
ing it: it is thy duty toask what thou wanteſt, becauſe 
al 0 'thy Father z but not to linyt him what he ſhould 
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Þ7 "Thank fulreſs for all thou haſt received; becauſe as. 
heisthe Author of thy Being, fo he is the Fountain of 
L.. thy Benefit. - - . 


. And as the Name of a Father carries upwatd theſe F 
A Fettions of Love, Fear, Submiſſion and Thankfuln bb 


towards God,/{5. it brings down thoſe Apprehenſions 0 
God, that are ſuitable zo the buſineſs about which we 
We. 

1; From the Conſideration that God is our Father 
this placed in the Entrance of this Prayer, : we bav 
Iezcouragement to make our acceſs nnto him with an-hum- | 
ble boldneſs, when W#$S conſider the Glory; and the 
Majeſty, and the Puricy of the Great and Infinite God; 
in in mol ligtit the Heavens are hot ctcan, nor the Stars | 

pare, Job. i 15. 15:6. 25. y. that chargeth his Angels 
olly, and in his Preſence the Cherubims cover 

rr Faces: How ſhould Duſt arid Aſhes, Man thar is a 
'Worm,: under the Apprebenſion of his Majeſty - and 
Glory, ever think that this, Glorious God ſhoald] liſters 
unto, or entertain his Perfon or his Prayers ? When 
David conſidered bur of :the Sun and Moon and SIRr's» 
which are but the works ar his bands, he foucd a E 
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270 _ Meditations. upon. * _ 
difpropottion between ns and them. What is an that] 
thou ſhouldeft be mindful of him; Pal. 8. 4. Much morg 
between us and their and our Creator; the Son of God! 
therefore, that knew his Fathers Wiil, and thoughts 
he beareth towards us, preſents him to vsin the brink 
of our Prayers under the Expreſſion of a Father, that; 
- might invite us, before he' renders him pnder the 
; =; mage of his being in Heaven , that might 
Eſtrange us - under the Conception of the Love and: 
Tenderneſs of a Father, before Conception of hig 
Majeſty and Glory. And is he thy Father ? why: 
ſhouldeſt thou not upon all occaſions reſort unto him ?; 
whither ſhould a Child go with Boldneſs, if not to his. 
Father?. and to ſuch a Father as he is pleaſed torender.' 
himſelf unto us, with more tendernets and gentleneſs 
thanlies within the Bowels of a natural Father ?. Ifas 
49. 15. Can a Woman, whoſe AﬀeCtions are moſt ardent, 
and importunate, forger a Child, a piece of her ſelf, ber _ 
Sucking Child, to whom ſhe is ingaged by an additional 
obligation of Love and Care, that ſhe ſhould not have. 
Compaſſion, when her natural Love is beightned by-a: 
Pitiful accurratice, of. the Son of her Womb,the PerfeCti- 
on of her Conception ?: Tea ſhe may forget,yet 1 will not 
forget thee, ſaith the Lord, Hol. 11. 8. How ſhall I give. 
thee up, Ephraim ? how ſhall 1 deliver thee, Iſracl ? bow: 
ſhall 1.make thee as Admah? how?ſyall 1 ſer thee as Ze 
boim?ary Heart 5s turned within me, my repentings are kin” 
dled together, ] will not execute the fierceneſs of mine anger ;, 
for 1 am God and not Man, Hoſ.11.3. I taught Ephraim 
. to go, leading him by the Hand, Ephraim, like a weak 
Child was ready to ſtumble and fall upon every occaſi-, 
on,and like a froward Child apt to ſnatch away his hand: 
from him that led him ;-yet the AﬀecCtion of a Father is 
-not_ loſt by the (weakneſs. or frowardneſs of a Child, 
Deurt, 32. 6, 1. Do you thus requite the Lord; O fooliſh 
People and unwiſe ? Is not he thy Father that bought "op 
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ing,” ſpreadeth abroad her "wings, taketh | them and 
& chemi on ber Wings, fo the Lord alone did lead him. 


ant whe and a world of tHe-like Expreſſions in : | 


the of | God, to unveil the love of God- ta his- 
Creatures, and thereby to" draw out at,awefaul Love 
to him, and\an humble boldne!s t6 make an a prnh 
unto him, Heb. 4. 16. Ler-#s therefore come 


tbe Throne of Grace; and to bleſs our Redeemer, to 


by the price of- his Blood hath purchaſed this free. bt 
ty of acceſs unto God as our Father, Epbef. 3."12, 
Jn whom we have boldneſs and acceſs with Confidence. Who 
as he hath purchaſed acceſs for us, - ſo when, notwith- 
ſtanding that we are fearful, and backward,and aſhamed 
to come, is pleaſed in the- virtue of his -own Megs. 
diation to ſtand between the Glory and Brightneſs "of 
the Father and usipoor Creatures, and to-ſhew us more 
of his Goodneſs and Mercy than of his Glory ; and ts 
receive ourdeſires, and to bring both them and -us into 
the Preſence of / his Farher, and our Father. : 


© .223. Asthis Expreſſion leadsus unto God, ahd gives us 


acceſs, ſo ir gives us aſſurance of Succeſs in our Petitions. 
This Prayer as is ſaid, isa comprehenſive Prayer ; -we 
thereby in an Abridgment ask whatſoever is 'neceſſary * 
for this Life or that trocome, but the. name of a Father 
is2a comprehenſive. Name ; the Petiriors that thou art 
axking are large Petigions, and the-Promiſe is yet more 
ras John 16. 23. Whatſoever ye ſball ack the Father. 
ame” he will give #t you. Matth. 7. 7. . Ak, and 

5 ie ſhalt e given you; But here is the Foundation, thy 
+ Ih is to thy Father : Matth.. 7, 11.” if ye being 
evil know how to give good things to your Children, how 
_ more ſhall your Father which is in Heaven give good 
yy s to them that ack him? * Whatſoever thou canſt 
orexpedt from thy Natural Father, ſo much, and 
mach more, may*lt thou _ from thy Heavenly 
ather : 
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_ infirmities and 
| ity thy ſuffers 
Pſal.' 103. 13. Goodne oply ph 
+= gd th 
wall 
th 
of 
: H 
bo reward all thy fincere Performances, Luk. 12.32 
Fear mot little flock, it is my Fathers. good will to give |, 
you a Kingdom, . And this Conſideration of God, al 
our Father when we come before him in Prayer, al ,; 
it. teacheth us our duty, ſo it doth moſt naturally teach . 
ps the three firſt Petitions to deſire the Glory , of bi 1, 
Warne, the Increaſe of the manifeſtation of his King-W ;, 
om. and Power, the full ſubmiſſion unto,and defire ofl 5 
the fulfilling of his Will. And as that relation looks © 
downward upon us, ſo. it concludes the three laſt Pe-iſ , 


titions.  . From whom ſhouldeſt thou: _ > exped 
Mercy-to forgive thee,” Coriveniences. to ſupply thee 
Care and att Jam to preſerve. and deli7zer thee from 
Evil, if not from a Father ? andas from this appellatis 
on of a Father we gather Confidence/in bis Love, ſo it 
the next qualification ordeſcription of this'Father, we 
gather Confidence in his Power, « de og? "# 
; Which art in Heaven, or Heayenly Father, Matth. 
6.' 26: To denote, 1, The eminence of his Glory and 
Power. The Heavens are the moſt eminent and Glo- 
. Tious Creatures that our Eyes behold, and ſpeak much 
bf the Glory and Majeſty of God, P/al. 19. 1. andin 
this adjunCt of Heavenly, we give him the ackriowledgr 
ment and attribution of the Greatneſs of his Power and 
Glory-Pſal. r.'5. For dur: God is inthe Heavens, and bt 
_ done whatſoever he pleaſeth; RATE ONT | 
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' 2. Heaven the Throne of: his Majeſty, PHIm' 11. 4 
Iſa. 66.1. Th: Heaven is my Throne, and th; Earth is 
my Foorſtool. Pſalm 68. 4. Extol 'him that redeth upon 
the Heavens. Dent 33. 26: who rideth upon rthd Heavens 
for thy help and in bis Excellency'\upon the Sky, 1 Kings 
8. 49. Heaven thy dwelling place, Which though it be 
the Seat of his Glory, yer itis not the Circumſcription 
of his Preſence. 1 Kings &.'27. The Heaven, and the 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain thee. Pſalm 113. 3.bis 

y 8s above the Heavens, Ia. 57..15. the bigh andlofty 
one that inhabiteth Eternity; an incomprehenſible infini- 
tade, Pſalm 139. 8. If aſcend into Heaven, "thou art 
there; and if I makg. my Bed'in' Hell, chou ast there, Iſa. 40. 
22. It is hethat. fitteth on the Circle of the Earth.\So that 
his Preſence is in all places; and though, in reſpect of 
his Creatures the greateſt: manifeſtation of his Pre- 
ſence is above the Heaven, yerchis Infinite and Eſſential 

Glory is equally in' all places. © 'Now from this: at- 
tribution we learn, PU LLL NT - 

I. Our Duty in. Prayer.” As a Chriſtian ſhould- al- 
ways have his Converſation in Heaven, from-whence 


he expecs his Saviour, 7hil.. 3. 20. ſo in a ſpecial 
in Tanner when he” comes: to 'God tin Prayer: Hence 
a Prayer is called a drawing near'ito God, Heb. 10. 22, 


Well lifting up the Heart unto God: Know therefore thou 
Bl doſt, or at leaſt, ſhauldeſt in Prayer bring” thy: , 
th, Heart up into: Heaven.: before the Throne of .the- Infi- 
nd he Majeſty; which imports-or inforceth theſe Co 
rs”; 00512 3447 

ch x aq Let thy Spirit be mingled with thy Prayers, for there 
iy is noother way todraw near to God, but by bringing 
5 FF thySpirit into his Preſence. He is a+ Spirit, and” wilt 
lf be worſhipped in-Spirit-; thy Body is here upon 'the 
be Earth, and thy words vaniſh before they are gone far 
from thee. Thau canſt not get before the Preſence" of 

| the Lord of Heaven bur with thy Spirit aad Soul; and 
gi N 4 unleſs 
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unleſs thy:Pfayer be thei drawing near of thy Spirit, 
to him, thy:Prayer is-2a Provocation, and nat a Service ; 
un profitable and uſeleſs. for thee, and unaccepted: and 
not. regarded by God it:dies”, and is rotten in the 
. Earth, and it cannot came-up to thy Father, which: is 


in Heaven, 5) >, | 
2. Let, thy Spirit be-.a;pure Spirit, and . thy: Prayers 

| be pure Prayers; for what hath any thing\that is im- 
pure to do with Heaven,a:place of Purity and Holineſs 
None, butthe pure in Sparit can ſee God, Matth. 5. 8, 
and none but pure hands are fic ro be lifted' up to him, 
r Tim. 2. 8..Pſal. 24: 4-aod. that thy Spirit may be 
pure, .and. fit- to.. come. Vp-into this: High and Holy: 
Place, and -- have Communion - with | the : Holy and 
Glorious God, get thy'Spirit, and Soul; i and Conſci- 
ence waſhed-by the Bloodrof: Chriſt, and - thy Prayers 
mingled with the Incegſe of Chriſt, Rev. 8..3. and la- 
bour to get an inherent Holinefs,a pure'and a ſanCtified 
Heart, and from that will thy Words, and\ thy Con- 
verlation;, and thy Services, ar:1 thy Sacrifices (all in 
which are:but the.Emanatians and Fruic of 'thy Heart) 
be holy, and bear ſome, though a weak Proportion to 
that: Place, and tÞ 'thar Perſon whither thou art rc 
ſending thy Prayers: ;And/more eſpecially'/-and parti- & ec! 
GcularlyJabour: to cleanfe:thy "Heart when' thou art  Z 
about 49. Pray ;z becauſe thy Prayers,are drawing near tl 
unts God, _P/al. 731 28.; The Prieſts under the Law, it 
when they were to come-near unto:God ,in- their Ad- F 
miniſtrations, were to be waſhed and clean from their E 
natural and external Impvrities ; anda Leaper was not 4 
ſuffered to-come into the Tabernacle; but whar is that 
26 thei Leproſie and Impuriry of thy:Spirit; that very: fl 
part of thee that'only.can.have an immediate acceſs to C 
- God-2,. and -what:; Communion can there: be between | 
an holy God and an-nnholy Soul ?- Pal. 66. 18. IF 1 JN. 2 
tegard Iniquity in.my Heart, God will nur htar me. ors T 
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_ place of hi Me eſty, and of bi rarer "+ 
inefſs becomes ſuch an Habitation, © Pſalm 93.5; 
But who-then is fit for fach Communion ?.Whar is Aan' 
that he ſhould be clean ? © and be which is born.of '@ 
Woman, "that he ſhould be righteous ? Behold he puttech 
no-truſt jn bis Saints, yea the Heavens tre* not clean" in 
his ſight, how much more abominable and filthy | is Many 
which drinkgth Iniquity like Water ? - Job tx, 14, 15,16, 


'But for this, thy Saviour hath given thee an Expedient 


he taketh away the iniquity of thy Holy things, 'and - 
mingles thy Sacrifices with his own incenſe, and covers 
thy impurities with his own Righteouſneſs, and if for 
allthis the ſenſe of thy ow1i vileneſs' cover thy Heart 
with ſhame, and the burthen of thy Sins -and Corrup- 


tions keeps thy Souls under, that it cannog with that 


clearneſs and confidence look up unto Heaven, but;with 
the Publican in the Goſpel, ſtand afar. off, and ſcarce 
canſt ask for any thing, but what the ſenſe of - Guilt 
inforceth , viz. Mercy to pardon thee;  yet' ſach' 35 


the: Goodneſs of God in Chrif,to thy low and humbled 


Soul, that though thou haſt ſcarce Confidence enough 
to draw nigh unto' God, yet -he hath Compaſſion 
enough to draw nigh unto thee, Pſalm 34. 18. The 
Lord ts nigh to them that are of a broken Heart. ' And 
though thy laden Soul'can ſcarce get vp into Heaven, 
into the preſence of thy Creator, yet he will bring down 
Heaven into thy 'Soul, Iſaiah '59. 15: Thus ſaith the 
High and lofty one that inhabiteth ' Eternity, whoſe 
Name is Holy, I dwell in the high- and: holy place, with 
*bim'alſo that is of. 4 contrite and humble Spirit, to revive 
the Spirit of the. humble, and to revive the Heart of ' the 
COntrite Ones. *© | | - 


3. Let thy Prayer be full of Reverence' with the mhole 


_ Man: for as thou comeſt to aFather and-inthat relation 


thou owelt him Reverence,ſo thou comeſt to a Heavenly 
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ſo thou comeſt to a 'Heavenly Father, the great 
and Judge.of all things, 1 Pet.” 1, 17. And if ye ca 
ho ps a vu, 4; f cine eth ac+ 
cording to every s works paſs the time of your ſojourn. 
Fog in fear. And as a Father, and ſuch 7 
for bus Pane pw Reverence, ſo eſpecially when thou 

that thou comeſt to” this great King in his 

Throne, i ng lace of his Majeſty and Glory. And 
1s added, to take up the 


outs _— of thy Thonghts,. with the high ap- 
pre 7 Thoag f pur 


ehenſions of the G Majeſty of the | 
e whom thou comeſt, and that thou mayeſt ok 
the Infinite diſtance that is' between thee and the Lord 


of Heaven; Iſaiah 55. 9. For as the iHeaven is bigher. 


than the Earth, ſo are my Thoughts. than your Thoughts, 
and my ways than your ways. And upon this confide- 
ration to admire and magnifie the Goodneſs and Mercy 


of this great King, that is pleaſed to admit poor ſinful 


Worms to come into his Preſence, and beg for our 
Lives,and for our Souls, with a Promiſe of Mercy and 
Acceptation. 

4+ Let thy Prayers be full of Intention : Thou doſt, or 
ſhouldeſt bring up thy Soul into Heaven, into the 
Preſence of the Great and Glorious God; and what 
ſhould thy wandring _— thy Earthly Buſineſs do 
there? leave them at the foot of the Hill, when thou 
afcendeſt into the Mount of God. Conſt der the Perſon, 
to whom thou comelſt, exaftly views and obſerves the 
Frame and Connexion, and-Workings, and Motions of 
thy Thoughts and Deſires, and whether they go along 
with thy Words, or with thy External Deportment > 
and if they do not, ſo much of thy Prayer is not only 
loſt, but a mockery and abuſe of -thy Maker. And 


as the Conſideration of the Perſon to whom thou makeſt 


thy. thy addreſs, ſo the place where thou comeſt doth fr 
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; Lord's Prager. © "ip 
F foit with thoſe impertinent and vain Diverſions. There- 
F fore when thou proyelt do it conſfiderately, adviſedly, 
and with the whole Intention of thy Soul. Eccleſ.y. 2: 
By not raſh with thy Month, and let not thy Heart utter 
anything \-9% Sat God, for God is in_ Heaven and 
2D As chis Expreſſion teacheth us our Duty towards 3 
his my Frner, ſo it teacheth us what to Expef# from B 


he © 1 Hence learn the All-ſceing Eye of God, that 'is 
p- acquainted with all thy wants, and with all thy Deſires. 
1-- & Jt was a miſtaken uſe that was made of. his being in 
er & Heaven, Job. 22. 14. Thick Clouds are a Covering to him 
rd yy he ſeeth not, and he walkgth in the Circuit of Heaven 
o, but Pſalm 23.. 13. The Lord looketh from Heaven, 
be beholdeth all the Sons of Men,Pſal. 11. 4. The diſtance 
e. MM. Of the Place is no diſadvantage to his Sight or Hearing. 
oy Again Though Heaven be the Seat of his Glory, yet 
nl & a} places are filled with his Preſence ; but eſpecially, py 
ar  ©£*- nigh to them that call upon bim, to all that call upon \F 
d BY bimin Truth, Pal. 145.18. 1s nigh to ſuch as be of a "2 
| broken Heart, Pſalm 34. 18. is round about his People, 
x & Pal. 125+ 2. is nigh unto them in all they call upon him 
© or Deut 4 7. will bow down bis Ear. to hear, Pſalm 
it BY 31: 2. will bom the Heavens and come down for their good, 
o BY £/4418. 9g; So thatthy Prayers have no great diſtance 
n to.go, forall places are Heaven where God is, and he 
, is in all places, eſpecially where two or .three are 'ga- 
e thered together in his Name to call uponhim. | 
f ' 2. Hence learn the Al- ſufficient and Almighty Power 
8 of God, Pſal. 115. 3. Our God is in Heaven, he bath 
= done whatſoever he pleaſed. As the Relation of a-Father 
y carrieth with it a fulneſs of love to be willing to grant 
1 thy largeſt requeſts, ſo the Conſideration that ' he is a 
t | Heavenly Father carrieth with it a fulneſs of Power to 
t grant them. Theſe Conſiderations of the _ and 
WA 7 "7 REP | ower -. 


”” Power of God bear-up the Heart in_Prayer, as one! 
, } Aron and Hy did Moſes's hands, Exod. I7. 2, A 14: 
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therefore 'they are borh placed in the Porch of: thigh 77 
Prayer, like the Pillars of Fachim and Boaz, Fouk 1 | 
mos Temple, 1 Kings 7. 21, To eſtabliſh and ſtrer vThe 
_ ca thy Heart in thy Prayer to God. 2.8, Il 
-"> 3; As the Conſideration of Heavenly, or which aft in 
(Heaven, carries thy Heart to confidence in his Power: 
and All-ſufficiency to grant thy Petitions, fo it im-F 
droves thy Faith in bs Infirite.Tenderneſs and Goodneſs, 
.When thou cotneſt to the Father of thy fleſh, thy; 
 Earthly Father,-thar relation imports and carries with 
it \much Love and Compaſſion, as hath been obſerved; 
but though he be thy Father, yet he is an Earthly 
Father; and as his Power-and Syfficiencies are' narrow. 
and weak, and not adequatetothe Extent of thy wants; 
and deſires, ſohis Aﬀections are limited, and mingled” 
with the Paſſions-and frowardneſs of his Te or 
Age. A Woman may forget the-Son of her 'Wonib, 
Iſaiah 49. 15. And the hands of the pitiful Woman may 
ſeeth her own Children, 'Zam. 4. 10. And Fathers are. 
apt. to provoke their own Children, Epheſ) 6. ' 4. But: 
were there not, mixtures of Diſtempers 1n the affections 
of Parents, yettheir AﬀeCtions are finite, and ſuch-is. 
our Condition, that in one day we + ſhould our-ſin . all 
that ſtock of Patience to bear, and. Mercy to - forgive 
that the moſt tender earthly Father-ever had or. could 
be: capable of, We :ſtand in need every day'of''the Þ - 
infinite Bowels of 'a Heavenly Father, to bear and q 
pardon, and receive us, as of - infinite Power to ſupply | 
and ſupport us, Ifaiah 55. 7. Ler the wicked for ſake his 
ways, and the unrighteous Man his thoughts, and ler him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy, | and ro our. 
Goa, for he. will abyndantly pardon:for' my thoughts ave ut 
your thoughts, vor' your ways ,my ways, ſaith the; Lord * 
for as the Heavens are higher than" the Earth, ſa are my. 
Vo ways 
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the Lord's Prayer. 
higher than your ways, and. my thoughts than your 


IN hs gbts, Hoſ. 13. 9. Ob iſrael, thow haſt deſtroyed. thy 


Ws but in me is thy help.” 1 will not return to deſtroy 


Ephraim , for / am God and not Man, Hoſea 11. 9g. 
As if he ſhould have ſaid , Were, all the. Compaſli- 
- Ofis, and Bowels, and Patience and Tenderneſs in the 
World combined in one Man, yet thy fins are grown 
to that height, and thy Provacation to that PerfeCtion, 
" that all that Patience were too weak to bear,and all that 
Compaſſion too ſmall to pardon thee ; thou haſt out- 
finned all the Compaſs and Extent of a created Patience; - 
but I am God, and not Man, I have Patience enough 
xr all this to bear with thee ; and Mercy enou 
abundantly to pardon thee. Jer. 3. 12. Return thou back- 
ſbding 1ſrael, faith the Lord, and I will not cauſe mine 
anger to fall upon you 7, for I am Merciful ſaith the Lord, 
and I will not keep Anger for Ever , Only ackpowledge 
thige iniquity that thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the 
Lord thy God, The Omnipotence of God runneth 
through all his Attributes, and is no leſs ſeen in his 


"Mercy to pardon, than in his Power to Create. Numb. 


14. 17, 18. And now I beſeech thee, let the Power of my 
Lordbegreat, according as thou haſt ſpoken , ſaying the 
Lord is long ſuffering and of great- Mercy. 


Now I come to the Requeſts themſelves. | 
1. Halowed be thy Name. Wherein ſhall be conſi- 
dered, - | | 


& "What we are to underſtand by. the Name of 
% What we are to underſtand by Hallowing or San-. 
Qifying his Name. 
* Asto the firſt. The Ways of God and his Judg- 
ments are unſearchable.,and paſt finding our, Roz.11.33. 
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his Eſſence and Nature? the Angels that-are by God”; 
 endued with an Underſtanding more receptive- of thy” © 
bs > light than ours is,do behold his Face, Mar. "wa 
_— «U6:6.2" 1$. to, But yet that light is too bright : 
J for their pure Eyes,and too wide for thoſe perfett intel: 7 
ligences to comprehend : but Mortal Man cannot be 
hold his Face,Exod.33. 20. Thon canſt not ſee my Face; 
for no Mari can ſee me, and live. But yet ſuch. is big 
Mercy and Condeſcention to his Creature, - that he 
communicates ſo much of the Knowledge of himſelf 
unto us, as is convenient for us, and ſufficient to bring 
us to a more perfect Viſion of him when our Soulf' 
ſhall be endued with an Angelical Capacity to ſee himj 
Matth. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in Heart : for they ſhall 
ſee God. And the means whereby we know him, is the: 
 Manifeſtation of his Name unto us. Joh. 17. 6. I have 
manifeſted thy Name unto the Men which thou gaveſ 
21e. The Name of the Lord therefore imports theſe wo 
thin $. ; { 
- That which.he hath been pleaſed to manifeſt unto. 
us in his Word concerning himſelf, his Eſſence and 
Attributes. - | 
2. That Glory and Honour, which as a Beam from 
the Sun, doth ariſe from that manifeſtation. þ. . | 
1. Touching the Firſt, God, hath been pleaſed to 
reveal himſelf unto us by Names or Expreſſions, wheres 
by we may have ſome Conceptions concerning him;and 
though every Attribute given to .God in the Scripture, 
is a part of his Name ; - yet he hath choſen ſomeex i 
preſlions which he hath in a ſpecial manner called hig 
Name, as beivg of a more ſpecial uſe to us, and there- 
fore are to have a greater impreſſion upon us ; ſome- 
time to ſignifie his abſolute and independent being. 
Exod. 3.13. And Moles ſaid unto God, when I come t0 
the Children of Wrael, and ſhall ſay unto them, The God of | 
your Father hath ſent ane unto you,and they ſhall ſay - _ 
| . at 
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as; 42. 8. 1 am the Lord, that is my Name, 


- Name, Iiaiah-: 48. 9. 11. For my Names fake 1 will 
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and my Glor 
1 not give no another. Sometimes to' ſignifie hi 
er, 


Sometimes to lignifie the Immenſity of his Majeſty, 
Exod.6. 3. I appeared unto Abraham, Iſaac, «nd Jac 


was 1 not. known unto them, Plal. 83. 18. ' Thou whoſe 


p Name is Jehovah, Deut. 28. 58. That. thou 


fear this Glorious and fearful Name, the Lord thy God 
Sometimes to ſignifie his- Purity, Exod. 34. 14. whoſe 
nanie 5s Jealous, Pſal. 93.-3. whoſe Name is Holy. But 
above all, when God himſelf was pleaſed, at the 're- 

eſts of his Creature, 'to make his Goodneſs to paſs 
Gihove him, and to proclaim his Name, conſiſting of 


all the ingredients neceſſary for our Knowledge and uſe. 


Exod. 34+ 5,7. The Lord, the Lord God, Merciful and 


Graciow Long-ſuffering and Abundant in Goodneſs and 


ruth, Keeping mercy for Thouſands, Forgiving iniquity, 


Tranſgreſſion and ſin, and that will by no means” clear the 


gailty, &c. And this was the Name that our Saviour 
came to comment upon, ſhewing his Mercy in pardon- 
ing us,and his Juſtice in puniſhing our Sins, in his Son ; 
his Truth in fulfilling the firſt Goſpel Preached in 
Paradiſe, The Seed of the Woman ſhall break_the Serpents 
Head, And this Name of God he manifeſted to 


| his Diſciples and to us. 


2. The Name of the Lord is taken for that Glory 
and Honoxr that is due unto his Eſſence, Attributes 
and Works, the refle&tion of his own Perfeftion. He 
hath proclaimed himſelf Merciful and Gracious, and 
his works of Mercy tefle&t Glory upon this part of his 


er. 10.16,” The Lord of Hhſts is his Name. © 
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; ſhall 1 ſay nmo them? And Gid 7 
aid wo Moſes, 1 AM THAT 1 AM, Thus ſhalt "4 
ul 74. Ab. Fern "them,' I AM hath ſent me. Some- - 
ximes to ſignifie the greatneſs of his Authority, Iſa. 
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2ive iy Glory to another : He proclaimer) 
and Power ; and the Works of his Powe! 
X; Glorybpon'that part of /his Name : Fer; 10. 6 
His Namtis great in Power. Jer. 32: 20. Which haj 
ſet ſigns in Egypt, &c. And haſt made thee a Nie as at 
this day. He hath imed thathe is long-Suffering | 
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' and the works of his Patience towards our back-ſlidingg YA 


and Rebellions'refleCt glory upon that part of his names 


 Pfal. 106:8.” Nevertheleſs be ſaved them for bis Names 
ſake, that be avight make bis mighty Power known : the 
Power of his Patience to forbear them, as well as of 


his-ſtrength-to deliver them. And thus, Pſal..48. 10H U 
According to thy Name, fo is thy Praiſe in all the Earth ({Y'® 
that is, all the Works of God, and his diſpenſations {# 
carry an impreſſion of ghe Glory and Truth .of ſomef'© 
Attribute of his Name, Pſalm ' 134. 2. will praiſe 
thy Name for thy loving Kindneſs and thy Truth, for thou 


<5 


haſt magnified thy Word above all thy Name : that -is 


thy Word hath proclaimed thy :Name to be Merciful, , 


Bountiful; &c. All the courſe of thy Governmeng 
inthe World doth jaſtifie the trath of that word of 


thine, and doth- arteſt ir, every part of it bringing {Ml 


back to ſome Attribute of that Name of thine, Glory; 
and a juſt ſuffrage unto the truth of thy Word: :' 1 


Hallowed, or Sanftified, be thy Name. 
"This Imports theſe things. | 


* 
Y 


I. That all the Works of God, and the Attions. and ; | 


Occurrences of the World; may bear upon themy F* 
and in them, an Impreſſion of the Glory 'of God ” 


of his Power, Majeſty, Wiſdom; - Goodneſs, Juſtices 
That they may have upon them that Beauty, Comelineſs 


and Uſe, rn orginal id pa opn chow 
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| prot by Sin kired the Creature; ” 


ings my in. the h ee 


tive perfeCtion ; _ that all the occurrences 


rl "7 -and all the ations of Men and Angels, 


m the moſt eminent inſcriptionof ' his 
Gm be neſs, 2 direfted 


ID yer ie uſt b be one 
bins may, in the higheſt mea- 
Honour, and hear the Inſcription of 
A roo r from 

4 Cots Reaſonable Cres? 

Cding Pony, wo Gives 
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'- may ee ON in s 
hs Wi done You 
be made evident, ant ered, 
 nplertantins of Men * on nas; 
7. may diſcern it, atid be continegt For it, 
. that the Lo Haphek RAO Þ £ 
e bay ke expraets, 
' © declare the ftp i 
domgs, Pſalm. hk 
| bt 6.x God tht Tudg ep the Foh g; 
as his works wire Th they may be 
as. contain an vÞj 
: God in then! ſo that the ſame miay be'{e 
| by thoſe parts of his Creation, Mea 
havea capacity to recelye it ; and fl or. that" 
oBjetie Glory of, 698.1 is put ing Si "216 
ey. of Fer Teceptivity is plac Tera, | 
os t they py obſerve ing theGlof 
| Neo his Wiſdom, Gone nd Truth, and all  orher his 
es in 
ind in as mack. 4s he; Hark" tg nil bis "Wins 
ave all his Name, Pſabn. 138, 2; * ath | - 
vinced the truth of his et: and © ey chereof I 
& courſe of his. Providence. and that ' 8 
Angel may. ang: "he 
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I j; Ir the Lands, Prove... I. 4a 
1 nd Wiſdom, and Goodneſs; and Juſtice, agd 
' God; thar reflets from his Wards, that theſe ©; 


\. Shem loſt unto him. . 2;i3 
14. That the jr +0 LARA. Jiſcovery. of che. T 
j$ 2nd Goodneſs, &c. of God; may; not only work a = 
F :wiction thereof in our -Underſtandings and Jydgm 
F (for thus-it doth even to the Devils, rhe! 1h ) but 
that conviction. may raiſe up-i#. -þt.Þvizds and. Gy 5 
thoſe ſuitable conſequences, . that ſhould ariſe from, fi 
| Aconyiction, . ſuch as are'theſe :.. tc A ſubſcription amd 
ferting to oier ſeal, That God is. True, and.Juſt,. and 
Merciful. '/ In the Work of 'ConviQtion we are :in-4 
: manner paſſive,; but herein we ate ative, when in our 


teſt to all that Goodneſs and Truth,.. whereof we-are 
I | thus convinced. 2. An Inward eAdmir ation: of, the 
$ Power, Truth-and Glory of God,that'is thus diſcovgred 
| unto us, The natural effe&t of great diſcoveries in 
{I -Admiration;' /.2:Thefl. 1. 10. To be admired in a _ 
"that believe, - 3. Bleſſing of that Goodneſs of. his; 
' bz that is difcoreced anito us, but that-ſo far: + Ine 
nds; to his. Creature, as to ſhew us ſo; much. of his 
oY. Es and nar} Poe 4; An tribution 'd 
Wes more (* 0 , . Goodheſs, 
fetion mnto him, than oſfhl?” 1 can difcover: ty 
wo theſe Manifeſtations; confidering. that-abt tits 
orks put; [together cannot. ſpeak .his Falnefs.:...If'T 
Bd for all the Glory of Godz that all the: Works 
'Gat in the: whote World do bear.upon them! , ya 
it.needs conchade in- reaſon 3 \that they are-infs- 
itely, ſhort of: that; Perfe&ftion; which he bach in-him z 
| he. myſt, necds; have a r of Power ahd 'Wik- 
. infinitely more than: commenſurate to all. his 
al "SD; 
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-ons of: his may not be loſb uns us;.- nog-the. Gly 


hearts we do chearfully and willingly ſubſcribe and at- 


Pat-together!:; | but alefs.! I ſce buy a-part.6f 
Works » and 10 narrow 0 my capacity , "the f 
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FE. gs Meditations un © P 
"0 Sd ainly I cannot reach'to the bottom of any Work, | 
n ing Hich it ot, not hisPower; Wiſdont and Glory 
Thatlies in'aFly-or Worm; tothe mtermoſt ; and yet! F 
- - KRefo much dothaſtoniſh me, and confound me,even | 
 - ; "inthe leaſt of all his Workings ;-'what 'meaſure the 
”, * mvlthivownFolneſvamonuntunto ?- and this made :Da- 
via, and the other Szints of 'God,whoſe Eyes he had o- 
pened;' eyen to loſe-themſelves in the Contemplations 
and Expreſſions 'of ' the Goodneſs and 'Greatnefs of God, 
S. 4 return of infinite Fear and Reverence; Love, Depend- 

' \nnce;Sibmiffion, and Obedience, and of alt the choiceft and 

Fiveeceſt. Morions of our Souls to him, as the juſt de. 
EE - Fert of /his Goodnefs' and Fruth, and the juſt Tribute 
E- due'to his Majeſty and Glory. : And this is the Sanify- 
bh. > Ing of 'the' Lord: of © Hofts, Z/@#ab 8:17. And thus he 
E. * Twill be ſanQified by all them that 'draw near unto hin, 
:- Dev;'1054.' The Sandtifying of the Lord in the Heart, 

T:Pel ily. = AY * : #93 n 

5 4-And -- _ ponent — made m 

e heart, ſoby-all External Expreſſions of the tongue, 

' Eoevidence that inward Conv iornd Aﬀection of the 

Soul z-and, as-much- as in vs lies, to propagate and | 

ptoclaim to all the-World the Glory due to God, by I 

SONe0ENG openly his Troth, 2 - Xings-18.' 39, 

"When:the People faw the Miracle of the Fire devour-. 


F 
. -w 


Bj » \ 
; "Ga VT OT IR. EO Fr OC 


L 


bn bag 


S523 Spapwoo -» a 


£0 praiſe his Name, Pfalm 148. "OW . ow cha 
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* Perfettion of God, che Mouth yill ſpeak..." 
|: 1.F» That from the, fame Principle in the. 4; the 
Tonour 


* ves of Men and Angels may bring, Glory. and. ] y i 
jo God; that, is, by Conformity of their Natures. and. _ 
* Lives to the Will of God:,concerning them. 'Other . - ' ©. 
Creatures, by.a paſſive Conformity unto. the Wil! of - 
'Gad, bring Glory unto him, viz. by moving as they 
are moved by. thoſe Natural] .Ioſtinfts'that are put in 
them ; but to Men and Angels God, hath given that. 
© Honour to have in them an ACtiye Principle, not only 
| to be conformed, but to coaform to the Will of God, 
and to bring Glory to his Name.: and when. by our -fin 
and contracted Corruption , Mankind: hath” difabled 
himſelf to exerciſe that Power, . which God once gave 
him to glorifie his Creator, Chriſt came to reſtore. him 
aguin to ſuch a Condition, that he might aftively bring 
lory to God by an attive Conformity to the Mit 
and Will of God, 2' Cor. 5. 15, For this Cauſe he 
.« died, that they which live ſhould nat live ro themſelves, 
but unto bim that died for them, Tit. 2. 14. ad dem. 
«And this was a principal part of that Reconciliation thar 
'* be wrought, viz. as for the things that were. paſt, 
- reconciling God to Man by Forgiveneſs and Pardon, 
© Jo for. the time to come. reconciliag' Man to God , by 
Conformity to him and his Will. Sin.made an unlike- 
© neſsof Man to God, and thereby deſtrozed the Tmage 
.,of God in. Man; for an lmage conſiſts in the likeneſs 
-of another thing. Chriſt came to reſtore that Image 
., again, Coloſ. 3. 10. And that not to reſt mecrly in 
| the Internal Diſpoſitions of the Soal, bur that, as he 
* that hath called us is holy, we ſhould be holy in all 
manner of Converſation, 1 Per, 1. 13. Whith is 
Ampoſlible to. be ſevered, fo that. the former ſhou'd be 
-wichout.the latter; for, as ont of the abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth ſpeaks, ſq out of the ſame abundance 
the hang&worketh ; and the fanCtificationof the Mind 2 
__ 3 cal ” 
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munion, that Adoſes had with God. in the 
Monger, imprinted: a Glory on his Face ; and that Ima 
-of God, 'the conformity of the Heart nnto him, wil 


ſhine through into the Life; and that out of a double | 


inciple. 1, As 3 connatural Conſequence of the in- 
ward iſpobrio n; _ 2. Out of the Loye and Obedience 
Matth. 5. 16. That men 'may ſee your "good 


br, tr Cloris your Father which is im Heaven, So |- 


that when 1 pray that the Name of God'rfiay be San- 

@ified, I do defire that God would in Chriſt reimprint 
gy Image upon Man, that he would renew him in the 
Spirit of his Mind, and reſtore him to a Conformity 
to his Divine Will , which is our SanCtification ; 

r Theſſ. 4. 3. And that the outward Converſation of 
Men way be ſuitable to this inward Conformity, in 


-all Obedience to the good pleaſure of God ; that as . 


they profeſs his Name, ſo they may appear to be his 
Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
Ephel. 2. 10. eAnd walk worthy of God, Theſl. 2, 


12. Taat others beholding their good works may glorifit | 


God, 1 Pet. 2. 12, 
| Now the Oppoſee to this  Perition, is, Blaſ) hemy, 
Curfing the Name of God {for to that herght of Villa- 
ny the corruption of Nature hath rifen) that that fear- 
ful ang terrible Name, P/abm. 99, 3. 


ing his Majeſty, Job 21. 15. What is the Almi ighry 
that me ſhould ferve him ?* Exod. } 2. Who is the Lo 4] 
thar. 7 ſhould obey bis voice ? Tak ng is Name 'in is n, 
1s a terrible Name 


pf ws of it yenty or irreverently. 
and nor to be_ufed without fammoning dp of all the 
4 '<lther in 


awe and reverence of our hearts, * 


falemn oaths rearing Oy by! his 3 Nan; or ct 
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Det, 28. 53. hath” 
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'"weſlages-from. hinzabat he gever ſent, Jer. +14. 5h. I 
; bropt OG. Lies in bs Name, where + toon 
' is; brought. upog. his: Teurh>- Pride, Arroganey"-an 
- $lE-admirmion;. theſe intercepe! the Glory fe. unto 
- Gods. and ufurp. that. which js 0aly.due unto. him; and 
"Malt dear una him, [aiah 48, 43.124 Clory willinar / 
$544; 10: anatbets; Therefore God.\:dath 'in- a+ſpecial 
| manner hace, ; Prov.i:6. 17.:'Prov. 9.13. and refilt it, 
and them, Fom..g::6. When! Herod intercepted the 
_ Glory of the People; :and entertained it, 'and gave' not , 
| God the: Glory the -Angel..of-the 'Lord ſmore ' him, 
 HAﬀs 124: 23 Andwhen i the great King was puffed up 
with the greatnefs of his. Glory'and Power, then the 
Meſlage comes tha the Kingdam is departed from-him, 
- Dax. 4: 13. And commonly Gad-takes that feaſbn- to 
Paniſh.the whole Rock of Sins; 'thata Man hath ' com- 
_ Witted; when: bis::Heart .is moſt lifted up : Prov.' 16. 
A$- Fries goerh befars Deftruthion.. Again, Preſumptuous wy 
- Sins, theſe bid defianceto. the Name of God,” to "his 
/Troth, his; Juſtice, his Power, his Preſence, Dear. 
(494-20. The Jealoufie of God will ſmoke againſt ſuch 
4Man- . Scandalons; Sins in thoſe that bear. or profefs 
the Name-of God, 2 Sam. 12. 14. by this, occaſion 
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,' {|} axgiven-to::the Engmies of God to blaſpheme.” Inad- 
? | arrtence and:want of Conſideration of the Works of 
- | God ;, Bicarft they regard net the works of the Lord, mor 
. | ihe operations of: bis Hands : therefore be deſtroy them 
h 2073 any | oy them, 
2 | 124, not build them wp, Palm 28. 5. therefore dofh 2 
C3 moe many of 'his Works of Providence, that Men = 5 
} | ſhould wiſgly..confider of: his doings, and declare his kt 
; mark," Pſalm 64. 9. This Inadvertence partly diſa 

a .Pointetht G of :his End, and robbeth him of his Gl. 

« | 15 Mifapplication, of Events either to falſe Canſes, 
# 


Adols; Fare; Fortune, or only ro Second Cates, with 
:Qut-the diie' atet bution. of 'afl- to the' moſt Wiſe and _.«* 

| -Yomerful Counſel of the Mighty Liird, Dent. 8. 17, i8. ; 
- | O 4 And 
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"ed abow in thy Hears arab, wi r of 
a7 band bak 7 b ; - but. thou oats wh. 
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rk gg nin So: for 
iftory, 1/a. 10 [yr847 | "4 
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| others, this obſervation'is to be-uſed, | ſo princi pally F 


in the Occurrences and Providences concerning thy 

| to labour to know that all things that befall thee, come 

from the moſt Wiſe and Juſt Hand of God; 'in all thy 

'Bleſſings'acknowledge his Mercy, and/labour to find 

'bimin them; in all thy AMictions acknowledge-his 

Juſtice and his Wiſdom ; Labour to- find out the Cauſe, | 

and give him the Glory. | 
Now concerning the Order of "this Pidieiawy it fell 

Not in the firſt place by Chance 3 but he' that was 'the 

+" 50g of the Father, placed it there upon molt juſt 

Reaſons 


"_ for ; pre ſt » chief End of-God' in 
ings, and that whic incipally intended, 
wo He made all things For his/Glory,' -* The 
Vide IG. 43 43- firſt and higheſt Duty of Man is to'Lpre 
; + .3'* ., © God, and Love to:God will carry the 
. Heart to deſire that firſt, which God firſt-wills ; in-ſ 
- much as if the Glory of God muſt be loſt, - or the Soul } 
- that-loves him, the perfetion of Love will chooſe the 
preſervatjon af” his Slory, rather than of-it ſelf, it bs 
. Were poſlible, Y3de Exod. 32. 33. Rom.ig. 3 \ ' 

.;- 2, It is the Juſteſt, and only Tribate that all Cres- 
. tpxes.can return to God: for their Being-and Bleſſing, 

- Such is his infinite Selt-ſufficiency,; that it is 

| be can receiveany good from them, that receive: their 
; Being from: him, Job 35-7. Jf cho bt: rigbeeous _ 
; gf tin? Þ Ms 7 ONEDEY 
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I. The Glory of. God is that which: is: rſt to: be } 
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' 5g. And every Creatur: whic 
_ "tbe Earth, þ in the Sea, heard I, ſaying, _Fleſing, 
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Pſalm 116. 12. refer Punlegich of, 7 Fr 


: bis benefits co-me; I will take the cup of Salvation, and 
- iCal, wpor the Name of the Lord. .Revel. 4. 11. Thos | 
5 wr jos wy. O Lord, | toreceive Glory, "and Honowr,' bir. 

; 4 | 


thou haſt created dll things, and for thy 
are, and ns detet? And AG to Aug 


i _ Duty, which the Creatures owe to God for their be- 
ing, ſowe find them, according to their ſeveral capa- 


-cities and conditions, bringi ng 1 in their. ns Ho 
is in Heaven «a 


}Honoxr, - Glory, and Power be uno bim that ſutath 
-0n the Throne, and unto the Lamb for Ever and 


*S, It is the beſt preparation for the Heart that a 
| heth to Godin Prayer to be firſt taken up with 
brave the ordinary Ations of our Nature -t ' Glory 


2 of God ſhould affeft our heart, and be the End, at 


which we ſhould aim , t Cor. 19. 3t. Whether ye 
+Eat or Drink., or whatſoever ye do,” do all to the Glory. of 
God: And if "the Sonof in this Pattern of Prayer 

ins his Petitions with the ſanCtifying of bis Name, 


in 1s certainly moſt neceſſary that the heart''of 'him 
© »thar ſets upon this Duty, be raken up with the conſt- 


*deration of the Honour and Majeſty 'of him,” who will 
be fandtified by all that draw oear unto him ; and 
*arry that End through all our Prayers; leſt while F: 
© xepeat the words of this Petition, we take:the Name 
of God in vain, ſeemingly praying for the Glorifying 
of that Name, which we at the fame time diſhonour ; 
«either for want of --a dne confidefation of his ] 
I pa his _ the Rule: . 
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Kind: In what thou arkef agreeable to'thar End, let' ite 


' likewiſe for that "End. Ak not thy daily Bread” for 


thy Luſts; 'but that thou'mayeſt Glorifie him by it; and 
for it. As not Pardon'for thy Sin barely for thy Etife 


from Puniſhment,” much leſs to make room - for new 


Offences, but thatthereby his Mercy and Truth inay 
be-magnified, and his Creature reſtored ' to a condigion 
actively to ſerve him, and glorifie him, The end is 
firſt in intention, and is that which draws out all the 

AQions, and orders'and directs them to'that End; ard 
every Action taſtes and reliſheth of- thar End : Since 
therefore-the SanCtifying 'of the Name of God is, or 
ſhould be thy chief end, and therefore is firſt in thy 


. Requeſts, Let all thy Requeſts and Prayers be primari- 


ly and chiefly direCted'to this, that is or ſhould be, thy 
chiefeſt End. - © ' | * ON 

3. As the Glory of God ſhould be the chief of thy 
defires, ſo conſequently muſt it be the Meaſure of 
them. That which is the chiefeſt End muſt controul 


- and over-rule all other ſubordinate Ends, if they come 
in nos with it, For as it is of greateſt value, ſo 
© is 0 | 

askeſt, 'let it be ſtill with ſubordination to the Glory 
of God; and be rather contented to be diſappointed 


greateſt force. Whatſoever therefore thou 


in thy other inferiour Ends, than ' that this ſhould/in 


{ the leaſt degree be diſappointed : Only know, and 


reſt aſſured of this truth, that ſuch is the great Good- 


' neſs and Wiſdom of God, that he hath placed all 


thoſe Requeſts, which are of. abſolute neceſſity, t 
be'gfanted thee, in ſuch an order, and Path, that the 
grantingof them always conſiſts with his'Gloxry , and 


"whilſt thou ſeekeſt them, thou canſt not niifs of glori- 
 Fying him ; and therefore thou mayeſt' be ſure the 
| Making of his Glory the meaſure of 'thy Requeſt, ſhall 


ever gdifsppoint thee in them : ſuch as are the pari 
BL &. TE Ros Bu FER? ' ing 
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"Y not be ſuicable to that End, mich Jeſs contrary ti 
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Meditations npon 
overcome with Spiritual-Evils : But.thy other requeſts, 
For temporal Benefits or Deliverances, or the faces 
.Jar Circumſtances of thoſe other, as the maniteſ{tation 


.or allyrance of Pardon, the degrees of Spiritual Bleſ- 


fangs, ,or the:ſeaſons of granting them, theſe . may not 
alyays lye ia the Road-way of _ his Glory. Be content 
in theſe to wait upon him, and let, them ſtill be asked 
with ſubordination to this great End ; but be allured 
that b o___ his Glory as thy chief End, and 
ſubjecting the fulfilling of thy Requeſt to the Glory of 
God, thoy fhalt be no loſer in [the end. Never any 
Man was a loſer, nor ever. ſhall be, that principally 
intends the. Glory of God, thongh to the diſappoint- 
ment of his own particular Ends. Thon haſt done thy 
duty in n—_ and in asking with this reſtriftion,. if 
it tend moſt for the Glory of- God.. And thou haſt done 
thy, Duty in being contented, and rejoycing that. thy 
very requeſt . is diſappointed, if God receive Glory 
thereby.: for thou haſt that which thou didſt in the 
firſt placedeſire ; 'and had thy particular Requeſt been 
granted, and'the Glory of thy Maker ſuffered therg- 
by, thou hadſt been diſappointed in the firſt and great 
Petition, ' Saniified be thy Name ; which thou haſt 
carried along with thee as the qualification of. all the 


reſt of thy'Requeſts, and as that which thou haſt as it 


were prayed over again in every other Petition thou 
Haſt made. Aſſure thy £elf, if thou canſt take delight 
in the Glory of God, though to thy own. particular 
damage, God will more abundantly recompence | thy 
ſeeking of +his Glory, than that very. Petition which 


thy fins, the deliveriog. thee: feoin being -Enally: | 


p = I eh 
yp. aA + - .40 or OR) , LLE IIINTY = Re FIT'Y J 


| Js denied could havedone, if granted. Thou ſervelt | - 


a Bountiful Maſter, that will ſurely recompence thy 
Loye of his Glory aboye thy own particular advantage. 
\Aad thou ſerveſt a Wiſe Maſter, that will recompengy 
. -Shpe in ſuch akind, or at ſuch a ſeaſon, as ſhall be 

x | 8 more 


" 
(.  Y-42 ] = , 
"RE - Ea % "TI. Os OR. 5 
' . "2 by. ITS 3 . ASCE PRs als 


Y the Tords: Price - © | 
'& more ſuitable, and more comfortable, than -if 


thou 
ſts, F hadſt been thy own carver. And this thou ſhalt _ 
cu" F and ſenſibly find, that which thou didſt in the 


on = ask, is granted i in kind, viz. the Honour. of 
leſ- ; "and that which thon didſt a$k for thy ſelf, 
noe (ohh deniedin kind, isthe more granted in value, 
enc Thy own particular Benefit. Our Saviour prayed mn { 
cd F that bitter Cup of Death might paſs from him,yet with 
red | Gbmifſion to the Wilt and Glory of God, | Flths 
nd } :26. 39. yet his Sout muſt be'made an offerin ing fo 
'of 3 and it was ſo. The Gloty and the 'Tru 
ny | Tequired it: yet he was heard in that be Preto Ht 
ly f 75. 9. he ſuffers him to dye, but raifeth him from d 
nt” '} and he ſaw of the'travail of 'his Soul, and was. farisfied 
hy | 16. 53. 1r. Thou prayeft for deliverance FN 
Mo afflition, from'a' Diſeaſe, from Poverty, for knowled 
ne 5 or Aﬀurance in facha Degree. It may beit will*r 
hy beſo much for the'Glory of God to gratit 'it, or to 
ry it yet, as for the preſent to deny it. Firſt, there- 
the pray, Thy Nate be hallowed, ind! "though 'T'4mm 
en | for the preſent denied; it is'enough'; undan 
IF" | anſwered, if God be glorified, Foth T be denied 
eat | - Thou ſhalt find that-none'that wait upon him ſhall be 
alt | (aſhamed ; if he gratit thee not Deliverance,he will giv 
the theeſafficient Grace; if he deny oy rey, he\ 
If } give thee Patience; if he deny A ogg 
oy re thee ' Contetitedneſs : If be detiy that” mea- 
of Grace, he -will-grant- thee Fidtifiry: id he.de 
"2X } thee that degree of Aﬀfurance,he will give thee Dep 
hy | Grate thine thoggh thou walk in dar neſs, for A white, 
ch and haſt no phe, yer thou ſhalt troft' in rhe Name of 
eſt } "the Lord, and ſtay upon thy God, Tf. 50: 10; ſuctt 
bY | the. Goodneſs of God. 1 that white we ſ:ek his Glory * 
Be | - the firſt place, and other things with ſubordinatibn'to 
* it, our other requeſt ſhall be granted either in kind, 6r 
compenſation. 
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UE POE ANNE Thy Kingdom Come. 


” The King dom 2 God hath ſeveral. atceptations * oi) 
iyerla Kingdom. | The Kingdom of bis 
: rent MW h_extendeth -to-all the Attions and, | 
| Events of alt his Creatures, even; tothe 
Marth. 16, 39 lingo 2.Sparrow. Pſal. 103.19, T be 
Lake 32.6: b prepared. his Throne in Heaven ; 
his King dom ruleth over ;all. Pſalm. 66.7. 
"Horaleth by his Power: _ ever his Eyes behold che Nations, 
© And this he doth b .by planting original in bis Creatures 
be, wo ſeveral La ws.0r Rules,. . by which they move ; 
= a derivation of. a continual Influence whereby they 
ſup | and preſerved in their ſeveral Motions, 
Operat! tions, and Beings, which jf he ſhould withdraw 
but one Moment, all things wonld.xeturn,unto their 
Nothing 3 bur correcting and over-ruling of all things, 
metimes contrary to their Nature, to ſhew hisFree- 
do ie | Joys nty z. butalways by.the-mingliog and 
interwe: ef the _ Aftions and, Motions - of one 
Lig bY loca 0 fer o_ 
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Coul LR all things in the 
, pet Y us up: Bara. caſual and ings in th 
are Tea! i Ends, and by Means, which they themſelves 
Jitheri ec nor. intend. But the ſame is moſt admirably 
vinced and Diſcovered in the Sacred Hiſtory.z where- 
in we tee how ws determinate and politive Counſels 
are 
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[22 wi infallibly % ah: yet moft" ſtrargely brought 
about, "through divers varieties of Attions and Events 
ſeemingly moſt caſual, © ſomeritnes expreſly contrary, 
bur always beſides the' Minds, Intentions, or 
./ Þ of the loſfruments and Means , as is evident among 
bis Mane { eſpecially in theſe, viz. that Counſel 
; », Gen. "15." 13, and the ſtrange conjeCtures 
he t-W+re uſed to effett it, that hapned fromthe diflike 
| be t. grew between Yoſepb and his Brethren, tilt the 
” 5 ve & of Facob iato 2, and the Prophecy of Ger. 
7- Þ 15. 16. "And the' ftrange varieties that were uſed to 
hs fulfil it, from the” time that the Egyprian King grew 
as of them, till their coming itito Canaan ; That 
(XY | 4p 'be admired 'Counſel and Promiſe of God of 
ey fndin Chriſt, "and his ſuffering for riod, firft 
abifefted in Pa Paradice; Ger. 3. 15. EO the feveral 
Ww7: Stine Predictions of itn and co him, and 
| grins wonderful' Comexion of __ of Events, 
BS, rt df them ſeriningly. inconſide all 'of ehons 
Ffeemingly caſual,through the whole ſeries of 4000 years 
nd | CY os ulfilingof'it, even'from theſin of Alas 
ne | gill the death of Chit 'and' the' Revelition ' of thar 
Metcy, for the fake of which the World'vas* created. 
us | To ape -may be added the Counſels atid Prophiekky 
Femp RejeCtion of the Jews, the Deoptions of the 
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ple, the Converſion of the Gen 


to certain ſetting whereof, it. is cles, 
ed Þ that 'all the ConjunEures of Natural,” "Yo rage 
all I Eaſuat Apents and Eveiits, were moſt infalhibl 

he F certainly 'managed by the moſt powerful hand © ” God. 
06 And'rhis Kingdom Is not that which is principally itt- 
he tended” i in this Petirion'; for th bath een, 


and is / come, Even fince to Creation ;© only i 
þ > our deſire,” that the true and wiſe know "4 
ervation of this Kingdom may enter into the hea! 
of all jwen, that thereby we may admireand Gs 
an 


vents, & 7 7 « ” En TES $.n thi "4, 
Z Ra, oa rovidence... . 

- A n and, Angels, Which ich thongh they, were,un 
" general Kingdom of his Providence in the con 
= above a 241 yet they ate under _a more eff 
= Ringlom than oh other I Ki theſe he h; ath Nt 
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pela Kev and diſobedience of this Law. 3. 1h, Pro» 
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ME As rogeng th the Law given. to Men: In the firſt 
Capation of | Y, be fig oy Say mom! ith Les will } 
ure y 10MmeE/4PECcL an | þ 

£7 ban, win that Law unto him which ſhoul Crt *£ 
'of Righceouſneſs to him. and all his att ms $ le 
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(1. thus giyen.to Noab;the Law given tothe Jews, 
e' I wa: ohaIns propepnranon NOTED to _— 
by tradition and : -Sometimes by enlightning 
and exciting men of Eminence, as divers of the Hea- 
then Lawgivers, who were eminent in their Generati- 
ou: - but moſt ordinatily and yas fending dawn 
mM Conſciences ' of Men ſome diſcoyeries of. his 
Will, and lnclinations to acknowledge them,and to 0- 
+bey them, Rom: 2. 15. A Law written in their- Hearts; 
'their Conſciences alſo bearing witneſs. So thar., there 
*can- ſcarcely be found any Time or -Perſon wherein 
J God's Providence did not by ſome of theſe ways convey, 
at leaſt ſome Directions of Righteouſneſs, which ſhould 
'be.che Rule, by which they ſhould live, and by whiclt 
they ſhould be judged. So that they that have ſimned 
- without the Law, ſball periſh withont the Law, and  - 
they that have ſinned_'in the Law, ſhould be judged 3 
by the Law, Romans 2. . 12. That is, ſomewhat I 
the Will of God touching Righteouſneſs is. de- E 
ved to all Men, though to ſome. more, to ſome 4 
-leſs 3.to ſome by a more clear Diſpenſation ; to ſame ' 
by a more obſcure Diſgenſation.: yer ſuch is the Exa& 
Juſtice of God, that though. he might Judge 3ll. Mag- 

Xind according to the cxacteſt, Rule of his Law, giveg 

Man even\in his Innocency, yet, that every Mouth = _ 
-may. be ſtopped, he will Judge them according, to + 
46 mufh of his Law; as he hath commun Cated to thems 
"mn ; P 2 * 
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 Hewillnot Judge 
Law-of God, {o 


2. As the Adminiftration - of © this "Kingdom over. 
Men is by giving thema Law, fo there is ikewiſe an 
Execution of that Law by Rewards of Obedience, and 

' by Paniſhmems of Diſobedience. And this God pubs. 
liſhed in the infancy of the World ; Gen. 4. 7. If chow. 
doft well, ſhalt thou not braccepted? and if thou doft not. 
well, fin lies at the door. Pſalm 62.'12, Thou rendreſt to 
every Man according to his works. Diſobedience to this. 
Law of God obligeth to Puniſhment apon a double 
ground : 1. As a natural.and Juſt Conſequence of 
an unjuſt violation of a Juſt Duty, in as much as every 
Creature owes an infinite ſubjeCtion and obedience to. 
the Sovereign Commands of him that gives it Being, 
2. As a conſequence of that Sanftion thar ts exprtly 
annexed to the Law ſo ffven : In the day that thou eateſt 
thereof thou ſhalt dye the Death. Obedience on the other 

fide is followed with a Reward, not out of a natural 
Conſequence, or a Proportion between the Obedience 
and the Reward ; for every Creature owes obedience ; 
to God, thovgh there were no reward at all ; we have ! 
therein done but our Duty, and God: cannot be -@ 
Debtor to the beſt of his Creatures, for theix beſt” 
Works, Job. 35. 7 If thou be righteous what giveſf thou 
him? but out of the 'Free Goddneſs and Bounty of 
our Law-piver, who is pleaſed to make himſelf a debtor 

to his Crearnres obedience, by his Free Promiſe of a 

b, Reward,-and annexing of it to the Obedience of this. 
EF # - Law, Plal.67. 12. Alfo ro rhee, O Lord, belongerh Aercy, 


for thou rendreft ro every "Man according to his works 3 
. As 
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's RTE | Tard' s Praye « ak OK - 
+ I As if he ſhould have faid 3 ©, O'Lord all thy Creatures 
*; an Univerſal Subjeftion/and Obedience to thy 


4} co -and- when. they, have done what thou 
' © commandeſt, they pay but the juſt tribute unto 
; "peu fori their Being; and- therefore when they 


- | ®% have dohe 211 that thou requireſt, they muſt fit down 
er | © and ſay, Weare unprofitable Servants, we/hayvedone k 
in | *-but-what was our Duty, and carinot challenge any 4 
4 | Reward at thy Hands. They: owe thee more for _* 7 
1. #4 © their Being, that thou haſt already given them, than - 
os | {all their Service: and Obedience can amount unts. 
os | © It is thy Mercy, not thy Jaſticey that hath annexed 

0 | © any farther Reward to that Duty, which we owe 
iis. 4 S-unto thee... All the Challenge that thy Creature can 
le | {make to any Reward of his choiceſt Obedience, is 


of | * ſtill founded upon thy Mercy, who (though we are 
ry + inall this but unprofitable Seryants) art pleaſed to- 
to # © be tous a Bountiful Maſter, in giving that Reward 
o. | *-to-the Qbedience of thy Creature, - which” only 

y. © thine, own Free Goodneſs did at firſt freely pro- 
ef | ra Even. ſo, Lord, becauſe Mercy pleaſeth 
xr thee . x | 
ral 4 -+3-In his moſt Wiſe and Special Providing for them, 
ce | Diſpoſong of: them, and \Procetting of them. The Ge» 
ice {| neral- providence of God reacheth every Creature 3 
ve Þ but if chat Infinite Wiſdom and Power can admit of 

x {| any Yegrees in the way of its Execution, it is more 
ef {<minently, at leaſt acted, in his. Kingdom over his - 
og | t<aſfonable. Creatures : Luke ' 12, 7. Fear not, ye are © | 
of :4 more value than many Sparrows. Matth. 67-30. Shall :: 
ror þ #e-10e much-more cloath you ?.- And this ſpecial -Diſpen= _m— 
- 2 | ſition of . this Kingdom is ſeen in more eſpecially dif 
his. | pf ſing and ordering of the ways and events of particu-' | 
cy, [ErMen.:;-2 Perl 11. Prov. 24-24. Man's goings are” © 
Fo of the Lord :. How can. a Man then underſtand his own 1 
Ag $*9? of Societies or Conpenien of Men, Acts 17. 26. I 
* 2 - hath 
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202 'B | Meditayios upon 


bath determined the rimes before ointed,. and. the bound: 4 


of - their - Habitations 2. in pre  thein-againſt in} | l: 


Power-and:Malice of:Evit Angels,” reſtraining *tl 
fromthoſeEvils, thattheir malice and natural Power/i 
able and-willing to.Efit ER Fob. \aght 12 6 

 3-. His Kingdony over #35 Church: and'thisin a inore. 
ſpecial manner is the. Kingdom of God. Afid herein 
we conhder-:/. 


I, The King of this Kingdom : God by: an Eternal! ; 


Decree hath appointed-his Son, our Lord: Jeſus Choidly | : 


the King of 'this Kingdom, Pſalm 26. 75.7 have 
my.: King upon my holy Hill. Pſalm 110,” :2; Rule" 8 


in the, midſt of thine Enemies. And thence it is ' called 


frequently the Kingdom -of Chriſt : Coloſſi-14 1 3; the 


a ; 


Kingdom of his dear Son, 1 Pet. 2. 11, the-Eve ; I 
whe! | 


Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chri 


ſometime the Kingdom of Chriſt, andcof God, Eph.y. 5." 


The Kingdom of Chrift in the immediate adminiſtration' 
of it, and-the Kingdom of God, who hath delegated 
and ſubſtitoted him untothis. Adminiſtration; Angels, 


and Authorities and/Powers, being made ſubject unto | 


him,;/1 Fer.. 3, 22. . firſt the Kingdom of Chriſt, ti 

he ſhall have Judged all Men ; and then the Kingdom 
of. the-Facher ; when he ſhall deliver up the Kingdom 
to bis Farher, "that God may. be all inall,-: Cor. 15. 
24. 28, And += Regal Office of Chrift over. his Church 


principally reſpecteth theſe two things: 1.\In con» 


quering to himſeif a People. - The whole World ivas 
by Sin reduced under a, SubjeCtion to an Uſurper, the' 
f Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that work-! 


eth in the Children of Diſobedience. - And this King-' F 
dom of : his was a-Kingdom of Darkneſs, Coloff.- 1; 13." 


Who hath delivered us fromthe Power of darkneſs. And the: 

Subjects of this Kingdom were a People 'of darkneſs: 

Epheſ..5. 8. Te were ſometimes "darkneſs ta And by the ad- 

vantage of this AMNEIINN this Prince ( darkneſs ou_ 
e 


—mn__ ws. A. pH ar 


MN 
We 
1 


Ire 


.* + 


;.:for they know not 
zand.. from this-darkneſs, 


» 


2-a0gG 
. Gen | 
his Ki TKinglow of Sin-z: and 
as the Vice- Soros Prince'of darkneſs, did 


| : ign in the. World, and. bad; domfnion oves;it,. Rom. | 
44 in the Wor by Sin he-led: his Subjects into; another 


ion of his Kingdom, into the Kingdom of ;Death- 

ynto death, ' Rem |15- 21, and then death 
| > no 14: ;\Now:as God wes pleaſed, :by 
i cn tionda topo. and take: him a Nation from the 
of another I _-— 34. 50- oy re- 


oh wo Tr n i en cane o deſtroy the works 
Dexil, I 3» nds this ſtrong, man 
| fc kept the bouſe , ' and m—_—_ his priſoners; from 
IG tos viii ag yrs 
Fi Be: re roms p "Light into-the World, and | difpelled 
and ſcattered. that darkneſs,:jwhich was the. principal 
b=I: whereby.- .the- Prince. of this World did rule. 


The light ſhined *nto. darkneſs, and the darkyeſs 
rebended it at. And atthe. very dawning of this 


- Light-into-the World ,- the. Prince-.of darkneſs falls 


from Heaven.-like Lightning; Lake 10. 18. -- And this 
was that, whereby, the Prince; of -chis World was Judg- 
ed ; that is, all his deceits and methods, and wiles, and 


abuſes of Mankind, were diſcovered and deteCted, John 
- 148. 11. And by this Light we are:tranſlated from the 


er. of darkneſfs-into the Kingdom of his Son, -Co- 
bg. T.. 13. 7are-become partakers of the-inheritance of 


| the Saints in light, Colofſ. 1.12. are become light, ang 


children of -the light,  Epheſ."5.-8. 
- And as 'he:; came - with Light to take -away- that 
Reppiles darkneſs, which overſpread the World, . 1/a. 


4 9-3. So 2. he came with a Treaſury of - Merit to 
| v3 explate 


tinent,, or rather = 
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iate the guilt,” and a Tredfury Righteouſne 
hunt dem ors IT 'q 
T_ ntt E ) 
the heart Fott/the ve of Sian 
Iy fromthe power} totranſmit into ns 
oo wp np oy A ng TAL. 
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came with Light to redtifie the Under 7 
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came with Righreouſneſ?' to reftific 'ths! Will': The. 


ſtrength'df a King reſts'in the Love ati' Will of 
People : when ſ-co 
and Snbmiſſion to ſin, he co 
nion grmdgne of re « ho 
7, And as thus e conquered't 

of Darkiieſs, and by Righteouſneſs the Kiogaoun of 
ſohe' comes with Life alſo, and c 
Kingdom of Death. When our Saviou 
into the Chambers of romp and co oaqutees this King 
of Terrors ; took wo the malianity bs and 2 dt, it by 
taking away Sin, cheſt ng of Death ;\ healed 

ter waters by his own paſſing through them; and by his 
ReſarreCtion eh over the power of Death for vs, 
by the virtue of tharReferreRtion, } delivering onr Souls 


: T3 58/$55 T* 


| from the ſecond Death,” \and our Bodies from the firſt 
' Death, and giving ns 4 moſt infallible aſſarance of a 


final vittory over Death, by an aſſured and bleſſed Re- 
turreCtion. 
I Cor. 53. 54- 

2, And as Chriſt hath' purchaſed Mor 'y 
Victory, ſo his Regal Office is confiller rable in the 
Government of this People, that he hath ſo acquired, 
He hath given them' a Law to live by, the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, 


from the Law of Sin and of Death, Rom. 8/2. The 


Law of 'God vindicated from the falſe gl6ſſes, Which 


the corruption of Men had in ſucceſſion of time put 
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the will from the Love #- 
conquers Man from the Dom | 
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eſe bit- 


Thus Death Is ſwallowed upin Vitorys 
People by; 


which makes them free 
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"4 But wits a Law ſweetned and ſtrengthned and aftuated | 
4 by the Love'of God wrought in the Soul ; 4 Law, 
ch the 1207 of-the higheſt Perfection and Purity, els 
accompanied with the Grace 'and Afiſtance of 
Chriſt, to Enable us to perform it-in ſome meafure 3 
and accompanied wich the Merits of Chriſt to pardon, 
-and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to coyer our defefts in 
7 | 6or-performance of ir. He hath given them a new 
7} heart, and this Law of his written in this hearr : He. 
©. | hath given them of his own Spirit,” a Spirit of Life to 
- | Quicken them, *and- of Power to Enable them to Obey. - '-Y 
| And becauſe, notwithſtanding this conqueſt of Chriſt - - +_ 
of a People tohimſelf., they are ſtill beſer with Ene- 
mies, that would reduce them to their former bondage, 


nm *he watcheth over them and in them, by his Grace, 
+4 | waſting and-weakning and reſiſting their corruptions 
| ng by new ſupplies and influences from him'5 quick- 
by | 219g their hearts by renewed derivations - of”. Life 
--— | andSpirit from"him , which otherwife' would [ſink 
iis | and ye under the weight of their own Earth ; en- 
| countering Temptations, that, like Fogss and Va- 
112 | pours, ariſe our of our 'own fleſh; ;' or, like ſtorms or 
Aaares, raiſed or placed by the Devil againſt us; either + 
a {| by diverting them, or by giving ſufficienc Grace 
' to oppole them. - Theſe and the like Adminiſtrations 
be doth our Saviour uſe, which thovgh they are ſecret 
\> } and not eaſily diſcerned by us , and though they are 
by I ordered without any noiſe or appearance, yet. they are $ 
1 {| worksof greater Power, and of greater Concernment, © 
4 and of equal reality,with all the viſible adminiſtrations F 
ne || of _ in this World, which are more obvious to 
-our ſenſe, and are the effeQts of that inviſible Govern- 
he | mentof Chriſt, andof that promiſe of his, Behold I am 
| with you alway, even unto the End of the World, Matth, 
ut 28. 20. This is that Kingdom of God within'tbem, 
Luke '17, 21, conlilting'in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
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joy in the Holy. Ghoſt, FITC 
| ions, and every. Die 
| ſelf againſt the knowledge or | 
Captivity every thought to cheokediene of df Che iſt, 


- ht OTE | 
is Government, ſo hi is Regal Office is Evi. E, 
gen -in hs Judgment, | And this Judgment of his, be-F 
ing one of the Atts and Pratt ubinqy; this King* | 
, .s oftentimes called the Kingdomof God: ." His | 
Ju Igmept © of Abſolution and Rogan to: his Subjects; | 
and his Judgment of ; Condemnation, and DeſtruCtiot 
to the, Rebe bels and EnemieSof his Kingdow. | 
2,” And as we have the conſideration of the King of 
thisRinz = and coneayouly of by poogey Revel.; 
fr 5.2, Juſt and true are Ways thou Ki Samts © 
of? Tg Te om Adminiſtrations of this © nba are fre« 
quently called the i = of God, and the Myſteries 
of- the, Kingdom 13.11, 24, 31, 444 45; 47: 
Ad 25. "4 L4, bc. - And Ef = rage be 
S ingdom are © en called Reagan, the F 
Tnſtriments of this Ad epic, 'F | 
* 1. TheWord, or G ofpel of of. ok dom; which muſt : 
he reached through 8 orld, Aatch. 24. 14 
is therefore paar ny th Miniſtration of. an' 
Avgel to diſpence it to. all Nations, /Rev. 1-4. 6. That: 
_ great Engine: which though ſeemingly weak, and diſ- 
penſed by weak and deſpicable Men, God hath choſen 
oo reqnioen the ings that are mighty. 1 Cor.:1. 27. 
Il down ſtrong holds. 2 Cor: 10, 4, To gather his 
w# ' for. the perfeCting. of the Body.of Chriſt, the: 
falneſs of him that filleth all in all;' and therefore this 
DilIEIen of the Go = is oftentimes called the King- 
E” dom of Heaven, Matth. 3..2. The Kingdom of Heaven 
=D is at hand. Luke 10. 9, The Kingdom of» God is. come: 
"0T nigh unto you, and if a Man confider the-Mighty. and 
Strange | fects that that everlaſting Goſpel hath had 
in 
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| Hundred Years, notwith- 
the many diſadvantages uponwhich it. encred, 


FHr 


never fy - or 
is comlineſs in him, to a World full of Ja againſt 
by "him, prepdſſeſſed with an opinion of: their own Wi 


io} dom , with Religions extremely err rradgecd 
. | to them from-their Anceſtors ,. of which Men are 
3 of } naturally tenacious : that this Meſſage of Chriſt, not, 
vel. with a.promiſeof Glory or Riches in this World, 'bur 


ts | with-a plain prediRtion of Poverty,Scorns,Perſecutions 
fre» | and Death to thoſe that entertain ir, and with a promife 
ries | of future Life that they never ſaw, nor can till they ſee 
47. . this no more; ſhoutd conquer Millions'of Souls to the 
of | profeſſion and Love of Chriſt, and toan auſtere, ſelf-de- 
the # nying, deſpiſed Life here ; dothevidence and convince 
11} that there is the ſtrength and Wiſdom of God that'is 
uſt }  ingaged in this wonderful, yet moſt poſitively predift- 
4-. #4 ed conqueſt of the World. | A. 
an'f} © 2. The: Work of the Spirit of God, preparing afd' 
at: }. pre-di the Heart tothe receiving of the Goſpel 
if | of the Kingdom ; convincing the Heart of that 
en: F and that Death, which hath overſpread the whole race 
7.4 - of: Mankind, and of the Truth and Efficacy and Sifh- 
is | ciency of that Redemption which came by Chriſt, 
he; | and is publiſhed in that'Word ; ſtrivirig/and contend- 
is | ing with, and maſtering and over-raling the oppdſi- 
z- | tion of-the will againſt it ; Calming and quieting and: 
n | reQifying thediſtempersand diſorders and miſplacings 
2: | of our affections; oppoſing and fubduing the luſts of 
d our ſenſual appetite ; -inlightning and quickening and 
d j cleanſing the conſcience, and bringing it about to take 
1, 2” 7 Eg Part 
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7 partwithGodand the 's upon' our 
Souls z+ mingling the. Word of. the. Goſpel, conveyed } 
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"his Spirits upon' our | 


into the Heart, with a fecret and'p 


ing unto Eternal Life. - And thus, as at firſt the. 

pf the Spirit of 'God upon the face of the waters,. and 
the powerful word of Command, / produced the ſeveral. ' 
Creatures; fo by the like Motion of the Spirit _ the. 
Heart, andthe powerful Call of the Word of Chriſt by 
the publication of the Goſpel, is wrought the . Second | 
Creation of the new Creature, Epheſ. 5. 14. Awake thaw 
that fleepeſt, ſtand up from the Dead, and Chrif ſhalt 
give thee Life. | w Tapas 
And theſe two great- Inſtruments produce in :the.. 


Heart two aCtive or operative Principles, which, - after 


they are produced, are notonly an Effect of the work: 
of God, butalſo become inſtrumental for-the increaſe 
of it.; viz. Faith and Love: Faith, whereby we receive 
this Meſſage of Salvation, and entertain. it, -and reſt: 
upon-it.z and Zove, whereby, out of: the apprehenſion. 
ot -this great Love of God to,us,.. we love him again; 
we love 


the Will of -Go9). : The Miſery, from - which we are © 
redeemed, is ſo great; the Price; by which we are: 
redeemed, ſo. invaluable ; the Glory and Bleſſedneſs, 
to which we areiredeemed, fo full: ;z and all theſe ap=. 
pearing fo to the Soul by Faith, that the Soul can think 
nothing too much to return to that God, ca] bach fo 
fregly done ſo. much for it. Thns Faith wofketh by 
Love. And this'is that Kingdom of God, that, is-wirhin 
#s, Luke 17.20..the ſubjection. of the whole . Soul-to 
the Scepter. and Rule of Chriſt. If he command 
Purity of Life, forfaking of all things, denying our 
ſelyes,. crycifying our Luſt, laying down our Lives, 
the Sorff is tutored to that ſubjection unto the _ 
0 


powerful Energy, 
7 it becomes'a Seed of Life in the Heart, grow- lf 


| im becaule he loved us firſt. -And this Love. Þ} 
of God ingageth the Soul to a Sincete Obedience to; *Þ 
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| of Chriſt,that it chearfully obeys him in this, 
_ *ever be communds nds." This is that Kingd m of 6 
y. 0-14: 17. confilting in Righteouſneſs, a'full Confor- 
57s Þ  mity of the Soul to the Will of God, the only and abſo- 
om. lute Rule of Righteouſneſs; Peace, ' upon the ſenſe and 
na | belief of reconciliation with God, through him that is 
ral.” > + Hhirgr bro Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, upon the appre- 
he | Þeſion of the Protettion and Love of Chriſt, our King, 
by, | 229 that Glory which he hath moſt aſſuredly prepared 
nd | for all his Sabjects. | 
vaahhs 3, We have the Degrees of the Manifeſtation of this 
as | £*#2dom, Here and Hereafter : the Kingdom of Grace, - 

I and the Kingdom of Glory both making by one 

he # Kingdom of God under different degrees of manifeſta- 
ex, | £191. God by his Word and Spirit caſts into the Soul 
c&. |. © Seed of Life, like that-grain of Muſtard-ſced, where- 
ſs {| voto the om wr of Heaven is reſembled, Aatrh. i3. 
6 | And this ſeed of Life abidethiin the Heart, 1 John 3. 9. 
{& | And there it quickens, and faſhians, and moulds the 
n | Heart tothe Image of God: it oppoſerh and ſtruggleth 
-. - | againſt Luſts and Temptations, which labour to ſtifle 

7.4 and to kill this Seed of Life; and, like the leaven that 


x + was hid in the three meaſures of Meal, Marth 13. 37; 


It doth, by degrees, aſſimilate. the whole inward Man 
to this living Principle, and conforms the Life unto it- 
Now though this principle of Life is thus operative, 
yet in reſpect of the ontward view it is a hidden Life. 
- The External appearance of this Life, is reſerved-till 
Chriſt, who is our Life; ſhall appear ; and then ſhall 
that hidden Life be revealed, Coloſ. 3. 4.' Bebold, 
mow we are the Sons of God, | 1- John 3. 2. But it doth 
wot yet appear what we ſhall be, but we know thag when he 

| ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, By the ſeed of Grace 
ſown in our Hearts, wg become the Sons of God ; and, 
of 'this Sonſhip we have a ſecret Evidence in our own 
Souls ;'-but there ſhall be a fuller Manifeſtatio# of ir, - 


when 
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but ſtation : -thar, 


ut under a | 
Kingdom, af the 
of. that Kingdom, a ſeed in the Tree. - 5. i. 
To le 3 When thou prayelt,” Thy Kingdom 
cats let thy Soul enlarge it ſelf in theſe, or the: ike 


« O Lord, I know thou art King 'of Heaven and 
<« Earth ; and the leaſt of all thy Creatures,.in their 
<« moſt ſeemingly caſual and inconſiderable : eyents and 
<« motions, are under thy moſt certain and; pow 
& Providence. Yet, ſuch is our blindneſs, and; 
& myſterious are the ways of thy Prone that 
© ſometimes:we are at a loſs, and defire- with thy 
<« prophet, Jer,:12-1, to wy 16x te with thee touch- 
© ing thy Judgment. If -it with thy Glory: and 
« Will, 1 beſecch thee, let all the events and occur- 
& rences of the World appear to be under ay: A 
< miniſtration .and Government ; that all may fee thy 
« Wiſdom, .. and-thy Power, ; and. thy Juſtice, and thy 
©& Goodneſs in all the paſlages of it, 3. and that all men 
'<- may be convinced, that thou, the moſt High, ruleſt 
< in the Kingdoms of Men, and that all thy, Works 
« zre Truth, and thy ways are Judgment, . and thoſe 
<« that. walk in pride thou art able to abaſe, Dar. 4. 
& 32,37. That they may all acknowledge heis a God 
'< that Judgeth in the Earth, Pſalm 58, 11, And becauſe 
< thou haſt a more peculiar Kingdom,” even thoſe that 
* thon -haſt given unto thy Son, let that Kingdom of F' 

+ thine come; . do-thon ſend+onut thy Spirit and thy ! 
«< Word into, the. World, and ſubdue the Hearts of 
&« 211 People to the Belief: and Obedienceof the Goſpel 
« of Chriſt, that all. the Kingdoms of the World.may 
© be the Kingdoms of God -and of Chriſt, Bring, it 
« the Jews, and the fulneſs of the Gentiles, Ges 
| | © there 
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; he charv many be Fold and'one' Shepherd ; and let 
as: | 5 iden Vario IT TRe, 
; $ 


J* and from thoſe that are from wht, Diviſions and Y 

«| * Herekes, Let them walk as becomes the Subjects of $ 
<the Prince of Peace, Purity and Truth, in Unity, 
« Holineſs and Truth, that they may appear to be $ 
3 of thy Holineſs. Rule: every Member. A 
by thy Grace 3 IT. them. from their «I 

| *-Enemies within-them , :Luſts and DefeCtions | AY 
their Enemies without # 6-1 the Incurſjons- of Satan. 
1 * Make haſt 'to fulfil the Number of thine. Eled ; 
and when thy Kingdom of Grace is conſummate, 
* then let thy Kingdom of Glory come, the day. of 
"« the manifeſtation of thy - bin. oye n Jodgghent, when | 
and | * the Subjects of thy K delivered E 
CUr- «from all Death and Nagar. and ſhall Inherit that 3 
Ad- J *% Kingdom, which thou haſt prepared for and 'from » 
thy } all Eternity. And keep all our Hearts looking for, 
thy | * and haſting unto thy coming, paſſing our time here FS. 
nen |< jn all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 2 Per. 3. 11. - "7 
leſt } * that fo; when our Lord cometh, he may find us' ſo 3.8 
rks | ** doing: and then come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 


pt! Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 

uſe } * 'T gh ctheWill of God be one inviſible AR; yet in "7 
hat regard the Manifeſtation of it to us, it comes under wa 
of F' & apprehenſion : 1. The Will of his Counſel. 4 


thy 2. The Will of his Commands. This is thag which 2 
.of } hewills'to be done by his Creature : The other is that gg 
pel | he wills ſhall be done uport his Creature. - 14 
ay |: 4. The Will of his Connſel ; whereby he hath from 
ir | all Eternity K gene and ordered moſt Wiſely, and 
nat | _, and Irrefiſtibly all the Acts and Events of 
re | g 
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all bis Creatures 3 ſo that thoſe things that loom to} 
us molt natural 6r moſt freely.to remove, arc ſubſer-Þ 5; 
vient in alf their atings to this moſt free and eternal Y 3, 
Counſel 'of his; and all choſe Occurences which ſeem to'Y:, 
us moſt conſiderable or contingent, are pre-ordain'd'Y ;; 
| by the ſame moſt Infallible Counſel, and make the} 
Inſtruments of bringing about the greateſt Concern- | 5 
ments in the' World, Iſa. 43.14. 7 will. work, and} 
who ſhall let 3t,? 112. 14. 24. The Lordof Hoſt hath ſworn, |. 
ſaying, Surely as I bave thought, [o ſhall it come togaſs 3, 7 
and as I - have purpoſed, it ſhall ſtand. Iſa. 14. 27, For: x 
the Lord of Hoſts hatb purpoſed, and who ſhall diſannnd it," Þ * 
and his hand is ſtretched out,, and who ſhall turn. it back? :}} y 
«Iſa. 46. 9. 10. I am God, and there is none like me; | 
declaring the End from the Beginning, and from ancient 
 rimes the things that are not yet done, ſaying, My, Counſel |} 
fhall ſtand, and 1 will do all my Pleaſure. Jaſomuch that: Nl: ; 
e various and inſtable, and free motions. of the | 

Will and Mind of Man, which ſeem to come under- 

. NnoRule nor Goyernment but of himſelf are moſt Ex-- }* 
aCtly ordered to the bringing to paſs the purpoles of- }| ; 
God. Prov. 19. 21. There are many devices in the heart - 
of .Man,nevertheleſs, the Counſel of the Lord that ſhall. 
ftarnd. Prov. 20. 24. Man's goings are of the Lord how can 
a Man then underſtand his own-ways, fer.10. 23. 0 Lord, 

1 know that the way of Man is not in himſelf; it 5s #0t in 4 
Man that walketh to dire his ſteps, And herein we 
may obſerve the moſt deep and unſearchable Wiſdom, . 
Power, and Purity of God, that whiles Man work-, + 
etl freely, yet therein God worketh thereby power- | 

fully; and while Man: worketh Sinfully , . yer God: Þ* 
worketh thereby Purely and Juftly. The freedom. of ; | 
the Will of Man is not controuled by the Infallibility 
of the Counſel of God, nor can interrupt or diſappoint 

; it : and the ſinfulneſs of the Will and Ways of Man is. 
Rot juſtified by the I"fallibility and Purity Fo __ 
UNI 
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ly, and arrogantly, attributin 
own Power ; had no thonght of Juſtice to puniſh 


*F their Covenant with God, but to ſatifie his own Cove- 
"F teouſneſs and Ambition, Verſ, 13. For be ſaith, By 
iohe foe of mine Hand have I done this, and by my 
39: 
8 ſtice of God was the Staff in his Hand, the Stren 
of his Power. But in all this God doth moſt wi 
8 and jaſtly manage the Diſtempers of a- Proud, Ambiti- 
F ons, Injurions,and Coyetons King to the fulfilling of the 
-moſt Wiſe and juſt Counſels of his own Will; without 
'F ſtaining any part thereof with the Vices of that Perfon; 
| by which they were afted ; but puniſhing- thoſe Vices 
-F in the Inſtrament which were i mental in the fal- . 
* | filling 'of his Counſel. Verſ. 12. Wherefore when I 
have performed my whole Will upon, Sion, and upon Jeru- 


m, &c. Little thinking that the Wrath and Ju- 


falem,/ will punifh the Fruit of the ftout heart of the King 


_ of Aſlyria, "and the glory of his high looks. And as thus 
in the Aſyrian,ſoafter, in the Perſian Monarch,Ifa. 45.1. 


Thus ſaith the Lord to his Anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 


2 þ mebe hand I have holden to ſubdue I ations before him. 


ow this VVill of God's Counſil is for the moſt part. 


"a ſecret Will till it be fulfilled. Pſalm 77. 19. Thy 
"way, O Lord, is in the Sea, and thy Footſteps are noe 
4 kyown. Though ſometimes, for the vindicating of his 


own Power, and conyincing Men that he governeth all 
_ according to the Connfel of his' Will, he is 
pleaſed to proclaim it in Prophecies an? ay 
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the deniable | Evidences of - his Et 


Ifa. 42+ 9. Ia. gy. 21. 


Wo 5 Shad, 56. 

« 8-0 * Oo oe 5 mag 
Ss JEEP 

\ * F F$ - 


; Counſel and Government. I{a.41. 33- Shew cbe things thai, Þf ; 
arg £0 come, that "me may know ye are Gods. Wa. 48.3, 51 
bath declared this from ancts. 


=. 
E 


a 
bet et; 
IF 


ent time? Who bath told it from that time, have noe [. 


the Lord ? 


2. The Willof his Commands. - This is the Rule of | 
our Aftions, 1a; 59. 21.. My words, which I Save put 
into.thy Mauth, ſhall not depart out of thy Month, 2107 Out... 
of the Mouth of thy Seed, &c. Dent. 30. 14. The word it 
very nigh unto thee, in thy Mouth and in thy Heart, thas |} ; 
thou mayeſt do it. Micah. 6. 9. He bath [chee,' © 
O man what is good, and what doth the Lord require of | « 
thee, but to do Juſtice, and to lave HMercy, and to walk | « 
buxbly with thy God ? The Will of God's Counſel is. 
Secret, but, the Will -of his, Command is Revealed 


unto us in theſe three great direttions of our Lives ; 


1. The Word of Conſcience the Law written in the. 
Heart, or natural Conſcience, Rom. 2. 14, 15. So. much 
of his Will is by fome means of Providence diſcovered - 
even to a natural Conſcience, as leaves a Man unexcu- 
{able. Fe 

2. The Word of the Spirizof God ſpeaking either ſe-: 


cretly in the Heart,or by ſome occurrence or diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, tHou ſhalt hear a Voice behind thee 
ſaying, This is the way, walk. in it, Ia. 30s 21. 


3. The Word of beth Teſtamems. The Natural | 


Conſcience is Corrupted, and many times doth not his 
Duty.; the Word of the Spirit of God is not ſo eaſily 


diſcerned by ,our fleſhly Nature, and many times. we - 
miſtake the voice of our own. Spirit for the Spirit of . 


God : he hath therefore in his infinite Wiſdom and 


Mercy given us a ſtanding Rule, the Rule of his 


written Word, obvious to our ſence, and whatever 


other diQates there ſhall be, we are ſure not to.-Ert- 


' in following it : Iſaiah 8. 20. To the Law, and to the 
- | Teſtimony : 
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we " the Lord's Prayer. © 215 
Fmony : for 5f they walk not according to that Rule; 
is berauſe there is no Light in them. This is to be 

ight toour. Steps, and the Lanthorn to our Feet, P/alat 

"119-150. 2. Pet. 1.19. 4 more ſure Word of F 

therenmo we are id toks heed a3 to & light that ſhinerh 
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+ In this Petition therefore we deſirt ewo things : 1; That 
This Will may be done. 2. That it may be done here 2s 
Þ ic is done in Heaven. 1, In reſpe& of the Jl! of bis 

"Comriſel : What thou haſt willed in Heaven, Ler it be 


<4 x, Ler the Willof thy Counſel te done: ' It is 
*©Etrue, thy Counſels are ſecret and unknown toime; 
** but they are the Counſels of. che mok Wiſe and Juſt 2 
I * God, and therefore certainly they are moſt Wiſe an@ i. 


= 


* 


# * Juſt Counſels ; and therefore I will be content there: 
I *in co pray with an Implicit Faith z Righteons art 
F< chou, O Lord, in all thy ways, and Holy in all thy works: Rk. 
F** Ic is true,thy Counſels ſhall ſtand, yet are not my Pray- I 
F © ers impertinent,it is the Duty of thy Creature to will 4M 
'F* what thou willeſt, and to pray thee to do what. thou 

 F © intendeſt to dog that my will may not only P2fhiveiy 
e« { * ſubmit unto thy Will, bur AQively run atorg 
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Þ | * with it. As | : 
ee | © 2, Let me with all contentednefs and cheerfulne ſs; 

| © reſign up wy will, and my felf; and my deſires; 

al Þ <vnco thy Will, and bear-a ſpirit cooformabte to 'my. 

Is | * Saviour, who, when he deprecated | the worſt © 

ly F* Evils, abitter and curſed Death, yet he ſubſcribed 

*% | he thy will ry to A _ Martrth. — 

ot, "*Jf it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me, yet not as p- . 
nd | * will, bu aries wilt, © compaſlcd "es with F- 


ils | *Dangers,with Diſeaſes,wich Wants,with Reproaches, 4% 
er | * wich Perſecutions, and I come to rhee, from whoſe "2 
rt | * Hand they come; and to beg the Remoyal of thenr, - 
he | * and Iam fure 1 am taking che firteſt Courſe to bave 
% Q. : « thent 
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216 Meditations upon 


<«< them removed, by _— to him, from whoſe hand 
<« they came; yet thy will be done; T have done my” 
' «<duty-in calling upon thy Name, but I will not, offendi* 
« thy Sovereignty inprefcribing unto thy Will - Thou 
<art the God that haſt made me, and therefore I oweR® 
© an Univerſal Subjeftion unto thy Will : thou art al 
« God of Infinite Wiſdom, and knoweſt beſt” what is 
« fitteſt to be' done, and when thoy' art a God of 
<« Infinite Mercy and Tenderne(s and Loye unto all 
« thy Creatures, eſpecially to'thoſe that ſeek unto thee 
« in Chriſt, and doſt with as much Love deny ſome ot 
« my Requeſts, as thou granteſt others, I will with all 
« Patience and Chearfulneſs wait upon thee, and 
< ſubmit unto thy Will, both in what thou infliteſh 
«and in what thou denyeſt; 1 Sam. 3. 18. [te the 
6 Lord, Let him doe what ſeemeth bin good. Job 1. 24, 
« The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away ; Bleſſed 
&« be the Name of the Lord, Thus I will hope, and quiet 
« ly wait for the Salyation of the Lord, putting myI* 
« Mouth, in the duſt if ſo be there may be hope ; Lam. 
6 3, 26, 3: 
« Let me, with all expeQation and longing 
« deſire, wait for the fulfilling of the Prophecies and 
« Prediftions. This part of ttiy Secret Counſel thou 
&« haſt revealed, that thy Truth and Wiſdom mayF 
<« receive the Glory in its accompliſhment ;' ang 
<« that we thy -Creatures look after it, and expect it, YT 
« Thou haſt declared that thy everlaſting Goſpel ſhal F 
« be” preached to all Nations ; that the Kingdoms of 
«< the World ſhall be the Kingdoms of thy Son ; that 
&« thou wilt bring in the- Fews and the fulneſs of the WG 
©« Gentiles 3 that thou wilt diſcover and confound the #* 
« Man of Sin; that thon wilt ſend thy Son in the B* 
« Clouds to Judge the World. Theſe and the like 
&« parts of thy Counſels thon haſt * pabliſhed ro the 3 
« World, be thou Glorified in che fulfilling of yu Sf 
- *® « Thy 


VY IX; on 
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lings, yet Kore 
that, our Duvy 
, that thou att. righteons 
© when we , ye tu lpackryiy.as oa; rp 
-—ECOPNet tO E Huge ConeIng udg- 
-\ at, Fer. 12. 1. if things £ out-beſides thy 
"Will, and in diſappointment of thy Cotinſel; - 'But 
tn. theſe. Manifeſtations of thy Counſels before they 
lfilled; we ſee and muſt conclude; Dan; 4: 17; 
t the moſt High ruleth. in the Kingdom of Men, 
ex it to, Tees. he., will, and' ſetteth | 
: + the 'baſeſt of Men. Let therefore this Wi 
| f thy Counſels revealed in. the Prophe-ies-.and 
"« Pr Preditions of thy Word be fulfilled, that. thot! 
© Wiſdom, and of. thy Truth: in the fulfilling of 
ee Sf that cvery Man. may ſee and... conclude 
FE. jou, whoſe . name. is Feboveb, art the, Moft: 
| ret al the Eatth; Pſalm ot And ages F 
th ay,my Prayers are got Idle, aving otcert 
F ah DDE hog) that Prayers pri be the means to- fulfil 
* that, which he hath certainly promiſed; Ezek..36. 39.. 
? for this be | Inquored of by the. Honſt of 


4 Thou haſt anothet patt of thy - Counſel tore 
«I s prec ous and-of greater concerament to-me than the 
Ly, fc * ner, which thou haſt alſo revealed, the -Coinſel 
* $5 of thy Promiſes: .When thou: ſenteſt thy Son out: of 
bine own Boſom into che World, thou didſt -impart 
p* him. this great and concerning part of. thy 
*c Dur Þ 67 "this. he hath imparted. unto us. tbe 
Pfoks iſe Pardon of onr Sins through his Blood ; 
of tion-chrough his Righteouſneſs ; of -thy 
It Moos at ſhould lead us into all trath ; of his: dbi- 
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us unto the End of the World ; - ; of con- 
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Meditations eg 


« querin and ſubduing our Luſts and T patios; 
*of ruiſing us vp at the laſt day, and givit 
« Everhiſiag Kingdom r that cannot be ſhaken. _ Th 
<< Promiſes, as thon "haſt given to be the objects- of" 
« ogr Faith, Hope, and certain VE ge hg 2,1 2 : 
CE iP#,*3. 12: Þ ar they ret om of Dad ires, y £ 
Gand con eſy Prayets, there- Y-- 
<< forel Tf enlpes pray with David, 1 Chron. 17. 23. ere" 
& fore now, Lord, Let the thing that thou baſt ſpoken ec we "8 
<« cerning thy Servants be eſtabliſhed for Ever, « FO 7 
& thou baſt ſaid. _ 7; 
And as thus the Will of God's Couniel i is thei ubje& wy 
of this Pitition, ſo'is likewiſe the Wil 2 ov 
And this falls under theſe Con Baer ations, 
«<1, As:thou Willeſt in Heaven, ſolct i be done 
« us on Earth; and to that purpoſe * : 
«7x, Let thy Wilt be diſcovered and iade | 
«© ynto"ns, and to all Creatutes : and in as 
<« none teacheth like' God,. Let vs be all "tz 
< thee, Let thy revealed Will in thy Word ce 
* us as light i into darkneſs'; and becauſe vur | 
< ſtandingsare blind and ſealed up, -that they 
< receive this Light, and our Hearrs are 2 Booes 
« will refiſt it, ſend-down thy Spirit of Life 2 and Po! = | 
© to ur Underſtandings to receive. it, to dil z Up 
« the Truth, and Purity, and Perfetion of it; op x * 
% << Our Hearts to receive It in the Love of it, and con». : 
© quer that Cell of corruption and oppoſitions that Ye 
< lye.there ready to ſtifle. it , mingle thy Word ou i 
«< Hearts with Faith, that may purifie our H 1d FF 
« make thy Word powerful ro the ſubduing + of al” # 
« thoſe ſtrong holds and oppaſitions, that ſtand. our "+ 
« 2painſt it : thy Will in Heaven''is a Perfet, Pure, © - 
« and- Holy Will,” fend ont ſuch diſcoveries of t y. 3 
« Will, that we may know it in the Spiritualnefs and: F-- 
« Truth of i it, vindicated from the falſe Gloſſes _ Ky 
« the 'F 
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"PEHEFSA 3} 22 
-*: Our deceiciul and falſe Hearts ar 
- 2, Becauſe the only true- principle of Obedience, 
* is Love fhed abroad, thy Love in our Hearts : and 
+ ©. decauſe the ſenſe of thy Love ta us is the; cauſe and 
8 ©. ground of our Love to thee, ſhew us the, greatneſs 
F - 20d fulneſs of thy Love to us in Chriſt, that 
"1 <will reflect acts of Love to thee again, and make us 
8 ready and willing to obey thy Will, and exceeding 
WE ig thankful to thee that thtiou, art pleaſed to accept 
 B- x the fincere, though imperfe&t Obedience of thy Crea- 
— + * ture. , 
.* 3. And becauſe the end of the manifeſtation -of 


4 = thy Love to Mankind in' Chriſt was to redeem us 


+ © from all Iniquicy, and to. purifie unto thy ſelf a 
” © peculiar pack e, zealous of good Works, Tit. 2. 14. 


ry s 
4 6c 
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© * And in as much as our conformity. to thy Will, as- ir 
£< js onr Perfection, ſo it is the Great and Juſt 'Tri- 
88. © bute that we owe unto thee for our Being, as Crea- 
3 8 © rures, and much _ more for our Redemption as 
ep. #_. © redeemed, and purchaſed Creatures; Let all our 
——_— - Th , Words and Works be univerſally ſubject 
- #. - * and obedient to thy Will revealed in thy Son, that 


% 


"+ _ ©. we may be Holy as thou art Holy in all-manner-of 


 - Map CNTRENS par e ” rpc from m_ and un- 
a © profitable Thqwghes,trom ſinful a luted thoughts, 
47 A Fi ow Deviliſh and Atheiſtical Coal as z\ and. let our 
1 * rbopghrs be ſuch as becomes the prefence of- God, 
© © before whom they are naked and legible, ſuch as 
-# © becomes that Heart where Chrilt is pleaſed to make 

+ # - * his reſidence Pious, Charitable, Pure, . Chaſt, Clean, 
+ Sober, Humble Thoughts; fit'ro be attendants upon 
- <ſq Heavenly a Gueſt : waſh my Tongue from thay - 

| Q 3 * firf 


er Falk 
Fs let me ue my Ton | ſe 

« «Words are all regiſtred, and Re Bs e an / 
© count for- every Idle Rd on, Let my 5 eo be 
< ſeaſoned with Salt, ng thy Name, Ec 
**-others, true feri rr 
6 table, diſcreet 3 ; for by my Words 1 ſhall b _ 
- * and by my Words._I ſha be condemned. - Deliver 
« me fromall finfol; impure, unſcemly, ane Fe De p 
«in the firſt life of any Attion or Intention let me, 
£ bring them to the Rule 'of thy Word, tothe. ule + 3 
« of my Conſcience, to the. Rule of thy nce,. 4 : 
<-and impartially meaſure them thereby, and if. they || 
« will nor abide that Examination, | or . upon. that. - : 
«Examination want their due Confoguiey x let me.. / 
( reject them without any more Reaſonin or Joe 
£ rivgs. Ja all my Actions relating ' | 
$© tby- Majeſty, let them be Warrantable-, . Pions, | 
£ Sincere, Keverent, Humble : in all my AQions relari 3 
" ©ro others, let them be full of Juſtice, Charity, fa 4 | 
*from Revenge, Diſdain, Sullenneſs, Meaſuring . out *- 
< 1mpartially, as in the Preſence of God, the ſame. Y 
* Meafure which 1 would defire to be. done unto my. 
« ſelf : inall my Actions relating to #iy ſelf, let there, 
< be Sobciery, Temperance, Moderation, : Stalboableneſs. | 
* Ander all this be done out. of that only true Prin» 
* ciple of Obedience, Love to God, pre nted . unto, ©. 
« him .ypon that only ground of acceptation, , Joſs | 
« Chriſt ; ; and- ſeaſoned with that acceptable, "Grace | * 
- of Humility. If when I have done all that is in-,. 

« joyned,; 1 arti but. an uoprofitable Seryant,' bow -ur- © | 
< profitable 'am I when 1 Tiwhakely fail MP what I am 
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6'IÞ - © Andas I pray-that the things that thou willeſt to 
8 © be done.in Heayen may be done by us on Earth, ſo 
= < Ldefire that, that Heavenly. Will of thine may be 
% 8 done on Earth as thy Will 5s done in Heaven by thoſe 
©" © Glorions and Pure Creatures, that always behold thy 
de 223-< Face, Perfectly, - Univerſally, Speedily, Cheerfully, 
Sy *©Humbly. | 
" 1. Perfeltly. The Angels do clearly diſcern and. 
BY brow che Will of God by a double aft: 1. On God's 
© oF part, a Clear Emanation or Beam of the Mind of God 
0 ſhining into their clear intellefual Nature, and convey- 
= F. ing into them a perfect diſcovery of the Mind and Will 
28 of God concerning them. 2. On th:ir part, by a clear 
2 Intuition of God, and beholding his Mind and Will 
*F/ in him concerning them ; the Wiſe God having fitted 
2 their Natures with ſuch a meaſure of intuition of him, 
whereby ' though they cannot ſee all his PerfeCtions, 
' | yer they are fitted and inabled to ſee ſo much as is 
7 © ſuitable to their Nature, conducible to the fulneſs of 
2 that Perfeftion which they are capable of, and to 'the 
28 performance of that ative ſervice which he requires # 
"3 of them. AnJ as thus they perfectly know his Will, 
= fo Their 'W:lls are moſt purely inclined and moved to 
2F the obedience of it;. there. is no mixture of impurity 
4 or reſiſtance of their will againſt the Will of God ; na 
-$ mixture of Hypocriſie or baſe ſelf Ends : for their Pure 
7 Natures are taken up with a fulnefs of the Loyeof God, 
_ large and comprehenſive 2s their Natures, and upon 
*Y that Principle they .move in all their atts of Obedience, 
1 and they clearly ſee that their higheſt Perfection con- 
"Y liſts in the moſt -Even and Unbyaſſed Conformity to 
F the Command cf God, fo the more perfect. their 
'F Obedicrce is, the more abſolute is their Perfection ; 
"4 they need noother Motive to Od:y him but this, That 
'$ it is the moſt Perfet Command of the moſt Perfect, 
7 and Wiſe, and Holy Gud. And as thus their Minds 
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and Wills are faſhioned and fitted to-a'moſt perſedt 


Ob: dience, fo they are indned with 4 Power from G 


' exaCtly commenſurate to an _ of bis: 

Will ;z whether ic be in their ref ations unto God, 
qr whether 'it be in xheic inftrymental ations unto JF. 
others. - If God Command an Angel: to deſtroy an 


Hoſt of the Aſſrians, be can diſpatch 185900 of them 


in one night ; if he Command 'an Angel: to'deliver: F- 


Daniel out of the Lions Den, he can ſhot the Lions 
Mouth, that they ſhall be rather his Guard, than his 
Executioners, ' Dan. 6. 22. If he Commands an- Angel 
fo deliver Peter out of the Priſon, he can make Fs 


Chains falls off from'him, like the Tow, when it feeleth } 
the fire, Ads 12,7, When he commands an Angel |} 


to Comfort his Son,though under a preſſure and weight, 
more heavy to his Soul 'than the —_— of the Earth, 
he can dart into the tender and ' parts of the 
. Soul, ſuch Comforts and Cordials, that can enable his 
humanity to bear that burden, '\Zake 22. 44. When he 
Commands an Angct to attend the Reſurrection of his 


3) 


® Son, he can at the ſame inſtance ſhake terror and amaze- | 
ment 2nd diſiolution into the Spirits of the Souldiers, 
; 


and Comfort and SatisfzCtion, into the 'Souls of thoſe 
that *expected his Reſurre&ion, and caufe that ſtone, 
which ' the Phariſces laid upon the Sepulchre, as a ſear 
unto his Mortality, to ſtart aſide and'give way to our 
$xviour's Reſurreftion, Luke 28. 34. And little do 
we know thoſe wonderful ſervices, that theſe inviſible 


Powers do in the World, even for poor and weak - 


Men, at the Command of their great Lord and So- 


vereign eyery hour in theday. © And now, O Lard, . 


" © jtis true, that thy Will is done in Heaven by thoſe 
« 'thy Glorious creatures, perfeftly and exactly ; but 
« ] and all thy creatures upoa Earth have in us a 
« mixture of darkneſs that we cannot know thy 'Will ; 
#4 and mixture of corruption, that reſiſts the ——_ 
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fect | * of thy Will; and a mixture of impotence, that we 
30d | © cannot perform that pagt of thy Will, that we know 
his' # * and deſire to obey z fo that when we can at any time 
od, 8 © fay with the Apoſtle, To will'is preſent, with me, . 
nto Y *© yet we muſt, with the ſame Apoſtle ſay, that how 
an } *to perform that 'good, we find. not, Rom. 7.18. 
em | ©: I cannot in this Houſe of Clay, hope to 
ver” # ** aſpire to the full perfeftion- of an Angelical Obe- 
ns F . * dience, nor.to do thy Will on Earth, as #. is done 
his F *in Heaven ; yet there is an Imperfeft Perfection, 
Hy 3 © which in Chriſt thou -art pleaſed to accept of, an 
is F. * Evangelical, though got an Angelical, Perfection in 
th | © our Obedience, a Perfe&ion of Integrity and Sin- 
zl | ©cerity, free from Guile, baſe Ends, or Hypocriſie, 
it, "<< a Heatt truly endeayopring to obey the Voice of 
h, | <4 Godin his Word, and truly forrowful for his de. 
he F * fefts and failings in that obedience : thus the heart 
is | © of David, 1 Kings 15. 3. of Hexekiab, 2 Kings 20. 3. 
he «ere perfect hearts, the Obedience injoyned by 
is | '**© David to Solomon, 1 Chron. 28. 9. Serve him with 
e- |. © perfet# beart and willing mind : and this perfeftion 
$, \ « of Obedience give unto thy {.rvants, that thy will 
(C | . &.may be done on Earth, as it 1s in Heaven, ſincerely 
>, © © and fingly. 

IT 2, Which is a conſcquent of the former, Angelical 
Cr Obedience js an Univerſal Obedience : there is 10T 
D any Command of God, not the meaneſt, bur they 
e perform ir, Pſal. 103. 20. Bleſs the Lord ye' bs Angels, 
k | that excell in firength, that do his Commands, 
- | hearkning unto the woice of his Word, For the ſame 
, - 8 Principle of perfeft Love of God moves them. to a 
- willing Obedience to every Command, - as well as any, 
© F and they find as much beauty in their Obedience unto 
| {F. the Command pf God, when ſcnt out to Miniſter for 
| the poor Members of the Son of God, Heb. 1.14.As when 
| lent uponan imploymenr, for the matter,more glorions. 
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And, O LordLet thy Will be thusdone on Earth as” 
4 <« itisin Heaven: let me have reſpect to all thy Come? 
 < mandments, andlet no ſin be ſo much mine, fo dedr, 
< ſo natural, ſo ſuitable to my Natnre or Condition,? 
. > but "that I may forſake it at thy Command, and? 
<« keep my ſelf. from my Tranſgreſſion ; Since it is the” 
- < ſame God that equally Commands and Forbids in all,” 
« and'the ſame Love to God which is, or ſhould beg! 
<« the principle and . Ground of. all my Obedience,® 
<< Jawes 2. 10, Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and® 
< yet offend in one point, 5s guilty of all. A heart that-can® 
« obſerve ſome Commands, and yet diſpence with it ſelf 
< 1n the violation of others, obeys not for love of Ged,® 
<« but of himſelf. | % 

3. Angelical Obedience is a Willing and Cheerful © 
Obedience. Which ſtills runs upon the former reaſon ; © 
the Principle of their Obedience 'is perfect Love of: 
God, andLove is an aCtive AﬀeCtion,as ſtrong as Death z* 
So that they are glad of any Opportunity to return the 
Expreſſions of that Love in a moſt hearty and willing : 
Obedience. Chriſt, ſpeaking of the Angels. ſaith,they 
always b:hole the Face of my Father, they Watch ahd 
are attentive, and with Cheerfuleſs expect every :: 
Command of God. © And thus alfo let thy Will be | 
* done on Earth as it is in Heaven, that we may wil-' 
< lingly and chearfully perform thy Will ; glad that we -Þ 
« thy poor creatures have any opportunity, to do any | 
« feryice to thee,though thou needeſt it not, and thank- 
<« ful that thou art pleaied to accept of the Obedience” 
<« of thy creature. | 

* 4. Conſequently, an Angelical Obedience is Speedy, © 

Swift, Ready. T hey diſpute not the reaſon of the Com- * 

mand, nor delay the performance of it: Like the 
Centuriows Servant, he faith to one, Go, and he goeth: 
Lu'e 7. 8. © And, Lord, as thus thy Will is done in 
* Heaven, fo let- it be done on Earth: 'when thou 
«< com- 


h a 4 

ion, . © Z dt-to Ahmed and _ Gal I, /16 

and YT 00k ſolve and ſpeedi y-: to Will. © 
L oa 1 Abra i was calle to leave dis. own Country, 


q t out, not knowing whicher he went, 
fi ” : when command to ſaciie is Fon, he 
ce, "ante. early 8g ad cat cow net 
and ' wap 6. £ 0-12. 3. Lingrings 'and Reaſonings upon 
can ws: + _ way God, as they Suey in them awant of 
oe;  Þ Nut f always bring with them — diſadyan- 
od, * Rage; - ei th r. wholly intercepting our Obedience, or - 
 Emioeli 5 wit ir- much unwillingneſs and adverſneſs 


ful it. 6 | 35 
n; $5::4A; Heavenly yy Angelica Ral of = though A. 
f ) ceo mn,-yet- it is ful of Humility. They 
h 4 "eg we an-infinite Obedience jo him, from 
he * s they EC a yr Being; and that 'their- Obe- 
TS ce we w Iis b 2 payment of that Debt they owe 
ey Shun, & canoo wake him Debter'to them : They 
id ow that infinite diſtance between the infinite God / 
ry . Ya: chemiel yet infinite Creatures; 
de +5] 7- do: nor only | pay their Obedience, 


$84 kt Tr tets'G , Without arrogance'of- merit ; 
e / Ir TY. C Sa ewich all Reverenceand Acknowledp- 


— 
” 


Both theſe we find in the 


, _ n. 34 Riders; Rev. 4+'10, 17, they fall 
e' Faw e hiw, and caſt theig, Crawns before the 

ny ne WD Ty _ £9 ja to receive 
__ d Honour, and diſtance between 
£4 i aanbes, an Chang the Anpels 'are 
e © unto God-in perfection. of Nature than Men, 


7 ef 4T ie diſtance: berween them is infinite : here 1 is 
1 3 'O C , the Angels ſee their diſtance, and ſee more 
1 


& 


if 6 Pertection of God ; and the more they ſee of 
+4 him, 


_ SH 


« Lord, Let thy Will-1 :  1n Earth, 
«jr is in Heaven: Give us @ y 100 
« Glory and. Majeſty, -of that x diſts 
<« tween Theeand thy Creature ;' "ww 
« yerence to thy Majeſty, and alt 
« ſelves, we may appear before thee in all v | 
« Thee; Give us a ſenſe _of that. infinice 4 2B. -off 
« Obedience, that we owe. unto Thee; GEM cing 
« that product of an infinite oe” - - an infinit 
&« Motion , for our well beings, our*se Wh_e in 
« Chriſt, without whom our very Beit! a have 
« heen. our burden : Give ws foe of - 2 4 
*< imperfections of all our beſt 'performatices 55, Wh 
« needs no leſs a Sacrifice than the B d Init 


T - _ 
bat 


« gon of Chriſt, to waſh them fom thi guilt th a 


<« would damn us, if we had'1 

« for; Give us a ſenſe of thy G wo 

ro thy-walk and finful 

*tod iyer unto us the knowl, 7e Col ro willy 

* when we by Nature'are: 

© ta believe it, doſt. give us Light to underſh 2 | 

« and" Faith to aſſent unto it, that 'thy- legs Foly, | 

« Juſt and Good; and-when for all theſe conyietiong. 

<« of thy Truth, our, hearts, the ſeats: of - Rebellio ly, 

<« do oppoſe it in the Love- and Proftce of it, thou 

** art pleaſed toſend down ED ve 

<< Spirit to chaſe. out:-of us thoſe oppoſitio1 

<< corrupted Nature, and to make as willing inthe 

< of thy power, and to ſtrive” with and Fubdue © 

& hegges: (9 any meaſure of the Loye of thy wing 
| an 


| of all our Obedience; wo pg: GEL, -onrs, our 
© 0 defeits, and ro 2orepe and reward what is 
_ porn, 6 Nl 0d ere when Thou workeſt alt 

et rewardeſt Us, as if We had 


ror 95 ie ſting conſiderations of the Will; of 
the Counſels and. Commands of God, we are todefire 
; his V Vil may be- done on Earth as it is Heaven, 
conſideration of both theſe Wills. There 
$ not or Event in the World, but it, falls ont 
1:4 te decerininate Counſel and Fore- t of 
3 and yet'to. the! production of theſe Events we 
Snd a mixture of Actions, that y thwart the 
"Go nd ..of God, -The greateſt'Event, and of thy 
great : ef -Concernments that the World ever knew,orſhall 
Know ; was the Death of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and though' he 
as thugdelivered by the determinate Counſel and fore- 
= Joe of your _—_ the Jews took, and by wicked 
© icified andilew: bim, As 2. 33. The Coun- 
amoſt- Wiſe and Merciful Counſel ;, the 
Boer Frome es. o_ __ _—_ A moſt 
vn n; yet ce of the inſtru- 
' MEN yy 30 way affect the Counſel of Ged, nor the 
| = f God no way Juſtifie the ation of the Jews; 
1 Jeni that theory Curſe that upon their own impreca- 
T _ _ their proſterity unto this 
mts and apon our Children, Matth. 
L B7. 4" The man: dns moſt willingly, 'and though the 
4 F fie God intermingle occurrences, that make the finful 
Þ $500: of men inſtrumental to his Counſels, yet their 
uilt 


Guilt isno i abi date ouk, by: e 
Quiero et -God' hath given thee 


which he hathigiveo,' 7 -_ FF = tothe oy 

Dent. 29.29 anos ſecret things unto the. { wor. | 

God, but thoſe things that are reveale 

$0 our Children for ever. © Ms 

E Therefore, .Q- Lord, teach me to ic bn | '*h 

&« Will of thy: Counſcls, and-to be infſtramental + 

«them z that I may nevertheleſs ever ob 

ap Command; that while I a& thy will, a9 
ture, 1 may never neglect itas a Man or'a Chi i, Al 

« Thy W wiſdom, irt- is true,. can - about hy Co 

+ſels by the ſinful Actiors of mens Prrttota: tu 


« rorneſt the finful motions of 
« Workman.can turn the ſtreans' of. 
< whilſt it moves naturally, it hall bring about | 
« thatare of a higher conſtitution': "Rut furely if thou: 
< canſt make thoſe works of difobedicrice thy: 
<« Providence, much-more cant. thou*uſe* 
< to' the fulfilling of. thy Counſels, that are” 
- oy pm 6 Ne be as _ Wilt ofth 

els is in Heaven Angels » nd Weg 1:4. 
&« Spirits, in ſuch'a way as is ſuitable'tott Fa qd: mw 7 
' « So let thy: Will be-done'on' Earth, that while? reſerve q 
© thy Peovidence, we may nevertheleſs obey thy Will; F- 
” _—_ whiles we cloſely obſerve what thou requirelt, 
* rhar we may Contentedly, \Patiently;”Ches -and > 
<« Thankfully ſubmir unto, and receive what _ nin thy 
« moſt Wiſe Counſel 4iſpenſeſt, * 

Gn 
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the Eord's Prayer. - |. 229. ® 


Give ns this day our daily Bread. 


Mo 3 © Our Saviour diredts us, Matth. 6: 33. to ſeek firſt 
1 #. the Kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and then 


—& promiſeththat the things of this life ſhall be added to 


+ us. And according to the Method of this Doctrige 
and Promiſe, ſo is the Method of this Prayer ; firſt 
Eto ſeek the Glory, Kingdom and' Will of God, and 
then for thoſe things that are neceſſary for our ſelves. 

= And though. he hath promiſed tbat they ſhall be added 


"= ro us, yet he directs to pray for what he hath thus 


—F promiſed to add, And this is the courſe of God's 


Will and our Duty, . that we ſhould beg of God 
28 what be bath certainly promiſed to give. The Promi- 
8 ſes of God, as they are the warrants of our Prayer, 
* + ſo our Prayers are required, though not as cauſes, . 
© ker means of fulfilling his Promiſes. And then 2 
© Promiſe is moſt ſuitable agd fitly performed, when it 
+ is ſued out by our Prayers. When God had promiſed 
-—8— to build the ruined places, and plant that which was 
8 deſolate, and had engaged his own Name and Truth to 
+ 8 perform it, / the Lord bave ſpoken it, and 1 will do.ut, 
© ek. 36. 36. yet requires their Prayers to precede 
= che performance of it ; 7 will yer for this be inquired of, 
LEE bythe houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them ; and that amongſt 
= other, upon theſe Conſrderations. 

— 1. To ſhew our Deperdance upon him : All Crea- 


nt y, tures, as they are eſſentially depending vpon God in 


=F their Being and Preſervation, ſo according to the mea- 
= ſure of their power they rteſtifie that Dependance, 


28. Palm 194. 21. The Toung Lyons ſeck their meat from 
"8 4 God. Pſalm 147. 9. He giveth the Beaſts their food, and 


"20 the Young . Ravens which ory. Ptalm 145. 15. The 
vw Y- Eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou giveſt them their 
" | meat in due feaſon. There is a ſecret and unknown 
; | teſtifi- 
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 *teſtification, even in - the ſenſible Creatures, of their'F- 
= dependance upon God for their liveliboed, and much' 
> moreisrequited, and that rmoſt juſtly from Man : Ic: 
_ -is an atof Mercy. and Bounty for God to promiſe -and 
to give ; and.an a&t of Duty and Recognition for Man 

to eck. _ PF 


© | 2. It brings the Soul more to ſee and toacknowledge / 

.and magnifie that Adercy that is given, when it is firſt} 
 ſTned our from God by Prayer. A Bleſlin obtained # 
upon Prayer carries a more immediate impralics of the 
Liberalicy of God, than when it is given unſoughe/ 

r. | | | | 

 - 3. It makes a Bleſſing the more acceptable, when ob- /#* 
* -., tained; and the more comfortable and conxenting in the ©} k 
- . enjoyment; whena man, together with the Mercy he 


5 X 


SN (ntnty gry, Ip, ante ne ep ey, 


receives, receives alſo a ſenſe of the Mercy and Good: i % 
neſs of Godcoming with it: and as in teſpett- 07.hgg 4 
- concomitance, ſo ic moſt-times falls out, that ſuch Bleſ-"F i 
ſings ſv obtained are more ſuitable, and ſeaſonable, and '&- 
ample, and uſeful, than ſuch as come in ordinary way 
of Providence. 557% 2 
4: Ir fits a man with a better mind to uſe them with i} K« 
Thankfolgeſs unto God, with Sobriety, arid yet with } i 
Cheerfulneſs ; when a man ſhall conſider thar this "Yu 
Blefling I had from the hands of the Almighty God, 'Þ it 
derived to me by that_means that he hath enjoyned, 'F 
Prayer bottomed vpon his Promiſe. The diſturbance 'J 
that grows to any man in any condition is either out -Þ ': 
of a diſproportiva of his condition toa right mind or | 
deſire, or a diſpreportion of his mind to a _— Fal 
fruition : A Bleſling obtained by Prayer ayoids 5 Uh 
it brings a proportionable good to his mind and deſire; *Y in 
and it ſuits. the Mind with a propottionable temper "Yibi 
ro the Bleſſing. -Zccleſ. 6. 4. Solomon tells us of a man is. 
' to whom God: had giyeh Riches and Wealth and "FW 
Honcur, ſo thay he” wanted nothing that his hoot 6 
| ., coul@ 'F-- 
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' coid-defire; 3ydt God: gave him. not Power: to: t 
ercofs the+di Ganipoſire, bE kis - Mind: robbed : poſe 
; fruition 'as..gqually , 61h 09-10 nor hedbikg 'yai 
[1 Wl, g 'gotten heooagr 
- {s-accompanidd with-a Mind to uſe:itcomf, 
'" uly;:Jerfoberly god: bnimbly: - Sin hath Hut 2 
ein;the/Greatures, thar they prove unuſeful-z and 
+ cog aGur&/in; theSobl;..that. it corruprs- ths 
ape Þododondagreager doch: | Nouriſliwent 
c are otcafions of Exceſy:'and 
on pas TE 
i 3 Prov. 30: 9; 
7 we a fay, who is 'the Lord Þ': Prayet 
Bb) Sha icpongl $ of -Godimade a means: td vake' 
| guethe Gu &ftom+;both-;- it -ſanCtifies. the. Creature, 
; oe «4/5 avg Creemure of Ged is ſanttified by; thi 
Ward and Progertty by the! Word bf Command "'givert 
i9.the Creaturecgt make it ſerviceable; and by the word 
| bi omen gixetsto'the uſer 3 and by Prayer” lay 
| tPromife, and: ſainp out that Bleſſing 
14a it; and {it ſanftifies the Heart , 
Keeps = in dependance upon God , in Confidence: in 
him; and-Sobfrigty before him'{ it teacheth him that 
th Bleſngs a, this Life come-from him, are his Blef© 
And: aca; 
rt is tutored to. uſe the with all 
- Thaokfulneſs andiContentedneſs, |. 


; «A Give ut,. "Ke > rg our-Bread, not Pay it ts 29 
. - The beſt Title we have to all our Bleſſings 
4 i bree Gift. God did not,: nor conld. at firſtowe td: 
any thing | its Being 3: and having given a Being to afly-: 
* "Fibing;. be owes it not Preſervation, nor- the means'6f 
>+but the gifrof- the latter isas free as of ther former. ' 

When God ſaid to man, 1» the ſweat of thy Brows'thow 
| 1 Bale: cas thy bread, Gen. 3. 19: He gave.him got" his 

| R . Bread 
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Bread SUES... his Labour, but annexed :his | 
[Teil nd Labour's - the: Curſe of this Life; and'yet 


i is his Mercy thathe = us operon na; 
I0E It. bururoor much more at 

good things r0:tbem this” ark. him ? 
6c Soha nk: Lies ww, Tatle to the: Neceſhries of wy 
\ Life;-/but thy: free:Gift andiBounty3 and” had'1 any, 
yet my continual: _—_ 'do- every” © forfeir that 
<« Title;:: The that begs Bread at my Cor lng 
& a better right to eBcea he beg i. Pon againſt me me, 
© thatpl have tathd:Þread 1 eat, us! 


E therefare befatt thee for the \drevaficles of "Lif | 


< with aN abhorrence and deteſtatiat'sf any-Merit \in 
<< mpdelf todeſervetliem': theyarexhine: before thoy 
« piveſt them; and: they. are not" mie unleſs thou 
< piveſt them ; and-when thou haſt; giventhem'they 
+-ore. {till thine, and 'Bleſfed be a door that Thoy 
©. 2rtpleaſed to give:-them me -for- hyvarking, Nor 
<«g&othi my. asking;of my Bread at'thy Haids' ſerve the 
*.Gifr'of it to me, but it is the means :whichthon haſt 
: | Rnd by thy free protaiſe to. Procare them for 

: Je ok - 

. _ Give 13 OuY Bread. We canndt give it our ſelves, 
of: Good is: not in'oor own hands nor Power'; it is he 
that giveth thee Power to get Wealth, Deir. 8. 16. 19: 
withouthis Bleſſings my Labours and'Projeftions will 
proye fruitleſs, irisvaitnto riſe early,” and 'to-go-to 

d late, Pſalm 127. 2. or if they arrive to acquire the 
Bread Ewant; yer He: can blow upoh it-and make holes 
in-my Bag, Hag: 1.6," 9. can ſend Worths into'thy* 
Manna, -\Exed. 16. 20. or if my Store become not” un- 
ſerviceable. for me,- yet it muſt be'his Bleſſing that muſt” 
ce@ble:me ro cat o it,Eccleſ.5, 19.and 6. 2.1 will there»: 


fare hedroneſtly induſtrious to get' my Bread ; for' it is* 


my. Duty, Gen. 3. 19. [nthe ſweat of thy Brows "how ſhalt 
£4 *y Bread. ButI will not be ſollicitous touching the, 
£83; Event; 
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brat! ? for” hi hath ſaid 1 will it leave thee nor Fieks 


ice, Jeb. 1 3.3. tr if the Providence of God iecon 
y En cara yet. yill not, facrifice to my Net, Hab 

x. 16. or wit owled; Cement bleſs the hand of God 
read, ..; 1ahour and pray to make 


| ny Bread b to ag for Man cannot, live by Bread "alone, 


Lerr. 4, 4. but. by that Way of Bleſſing whereby he 
kes. it why: Qaily 


* .>4% \ 


rea a, yet if thou give it" not ; 

ve bs Coptents neſs 3 for what. cauſe have Ke. ta 

ou nur at the denial of that which thon art, not 

Ip to gy ve? or if. thou turn our daily bread. 2 

refulteſs, or. of Afflition, yet give - 

* is Fa iefice, and we ſhall be able to live upoi this 

d.. Our daily Bread is thy free Gift, agd theres 

« 24s if thou give it not, ir is no injury noL cable of 
+ teptalng, "= 


Thjs Day, ot Day by Day. 


"And why tiot Bread for to Morrow, as well as for to 


- Day ? the reaſon ofthe Prayer is contained in our, Sa- 


viour* s Commands, Matth. 6: 32, Takg no thought for 


$71) morrow: 'And the reaſons of that Command are 


theſe E} 

-.1; To keep us ina continual Dependance upsn Cod, | 
ad this our Saviour enforceth upon the conlideration 
f the vety;Fowls, Matth. 6. 26. They ſow not, peirher 
» they reap, nor gather into Barns, yet your Heaven! 

Father feedlth them ;, and that in due /ca/on, Plalm 145; 


nd are ye not much better than they ? When. Elias 


was at God*s immediate Finding, the Ravens. brought 
him Meat in the Wilderneſs at ſeaſonable times. Sup- 
plies beyond neceſſity of the preſent are apt to make 
us Either vainly profuſe, or vainly confident. . An 

t we _ go the Prodigal, Lak. 1 5. _ 
that 


——_ Meditations wpon. 


that would have all his Portion at once. that veſenged 
to him ; he waſted it in riotous living, which he di 

not before, when his Fathers Care meaſured out his 
Supplies according to his Exigencies and Occaſions. 
An inſtance of the latter-we have in the' Rich Man, 
Luke 12, When his Store out-grew his Receipt, ſo 
that he projecteth the building of greater Barns; he 
then ſets up his reſt; Thos haſt much goods laid up for m 

years 3 Eat, Drink, andbe Merry. Iſrael was. in leis 
danger when he fed as it were from Hand to Mouth in 
the Wilderneſs, than when he had eaten and was full ; 
when his Herds and Flocks, and Silver and 'Gold 
were multiplied, then his Heart was” in danger 'ta 
be lifted np and fo forget, God, Det. 8. 3, 13, 14. 
And accordingly it proved ' when Jeſuru waxed fat, 


he kicked, and forſook the Lord 'which' made him, and 


Py 


lightly eſtcemed the Rotk of his Salvation, Det. 32.15, 
And ſuch -is the baſeneſs and falſeneſs 'and pride 
of our Hearts, that could we have'our turn” ſerved by 
any-other means, than from the hands of God, we 
would neyer ſeek unto him : and when we have any 
thing beyond the exigence of our preſent Condition, 
we preſently make that our confidence. ' We. had ra- 


ther be beholding toany thing than to him, and rather Þ 
truſt in any thing than in him. Therefore' in great |. 


Condeſcenſion to the waywardneſs of our Natures, he 
is often pleaſed to keep the Treaſury of outward 
Bleſſings in his own hands, deliver them” out by little 
and little Go to our preſent Exigencies, that ſo 
though the baſeneſs of our Natures will not, yet the 
neceſlities of our Nature and his wiſe Diſpenſation 
enforceth ns to make our often Addreſſes ro him to 
beg oor Bread of him, as often as we have neceſlity 


" To Eat, that thereby we may learn to depend upon 


. 


him. 5 
* 2- Thovgh our fooliſh hearts cannot thiok ſo, yet - 
certain 
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certain it is, that 'God is the beſt Treaſurer of his 


. own Bleſlings for us. He husbands them better for us 
; than we can our ſelves ;  diſpenſeth them with more 
* Prudence, Seaſonableneſs, Convenience, than if - they 


were at our. taking. He knows what proportion-is 
fitteſt, what time & ſonableſt: and therefore we are 


raught by this part of this Petition to truſt God with 


his own Bleſſings, and with the diſpenſing of them. 
Our Father is a Wiſe 'and Merciful Father, and we 
are fooliſh and inconſiderate Children. ' Let us truſt 
him- with our Portion , it ſhall. certainly be þetter 
managed in his Hands than in ours. Though he gives 
not out to day what is fit for to Morrow, yet he 

the ſame ſtore and Mercy and Wiſdom to Morrow 
that be hath to day, or had yeſterday. And if he gives 
me enough for this day upon my Petition, what need 
I trouble my ſelf about to Morrow ? When to morrow 
cotnes I will beg it, as I did to day; and I doubt not 
but he will deal as bountifully to Morrow as he hath 
done this day. Therefore I will beg to day for the 


' bread of this day. and beg to Morrow Bread for to 


Morrow, and not anticipate my Duty by begging to 
day Bread for to Morrow. | 
3. Toputus inMind of our Mortality. Why ſhall 


I be ſolicitous for to Morrow, when I know not how 


God will diſpoſe of me before to Morrow comes ? Who 
can tell what a day may bring forth ? I will wait there- 
fore all my appoints time till my change cometh, Job 
14. 14. and if God ſpare me my Life till to Morrow, 


_ It will be then ſeaſonable to beg Bread for that Life, as 


L have done for this day. 
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i= 222 Our Didily Bread, of 
m Bread, - We have herein theſe Two Conſiders 
Yiods ti 55 —_ 


i 1; The Extent of it : Bread is the Staff of. Life, 
the Strength of Life, - Pſalm 104. 15. Bread which 
ſr engtheneth mans heart. - If this be wanting, it makes 
a Famine, though there be a ſupply of other things ; 
and if this be had, the want of other things may be 
born z. and therefore it comprehends all the convenzen- 
ces fqr the ſupport of our Natures ; Ha. 55. 2. Where- 
-fore. do. ye ſpend your money for that which is not Bread ? 
Pſalm 132. 15. 7 will abundantly bleſs ber proviſion, and 
ſatisfie her poor with Bread. So that when I beg my 
Daily. Bread, -1 beg for all the Conveniences for the 
ſupport of my Life. Y 
2.. Fhe Reſtrition of it : Our Saviour teacheth us 
to pray:for Food for our Neceſlity and'Conveniency, 
not f&yloar Curioſity or Superfluity ; and, with Agur,to 
defireFood convenient for us, Prov. 30. 8, The 1ſra- 
elites had their daily ſupply of Bread from Heaven 
andxhey.were not contented, but tempted God and 
asked Meat for their Luſts, Pſalm 78. 18. eAnd they 
were not eſtranged from their Luſts, but while the meat 
was - yer i13 their mouths, the wrath of God fell upon them, 
A Petition for Supplies to be conſumed upon our Luſts, 
is with more mercy denyed than granted, Fames 4. 3, 
When-we are to ask for Temporal Supplies, our Savi- 
our teacheth us in this Petition, Modeſty, Moderation, 
and "Contentation ; if we have' Food and Rayment, 
therewith to be content ; not but that abundance is a 
Bleſſipg, and ſuch as wherein God not only allows, but 
requires a cheerful and thankful uſe,Deut.28.47. Becauſe 
thou ſerveſt not the Lord thy God with joyfulneſs and 
gladneſs of heart for the abundance of all - . == —_ | 
| ore 
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the. Lords. Prayer: * $37 
bundance are Bleſſings of God, ſuch as we .mbpſt re- 
ceive with -Thankfuinefs, and uſe-with Cheerfulneſs, 
Sobriety, and-Liberality: - But we have no promiſe t0 
be Rich or to;haye Abundance; - if God gives. it, be 
1s better than his Promiſe , and we have great cauſe 
therein to bleſs his Names but we have a Promiſe of 


| fre ſhalt: thaw: ſerve thine Enemies, &c: , Wealth and 


ſupply of our neceſſities of Nature, and the Promiſe 
O 


God is the foundation of eur Prayer... We have 
commiſſion to pray for Bread, not fox Delicacies or Su- 
perfluities. Theſe, if given, may be lawfully, and muft 
be thankfully uſed ; but if 'not given, we muſt .live 
contentedly and thankfully without them. God knows 
what proportion beſt fitteth us, and if he gives .us our 
daily.Bread, he gives us as much as we have a commilſ- 
fion toask ;-and yet by asking only for daily Bread, we 
are not bound to ask meerly for the neceſlity of the 
ſupport of Life, but for a comfortable and convenient 
ſupport. according to that - condition wherein' God's 
Providence hath placed us. That may be Bread to 
ones Meal for his Convenience, which may be Quails 
to anothers Meal for his Lufts.  And- this variety may 
ariſe by the difference of ſtations or degrees (_that 
may be but Bread for Solomon's Table, which may 
be Quails for a meaner perſon: ) the difference of re- 
lations and dependencies , the difference of tempers 


_ and conſtitutions of body , - the difference of ſeaſons 


and occurrences. There may be a Seaſon when our 
Lord gives us a commiſſion to-eat whatſoever our Soul 
deſireth, ſo it be done before the Lord, and as in his 


| | rye Dent. 14. 26. And there is a Seaſon when 


2ying of -Oxen, and killing Sheep, and eating; Fleſh, 
iz an iniquity'not to be purged, . 1/a. 22. 12, 13, 14+ 
The Wile God, that ordereth and diſpoſeth all times, 
and perſons, and circumſtances, 'doth with the ſame 


Wiſdom fir them with ſuitable Concomitants and Ad- 
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londts;' He hath made eyery thing beautiful in its time; 
Ecclef. 2.15, 1 +2 m—_ t 


- 


But. befide this Bread for our Bodies; there is Bread 
or our Souls, which comes under this -Petition-: - The 


Bread of Life, and the Warer of ow + John 6: 33. 
this is the Life of our- Sou. ' And: as much 'as. the 
Good and Support and Life of our Souls is of more 


concerniment to us, than the Life of our Bodies, ſo is 


the Bread of our Souls of more concernment for us to 
ask, than the Bread of our Bodies : this; is Chrs/,John 
6: 34. Iam the Bread of Life, he that cometh to me ſhall 
never hunger, and he that belzeveth on me ſhall never thirſt. 
Bread, like the Widow's Barrel of Meal, that ſhall 
never diminiſh unto all Erernity. This Bread our Lord 
hath been pleas\d already to give,Chriſt and his Fulneſs; 
and nothing is wanting if we have but a hand to receive 
jt. And this Bread we cat when we believe the Truth 
of God concerning him z when we often conremplate 
ppen the Mercy of God in giving him; and upon 
' that mighty Salvation which.in him he hath 'given us ; 
when we have often recourſe unto” him. for Grace and 
Mercy ; when we carry unto him all our ſtock of Love, 
and Admiration,: and Dependance and Recumbence, 
and Reſolntion of Spirit. And here we find Bread 
for our Souls in the moſt comprehenſive latitude , ac- 


eommodate to every condition of the Soul : Here is - 


Bread to feed and to ſtrengthen ir, © the' Grace and 
Spirit of Chriſt ; Phyſick to cure. and recover it, the 
Satisfaftion and Meric of Chriſtz Varieties to feaſt 
and to refreſh it, the Promiſes of God, Joy in the be. 


lieving, nnſpeakable and full of Glory ; *Bread that ' 


will ſatisfie, 'yer never ſatiate ; but the more we feed 


ppon bim the greater is our plenty, and the better our | 


Stomach. 
. Jo conclude then the whole conſideration of this 
Petitiqn z When | pray for my daily Bread, my yoo 
| ; _ OLE 
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$ free Gift, and therefore I come'to thee for my Bread 


 * to Morrow ; and becauſe thau haſt promiſed, that 


-*and ingiving me more than enough, Iam but a Stew- 


# 


the Thrd's Prayer. . © 5 Uh 

uld run .into ſuch thoughts as theſe : 
& O'Lord, thou diſt at firſt freely give me my Be- 
& ing, I could not deſerve it” when I was not: The -- 
* ſame Title that 1. have to my Being, I have to my 

* Preſervation and Support of my Being ; it isRill 


£© upon no-other terms, than as.a poor Beggar to'a 
& moſt bountiful Lord. And becauſe thon baſt com- 
6 manded me to caſt my Care upon” thee, therefore I 
« ſeek my Bread of thee for this Day which thou haſt 
* hitherto lent me. 1 defire to- tryſt thee with my | 
& portion, and it is my happineſs that my Portion 'is F 
* not in my own Hands, but in thine. Give therefore " 
« F pray thee, Bread for this day, and when to Morrow 
& comes, I will beg Bread of thee for to Morrow, 
Fc and if thou giveſt me this day ſupplies beyond the 
«© expence of this day, I will uſe it thankfully -, and 
« never the leſs dependingly;; for I will renew my Pe- 
* tition for niy daily Bread, ſtill, It is thy Bleſlin 
* that gives my Bread power to nouriſh me. A 

* that which is Bread to day, and ſufficient for to mor- 
© row, may without thy Bleſſing upon it, like the 1ſrae- 
i /;tes Manna, kept beyond thy Command, be Worms 


& verily I ſhall be fed, P/alm 37. 3. Upon that promiſe 
« of thine I beg food and cloathing convenient for me. 
® If thou giveſt me no more, or not ſo much, give 
«* me Contentedneſs,and Thankfulneſs, and if thou gi- 
E veſt me more,give me Thankfulneſs for it,Sobriety in 2 
© theuſe of it, and Liberality in the diſpenſing of it. 
© In giving me but enough, I am' Steward for my ſelf; 


* zrd'of that abundance for others. But above all, E- 
® yer give me of the Bread of Life, that whilſt my Body 
# is fed, my Sonl may not be ſtzrv'd, either for want F: 
*of that Everlaſting bread;or for wart of an appetite -j 
to it. ; | And J 
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yrs Ard fargive u8 our Debts, Matth. 6; 
2 +4 4, Our Sins, Luke 11. 


;-. Sins. Weare all under the guilt of Sin. No man 
lives and. fans not, Eccleſ. 7. '20. If we ſay we. have 
yo.fm, we deceive -0ur. ſelves, x John 1. 8, God made 
dan Righteous NR gp gave bim a ry C0Ms 
w,and in as much as A4an owed an infinite ſubjettion 
Pos Author of his Being, he owed ar Exatt Obe- 
dience to.the-Law. of his Maker : yet.God was pleaſed 
$0 give him thi Law, not only as the Rule of his Obe« 
dience, but .4s 4 Covenant of Life and of Death; 
wiz. that fo long as he and his Seed ſhould obſerve 
| 4s Law, fo long they ſhould enjay bleſſedneſs and 
mmortality ; and. if. they ſhould break any part of 
that Law, they ſhould Die the Death. Thbe firſt man 
made a ſtipulation for bimſelf and his Poſterity, and: this 
was but juſt ; for he had in himſelf the Race of all 
Mankind - all ſucceeding Generations are but pieces 
of eAdam, who had not, * nor could have their Being 
but from him ; . and ſo it was but Reaſonable and Juſt 
for him to contract for all his Poſterity. -And as it 


was juſt ia reſpeCt of the Perſon contradifting, ſo it ' 


was juſt in reſpeCt of the Manner of the Contratt : the 
Law that was his covenant was a juft andrighteous Law; 
a Law ſuitable to the indowments and power of hi? 
Nature : Again, the Bleſſedneſs, which by his Obedi- 
ence he was to hald, was not of his own creating nor 


obtaining z it wasthe free gift of God, and it--1s but 


reaſonable that the Lord of this gift might give it in 
what manner -he pleaſed ; and.it could not be unjuſt 
that the Lord,+ that gave him this Bleſſedneſs ſhquld 
give it him under what Conditions he pleaſed : but /he 
gaveit him under moſt reaſonable.and juſt Conditions, 
viz. an Obedience ta 2a maſt juſt and reaſonable Law, 
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e did no more than what was moſt-Juſf toy 
'to do. And thus we ſtand Goilty ofthar Sin which 
'ouy firſt Father committed, and af deprived of- that 
'Bleſſedneſs and Life whichour firſt Father had ; and che 
Privation of that Bleſſedneſs and Immortality is Deaths 
Ram..$. 12. By one Man Sin enired into the World, and 
death by Sip ; and Verſ. 19. By one Man's diſobedience 


'Poſtetity, he 


nary per made Sinners 1 Cor 15.22, In Adanj alt gie, 


by this Sin of Adam al were made Sinners, by thels 
tmo ways. | = 
' I, By tual partivipation of this Diſobedience; far 


we were then in him: but that. is nat all, for. upon 


that reaſon every Man ſhould ſtand guilty of all the 
Sins committed by ay of his Progenitors ſince Adam, 
which ſeems not to agree with the , Profeſſion of  Al- 
mighty God, Ezek. 18. 20. The Son ſhafl not bear. the 
Tniquity of the Father, But the caſe is not alike ; for 
Adam was created in integrity and perfettion, 1n an 
ability to perform the Law, -and ſo' was a fit perſon to 


ſtipulate for his Poſterity..2. And as. he was a perſon 


valified, ſo the Coyenant was made between God 


% 


and him, both for him and his Poſterity; And, 3,As we 
ſuffer in the penalty of his Diſobedience,ſo we had en= 
jayed the benefit of his Obedience,if we had come into 
the World with the fame Libercy of Will, 'and Integri- 
ty,and Perfetion of Nature that he had : But all theſe 
are wanting in any other Perſon in the World. 1. A de- 
fect of Natare is gane aver all, that none is fit to ſti-, 

ulate for himſelf and his Poſtericy. No ſuch contract 
hath been at any time made between God and any other 


Man, 


| 2. By aneccfſary Conſequence ; for- God having juſtly. 
 Fithdrawn from May bis Bleſkdneſs and PerfeRion,, 
Analal "Ini 
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God was. pleafed 'to communicate to Man a Being in 
- the Eſſence of a Man; and to communicate unto hin 
adegree of Purity, Immortality, Wiſdom, and Per- 
fe&ion beyond the compaſs of his Natural Subſiſtence: 
but this latter was communicated to him under .a Co. 
verant, which when he broke he loſt, and 'not only loſt 
that, but even ſtained, and corrupted, and imbaſed 
that very Being, that after he had tinned, he retained. 
And this is the . old Man corrupt, according to the 
deceivable Luſts, Epheſ. 4. 22. A Body of Death, 
Rom. 7. 24. And this Depravation of our Nature wag 
followed with the continual Corruption, and at laſt 
with the Diſſolution of Nature : and that not only in 
thoſe who had ſinned after the ſimilitude of ' Adam's 
Tranfgreffion, by an aftual breach of an Expreſs Law, 
Rom. 5 - 14. But in all that-were' partakers of Adam's 
corrupted Nature; even Infants ; and ſo Death paſſed 
over all. : | 

And as thus we partake of Original Sin as well by 
being virtually aQors in it, as alſo by derivation of a 
corrupted Nature ; fo this corruption of our: Nature 


produc'd in all our Lives continued and renewed 


Atual Sins, the Conceptions of Luſts, James 1..15. 


And theſe Atul Sins, according to the difference of ' 


thoſe Commands of God, which are violated, are 
- Either Sins of Omiſſion, or of Commiſſion : and hoth 
come under the extent of this Petition, by the name 


of Sins or Treſpaſſes, Zuke 11. by the name of Debts, 
Hatth. 6. For we owe unto God duty and Obedience, 


and every Violation of that Duty leaves us ſa_ much 
indebted unto God - the leaſt of which is impoſſible. 


to he paid when once incurred; becauſe it is ae | 
| | or 


and Sin having corrupted and imbaſed his Nature, we | 
'by propagation from him derives corrupted, depraved. 
Nature, full of impotence, and rebellion, and diforder; 
Job, 14. 4. Who car bring & clean thing out of an unclan?} 
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the Lord's Prayer. 4 
t not to have. been, - which hath 


-” So then all are concluded under Sin, Gal. 3.22. and 


was 

laſt I conſequently under guilt, the effect of Sin; conſequent- 
7 inf. ee death, and a curſe, the wages of 'Sin. And this 
wm's mn,Guilt and Curſe is {6 cloſely bound to every one of 


# 4an's Poſterity.that there is no poſlibility in the beſt 
1m's | of thein to deliver themſelves from it : therefore, Q 
Rd Lord, teach us to pray... 


« 1 
4 
I 


MET; : .. ANON 

'# * ©: Waka | Eb 
ure | * Forgiveneſs. is an” act of Free Grace, whereby our 
red | offended God freely, and without any Merit of ours, 
IS. ts the Sin, the Guilt and Puniſhment ; the Per- 
of 'Þ| ſon offended is he only that can forgive - the role. 


are | was true though . miſapplied, Mark 2. 7. Who can 
Th | forgive * Sins but God only? and . Forgiveneſs is 
me; Þ| att at of moſt free Mercy and nothing of Merit in the 
fs, | Perſon forgiven ; Iſaiah 43. 25. 7. even 1 am he, that 
CE, | Merech out thy Tranſgreffions for my own ſake, and will riot 
ch | remember thy Sins. Miſery, which is tht effet of 
le } Sin, is the Obje&t of Mercy, but it is not the Deſert 
Je} of it, eſpecially when that very Miſery, under which ' 
or : —_ ; , we 


Mlb »- 


as 


by onr. felves,. and not 
Miſzry, a Miſc Freeors "With tu pidity hc 
ſerſſeſneſs, with averſion and bÞppoſition S tae 
God, and chat very Mercy, that ſhould nA Vs, 
God commends rhe Treeneſs ahd filneſs of his Goo 
neſs to us, bo, "raking 'that ſeaſon to be Mercifi 
Hen our <0 ition i” hoſt Wale nit bf e 

our Mifery Gees. his Piry : E ee. 16. 6, gory 


whto thee, when thou waſt in 2, ;" yes, 
od. pF : = Five 


BC unto thee when thou lt 
Forgiveneſs is 4þus oroget In, 
idfinitely bound to we and _ S hs Amer or. . 
Being, . moſt. ung eully nneceſlarily 
apainſt -him, therely incurte{ 
Evertafting Corſe of ge nol Wi True G6: 
feited his Belin; gh Man had de 


& himſelf, Altdig a wy_, a; Ps own free. Will 
withont atiy Vihar Morlve, gt d by. his own "Holt 
Yo. 


te Wiſdom, contrived a w Wacteby his 
exatt Truth and Juſtice =___ be” Fatieies; and yet 
his Creature ſaved, and his Mercy and Goodneſs 
might be Infinitely evidenced biito Men and Angels 
By an Everlaſting Covenant £ ale. the - Father and 
the Son, the Son he rm me  otir Nature, abd 
offer ir, up' as. dns. Nor a, ib: Si for” ever,  Hcb.. 
10. 12, This hb that Myſtery: hid: ob Apes and. 
Getierations'; the Myſtery thar the F190 of Got: ta 
look into, 1 Pet, 1. 12, The Great. vitery 
lines, God: mabifeſted in the Fleſh, i Tim, 3 
The great end of the Creati6r>0f an, And by. cs 
Sacrifice thus freely given by our. « ffended Lo 
have Pr "_y — emiſſion of our. Nay 
wp . 7. Colo. 1. xa Pardon, thus, freely: 

ven by the Father, th4 7a thus dearly bought 

the Son, is with abundance df Love and* Graces 
pro: 


Or ieapiey witfutly 6 i Eg 
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/ proclaitted and 'tendred unto all, in. all the Wo 
That will but come in,” and enter into Coyenarit wit 
'God in Chriſt, Jer. 31. 34: 1 will forgive *rheir iniquity 
avd will remember their Sin no more. And althoug vote 

- one Sacrifice of Chriſt, offered up once for all 


' full atisfaction for all the Sins of his Elett, ro t 16 


_ 


=_ 
an 


- . rt <P . * 
. *- 
* * ” 
4 
OS 
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7 end airy Walk, * = ſame Eternal Contra 
"fe that made it ſo, did. IKewl c appoint certain LN PF 
TY | attually fro apply © ; and make it cffeftyit to vs, of Faith 


wo 


«, | to lay hold upon it. And in as much as, notwithſtand- 
ve. | ing our giving up our Names to Chriſt, many renewed 
daily ſins are committed by us, our..Loxd. teach- 
'eth ta reſort daily to this Sacrifice, this Mz zine of 
Mercythis Fountain opened to waſh for ſin and for un, 
cleannefs, thence to fetch new applications of this, ons 
Sacrifice of - our renewed offence, "and to beg our pats 


al. 
"_ 


F 


don as often as we'beg onr Bread. _... 
£:9 . 1. We have the true Original Forgiveneſs, the 
off, # Free Love of God, which gave Chriſt as the Sicriace, of 
ref | Sin, and accepted that Sacrifice as the Price of our. Fa - 
eſs | don: So God loved the World, that he. gave his only $3 
$1 rorren Sort,” that whoſoever believed in him ſhould not pe ſb, 
nd | Fat have everleſting. Life, John 3, 16. 4G. 

? . 2: We have the Meritorious Cauſe of it, that Sagri=, 
» _ fice of Chriſt, whereby Pardon 'is impetrated, "Fr as 
nd $ many as lay hold upon it. BY PR en" 
ta | . © 3- The AR, which that Eternal. Counſel appointed 
d- {| to be the Means of the” altual Application of it to-the, 
6. | Soul; receiving of the Pardon - tliug _ offered. - To., ar 
his. | . 19477 2s received him, to them, &6., John 1.; 12. 


= T4 


5 Y 

ve. | we” live and moye,--and have or. Being .by Gods 

is, | -and*his- Will, and Providence ; yet, the fanie Will, o 

ly, | bis hath appointed the means, whereby. that Wl of 

by bis'is accompliſhed, our daily Bread, aftd” the ..uſe of 
4 | ic: 50 although from God,” wE haye our Pardon, 

"2 yet 
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246 RE pow | 
oy the nem iid et of his hath appointed Faith In ys 


pr pain 3nd the  Eſicacy of Ph an, fnltrw. | | ; 


ment for that purpoſe, depends likewiſe upon the. ſame | 


Will of God, which hath ſo appointed. . When 


neſs, God commanded o/c to. erett a brazen Serpent 
oy Cure, Numb. 21. $. But although the Diving 
Will had ainexeda power of healing unto that Serpent 


inſtrumentally, yet the ſame Will appointed the attual | | 


application of 'that Power, to the looking upon that 


the}. 
1/r aelites were bitten » with fiery Serpents in the Wilder: | py i 


nt: -Every one that is bitten, when be fry # . pon. 


TO hat live : S9 though by the Et of .G 
a" Pardon is obtained by the ie Erna Ts, 


ſame'Will of his hath appointed Faith in Chriſt, 


1 of Ghet yet the. 
the, 


means of receiving of that Pardon; and yet this: very: 


feansis not in our own Power,but it is the gift of God; 
John' 6. 44. No Man can come unto ME, except the Father 


draw bim. 


ofis of ſin committed or renewed. r ge; 
which as it. doth 'maſt naturally, flow fro from the £ Seal oh 
fin, and of Pardon impetrated. by by Chrift OS 
Divine inſtiturion,” it, is required to apply that von 
attually ta the Soul: . 3nd. it; is a hig Mercy of God, 
fo'grant ir for the 2King; and an {es hos of a Proud: 
unbelicving Heat; rv think to haye, it. without: and, 
whenſoever the Spirit and the Word, of God, hath 
wronght in a man a belief of, and. in the” Sacrifice of, 


"2. 'The renewed Exerciſe of chat AZ, u s npog occaſi-. i» 
0 


Chriff, the ſame'Spirir doth work in-the Heart adefire 


it; which is nothin "Bk but the Prayer of the.Mind; 


forte maketh ws 
Rom. 8. 27." And herein we therefore ies. two things \; 


21. Our Duty," Our Sins are mat nd daily, even. i 


Mon according to,the Will of God,, 


after we have Ave up.our Naines a Ghrift: Tf we. 


ſo we have ng ſm, ul Beceive "OY felve,, 1 John 1. 8.: | | 


And | 
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| Þ pardon, Jer. 3. 12. Return thou backſliding Iſracl, and 
S I'wll 


Toft 7 


es Me ” I \ x; 'S 
oe - " a” * 4 = ' x # 
= EE. Ag - » c 0 - + 48 eg > 
x jo FT, b L , p : » © +» 
4 x8 7 =... 
C » £ ew 
- : + : 
L L * 
k * 
C - 4 
\ : . : 


Y: Chsiſt baths ſatisfied for 


n-been.. bitten by a fiery Serpent, he might look 


3 - ypott the brazen Serpent and live ;. and had: he been 
"Y binen again, be muſt have looked again, or elſe he had 
"G1eQt IT IS. 


: ſo with us, only here is the-odds z the Man 
Mc had ben. once cured, if bitten again, might 


perchance, not} have looked again upon the Serpent, 
and ſo have died: but it is otherwiſe here; the , a 


Principle of; Life,. .that abiding Seed, 1 Fobn 3. 3, 


It did at. firſt make- bim to ſeek, and ſue to Chriſt 
his ; firſt aRual Pardon, will after a fall, a-re- 


I a wed Sin, ſend the Soul to this Fountain, for a new 


2 of application, of that cleanſing and pardoning 5 


-he.catnot commir Sie, that is lie in it, without recourſe 
20.God for Pardon 


auſe his Seed abideth- in him, 


- 


" 4 Jobn 2. 8. 


0 Owr. Privilege. If any Man Sin, we have an 
Agypcate, 1 Fon 2.1.,an Advocate that knows the 


A@AQGV | 
"mind of - our Judge, and out of that knowledge, hath 
4avghc. us, as ofcen as-we beg our Bread, to beg our 


Pardon, and. that;with aſſurance that we ſhall be heard, 


if we do it 10. Faith and Sincerity 3-1 John 1. 9, He 5s 
Faithful end Fuſt to forgive, It is the Proclamation of his. 
Name, Exod. 34. 7..  Forgiving Imquity, Trenigofen 
and. Sin, It is his Promiſe, Jer. 31.34: Jr. '33-8.1 
will, forgive their Inigquity, and remember their \Sin mv... 
anvre-: . Even. to 2 revolting. and backſliding Creature, 
upon true. Repentance,z 1laiah 56. 7. - Leer rthe-wicked 
 finſake bis way,.and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
' det: bim return; ung the Lord, and be, will have mercy 
#por. him, and to our. God, for. he mill abundantly. 
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-World'to reſtore:in-Man the loſt Image'vf 'God-'-And:F- 
when, Peter asked him, Matth: 18. 21. ' How of6 ſhall my 
Brother fin againſt me, and I forgive him, tlÞ ſeven times! | 
Feſtus ſaid untobim, I ſay not nnto chee; tl ſeven times but 


#5 W.. 
1 


1 will not cauſe ming anger to fall upenyuli 3 for 1 nw 


only acknowledge thine Iniquity. | Ghriſt came into the I. 


#ill ſeventy times ſeven tiznes. Andſurely that Mercy,that Y 


Chriſt required in a poor mortal 'Man, ''is infinitely ful- 
ler in the merciful God, who delights?In' Mercy - and 
Forgiveneſs : Only remember, ' © - - DI 


.- 1, To take heed of Preſamptuous Sins, Premeditated Y - 
Sins, Sins againſt knowledge, and againſt convictiong, 


Sins with a preſuppoſition of Pardon,Deur.29. 19. That 


ſhall bleſs himſelf in bis heart, ſaying, T Thall have peace; | 


thouply-] walk in the Imagination- 0 belrt. The Lord 
_ ſpare bim. Thiele 4 


2. Makea frequent and ſerious Examination 
_ paſt Actions; (meaſure them by rhe Rulevf the Woth 


of God ; and find out that accutſed* thitg, whatſoever 


ir be, that is difpleaſing\to him;:* ſo- ther, as much s 
'may be, thou may?ſt diſtinctly,and with #eference to pa! 

ticular ſins; or faults,or failings, pray oyer this Petitzoh. 
.*Fhere is not a-day, but by a wary obfervatian;\ thou 
wilt-not only find ageneral indiſtin& diſtemper, which 
is tobe the ſubjc& of this requeſt + but particular, ſpe- 


'cial, eminenc Evils, char deſerve a 'parricular refle&tion I 


-ppon-them, inthe repetition. of+ this Petition. *Zer'ws 


»fearch' and try our mays, and turn"to the "Lord our God: 


And co-this end, 


| e,though they cantiot exceed the Y. 
Mercy-of God to Pardon them, they many times ſhut F: 
and ſeal up the Soul againſt Pardon,bard'ning the heart. 
to a great difficulty,if not a final impoſſibility of Repen-YF*: 
tance; and by that means the Soul is diſabled, with'any 
comfortable ground'or aſſurance t6 beg\Pardon, with» Y 
out; the great Metcy of God to ſoftetsthar heart ag | 8 
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y the Lord's Prayer: 249 
K ©: 3. 'Endeavonrtokeep thy Conſcience always Wakeful, 
'$ Viligant, Tender';be contentts liſten to her Chidings; 
he” F ſhe ſeldom: quarrels without a cauſe : bur ſuppreſling, 
| checkiog, and* ſtifling the language of. Conſcience, 
yS makes her at lageither fullen, or ſenſlefs, or' ourra- 
- pious,” A vigilant Conſcience” will prevent thee fron 


 Y -many': fins 3 *bur- if tit donor, it will: rell:thee of rhety, 

it Y -aad bring thee upon 'thy knees, and make this Peticion 

+ Y feaſonable, and a- Pardon gotten thereupon acceptable 

und F and comfortable 1-for how \can that! Man, ' with' any 
'-* * ſenſe beg Pardon for a fin, when' he ſcarce finds himſelf 

ted F Fenſibly. : guilty; of -any ? This/Petition is delivered up 


. | —_, and*coldly, and fraitleſly, by ſuch a pers 
| $93, $UF-PBOTL, (11.2534 £4.41 J 1.230087 
«ct, | 7x,” Give God the Honour of his Juſtice, even''whai 
ord } "thou ſueſt for the benefit of this Mercy, in aggravarion 
che Y bf +by | {x2 ro\the':due- beight; "iy owning Tahwsejon 
F and-utrer rejection, as the juſt ' reward 'of every: ſinz 
3 bumble thy 'Soul/ truly and deeply for it. This will 
Y | inake thy Prayer! earneſt,/and-thy: Pardon dear ; it gives 
any} ' £0/God che Honour of his Juſtice, and the Glory of his 
ic. & Afevrcy /which i5 alk che Tribute thou canſt/payunrohim 
F | for'his free Goodneſs, in giving thee that Pardon, with- 

F our which thou -wert eternally loſt. '- > 2123 2P4 1 
40/5, Give thy) Mediator" the Honour and End of 
thy Redempmribns. - Phy Saviour died, ir is true; to 
abtain thy Pardon, but wilt thou continue in ſin, that 
+ Grace py bound? fin, that thou may'ſt be pardoned ? 
andrenew thyi fins; that God'-may renew his- Pardon? 
"Sed forbids Thowtdoſt, as much'tas in 'thee lyeth, 
iat the 'EadÞvf 'Chriſt's Death, who! therefore 
died, that/ 'he:migtic redeem-untd -bimfſelf a Peculiar 


tion © People zeatous of Good Works. Let  che'begginig 
rr |} ofithy Pardongbs ever accommpanied-with a reſolation 


04: } hot: tooffend” again'z- otherwiſe God; thar ſers 4hy 
4 $+ heart, looks" upon. thy asking '6f 'Pardon, as a” | 
10 SNL $ 2 al 
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250 Meditations-upou.. 


and more impudent, and preſamptoons fn, then that Þ 


6, Upon the diſcoyesy: of any particulac+ Sin, wh 


i11.a- ſpecial manner.; concerns thee, 'beware :of theſe | 


x Fd 


things: $ "PF: £219 Is 4.2 | cole 
*:;-1, Sleeping in + it, - without recourſe to -God:;:fee 


Pardon for ic; or ſlipping over it in the: Pgayer without 
a- particular Animadyerhon. upon /it,:; Be content-to. 


open- this Sore: the longer it is: kept, covered, the 


worſe it. is. Thou muit know thatieyery ſin is _ ' 
0 


before God with a point of a Diamondz:and tho 
thou art contented to forgive: it,;or:by, incurſion; of 
time to wear out the remembrancey..or at: leaſt the 
hcrror, of it z yet itis written, and thou ſhalt be ſure 
to-dear. of ic, and the longer ic'contingues)} the harder 
thy.heart grows; and the deeper doththeCanker and 
Stdin:of that Sin, work and ſpread into'thy: Scul zi ahd 
the more difficully is thy, Partlon-obtaires, and yet the 
Ie6-earneftly ſought. ' It isa ſecret-Cuiſe m thy Boſam; 
thet makes all thy Services to. God: unacceptable and 
unſavory;and who;can tell:when the-Dectee:may- come 
our, wren this Sin; will- ripen-intd ar-etminent, Judgs 


ment ?;Therefore clear thy-account with-Ged betimes; | 


ler not the guilt of a Sin lie: long upany; Conſcience, 
' bur! 'make thy Peace betimesz ſue ous:-thy Pardon 
lpecdilyc Thou krnowsſt:not whit acday; way. bring 
| forth. | 


to beg thy Pardon; till thou haſt humbled: thy Hearr; 


and-put-ir into a. fit; frame .to. come-into the-preſence: 


of. God, -till thou haſt got a ſenſe: thac-dr is /an-evl 
thing, and a bicter, £9 departifrom;him;z:ajll:chou haſt 
crept i thy Swiour's Feer for his Blood:to- waſh'ghee; 
3nd; foe his Righteouſneſs to coves thee;rand- for/his 
YFediation to : bring thee, otherwiſe a defied; >polluted 


Cieaure, into his Farher's: preſence, under his Patro+ | 


nage; 


e : - 8.4 
0..£0bygT vi 41634: 
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' 2. Yet after Sin freſhly. committed;:fallnot preſently- 
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pierced; and been aſhamed before hins-of thy 
wiſcarriage z.and attet rhy Faich upon his All-ſafficient 


fatisfaction ; cill thou haſt tzken* vp! Reſolations of 


future amendment-' and theninthe Name and Mediz- 


' tion | of thy Saviour, fall upon thy knees, and beg thy: 


Pardon. | 
: As we forgive our Debtors, Luke. 12. - For we forgive 


- our Debtors. 


E Here we Learn, | ; 


i 


---#. ' Thatit is our Duty to forgive others, Matth.. 


+18. 21, 22. Upon their Repentance, Luke 17.4. If 


— 


tranſgreſſions of rhe remnant 0 
"not bis anger for ever, becauſe | he' delighteth in Mercy, 


he treſpaſs againft thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven 


: times ' in 4 day turn to thee, ſaying, I repent; thou 
ſhale forgive him : and that upon theſe Conſiderations : 


1. From that conformity that-is, or ſhould be, in our 
Nature, 'to the Nature of God : he is flow to anger, 
and of Great Mercy, Pſalm 145. 8. Who « a God like 


unto. thee, that pardoneth "if; paſſeth bye the 


tage ? He retaineth 


Micah 7.18. And Chriſt coming to renew the broken 


Image of God, in'Man, and to renew him afcer the 


Image of him- that created him, doth enjoin and. im- 


- print this part of the Divine Image, Luke 6. 36. Be ye 


merciful as your * Heavenly Father #s merciful, And 
Mercy in the Heart is that excellent habit, from whence 
forgiveneſs proceeds. 'And hence it is, that where 
the- Spirit of Chriſt comes, it aſſimulates the Nature 
to that diſpoſition, Gal.'5. 22. The frait of the Spirit 
# Long-ſuffering, Gemtleneſs Adeekneſs. 2. From that 


; rnmegeuent enjoined by God in the Moral 
aw, 


Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour a thy ſelf. And 


much more inforced under the New Covenant, even 


' tothe Love of our very Enemies, Matt. 5. 44. J ſay 


3 nts 
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on that, producerh!- 


your enemies, for- Loye is that affection 


Pardogz;and this injunCtion lies- upon us under the: | , 
fame obligation whereby we: are bound: to Tove-: our 


. Brethren ; for the Loye we- owe to God 'is that 


Obligation that binds to whatſoever be commands, Joh } 
14.15. If ye Love me, keep my Commandments ;, "Theres 
fore if ye love me, love and pity, and pardon' your |}. 


Enemies. 3. From that great Equity and Reaſon, ' the 
proportion of God's dealing with us : Matth. 18. 32. 
1 forgave thee all that debt becauſe thou defiredeſt me; ſhoul- 


deft not thou alſo have had compaſſion on thy fellow fer- | 


vant, cuen 4s I bad po 0z thee ! Coloſſe 2. 13; Forbear- 
ing one another, and forgiving one another, even as Chriff 
forgave you. If God ſhould require obedience to any 


command rhough I ſaw no reaſon. for it, yet the 


Love of God would conſtrain me-to reaſon thus : 
Though I ſee no reaſon of this Command, yet when-1 
conſider who it is that commands it, even the Infinite 
and merciful God, to a= I owe my ſelf and all I 
hope for, I ſee reaſon gh for me to obey, though 
I ſce not the reaſon. why God ſhould command. - Bu 

in. this injunftion of Forgiving my Enemy, I ſee a mo 


juſt and proportionable-.reaſon of "my Obedience :'I Þ_ 


owed ynto God-'a moſt Infinite Love' and Obedience 


to the uttermoſt poſſibility of my Being, for from-him |. 
I] had it ; and when: I broke that Allegiance, | 
owed unto him an Infinite Debt: of /Guilt and Puniſh- ]. 


ment; and with -this guilt I likewiſe contracted. an 
ionate enmity againſt that God, to whom 1 /owed 
ſo vaſt a debt of Duty and of Guilt: this very God 
freely, without my ſeeking, when I hated him, ſent 
me his Son with a free Pardon of all this Infinite Guilt, 
and: commanded me to ſhew Mercy to my offending 
Brother: the "offence that I committed was againſt 
anInfioite Obligation of the Creature to his _ 
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Brother, commits.as agaiglt, me, is 
” on 7 again! 5 ome Pee relation z we are otherwiſe 


| t=t equals. | God freely forgave me, when there was 
F nothing to enjoyn,, or inforce, or deſerye, or ſo.'much 


: asto ſeek it, and- is'it not reaſonable that - I ſhould 


I forgive my Brotker, that it may. be ſeeks my Pardon. ? 
F butifhe doth, not. our common Lord and Maſter en- _ 
F joynsit.” | 


© 2, Conſequently upon the former, the not obſerving 
of this Daty, doth moſt Juſtly and Reaſonably deſerye 
that I ſhould not be heard in this Petition... If I can 
| fo boldly and unthankfully encounter a Command of 


I God, fianding upon ſuch juſt and reaſonable grounds, 


: with what face cap I expect a Pardon from him at. my 


- requeſt, when Itefuſe to pardon my Brother at bis com- 
TT 775 


3, Conſequently alſo the Pardon of my Brother . 
* is no Meritorous Cauſe for God: to: pardon me - the 
Bre#h of any Command is a Meritorious Cauſe of 


© Puniſhment ; but the Obſeryation of one Duty cannor 


- 


deſerve the Pardonof the Violation of another ; God 


-. requires me to forgive my Brother, and when I have 


done ſo, I have done but my Duty, and not to deſerve 


my Pardon, and therefore when 1 ſay, forgive me; 
- for I forgave others, I make not the Pardon 1 ask, the 


wages for . the Pardon I gave; for as my Brother's 
Offence againſt me, holds not proportion. with my . 
Offence againſt God; ſo neither doth my Pardon 


F of _ him hold proportion . with God's Pardon. to 


me, | 

.4- Nor conſequently is my Pardon of others the 
meaſure of that Pardon I beg of God - The Offences 
committed by my Brother againſt me are not in-truth 

"ſo .much Offences committed againſt me,. as agaiaſt 
God; for it is therefore an injury to me, becauſe 
done againſt that Law that he hath interpoſed gy 1 
| S 44 im 
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him and me; and © oogh 1 am coricerned, yet in £ 
God "hath Tet between him and me; and were it |. 
poſſible to, ſuppoſe no ſach Law, jt were bible 
ro. conceive any Injury to be done from ane Man'to Y. 
another. Sothen my Pardon'of him is but of lender } * 
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the Foundation of my 


concernment of my own, the chiefeſt Intereſt is 
God's, Again, My Offence againſt God-is againſt 
an Infinite Obligation, and againſt an Infinite Perſon ;; 
but my Brother's Offence againſt me, as it relates to 
me, is but of finite Relation or Obligation, and againſt 
. a finite Perſon; and therefore the meaſure of the 
thing forgiven by me is tao ſhort and too narrow to 
fir and fuit with that whereof , Þ beg my Pardon. 


Again, My Pardon to my Brother is with a great deal Y 
ot Corruption, Superciliouſneſs, Pride, - Grudging, |} 


Averſcneſs, Expoſtulations, ſecret Riſings of my Heart 
againſt him: O! But ſuch a Pardon will not fcrve 


my turn; [ beg a Pardon at the Hands of the God of 


M-rcy and Perfeftion, a full, a perfeft Pardon. 
& Meaſure not out, O Lord, thy Pardon to me 
&accerding to my Pardon to my Brother, the thing 
«] pardon holds not propartion with the Offence 


f which I have committed againſt thee : his is bur a 
« finite Offence againſt me, a finite Creature; mine is- 


«an infinite Offence againſt an infinite Obligation, and 
© 2gainft an infinite God : the Pardon that I give, is 
« mingled with rupggedneſs, with revenge, with re- 
&-membrance of the thing I forgive , but the Pardon [ 
& beg of thee, is an abundant Pardon, Iſa. 55. 7. Ablot- 
«ting out, and an everlaſting. forgetting of my Sins, 
& Tfa. 43.25. Sucha Pardon as leaves not behind, jt the 
 &'tin&ure of my former guilt ; that though _my Sins 
«were 2s Scarlet, they may be as white as Snow, [ſa. 
« 7.78. Bnt, | b . 
45. Forgive -us, for we forgive. By our _ 
ny N | ' wit 
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in | -with' Chriſt, we partake of his Privilege: of bei 

at }. deloy ep: God; fo that as a Father hath tend | 

np - . towards his Child, - and is apt and ready, upon his 
e F tu | 


) to pardon him, ſo there is the ſame, and a 
Br; Ree readineſs in him to forgive; 1 ſaid, I will 
. "ronfeſs my Tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, and thou for- 


Is aveſt the Iniquzty of my Sin. As ſoon as he had buta 
nſt } feſolvtion to beg-his Pardon, God prevents his Petition 
n; | by granting that Pardon which he intended to ask. 
ro And -2s by this Union with Chriſt, we partake of his 


nſt F, Privilege, ſo we partake of his Spirit and that 
the F - Spirit Is a Merciful Spirit, ready to pardon an Enemy 
to | t&ven before he ask it. This was the. Command .he 
) 1 pave us, and this was the Pagtera he left us, who wher 
” be was reviled, reviled not again, 1Pet.2, 21,23; But 

1g, | prayed for thoſe that ſought hig Life, Luke 23 34. 
art | Father, . Forgive them, for they know not what they 
ve | , do. And therefore this Conformity unto the Mind of 
of }F Chriſt, isan Evidence unto a Man of his Participation 
on. |. of him and that God heareth him as a Father hearerh 
me his Child ; and by this means Faith is ſtrengthened ; 
ng | and theSoul argnes thus in this Petition ; © O Lord Iam 
ice | © guilty .in my ſelf of many Sins, but yet, if 1 am 
| © found in thy Son, thou wilc look upon me with the 

is | Tame tenderneſs that a Father looks upon his Child, 

nd | ** and wilt be more ready to forgive me than I can be to 
is | * © askit: I find thy Son, was Merciful, and ready to 
re- 6 forgive, even his Enemies; and 1 thank thy good 
nl 3 © Grace, I find in my ſelf the ſame mind that my 


ot- | Ff Saviour bore, a mind ready to forgive the Injuries 
DS, < that were offered him; and this diſpoſition I have 
the not from my4elf, nor my own ſpirit, for that Spirit 
ins | - *Juſteth after envy , but ſurely it comes from chat 
[ſa. * meek and gentle Spirit- that is in thy Son, and upon 
* this I do believe I am in ſome meaſure united to 
jon 


:*-bim: and as I do partake of his Spiric, ſo I doubt 
© not 
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not but 1 partake of that relation: of his, even 
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©<relation of -a 'Son unto thee, and in that rel: 


<« Sins, aſſuredly troking that thov, - that haſt crea! 
< in mea mind of Mercy and Forgiveneſs unto other 
<wilt ſhew thy ſelf a God of Mercy and Pardon, unto 
« me. | 
6: Forgive us, for we forgive : © It is true, our 


&'Pardon of others deſeryes not thy Mercy, not can it 
<make thee a debtor unto us; but, Bountiful ' Lord, - 


< thou haſt been pleaſed in Chriſt, in- whom all thy 


& Promiſes are Yea and Amen, by thine own free 
« Promiſe, to engage thy ſelf unto thy creatore, 


« Pſalm 18. 25. That with the merciful thou- wilt ſhew 
<« rby ſelf merciful. Matth. 5. 7, That the merciful 
&« ſhall obtain” Mercy. AMatth. 6. 14. That if we for- 
<« pive men their Treſpaſſes, thou wilt forgive us: 
<« and theſe Promiſes of thine, freely and undeſervedly 
© made by thee, I lay before thee, when I beg my 
* Pardon in Feſus Chriſt, thereby to ſtrengthen my 
<'Soul, in thy Goodneſs, in the' free remiſſion of all my 
< Sins. | | 

To conclude, in this Petition the Soul breaths ont 


ſuch Thoughts as theſg: © Lord, I confeſs before | 


'<thee I am a ſinful creature; I have a finful and 
$6 Joon Nature, a Body of fin and Death ; and this 
*{1nful Nature ſends forth through all my Thoughts, 
« Words, and Actions, foul and filthy ſtreams in eyer 


** moment of my Life ; and if thou ſhouldeſt paſs by ll 5 


«the fins of my Nature and Life unto this day, an 
&* ſhouldeſt call me to an account for my Errors fince I 
* laſt begged my Pardon, there were guilt enough left 
©to preſs me down to the loweſt Hell; And this 
£ puilt of the leaſt of any of my ſins, as it Is more than 
& | am able to anſwer, ſo it is more than I am 
& able to expiate; there is no eſcaping but by ; thy 

tier. ann; oa ao © free 
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Name ighteouſneſs' and” Promiſe” of thy Son, 
* who* knew -all thy Mind, and taught'me to ſeek my 
«Pardon as often'as to ſeek my daily Bread: | And 
. <in-confidence 'only 'of that free' Mercy of thine, I 


to } & beſeech thee,” Pardon me': and as I-beg the Pardon: 
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of my ſins in general, fo in ſpecial 1 beg the 
+ 6 Pardon of thoſe Sins, which I committed ſince thy 


& taſt 2&t of remiſlion granted, and manifeſted, and' 
«ratified unto me':” this'or that neglett of my Puty 


' 4tothee or wy Neighbour; this or that finful, proud, 


” & unclean, vain Thought, which 'bath ſtained my 
' & Soul, and ' grieved thy Spirit, and pollnted "or 
<« weakned 'my Conſcience ; this or that uncharitable, 
& or malicious, or unſeemly or yain Word; this or that 
« unjuſt or unbecoming, or unchriſtian, or ungodly 
« Action ; every -one' of- theſe leaves a ſpot in my 
«Soul, which 'nothing but the Blood of Chriſt, 
« K and thy Free Grace can! take away It leaves a 
« Diſeaſe, or Weakneſs, a Wound in my Soul, which 
. < nothing bet thy Free Spirit can heal and recover. 


. « And though 1. know that my greateſt mercy to 


. * others, cannot merit mercy from thee, becauſe thar 
© mercy is but my duty, and a duty mingled' in the 
«-performance- of it, 'with many of 'my own imper- 

_ ©«fedtions Which ſtand in need of thy mercy to Pardon 
jt, and that. re good that is in it, is not my own,but 

-& the work of thy Grace, as free as thy Pardon ; yer 

«js an evidence to me, that thou wilt be merciful 
«© unto me, jn that thou haſt, contrary to my own 
*«* nature, wrought 'a merciful temper in my Heart 
© toothers ; the ſame mind that was in thy Son; and 
© therefore I am humbly confident that thou haſt given 
me thar Spirit of thy ' Son, ard conſequently the 
«relation and privilege of a Son; that, in as much 
<« as thou haſt given me a heart to pardon others, w 
Eh | <« wilg 
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« wilt make good thy Promiſe of Mercy and Pardon” | 
<« ygto me. make mention ofmy remiſſion of others,” | 
&« not as the merit of thy forgiving of me, but _— | 
<& to ſtrengthen my faith,and to lay hold of thy Promiſe | 
« made in and. by thy Son, that if we' forgive Men: | 
<« their Offences, thou wils alſo forgive us. 'And' | 
< this I beg not to make room for- new Offences, by' 

<« pardoning the old, not to continve in Sin that Grace 


& may abound ; but with a reſolution to forſake' my 
< ſins, as well as to confeſs them, and not turn again 
< to folly: ſtrengthen me ſo with thy Grace, that as 
« thou haſt now. cleanſed my Soul from my paſt fins 
<« and ſpots, ſo ] may keep my ſelf from mine iniquity z 
«< that I may live more to thy Hononr ; that I may 
« walk with more Vigilance ; that I may every: day 


« find my account and thy Spirit and Grace 
. '<©*mgre and more al in me, toconform me to | 


« the Will and Example of 'thy Son, in all Holineſs 
« 2nd Blameleſneſs of Mind and Life: and to that 
* end, | 


| Lead ws not into Temptation, '8C. 


This Petition directs us to pray for (1:) Preveiting 
Mercy ; Lead us not into Temptation. (2.) Delivering 
Mercy : but deliver us from Evil. Keep us from falling 
into Evil z; but if we fall into it, deliver vs from it. - 

The Former part, wherein is conſiderable, . 


1, What is meant by Temptation, 
2. What to lead into Temptation. 


Temptation may be underſtood (1.) for an Ave 
Solicitation unto Evil of Sin : this is done either - by 
the Devil: thus our Saviour was. led by the Spirit 
into the Wilderneſs, to be tempted of the eel 
| Matth, 


_ 
: " ” 282 res , 
; "LS I y —* - Ge IBS 1+) - 4 [ 
Benn Ns . Ls oo” OI / 54 * ; bs PS WO as 24 . "LON 
j ws Wot be#27 1 der” $4;  IIY 00 3, 8 EW 
- yy , 
”-4 on . * * 


* a_ Mc Aa N a i AE ns NAY 0 Ys LI 


Qa< «5s, : 


ww, 


IS mad 
- 


- of the Apple was';a' Tempration'to 
of Gold, and the Babyloniſh Garment to' Achan z Na- | 
 both's Vineyard to Abab 5; Bathſbeba-'to *David > yer 


the'Command. '> This taught the 'Wiſe' Man to pray 
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Temprer ; who being a Spirit, is, by the advantage of 
his Natur and-:by the- permiſſion of God, kev hen | 
mingle - f ſo with. our. Souls and Faculties, that 
he- can | immediately - ſolicit unto ' Evil. Thus' ke 


| mogſes himfelf wich the Spirit of the Prophets of 
| Abab, and became a lying. Spirit 'in their Mouths, 
. 3'Kings 22.21. Thus he mingled - himſelf with' the 
* Spirir of Jude, tempting him to betray Chriſt, - Zuke 
- 22; 7. with the Spirit of Anarnias, Adts 5. 3. 
' hath Satan 4c 99 Mabe Or it is done by Evil Men, 


by 


either by their- Counſels, Perſuaſions, or Examples : 


_ or by, our own corrupt hearts, James 1. 14. . Every Man 
. is tempted when be is drawn away 0 
- emticed, -Qur corru 


his own Luſts and 
and. ſinful Fleſh breaths and eya- 


rates iato our Souls thoſe ill and filthy Vapors, which 
Infect, and diſorder, and- ſeduce it from-God 3 the Law 


. of our:Members bringing us iato Captivity to the Law 


of Sin, Rom, 7.'D. | 


{ © 2: For that Objetive Temptation, or che Objet? 


from whence occaſionally Temptati6n: arifeth, And 
thus almoſt every ObjeCt of our ſenſe is: a Temptation 


- not that there is any proper aftive motion or 2ftion of 
- the Object" ro perſuade to Sin, - but the corruption of 


our ſenſual Nature, .:meeting with ſuch an Objc&, 


#&s amiſs upon it, 'and ſo it becomes'a Temptation 
ro-fir-? 'and-eſpecislly 'if -the ObjeCt be ſuch- as- bears 
a diſþropertion ro:ovr enjoyment of Ijt'z The Beauty 
Eves the Wedge 


incheſe the Objetts''were innocent, and: had ' in them. 


 ſelvesno-aftive :folicication to Evil, but becauſe they 
were ſeemingly "igood, iyer prohibiced, corrupted © Na- 


ture laid hold -opon/ that: ſeeming. good,-and violated 
againlt 


| *39 3 
' 'Matih..4. 1, And: thetefore he is often called the J 
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emptation-; » Riches into Arrogance and Preſumprion z 


Love and Obedience.to God : 22; 12, By this 


_ were. all thoſe difficult diſpenſations:to the People! of 


| - ; what; was in their-[heart, .Dexr.- 8:2. And for this 
% end .God afren ſends ſeveral Afii#zons upon thoſe; he 


L..2- Count ;:5t; all gay when ye fall into divers Tem- 


Parrenee, (no £ UOTE vs #! 200 
j-, 2+: Wheat It is ro fead into Triptations, and hqw God 


by. zhe permitging apd- ioflicting of-afflictions.; If :is> 4 
work no-way; 


hy 


J I, Toe bis own. Glory. : VRURY OT DICH Ee UW9 

:: 2.3 T'o the good vf- thoſe thathe'thus tries x there: 
by. reaching! them. tb-deſpiſe-the:* Workd:, ro: adhere 
voto him; to reach our - after a, better » Life 3-to-live 


ry 


\haad, -and to waitnpon him far deliverance; - -By this 
te Refiners 


3 againſt extreams cicher of Plenty, or/.Poverty ;. becanſe I 
*of 29-eperaptad Nature: was ready: to: turn cither.inco 


* Poverty into Blaſphemy:avd Murmuriog, Prov. 130.94: Þ. 

.3, For that ACt-which isnot, ordered unto fin,but to | 

* Tame Experiment or Trial of the temper or diſpoſition, Þ . 

Thar is in a Man: a:; Temptation: of Tryal. :\ Thus : 

God tempted Abraham, when. he commanded. bim. F- 

to. offer up: his. San, to praqve the: Tncyaity of his 
EN. 


ah we 66. h_ 


pe 1. know that thow feareſt God.. To the like purpoſe | 


_ "7 ds a 7 


Tfracl at the Red Sea, and .in 'the Wilderneſs, that ' 
he might. h«mble. them, and prove them; :and to kabw F. 


Ely. loves, that their - Faith-may-'be tryed. {And |} 
theſe. Tryals/ are; called; Temptations, 2 Pet: '1,.6, 7. 
Te are in Heavineſs through manifold Temptations, thus | 
the Tryal of your Faith may be fond to)praife, &c James |} 


prations, kwowing that the Tryal of "your | Faith workgth ||. 
may be ſaid to-kkad us into them. .-:11 ! 119 ©. 
; 1:1+;A8 tÞ thelawes. of; theſe ſortsof Temptations, | 
they! may, and dg come fromGdod z viz.; Tryals of Grace; &} 
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F 7. By withdrawing ghat Grace of his, whereby we 
>. are prevented 'froth, and defended againſt Temptation, 
- 'We walk in the mt of Enemies and, ſnares : the 
8 Prince of the Aichathbis Inſtruments, that moſt. Vigi- 
- Jzntly'rake all *opportunities to draw us into fin, evil 
: ih $ and evil Men ; ' And were there not a Deyil or 
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rand Hope, far more valuable than thas Temporal 


| : pho which they want. 
.. 2. As touching Temptation unto Sin. : ; 
F © 1: That Godtempteth no Man. He that is of purer 


es than to behold iniquity, will never folicic any 
fan "to that which only he hates:, It is the 'great 


- work of God to withdraw Men from fin, and ſurely 
- he will never draw Men into It : James I. 13. God 
: Carat be rempred with Evil, neither tempteth he any 


} 


an. | 
. 2: As hedoth not aCtively tempt any Man, or move 
- HimtoEvit; ſo neither doth he infuſe into the Heart or 
| Souls Receptivity of Temptation, he doth not excite 
F the Heart to cloſe with'any Temptation, or create oc 
' if vpany corruption in the Heart to take fire from 
S Temptation. - | 


yet in ſome ſort he is ſaid to lead into Tempta- 


uments without us to tempt us to. Evil, we 


 Haye-an old Man within us, a Fountain, a Sea of Cor- 
© ruption, a deceicful and wicked Heart, a Body of 

. Ts 6b death, rhit can with much ” adyantage, - and 
+ doth wich * mach"eaſe, draw us into Sin; and the 


merciful God rhat ſcerh theſe ſnares,” which the evil 


: - /one lays for us. in our way, though we ſee them nor, 
\ Fends ont his*own Grace and Spirit, and ſometimes 
- Tentoyes the ſnare out of our way, ſometimes leads us, 


and 


Po ts; 
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I Refiners fire be'tonſumes their drofs, their carnal conft-— 
" dence, building Tabernacles here, drives them to theſt 
# troe home, and gives them a proportion of Eternal Com- 
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another way that we miſs the ſoare * he 
* _ reſdrains this raging Seaof,our own 
”- as our Saviour did to the Winds and: Seas, ci 


' owes not to us; It is meerly of his 


- tion within us, that hath now ng banks to keep it. in, ||. 


Permiſſion, r Kings 22.21. he tempts David to. Pre- . 


' number the People :.and bere we. may ſee the jr 
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chem, Peace and be ſtil} : he doth by the ſame. Spuri 
ſtengthen and enable our hearts, to reſiſt, and oppole, . 
and ſubdue thoſe Temptations that riſe from within, Þ 
and come . from without, And this . Grace of - his he” 


free Mercy, Gi l, 
20.6. For I withheld thee from finning againſt me.;, fr F 
yet ſuch is his Goddneſs, that he ſeldom withdraws this 'F 
Grace from us, unleſs we thruſt it away and rejet it z* 
and then he withdraws that Grace of his, and that being © 
withdrawn, that cruel and ſubtil Enemy of our Souls | 
falls in upon us,and ſubdueg us ; and that Sea of Corrup- 
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breaks in and overwhelms vs., And thus was the Hears _ 
of Pharaob hardened by himſelf, Exod.,8, 15. And yet 
faid to be hardened by God, Exod. 10. 1, by withdrawe 
ing from him that Grace that ſhould ſoften it. Andthis Þ 
Subduction of . the Grace of God. principally reſpetts | 
Temprations from our ſelves. | = el 
2. By. Permiſſion. The Devil and his Inſtruments: 
are under the _reſtcaint of th& Power of God, and 
without a Commilſſion,or at leaſt a, Permiſlion,from him, 
cannor aCtually execute that evil that is in their Natures ' 
and Wills : he ſolicits Fob, by himſelf and his Iofiru> | 
ments, to let go bis Integrity, but this he'cannor do 
wichout a Permiſſion, Fob 1. 12. le ſeduceth a Hbab * 
to his deſtruction; but this he cannot, do, without. a 
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ſumption and __ Carnal Confidence, e Chon. 21..1. but © 
this be cannot do withGut a Permillion : 2 Sam. 24. 1, 
watcheth the opportunity of God's diſpleafure. agai 
Iſrael, and gets leaye thereupon to. tempt D 
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ſame aftion, Malice in e Devil, Corruptic 
'D ; yet "1 > but Pur and. ſtice AS 
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| | Man may Thereby lin. but 'he furns that 
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Y | the Devil to to temp 'and'in Davis Heart to be c 


bo FP 
"foe, to Wn " and excellent End , the Panithr 
ce 0th inof Hr] by David's. Sin. Here was 
in the in th 


by 


: riever peRngrun Devil a Perr iſſion to EA thag 


empta itio 
pry wc Sin into. a. Work. either of fiogdlar Mercy. "z 
| Jaſtice, -- We: Devil codld wh entered info, F,das | 
ſion; fon; nf Jes udas have betrayed. our 
Lord orgy Permiſſion ; nor the Jews. ck deli 
Es up to oh wh without : a Permiſſion; nor 
have jt _ NO a Permiſſion, Jqbn:1 
ice” ih the Devil, and Treachery fo 
ndEarr nth « Fews,. arid Injuſtice in- "Poleres 
" mls and in. God the greateſt 
of his Truth; and Juſtice, and Wiſdom, 
and 'Mercy, that ever the. World. did or 


tc fee. While he permitsthe Inſtrument to ſin, he, nor 


ion, is in no fort defiled by it; but managerh.j beg 
__ "which is none of his, to bring forth that Ri 
efs that is, pnly his. 


He'is Haithro lead into Tetptatian, by the Exter- 


op farts of bis Provence; and that, 


; By. withdrawing thoſe External Reſtraints fron 
++.ſuchare ng away of good Men; good. Goz 


: p vernours, good Laws. So much Goodneſs as is ic theſe; 
Þ is fits own; and he may juſtly call howe what is his, 
L Fi the reſtraining Grace that, he lends to a particular | 


is fot 'tveto him, ſo theſe xternal Reſtrain 
arenot duets us; but they, are the free. Mercy 
| 2pd Favour of God ; | and'yer 2s 1n the former, fo, in 
"the remova tof therti-is ſeldom but upon ſome &« 


L wit teh Sin.” "When  Feraſalem bad offended again{t 


- God, he takes from them rhe Prudent, and the Ancient, - 
| nd the Honourable AO” the Counſellor, and gives 


then 


A__—_— upon, oaks 
Þ <4 Cuyldren mah their Srincnts 2. V 
 Viney rth wild he tal | 
fo He $ the grod der, .and.1 

2 wh 
te Micenp yp emp 
- BE are ann, not fa, En tes, col mann 
their being caken away, Eyil lyc evil 
andrhem evil L Events, he I" 
' '”2. By propoſing of Objetts, whic they. 
have" 0 vil fn theth nar are they pro nded to-the 
end to draw Men to Evil ; - yet the. pt b_ Man 
=_ opportunity by them to act Evil. The. E- 
* Inchanters could have no. more. made Blood by" 

i Fhchantaald without a- Peru 


cquld make Lice ; . yet. by 
| Exadur Jy os theirs, Pharaoh's Heart was | 


Exod. 7. 22. Again, when upon the. oy pity 9” 
Pharaoh, and. the Prayer of Moſe ne; of 
Froggs was removed,. it was aft 9+ Hrs : 


yet w Pharaocb aw there was te, on Oo 
his heart, Exod, 8. 15. And Hg. that Sea of 
Poyſon that is in our Heart by Nature, that will 

rupt an ipnocent ObjeQ, as was the Wedge of. Gi 

a Mercy, as was this to Pharaoh ; na the very Gr 

and Goodneſs, and Patiefice, and y 


toto 'a' Temptation to Covetouſnels, DEN 


Wanton neſc. 


: Now from this Petition we learn our Duty. in eo 4 


_ unto theſe Temptations : 
. Inreference to ſuch Temptation » which 


pleaſed often.imes to fend for Tryal, ut  as.are A 
_ and Perſecutions. 

' 1... That we arenor to ſeek them Our Saviour teach; 
ores to-pray againſt all Temptations zythey are not.1a 
. themſelves good, but are turned to good 
and Merciful hand of God. 
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] OM Lhat if ws fall';'moirhemy!to'be( quirt and (cone. 


tenred; and to difcern The hand'thar barh led us* into 


& | them, cand-the end: why: he-didjrand 'ty co-operate! ro: | 


that end : to learn by them Parience under the hand'of. 


"God 37 Confidence intiis Grare and'Power to ſupport 


vs4-Itill ro-holdour-bategrizyi; not tobe amazed; and 


dfordered/nyiffome: firangordin ghad befallen/us;but 
re& upon chat promiſe of...his; wh is faithful: and will 
 noofuffer .nowibe rempred above what weare able. 3 


buewithvt catipn will: makes way to: eſa 
-:Cor. 10.. 137 Know: that'ir ishe, whoſe will thou: no 
before: maybe Uone, thatihath ted: thee into;this': 
Temptation. And by this means thy Temptation ſhall 


be only a Temptation 'of Trial; and for _— Aavan-, 


3 Not a Temptation of Seduction. 
©. To prap'unto-God * 9% 4 


ns, To racers us from. therfy't! for as dey a are dt to 


| be woghr; {orall-due means is' to be uſed to avoid! 


0 HE TTGITI 


222: 'Ta bealetimuns' out"of chvink 


113 To' bepported in-them;_. r. with: Patience. to 


beavthem:-2/ with+Grace' to iniprove them to. Gad?s 


\ End;and if God ſay unto thee;as once he did to Part, Ay 


mommy - affeerer for thee, it will-become an att of Hea- 
Chymiftty eo turn thy Iron into Gold, thy Fem« 
mon ar incoAdvaiitage.” 

[1:2,-ln reference to Thanjdtalinie unto Sin, We ſears 
two ſpecial Duties, Weartchfulneſs and Prayer; both 


; Joined rogerherby our: Saviour tor this purpoſe, Marth. 
. 26, 41. Watch and Pray, that ye enter not into T'  empra- 
$ ox. Rs 


4% Warch (1. J That thou be not a Tempier: and 
therein. FTA] 
14. Beware 6f- tempting God: (for ſuch Tempters 


| aiere have been: )- (1.) By Preſumprtion and- preſum+ 


uw caſting oor ſelves _- unneceflary Dangers , 
Math: 


_ : T5, oh P 
p25 E © x ali w das det "IVE 3 1 ; 
LES ee Se OE LE Ea nog £: : 
437 PE - ONS 


Ub 


2.66: 1oIdwepo: 

Matthig6,7. (2.)bydfyrmuriogard:Difcontent,Exod. 

17:2; Why cempt:ye the' Lord? Deuti6tis PRALT B18; 

* They tempted Gott ir-their Heatt &5 aching Heat For ht: 
Luſts. f 1 1 303 217: x 7:5; vd i? 51 © J 119 141 


2. Beware of Temipting) the Devil -Son'ach i Is: the) 


Villany of our Nature, that werarerveadifreven tofoli-, 
cit the Devil himſelf unto TemptatienÞy adventuring) 
upon ſecret. and -unwarrantable;!Agts,q unreafonable: 
PraCtices, going to: Witches, iuting Charms, :Itivoca»: 
tian, :or-willingly bethgf/iri ſuch plac _— they are' 
uſed ;adventuring into:unwarrantalle?Places.or Gotn-: 
panies without any: Juſt;or Erprnns + ic 128 ood 
unto. 161 efif {7 7d DNA nv B7TE 
73. Reward oft tempting Ori calnane fin, either 
by thy Perſwaſion, or by-thy Pra@tice:-"T he-former! 
is more groſs, the latter well:neatag1dangerous;! r,.To 
the Perſon offending ;: WMatth.c18;: 7; Hveobe anto. the 
World becauſe of : ef entre! 2:':Untorbttiersy} eſpecially! 
when the occaſion is given by a Perſon in eminence: 
of Pl: ce or Reputation: 3Perer'$&iffniſutarion ' proves 
a Compullion; Gal. .2. 1 4;* And this extends! not” only 


to things ſimply evil;- butalſo to therpracticeaf” things 


in themſelves indiffereota 1. Cor. 8; vet Rb. ! 14z 157 


Deſtroy not him with thyi Meat for: whoyr Chriſt. dyed. The 


thing that to thee is indifferenc,and 60 effiemed-by;thee 
when it ſhall draw another into the liketpratice upon 
thy Example, but againſ+ his CRE becames an 


_— to loſe his: Sonl;' and viigg of 
: Beware of tempting Thy ſelf ; and this may; = 
Foe divers ways : TY RES 


1. By giving way fo wandering and vdin Tholobrn 
They-miſled the Heart, . indiſpoſe if for Good, torrupt 
the Mind, poſleſs it with vanity; as for Example,whena 
Man will raiſe an imagination to himfelf5 thar iſ-he had 
ſuch « degree of Wealth, and ther what Houſes -He 
would bui:d, what Retinue he would: have, 2_ 
© ELIITS Table 
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M6 Lord's Prayer. _ 269 
Table he wonldikeep;” whatEquipage he would have ; 
br fancy toHimſeffpithar if ps ſach a- degree. of 
ei: | Power, then hdwhe- would reverige ſach' an Enemy; 
4.7. how he would h6fiour ſath a Friend and the like. Such 
he} is the vanity of our Minds that it-can; and often-dorh, 
li-y frame ſuch ſimilitudes to'it ſelf; and wpon them beget 
ng $ ſuch follies and*vain ;refolucions as" theſe. The tem- 
le: | pation and”\fin chat ariſerh 6at df /Wealth and- Power 
a: } * really enjoyed, art thoſe very: workings of the Mind 
re' | vypoh them 3%iz-"Confidente;® Offentation, - Pride, 
n- | Revenge, adhd the like. Now'ih theſe Imaginations 
e-| | and vain Thovghts;”>the Soul tempts it ſelf in a double 
>: | way: Firſt; hetemiprs his Underſtanding into a Lye 
SY and a Fallſhovd, by Purting himſelf into that imaginary 
er! | Condition tn'which'he is not.” 2; He. tempts himſelf 
'o | ih his Will and'Afﬀections,” drawing from thoſe . very 
he | imaginations that ke hath-thus framed, thoſe very ſame 
ly! | ' miſchiefs, and-"that'very ſame Poiſon, if not "worſe, 
Ce: which his corrupted Heart would have drawn from the 
ES real injoyment of that very Power or Wealth, which 
ly, he hath imagined/himſelf to have ; ard thereby jm- 
gs. proveth this. very imagination intoa real Temptation, 
5 {$ ſtaining, corrupting, and poiſoning his Mind,and com- 
ne | its Adultery with his own imaginations: O Jeruſalem, / 
®@ cleanſe thy ſelf * how long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within 
mi thee? Jer: 4 14. 
nf 2. Idleneſs. And from this Idleneſs and want of 
i $ Implſoym-nt the Soul runs out either into theſe vain 
Ie Imzginations, whereof before ;or into unprofitable-or 
* |, finfol reſolntions ; and to theſe the Devil joineth him- 
n | ſelf, andif he finds a Man not buſted in what he ſhould 
be, he vill help him to buſie himſelf in what he ſhould 
2 j not be: David mas walking careleſly- upon his Hooſe, 

| ſees and Luſts,'and Sins : he therefore that allows him 

© felf ro Idlenefs, thereby tempts himſelf to be tempred 

F | by himſelf, or by the Devil. -_ 22058 
FU | Ss 3. Irufſting 
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+3 'Fruſting a Mans ſelf too:much unneredarily with; 
or in -Plices, Coinpanies, or Objes, that carry, in 
them Temptations to fin 4 ſuch as-are.Bade, lmpiouss 
or; Wanton Company, iet Conyerſagen;; ; Stage-Plays 4 
Filthy. or. Wanton.Sonigs, Books, Pictures, Places.of Ifdo+ 
latrons Worſhip; | Preſence at. . Auheiſtical,, Icreligious 
Diſputes/or Diſcourſesz,Reading Books, or Diſcourſe 
againſt the Deity;/ths Scriptures, &c. - decline: 
Converſation with jus Adulterous ;Miſtre Gen.39z19, , 
He heat kned:not to' her-to he by>her,. or- to be- with 
her. And when'the Wiſe Man diflivaded from the pra- 
tice of. diſſolute Perſons,he yperygrecget in the way 
with them, Prov.-1.:15: And net; -to-gome-nigh the - 
Door of her Houſe, Prov. 5. $--Not go. look-upon. the 
Wine when it gives its Colour in ;the-Glaſs.-; And.a 
Man, that thus truſts himſelf with Objeds,. or comp: 

- nies unneceſlarily, tempts himſelf : and: ivis at ki 
Prefumprion to expect, -and rare;/to. find, that he comes 
off without ſome Diſadvantage. ' He that hath taughg 
vs toPray that we be not l<d. into; Temptation, ; hath 
given no promiſe of Grace to deliver:us from that 
Temptart:on which, CONTIN to-our Prover ang Der 
ty, we ſeek. 
- ,1:-2+ As we mult watch over our ſelves, that we terapt 
noti our ſelves or others, ſo we muſt watch, that.we 
be not tempted; or if tempted, that we-be nor over- 
taken: And for that purpoſe, 

1. Watch over thy ways, and ſee that. the ways thon 
goeſtin. be warrantable ways. Ways thatthou halt a 
Commiſſion of God to walk in, the ways of , thy 
Chriſtian Dntv, [the ways that are- commended or -al- 
lowed-by the, Word of God, the ,ways of: thy lawful 
Profeſſion. If they beſach, thou mayeſt be Confidenx 
that he that hath given his Angels icharge over thee, 
to-protect thee inall-thy Ways, willremove our of this 
' way of thine, thoſe Snares that the Devil lays for thee 
TS LETE : > RY | OT 
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Wo. the Lord's Prayer. 269 
'or at leaſt will Jead.thee beſides them. It is true, the 
iy geo toayrryes hid as well in our ways, as out 
of ourways 4 but when we are out of our warrantable 
ways, the very:way' wherein weare is a tnare, and is” 
likewiſe allſtrewed with fnares and traps for vs; and. 
we have no-promiſe of DireCion or Proteftion from 
God in-ſach bye-mays. [Therefore conſider diligently, 

 Am1 inalawfulway ? have 12 Calling or Commiſſion 

from God. or his Word to walk in this Way, cr to be 

} | about this buſineſs? if ſo, well then, I will truſt on 

a+ . | himfor Protedtion;;T am in the great King's High- 

I | way: butif:not,'then am in an Enemy's Country : 

16 | Lhave not the Proteftion or Promiſe of God, I am like 

ie |} to meet with Teinptacions, and to fall under them, I 
a {| am out of, my way, and I know not'whither this wan- 

a- | dring firewill lead me. And this is the meaning of the 

ff {| wiſe Man, Prov. 4. 26. Ponder: the way of thy Feet, and 

es | let all thy ways be Eftabliſhed : That is, conſider what 

Ty way thou art in,and be ſure ir be a right,and found,and 

h 3 warrantable way. | 

AT 2. Labour to have thy Converſation and Walking to be 

I» m#h God, in his Preſence, and keep a conſtant commu- 
it nion. with him : for ſuch is his Condeſcention to his 

& poor Creatures, that he. is pleaſed to allow us to walk 

e | with him if we will. Enoch walked with God, Ser. 5. 

[* 24- Noah walked with God, Ger. 6. 9. God ſaid to 

| ' Abrabam, Walk before me and be perfet, Gen. 17. 1. 

j I have ſet.the Lord always before me, Pſalm 16. 8. That 

2 is to endeavour to have the whole frame of our Con- 

y | verſation as before him, and to have continual Commu- 

- {| nionwith him in all the way of our Life; - and not on- 

Ji 1y at che feleft and ſolemn times of Prayer, but in the 

Js eneral Frame of our Converſation. And if thou haſt 

| uch a Guide, he will be tothy Soul, even in the darkeſt 
and moſt difficult and dangerous” times, what he was 
>; once to his own People, a Pillar of Fire, that - thou 

T T4- may 
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where the Snare lies, and-how to avoid ig;/nay, if thou | 
ſlip anto1t; . he that leads-thee by the hand,? will-pull 
thee: out of it, and will not ſufferthy.Foor toſlide.. '- - 
' + 3. When any. Attion of. any | confrderable or unuſual 
N4ture is to be undertaken by thee,” |that'is ſomewhat ' 
beyond or beſide the ordinary track:of thy Life,let this 


tent with that general Care of thy grdinary way, but 
bring it to a more particular ſcrutiny./-' | + or 
1. Conſider how it becomes the Preſence of God,and 
whether it will abideto be brought before him without 
ſome regret and ſhame : how if this were the laſt afti- 
on of thy Life, and preſently -to be brought into his 
Judgment, whether it would abide that Tryal. | 
2. Conſider whether it he allowed or condemned 
by the Word of God, or what part, or what circum- 
{tance thereof will not abide that Examination. 
 - 3» Bid thy Conſcience plainly and truly tell thee what 
| ſhe thinksof it, and of every part of it,and what ſhe 
likes, and what ſhe diflikes of it. | 
4 Sce if there be any thing in it that thou wouldeſt 
be aſhamed to own it before Men, or any part of it. 
And if ppon theſe Examinations thoucanſt clear the 
Action to. be agreeable to the Preſence and the Word 
of God, the Teſtimony of thy Conſcience, and dareſt 
Loexpoſe it; to the.Jadgment of Men, do'it ;'but if it 
fails-in;any, (as when. it fails in any, be ſure-it fails in 
all, though happily ui ſome particular,according to the 
different Conſticution of a Man, and the nature of the 
thing, the exorbitancy will be more apparent, It may 
be. 1n- one than-in another;for all ſin flies the Preſence 
of God,crolles the word of God, hurts the Conſcience, 
- and, briggs.Shame)rejett it,or ſo.muchof ir,as upon this 
Examination will not-abide this Teſt; there is a Tem- 
ptation 48 it, of 7 2A 244): | 
EE 4* Upon 


may'ſt ſee. thy way before thee, and hewill-ſhew theo lf 


tﬀave a /pecial and diftinft examination, 'and/be not con- 


LS, 3%. 2: as oth. a ES [= nb —— 2 4 


6, 


the Lords Prayer. wx 
ſach a diſcoyery of Sin inthe Aion to he, - 
ndertaken, bold not diſpatt mith thy own corrupt Heart, 
long/aþout it, but reject it without any ttiore reaſon-, 
ings ;"for if thon enter into debate with thy Hearr, 
ſhe is a an ene] and will deceive thee, ſhe will diſtin- 
guiſh, and put differences, and inforce the neceſſity. 
or conyenience of the buſineſs, the poſſibility of a great- 
er good which may outweigh the evil, the inconſider- 
ableneſs of that crookedneſs that thou haſt diſcovered, 
and by degrees at laſt oyer-work thee and "bring thee, 
about. And the Devil is not wanting to be aſſiſtant . 
in this Diſpate and, to Interpoſe, "When Eve en- 


, teredinto Diſcourſe and Diſpute with the Devil, and - 


heard his Reifons, and argued the Cafe, he over- 
matched her in her Innocence, to offend againſt a moſt 
expreſs, and a moſt penal Law : and how much eaſier 
will the Conqueſt be over a corrupt and weak Soul,when 
the treacherous fleſh is won already without any Per- 
ſwaſton ? G 

5- If thy Temptation be importunate, lay againſt it in 
the other Ballance theſe two Conſiderations, and if - 
thou wilt be reaſoning with thy Temptation, reaſon 
thus : © ] am now perſwaded and ſolicited to this 
* Action, wherein, upon examination, I find , appa- 
« rently a fin againſt God and my own Life; and it is 
* true, I have propounded to me the Neceſſity , or 
* the Profit, or the Pleaſure of it, but I know 1 am 
& now in the Preſence of the Glorious and Eternal 
< God, that hath Power to bring me' out of this 
* Neceſlity without the help of this ſinful ACtion , 
« and'is able to blaſt this' Aﬀtion, that it ſhall nor - 
ſerve to accommodate this Neceſſity; before that 
** God whois Lord of all the Wealth in the World, 
<« and hath promiſed that he will not leave me nor for- 
* ſake me _; I am before the God that hath promiſed 
i Eternal" Pleaſures for eyermore to thoſe that fear 
| « him, 
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" bim, and can, mingle or. follow. this: Pleaſure that 


74S i 


« Carle, even unto all Ecernity.; And it is this.-God 


«that hath forbiddeni'me to commit this Sin; and doth. 


<« ſtand to ſee whether I will abide by his Command,or 
« {de with his Enemy ; IT am before my.Lord. Toſi, 
<« that laid down his Life for me, became. a Curſe to 
< redeem me, as well from my ſubjeCtion_ to, Sin for 
«the time to come, as from the guilt of. Sin for. the 
« time paſt ; and that Je/+« ſtands. and beholds whe- 
<« ther I now value or deſpiſe that - Blood: of the- Co- 
<« yenant, and is' accordingly ready with Vengeance 
<« or Glory to reward me ; I arn before thoſe / glorious 
© and pure Spirits, the Elect Angels, whom | God 
<* hath hitherto appointed as Miniſters for my preſer- 
<« yation, that ſee. and obſerve whether I hold a Con- 
<« formity with the Purity of their Natures, or whe- 
« ther I will foul my ſelf in this filth, and partake 
« with their Enemy the Prince of this. World 
«. Could the Eyes of my Senſe behald the leaſt of that 
« Glory that: behold me, it would make me..aſhamed 
« of my pureſt Actions ; and though I ſee.:1t. not, 
"<« Iam certain it ſees me, With what Face canl- then 
© commit this Villany in the Preſence of -that 
«God, to whom TI, and all the World oiwe.. our 
<« Being ? before the Face of that Saviour, who hath 
<© Jaid down his Life to reſcue and redeem mine ? be- 
<« fore thoſe Angels, who at the Command of God 
<« are pleaſcd to be Miniſtring Spirits for my. preſerva- 
«tion? How ſhall I grieve that Spirit , whom [ 
<« hear at this very Inſtant. whiſper unto me, Do.. nor 
© that abominablething which4 hate ? and what. will 
« the end of this be ? will it not be a ſtain to'my Soul, 
*« and bitterneſs in the End ? what can this Tempta- 
< tion protniſe we that it can perform 2? :or . if 4t. can 
* perform what it promiſeth, and promiſe what 1 

| * will, 


pet from” this Temptation with a moſt bitter 
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: the Lord's Prayer. 


hat | © will, can it promiſe that to me which can be equiv4- 
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© Jent. to the loſs of rhe Favour and Preſence of the'E- 
& rerpal God ? the loſs and rain of *my immortal Soul?” 


& can it. countervail the ſhame. and damage that will 


* enſue upon a contempt committed to the Majeſty and ' 
& Mercy of the Eternal God, before" whoſe immediate 


4 


| & view 1 am now. baſely and contemptyouſly, *at- the 


* to commit this Evil ? Again, | 

...2.. Let me but conſider, thar with the ſame meaſure 
of ſhane that I ſhall ſabmir to this Temptacion, *with 
the ſame meaſure of Comfort and Glory ſhall 1'reſiſt 
it, When 1 conſider, that in the View and Preſence 
of the Glorious God, of my Merciful' and Teftder 
Saviour, of the Pure and Bleſſed « Spirits, thoſe Glo- 
rious Courtiers of. Heaven, I ſhall 
of my Love to God, I ſhall refilt ' and rejeft the 
Solicitations of the Enemy of Heaven, and hold' faſt 
mine Integrity. Could Fob have but heard that appro- 


« ſollicitationof his and mine Enemy, going about 


bation which God gave of - it after the Devil had-pra-" 
- Rtiſed his [Experiments, Job. 2. 3. That he ft5ll holdeth 
'* faſt. hjs Integrity, though thou moveſt me 


e apainſt him, \t 
would have abundantly ſatisfied him for all his Loſſes, 
and_abundantly ſtrengthned his Heart againſt all 
future Temptations. And what weread of him, - we' 
may be ſure is true concerning our ſelves ; the fame 


* Practices by the Devil to ſeduce-ns, and the ſame /at- 


teſtation given by the Eternal God, if we reſiſt his 
Temptations. But which is more than this, the Eter- 
nal God, as he ſtands by to ſee my Behaviour , ſo he 


\ flands by we to ſupply me with ſtrength, If I ſeek to 


him for it, and with an Immortal ' Crown to reward 
me in that Victory over my Temptation, which” his 
own ſtrength hath given me. Twill therefore lay in 


# the Balance againſt. the PJleaſore or Profit of my 
| Temptation, the Shame and the Puniſhment from 


that 
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BE: #74 ataes Meldirations  #pon -- 
4 that God that beholds me ; and againſt my loſs in the 
reſiſting it, the Glory-and Adyantage in the: Preſerice of 
God, that I ſhall obtain in over-coming it, eo 

' 6, Carry with thee a Jealous and Watchful Eye over, 
thy. ſelf in all Conditions and Aftions. For there is n 
Snare and a Temptation in every thing thou dof; or 


"- + 
\ 


P 4 


thac.doth befall thee. , _.., kg 
1. Take heed to thy Senſes and their Objetts - Thou, | 
haſt an Evil.Eye,: a Covetous Eye, a' wanton and Adul- 
terous Eye, an Envious Eye, an Unfatiable Eye ;* thou 
haſt an Itching Exr, or an Ear open to Vanity , dull 
of Hearing, . when that thou heareſt is profitable ; thong 
haſt. a Sawcy, os be Luxurious Palate, that if it find not 
a Snarein thy Table, -or a Serpent in thy Cup, will 
ealily.make It. Eo ec 4 £ 
2- Take heed to thy Underſtanding, it is apt to 
ravel out. it ſelf in - impertinent - and unprofitable, . if 
not dangerous... and -Preſumptuous 'Speculations, to 
miſpend- it ſelf . and. precious Time in that which 
hurts thee, or at leaſt, doth thee no good; and of what 
uſe will the molt of them be within one moment after 
thy Death ? Either they ſhall be known exactly with-- 
qut a; Minutes, ſtudy, or they . will be. unuſe L, and 
utterly unſerviceable to thee z | whereas every Mmutes 
time thou ſpendeff here in impraving thy Knowledpe 
of-..God and his Word, is ſowing of a Seed, that hall | 
in thy Immortal Soul, yield a Harveſt ſajtable to her 
Condition. CN a5 bt rees 
-3<;Take heed to thy Aerory,. it is apt to. receive 
the Figures and Impreſlions of vain or ſinful Words or 
Actions, and the Dzvil is apt to turn that fide of the 
Glaſs-'40/ thy. Soul, that contains thoſe CharaCters , 
eſpecially 'at , ſuch times, when it may divert thee 
from; or diſturb thee;in better Thoughts, or Imploy- 


;-#; Tak? heed to thy Heart, it is a deceitfol Heart, 
| | a 


' iſſnes of | thy Life, Prove q. 23. 
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'F 2 treacherous and a falſe Heart- that will ſide with the 
| and of thy Peacez, 


Enemyiof thy.God;'and of thy Soul, ace 
IG critical/and a;falfe Heart, that. will torn into. 
a't 


ftrean- through the facyities and ations ; a box full of 
the Spirits of: Poyſon,; which will infe£t all thou doſt, 
dver-{pread the World with VYgllany, and Furies; a. foul, 
impure, impoſtumated Principle; that notbing..can 


cure-orichange, but. the great Lord of-the World, the 


God of the Spirits of./all Fleſh ; and yer. when God is 
pleaſed to fer up;his Rule and Scepter, there, there is 
never 8a: Minnre, but this Heart of thine. is praQiling 
Rebellionor Treachery.or Apoſtacy againſt ir,;. there», 
fare Keep thy Heart with all diligence, for ont. of it are the 
he Objects ;upon which 
thy: Heart-fixeth,. though they are:innocent and: harms 


- leſs for the moſt part, yet the ill Conſtitution of; thy. 


Heart turns them;to the Poyſon of thy Soul.Riches,and 
Power,: and Honour, and Creatures, are in themſelves 
good ;: but it is the Heart turns them into Temptations, 
and antd Sins. In the Purſuit of them, it. begets Cp, 
vetauſneſs, Ambition, unlawful Means. la; the-Fruition 
of them.-it begets. Pride and Infolence, and Carnal Con- 
fidence.' In the Warr of them it begets Murmuring, and 


Difcontent and Envy:;In the V/e: of things lawful, ir 


begets exceſs and immoderation and,naſeaſonableneſs - 


In: the Performance of-. things commendable and com 


manded, it begets Arrogance, Self-Attribution, .Vain« 
Glory, Overprizing of.;them-and of jr;fſelf for then 

opinion of Merit, ſuppoſition of Privilege. to offend 
in-other things,becaulſe of-the due performance of theſe, 
And:thus we cannot want a Temptarion,. ſo long as we 
carry about us a Heart fo full of Corruption ; Theres 
fore:carry a {tri and diligent hand over thy Heart;for 


| ithath in it a fountain, a ſeed, a ſtock of Temptations. 
| 5. Set. 


nd Shapes, ſo that thou canſt not know what. 
its ;-4t is the Fountain of all thoſe bitter Waters that 
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et econ art apt nay partially and 'to 
x face of mn upon things that it may be 
'evil;" andithereforerather be content-todeny thy 
the uſe of things indifferent, -than to hazard:thy' 


If 'n that which may prove a Sin. If thy carnal | 


heart judge a thing indifferent, 'it is tento one but: that 
thing hath ſomewhat of Sin in it : ifthy- heart dare 0n- 
ty fay iris indifferent and may-be-done, thou may't 
certainly comelude, that it may certainly be ler alone « 
In matters preſented to. thee as indifferent to'be done 
or nor to be-done, be content'to refuſe that part which 
thy finfol Heart moſt inclines thee to. When thon "de- 
nyeſt thy ſelf ir that” which thou-ort fare is ſinful; it” 
is the Duty of thy'Obedjence * when thou-denyeſt thy 
(ef in thar which ſeems indifferent, 'is the Duty of thy 
Waichfobreſs.” 2. Tn'matters that are certainly: Zawfwl ; 
_ yer/take heed of any mixture of any unlawful circum- 

Knee ; for that makes thy very” lawful aftion'a ſoars 
to thee. to'draw thee into Sin: © Any' one defett '5s | e+ 
nough to-make the: whole Action ſinful - as in-the uſe 
of the Crearures, if ir be accofnpanied with the circum- 
ſtances of moderation, unſeaſo0nableneſs or unſuita» 
erent in the acquiring of conveniences for Life, if ic be [| 

panied with any unlawful means, anxiety; 'rob- 
bing God of the Heart, -unſeaſonable robbing _— | 
is - Time: 'theſe make the things, that. -are 

themſelves lawful, to become find” And-not only 381 is it GO 
incafe of things Jawful, bur incaſe of things neceſſury 
and commendable + t0i plorifie God i is our moſt Univer- 
Al and indiſpenſable Daty, yetto talk deceirfully' for 
him, becomes'a ſin; Fob 13.' 9. To offer Sacrifice,was 
a Duty enjoined under the Old Law, yet to. commit 
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- The Temptations of 


EX is'apt to: temp 
| yp our reſt here; ro 
- to-forget- God; to-andervalue,”or not "to think pon 


the Lord's Prayer. 
of Blood, cores the Qctificefaes- an” 


{ mination, 1/c. 1, 13. To Pray, togive Eipacalk are 


injoined. by God 4 but to 'do "them for. Pride, 


4 Fo Glory, turns them into 2 Sing Aferrh. 6, x, The | 
, mixinggf exillmrans; van URad, ſpoils the whole 


. $4] 
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Service 
HY Edpecially have. an Exe. to that Terptarior that h 


maſt ſais oble to thy Age, - Complexion, Conſtitution, 
that is thy moſt' dangerous Tem- 


accy ” = {iv hath the- eſt -Power ' over 
3 e I of: Tout aretommonly light» 
| neſs: Pride ; apparel, [Ruſhneſs, Laſt, Excols: 


Glory, Ambition,. Revenge, Violence! The - Tem- 


? the Two Old" Age, Covetouſneſs, Moroſity; &c.- So 


o Comics - Tacidene to the* ſeveral Conſtiturions 
Luft,” Inqoderate/ — 
eſs, Featfylneſs, Vanity of 

who NT em eniom nrident to the fe- 
of-3 Man,thoſe- that-border npon his 
ts hots Coniang: &ec;' Upon his E- 


| Trade ion 
- ate 1n'this World; 'Poverty is/apt to incline to Mar- 
-  niuding;Repining;Envy at, others thr ſeem of lefs' Me- 


rit, yet.more Wealthy,uſe of un] : wv. -ifeans either to 


| fupplys QT 40: cover our Wants; Power #6. Aa Greatneſs, 


Revenge of paſt Injuriesor preſenr 


temptito 
1 = deſpiſe others; x0! Pride: /atid 


ce; todo7ets tbe Flartered ant hunt for' Ap- 
, Boaſting, 'Fhreatnivg,” Snpereitionſneſs, For- 
of Relations, wing undue means ro ſupport ite, 
t0 \Confidente* in it', ro Jer 


othito think bfgdeath or change, 


Gare, ani future! Condition; vexiog' and rotytents 
Senn, an ihgination Gre are out of tlie nced 


Py or 


| —_ « offs, or to offer Sacrifice with - 


e- are; commonty Vaitt- - 
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or end of the Divine Provident: 'r Tim;6.; 9.Thoſt | 
that will. be Rich. fall- into many. Temprations. 
expected .or injoyed-are aptto thruſt ont: of the heart | 
the thought of: the Preſence of :Gdd;iand;ithe! 
of Death and Judgment, that ſothey:may be the-more \ 
freely and uncontrolably enjoyed z: they are aÞE.'26:6- / 
ſtrange a Man from acceſs to God or confidence in —_ 
£90. haſh ard. the ow Art ps Do 

S are | 


eine ſuch, To = and: oa] | 
cart upon {yu njgn __ _ as-2at 
to it.in II ;of: Corru (as) | 
vermin:are to.he.produced from cd Pra 
- and therefore expect ſuch Tem 

Change of -thy Congigion, = 


them with Reſolution, - wi 

thoughts of. thy- Taka ith Remerabornes bh he 
Preſence,Power, *gd-All-ſufficiendy of God 4! $ and dufly, | 
with Recourſe xo God by: Prayer againſt chem:; - fou * 
Except the Lordikeep the Gig, t Warchmes wake buriiin | 
vain, Pſal. I27. bs 101116 5 eYA3IG2\'s IG I0Y.31T 
--*.2+. The ſecond means is that which-our Saviaor 
teacheth 8 in; Shis Petition, .Praytr cunto God the: Fa> | 
ther, who is faithful.and will fot:ſuffer! pn won} 
pted above what.we-are able, j1 Gor-aoc 1 3: Thr 
our Lord Jeſua Chriſt, who bath fifFered himſelf. Hei 
tempted, and therefore. is;able; to ſuccour.' thoſe: that | 
are tempted, Heb.;.2.:18. By the; Erernal * Spirir%\whis © 
hath, promiſed. to: gvide'us: inte all. Truth; :Fobs: 66013: | | 
[That the Almighty, and Eternal God;; who ſorfar:cons | | i 
deſcends unto us, .as to offer us his Hand: to leads usg }* 
gag: his Strength-to-ſupport us, that fees all our: oo 
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* Truth, to Curioſity;.ts 
< ape iries. If 1 have pon 94 

to deſpiſe the Purity £18 

tuth, £5 coped Be Man ; TOT 

"wy Wit to reafon 4 en - CUT: 
&« Sins, to ſpend my in thoſe. 
« do” not councerrall the” \Expence, 1 
«-yalne or uſe tom $-faruoy 
« find much averſeneſs to what i good;a 
< to every thing that is evil, or ro 
be Rooyion bee both: OD | 
« find abundance of Vanity ; w >mployec 
« thoughts of moſt jconcernment.to'' ann | 
« inconſiſtency, md, unſettled, cat 
< mingled with 5 ar 
« into my Conſe 
« brought over to the RIO PA 
© fore, if 'not 'wholly © 
« dead. In my AffeRtions 1 fin 
« eafily miſplaced, and: rerhne- 
** the bounds of Moderation, Reaſaui 
« much more of Chriſtianity'and th 
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« jtto all ſenſual E vu a} 

« exceſs. In my Senſe Tt re an Eye 
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= | the Lord's Prayer: © 3x 
® is in my Power; a Tongne full of unneceſſary, vain 
* words, apt to ſlander, ro whiſper, full of Vain-Glory 
S and ic fn agent} If thou giveſt me abealrby ſtrong 
'« Body, I arn ready to oye of it, apt to think my 
+ ſelf out of the reach of Sickneſs or Death ; It keeps 
©* me from thinking of my latter end, or providing 
T8 © for it ; Iam ready to uſe that ſtrength ts the Service 
v3 © of Sin, with better advantage , more exceſs, and 
8 * leſs remorſe. If thou viſiteſt me with Sckre/s, 
© © 1 am ſorprizd with Peeviſhneſs , Impatience, "with 
8 * ſolicitoys Care touching my Eſtate and Poſterity;2nd 
3 Recovery; 'and my Thoughts concerning thee leſs 
F<: frequent, leſs profitable than before, though m! 
> <© Neceſlity -be greater. If thou giveſt me Plenty, 
SY © am'/apt.to be Proud, Inſolent, cogfident in my Wealth, 
> © reckoning upon it as my Treaſure, think every 
F< thought loſt that is not imployed upon it, or -in 
© order to encreaſe it, loth ro think of Death or 
A © Judgment. If thou 'viſiteſt me with Poverty, I 
F *am apt' to murmur, to count the rich happy, © to 
1 **caſt off thy: Service as unprofitable, to look upon 
wy 5 my everlaſting hopes as things at a diſtance, tmagi- 
VF * nary Comforts under Real Wants. If thiou giveſt 
x *© me Reputation and Eſteem in the World, I =» apt 
"IF make uſe of it ro bear me out at a pinch in ſome 
+8 © unlawful aCtion, to uſe it to miſlead others, to uſe 
7 © any baſe ſhife to ſupport ir. If thou caſt 'me* into 
= © Reproach and Tgnominy, my heart is apt: 'to ſwell 
#2 © againſt the 'means ,'to ſtudy Revenge, and to die 
© © with-my Reputation, though. it may cauſeleſly be 
+7 © loſt, ahd-tobave the thoughts and Remembrance of 
2 <ir to interfere and grate upon my Soul, eyen in_my 
"2 © immediate Service to thee : any Crofi fowres my 
2 © Bleſſings, and carries my Heart © violently into 
* 8 © diſconcent, for, it may be, a ſingle afflidtion, which 
* 3 © [deferyedly ſoffer, that I forger to be thankful for 
& V 2 af 
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< z Multitude of other Mercies, which I yndeſervedly* 

&« enjoy. If am about a gaod Duty, T find my Heart. 7 

« tempred to perform them Carelelly, | bormally oh 3 
my 


<« Negligently , Hypocritically, Vain-gloriouſly, 
& falſe or bye-Ends 3: and when I have done | 2 
« Heart is puft up with Pride, opinion of Merit, Þ. 
&« looking ppon my Maker as my Debtor for the Duty 
<« | owe him; and yet. but lightly and defetively F 
= © perrmgn to him z; How then can I expect Power F 
b. © from my ſelf to reſiſt a temptation without, when | 
& | find ſo much Treackery within. me ? I therefore Y 
< beſeech thee, moſt merciful and powerful Farher, 
& to ſend into my Heart the Grace and ſtrength of thy F. 
& bleſſed Spirit to reſiſt and overcome all my Tem- F*: 
<«'ptations,to cleanſe and purge this foul heart of mine, Þ 
 U& of this Brood and Neſt of Luſt and Corruptions that F 
<« ore. within it ; to ſtrengthen my ſelf againſt the Þ 
< Temptations of Hell;the World, and my ſelf; to lead'F 
« me in ſafe Paths; to diſcoyer and admoniſh me F 
<« hourly,of all the dangers that are in my way ; and Þ 
© {© by thy. mighty and over-ruling Providence: to Þ 
&« guide me that I may ayoid- all occaſions of falling ; 
«ſo to order and oyer-rule, and moderate; and F 
< temper all the Occurrances of my Life, thar they} 
© may be ſuitable to that Grace thou giveſt me, to'Þ 
< bear them without offending thee z and if + thou at 
<« any: time ſuffer me to take a fall,” yet deliver me Þ 
<« from preſumptuous. Sins, give me a Heart ſpeedily | 
< to fly to thee for ſtrength to reſtore me, for Mercy : 
& to pardon me. If thou ſuffereſt me to fall: into Þ 
p: TOGIInS, yet I beſeech thee deliver me from the 'F 
evil. SS | = ; 
But deliver us from Evil, Three Evils are here. 
meant. | Ef RS FO at 7 z 
.. ' - _ I: TheEvil of Sin. We are before taught to pray Þ 
—_ for pardoniog Mercy in the firlt Petition;for preventing i 
i - : | ercy {© - 
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S 4 the Lotds Prayer. - 283 
7 Mercy in the former part of this Petition; and here 
2. we are taught to pray for delivering, reſtoring Mercy. 2 
F When a fin/js. committed, there is not only a guilt % 

” contrafted, which ſtands in need of Mercy to pardon 2 


- it, 'but the Soul receives a Wound that weakens it , 
oe. and ſtands in need of Divine ſtrength to reſtore ir ; 
- F and without this it will never riſe out of that ftate | 


F of Impotency, yea of Rebellion into which ir is fallen 
'S but will multiply fſin' opon fin to all Eternity. As 
= before our conyerſion unto God we are dead in treſ- 


= Paſles and Sins, and cannot convert our ſelves ; ſo after 
wy \--we are.converted, any one ſin puts us, as in our ſelvey 
ij - and reſpeCt of our own ſtrength, into the ſame ſtate 
" © of dead Men, in which our Converſion at firſt found 
© $ us- only here is the odds, God is pleaſed to put into us 
_ ” aSeed of Life, that ſhall again quicken. us though we 
4 $ Fall : 1 John 3. 9.Whoſocever, is born of God doth not com- 


F 7+ ſn, (that is,continue in it)for his ſeed abideth in him. 
* 1 John 2.1.1f any Man ſin, we have an Advocate, &c. 
* That Seed of Life, that Advocate of onr Peace, 
will cauſe him to lay hold again upon the Strength, 
and Mercy and Promiſe of God ; will carry his Eye 
# to look upon this brazen Serpent, will enable him to 
-$ re-apply the Merits and Life of Chriſt to his Soul ; and 
0 fothat Wound that was in it ſelf Mortal, is cured, and 
il F the Soul enabled to return again to God, whom by 
EF fin it hath forſaken ; and yet though the benefit is ours, 


ly # the deliverance is Gods, and he will be ſought unto, ; 
y #$ as well for ſtrength to recover-from the ſtate of ſin, 3s 4 
- F for Mercy to recover from the Guilt of Sin after every =_ 

FF fall. 4 
s. 4 2. Deliver vs from the evil of Puniſhment, or 


Afiition ; 1. By giving us Patience to bear it,as from 
the hand of God; 2. Wiſdom and Underſtanding to 
diſcern and perceive what the End of God is in ſending - = 
it ; for the Rod hath his Voice and his Meſſage ; Is * 2 
wo : V 3 may Co 
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| 284 " Meditations upte : 
| may be it wIY lA CL os paſt 
uprepented of, which lies ranckling in' thy Conſcience,” 
thou, h thou haſt. forgotten-ir , and ſo it” bids thes! 
look vackward : It may be it 4s to prevent thee from 
ſome'Sin,” which thou art otherwiſe like to fall into,” 
and fo bids thee look forward :' It 'may be thy: Heart 
begins toſettle upon her Lees, tofix her ſelf upon the: 
World, to grow ſecure and careleſs, to grow. proud? 
and wanton, and ſo it bids thee look within thee - It 
may be God is pleaſed to uſe this Croſs to ſtir thee up Þ 
to Dependance upon him, to ſeek him by Prayer, to {© 
diſcover his Power and Mercy in delivering thee in #** 
ſome eminent way, and fo it” bids thee look above | 
thee. Leari therefore the Meſlage of 'the | Croſs, and F* + 
improve it to thar end for which he ſent it, and by F.. 
this means thou ſhalt be delivered from the Evil of the 
Evil. 3. Deliver us from Evil, that is, from the | 
very Incumbency of the Evil upon us, And this is FF * 
a thing that we'may lawfully ask, ſo it be with ſob- & 
miſſion to the Will-of God, who beſt knows what is Þ. - 
fit for ug: only of this we may be ſure that though 
the thing be not granted: yet thy Petition is not” loſt : Þ- 
when Paul Feſought God thrice againſtan Affliction, 'Þ# 
2 Cor. 12. 9. though he had not deliverance from it, | 
yet he had ſufficient Grace given him to bear it: when | 
vor bleſſed Lord beſoaght that that Cup might paſs ÞF 
from him, though he muſt needs drink of the Cup,yer |. 
he was heard in the thing which he feared, Heb. 5.-7. 
And thy Prayer for deliverance ſhall be anſwered either Þ 
with a way to eſcape it, or with ſtrength comfortably Þ. 
| to bear ig, 1 Cor. 10, 13. | 5 i 
3. Deliver us from Evil, that is, rhe Evil oze,'who Þ 
Feet abouras a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may | 
eyOur, the Prince 'of Darkneſs, - the Prince of this 
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|. < World,” the Prince of the Power of the'Air; an Þ, 
Inviſible Prince, that could he but get Commiſſion from 
——_— -- 7p the E 


DSM8-- 3 3, 
& i 0640 ED gr. 
7 ff FER ® 
Rac . 
4 


at 


| © Oe he did.Fobs therefore we have 
| mg | 7; ot ute Sew'of God. came to deſtroy 
+ work: of Satin; ;to judge this Prince of this World, 
© bruiſe Headz'fo he would continually aſliſt us 
F Rm reſiſt him, todiſcover him, even when 
"he t himſelf into-an Angel of light ; that if 
- about to - ſeduce us from - the Truth by 
Aoeonds as once he- did Pharaob; by Pre- 
Is. ng 1867 ner he did in the Heathen Oracles ; 
F ications even of the very Word of: Truth, 
4 ay he /endeavoured:todo; by our: Saviour ; by ſuccelles 
” and-everits 6f things ,- that we' may remember - the | 
barre Ahoſes-gave unto the 1ſreelites ; Deut. 13. 3. 
. The Lord your God proveth you,' whether ye love the Lord 
| your Gel With all your | Heart, and with all your Soul ? 
[3 ” thatif heigo about to ſeduce us into Sin, or denying 
of the Irut Shan mp uv hg yy of Honours, 
- Prefermenty, Fem es, or to affright us 
© iro the Truth by 7 7carnt "P ecutions, Diſgraces, 
+ Death, yet we' may-not be allured or affrighted i into- ſin, 
| - but may; keep cloſe tothe ſure Trath of God revealed 
L in his Word, whatever the Event be. 


For chime i 6s! ohe K ingdom, Power and Glory. 
; i-th ths beginning of this Prayer, our Saviour teach« 
| i oth us to-ftrengthen our Faith in the ' Mercy of God, 
| by op apciday as ro'call him Father and in the Power of 
I teaching vs to. call him our Heavenly Father ; 
that A eg botli-theſe Conſiderations we may look upon 


*  Alwighty' /God'in the Entrance into our Prayers : 
bY V4 « And 
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veſt -as in/our firſt, our Saviour teacheth, 


- os co-Gnnnd © Conliderations,that may ſuppor DF 
A fortifie our Souls in the cloſe of on Praſer, 0s 0! 
F. - In the beginningzthat ſothe conlide A 3 
7 God, his Power and Goodneſs; w: oe [the B inning + 
and the End, the Firſt and the | % 
Beginning and the End, as of our Hoop, me .of i 
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our Services, af. 
© Thiness the K ingdom. &« Thou art: the only, pr | 4 
« abſolute, and rightful Soveraign-'of all - thy . Crea- F* 


<« tures ; and to thee do all the Creatures in the World | 
<« owe an infinite Subjection: ;;for-by.'thy-Power. and 
b * Goodneſs they were created and; ;are profirreds 
A « And yet if it. were - poſſible - that. Infinitude way 
F <« admit; of degrees,' the Children of; Men. owe - 

< more -infinite ſabjeftion_ unto. thee, than any. of. ; 
£© the reſt of thy Creatures; for thou yet ſpareſt unto 
} « them that Being, that by. fin they. hone Halniens | : 

<8 <« unto thee : And :yet-more than this, thoſe w 

= < thou baſt redeemed by the Paſſion. .of thy. aw. 

; « anttified, owe thee ;yet amore. infinite Debt "* 
$ ſubjettion, than the reſt of the Children of Men: 
—xx <« And becauſe thou art -ovr_ King, - whither /ſhould 
F * we go to. make our Requeſts, bur unto our King, in 
5 « whom all Authority is juſtly placed ? And if thon 
* art our King, it is but reaſonable for me to deſire 
6 That tby Name may be [glorified , that all the Sub- 
* jets of thy Kingdom , according to, their ſeveral 
| « conditions may Magnifie and Glorihie: the Name of 
MI © their King ;: That rhy Kingdom may come with evi- 
ST. - © dence and: demonſtration of it ſelf ; and that all thy 
= & SIAPUreSs as they owe:ajult ſabjeftion to gre 
"wu % av 
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& Frets thy Providence hath ax jabgg their 
* Adminiſtrations by Laws and Rules 3. but thy Will 
« is the only. Rule, Exemplar, and - Foundation of 
< Juſtice , therefore let thy will be dong; TN bh amen 
< wouldeſt give.us our Bread, hen the 

© years of Plenty had filled Pharaoh's CREED ; 
< and were after-entertained with ſeven years of Fa- 


 < mine, - the Egyptians cryed unto their King for 
2 « Bread, Gen, 41. 55. And whither ſhall we go for 
F< Breadfor our Bodies, but to our King, who is Lord - 
F © of all the Store of the World, and. gives Meat to 
- Ell his.Creatures-in their Seaſon, and feeds the young 
+& Ravens when they cry ? And whither ſhould we go 


<« for Bread for our Souls, but to thee our King, who 
< haſt intruſted this-Bread. of Life under the Hands of 


2 our Joſeph, our Saviour ?. That thon wouldeſt for- 


ve us our Sins, for our Sinsare as ſo many Treaſons 

* againſt thy Majeſty, and thou alone canſt remir, 
« whom alone we can offend : The pardoning 

« of Sins, as it Is thy peculiar Prerogative, (for who 
« can forgive Sins, ſave God only?) ſo it is thy Proper- 


| & Ty-'a part of thy Name pardoning iniquity Iran reſſt- 
3 © 0nand Sin, Exod. 34. 7. "That thou would” ſt 
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n'of Hell is ſubjeE 


; 


o od the Poles; CThens maybe + levfat ud «juſt 
© Anthority, where yet there wants Power to'"a&t it - 
& but as thou haſt a juſt Soveraignty and Authority 


«over all th Creatures, thou' haſt an * 


&Poyer 'to do' whatſoever thou pleaſcſt : nothing 


« is too hard for thee ; Evil Men and Evil Angels, 


< though: they refiſt thy Authority; cannot avoid thy 
AED Reece, * bur” ſent Son 
are - great Reque ut yet they are 
© all within thy Power to grant : 'Sin hath drawn a 
« cloud and darkneſs over our Underſtandin , that we 
& cannot ſee thee : It hath infuſed a. "into 
*gur Wills, that we cannot abide thee; and: "how 
* then ſhall we ſanQifie that Name which he know'not;. 
« or if we know, 'yet we hate it ? thou" haſt 


. < Tnfinite -Power ' to: featter this ' Darknck, the that' we 


© may ſec thee, and to conquer this'Perverſeneſs, "that 
«< we may loye "and fie thee. The Prince of 
« Farknels hath rs hon uſurped Power and is become F 
< the Prifice'of the World, and ſets up ſtrong holds {| 
% in our hearts, and mans them with (== | 
* and Powers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs 
& Infinite Power, even by a - poor deſpiſed Go) 
©'to pull down theſe ſtrong holds, to ſubdue of 
*'Principalities and Powers, - to bind the ſtrong Man 
*© that keeps the Houſe, and td 'ſet up thy Throne 
*and'thy Kingdom, even where Satar's ſeat is. IM 
* ſtate 
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"B the Lord's Prayer: - © 28 
- #-ſtate of our Nature is ſo changed, that-we, that 
 $ were once fitted for an Obedience to thy Will, are 
«now become Enemies to it, reſiſters of it, dead to _ , 
*© the obedience of it ; but thou haſt infinite. Power + 
* bythy very Word of Commmand to quicken: us, as -, 7 
« well as: to create us, to change our Natures, to .+3 
* conform our -Will to the obedience of thine, that —” 
« ſothy Will may be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. 
< Sin hath put a Curſe into the Creature, that it hath 
' & Joſt much of that effeftual Power to ſupport and to. 
<« preſerve our Nature, that once it had « and it hath 
<« puta diſorder into the whole Creation, ſo that ir is 
« a wonder to ſee that ſuch a World of Men and Crxea» _ 
<« tures; amongſt whom fin hath - ſown ſuch a diſorder 
$ and enmity, ſhould be once able to live by another; 
| & yet thou haſt Power to remove that Curſe, . to pro- 
\ 8 © vide for the ſevexal Exigencies of all thy Creatur \ 
| * according to their ſeverak Conveniences, to fe 
« us in times and places of neceſlity ; to-make a Raven 
* our-Purveyor, a Cruiſe of Oil; or a Barrel of Meal 
£« to bea ſupply for three Years Famine. Our daily ſins 
_< committed fo often againſt ſo great a Duty, 2gainſt 
& ſo many Mercies, ſo much Patience, ſo much Love, 
« {o:much Bounty received from one that owes us 
<«< nothing, are enough to ſin away any ſtock of Pardon- 
« ing Mercy and Patience below Infinitude ; But 
£ thou haſt an unſearchable bottomleſs Fountain of 
« Power, as well to pardon as to puniſh. Our Tem- 
© pration, unto ſin meet. us upon every. occaſon, from 
« without us and from within us, and -we have no 
* Wiſdom in our ſelves. to foreſee them z no Strength, 
« nor yet any Will to oppoſe them ; but thou halt in- 
« finite Power-to forſee, to prevent, to divert them, 
«and to deliver from them. The leaſt of  Evils., 
« 2rmed with the guilt of any -one fin, will, .like a _ 
«© Weight of Lead, preſs us into an na 4 34 
7 | * of - 
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oO , '_  * Meditations upon be 
 ® of recovery from it ; the enemy of our Souls is cons Þ| 
__ < yerſant within- us, and about us, and ready upon 
' . & every occaſion to ſeduce us into fin, and tp torment 
« and diſorder us for it ; and his Power and ſtrength. 
<«< and ſubtilty is beyond our Power to reſiſt ; and in- 
< deed he finds us willing Captives ; but as thon haft 
« Authority, ſo thou-haſt Power toreſtrain him, to diſ- 
« cover him, to 'fortifie and ſtrengthen us -againſt - 
< him, and to deliver vs from him: and therefore I 
<« here lay hold of the ſtrength of O-mipotency to grant 
< theſe my Petitions ; but this is not all : 

And the Glory. © Omnipotency, though it be one 
& addition of ftrength to our Prayers, yet it. is not 
© enongh. The Leper in the Goſpel ſaid truly to 
£ gur Saviour, if thon wilt, thou canſk make me 
© clean; but yet he doth not conclude, Thou canſt, 
< therefore thou wilt : but thy Glory is the grear 
«Endof all thy Works ; the-End of thy great Work - 
« of Creation; Prov. 16. 4. the end of thy Son's 
« coming into the World to redeem Mankind ; Luke 
« 2.14. The endof thy Eternal Counſel -in' eletting 
« ſome to Life, and leaving others ; Rom. 9g. 22. It 
* js the only Tribute that all thy Works can give thee 
« for their Being and Preſervation, and that which 
*£ thou accounteſt moſt dear and peculiar unto thy 
© felf : Ifa. 42. 8.43. 11. 1 am the Lord, that is. my 
&« Name, and my Glory I will not give to. another. And 
© in all theſe: my requeſts I have ſought nothing but 
*© what conduceth to thy Glory. 'In Granting what 
* T have here asked ; the Benefit is ours; but the 
& Glory is thine: In it thou haſt the Glory of thy 
- * Mercy, theGlory of y Power, the Glory of thy 

© Bounty and Goodneſs, the Glory of thy Truth: and 
© Faithfulneſs;thou haſt ſaid of old, that thy Glory ſhall 
tc be revealed, and. that all fleſh ſhall ſee it ;, 1/a, 40. 5. 
that thef ſhall ſanCtifie thy Name 5 1/a. 29. | W: 
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, <C'deftroyed, and | 
< other Kingdoms, and ſhall ſtand for'ever'; Dan; 2; 
©* 44. Dar.7. 27. That: thy Counſel ſhall ta 
4 thou wilt do all thy Pleaſure ; 1/aiah 46. 10. That 

_ < thou wilt give us a new Heart, and a new Spirit, 
« and will cauſe us to walk in thy Statutes, and'-to 
« keep thy Judgment and dothem ; Ezck, 36. 26, 275, 
© That verily we ſhall be fed; -P/alm 37. 3. That 
© though the youn Lions do.lack and ſuffer. hunger ; 

© yet they that ſeek thee ſhall not want any good 
« thing; Pſalm 34, 10, Thatif we return unto thee; 
« thou wilt have Mercy, and abundantly Pardon ;; 
* iſa. 55. 7. Thatthou art a God Pardoning Iniqui- 
©tY, Tranſerefioa, and Sin; Exod. 34. 7. That tho 


&« wilt not ſuffer usto be tempted above what we are' 
<& able, but wilt with the Temptation make a way'to ” 


& eſcape; 1 Cor. 10. 13. That if we call upon thee 
<« in the day of trouble, thou wilt deliver ns, and we 
< ſhall glorifie-thee 3 P/alm 50. 15. And' yet though 
© thou, the great God of Power and Truth; haſt 
&« ſpoken all this, and wilt do it, yet that thou mayeſt 
& have the due acknowledgment of our ſubjeftion 
<« and dependance upon thee, thou wile be enquired 
 & of for this to do it for us ; Ezek., 36. 36,37, And 
« although we are ſo ſinful, that we cannot ſo much as 
« deſerve thy Pity in our greateſt- miſery, yet for thy 
« Names ſake ; and for thy Glory's ſake, hear ys : 
«© Pſalm 106. 8. For thy own ſake ; 1ſasah 48. 11. 
« And though all the Praiſes. and Acknowledgments 


&« of: thy Creatures add nothing to thy Glory; for thine 


 <;s an Eſſential, Infinite, Abſolute, Independant 
« Glory ; yet ſince thou art pleaſed to accept ofthis 
&« our. poor and our only - Tribute, and to take it” in 
cc | part from thy Creatures , we will thankfully 


| «* acknowledge thy great Condeſcention to us in accept- 
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nd, and 
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k. _ *« for our ſelves, for others, nay for-thine own-Glory - 


£ 


us Tiberty through thy Son to be interceſfors 


Gard Kingdom, and the manifeſtation of it + Whar 


4 ſhall I render unto the Lord for all bis Benefus' towards 


«'me? 1 will rake the Cup of Salvation, and call upon 
6:tbe Name of the Lord. Give me Grace in all my 
« Wants and Neceſlities to fly to thee by Prayer, and 
* jn all my Supplies and Deliverances to return unto 
<« thee with Thankſgiving. : 

_ For Ever. ©* Thy Kingdom is an Everlaſting King- 
«- dom,. and thy Dominion endureth throughout all 
«Generations ; Pſalm 145. 13. A Kingdom which 
<« ſhall in time break and ſubdue all the Kingdoms of 
& this World, and the Kingdom of Darkneſs,Sin,Death, 
« and Satan. And as-is thy Kingdom, ſuch is thy 
« Power, infinite in extent, infinitely more _ compre- 
« henfive . than the vaſteſt wants'or deſires of thy Crea- 


«tures, infinite in duration, unexhauſtible by all 


<« the ſucceſſions of- Time and of Eternity it ſelf. And 
« as is thy Kingdom and Power, ſuch is thy Glory, 
«xn Eternal and Endleſs Glory ; before the Birth 
«of Time, when nothing had a Being but thy ſelf, 
«© rhon hadſt Infinite Self-ſufficiency, and an Incom- 
t© prehenſible fulneſs of Glory; Fob» 17.5. And 
« when thon didſt in time create the World, it did 
«not contribute-unto thy fulneſs of Glory, but thou 
« didſt communicate aud imprint ſome of thy. Glory 
<« upon it ; and-all the Glory 'that thy Creatures 
* bring unto thee, is nothing elſe but the refletion 
« of thine own Glory, a recoil of that. Beam that 
« came from thy Sun : Yet though the Glory: of thy 
** Eſſence, cannot receive any increaſe by this re- 
« fleftion, yer thou art pleaſed everlaſtingly to per- 
& petuate this thy reflexive Glory, by the immortal 
& Angels and Spirits of juſt Men made perfect , t6 
| LEP * whom 
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| Lord's Prayer 


PARAPHRASED. 


Our Father. 


Eternal and Glorious Lord God, thou art 
our Father By Creation, for thou gaveſt at 
firſt Being to the Common Parents of all 

| Mankind : Thou art our Father by Nature z 
' we owe our own immediate Being more to Thee, than 

+ we do to our immediate Parents; for thou arc the 


'& Father of. our Spirits : Thou art our Father by owr 


* Preſervation z we could not ſupport out ſclyes in Being 
* one moment. of time, without rhe unceſſant influence 
$ of thy Providence and goodneſs : Thou art out Father 
* by Adoption, receiving us in a-more ſpecial manner to 
$ be thy Children in aad through Jeſus Chriſt. Ia all 
* 'the Cotirſe and Paſſages of .our Lives, thou haſt mani- 


F feſted unto us the Love and Compaſſion, and Fender- 
$ neſs, and Goodneſs, and AﬀeRion, and Kindneſs of 


J Father ; Forgiving our Offences, Healing our Back- 
S flidings, Pitying our Weakneſſes, Supplying our 
| Wants, Deliyering us. from Dangers, Accepting our 
; | | X weak 
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296 + The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. _ 


weak endeavours to phaſe and ſerve” thee, Providing. 
. things neceſlary i and an Immortal Daren. $ 
of -G myo cy - Bleſſed be-thy-Name, that # 
art pleaſed even from Heaven to commiſſionate us to # 
come unto thee, and to call upon thee under that encou- - 
_ raging,comfortable, and near Relation and Title of our 
Father ; which carries in jt the moſt full and ample aſſu- ' 
'rance of Audience and Acceptation : For with whom 
can we expect acceptation or Acceſs ? From whom 
can we expect the conceſſion of what we need, if not 
from our Father ? To whom ſhould we reſort for ſup- 


plies but to our Father ? * ; 
Which art in Heaven, 


It true, the Fathers of our Fleſh did bear to us 
Tenderneſs and AﬀeCtion : but alaſs they were Mortal F 
Fathers, Fathers on rrromgy tt that either are F 
' dead, or muſt die. And beſides, though their AF- F 
feCtions might be large to us, they were ftraitned in } 
Power z they were Earthly Fathers;. and poſſibly Þ 
their AﬀeCtions to us were larger than their Ability. F 
But thou art Our Father, an Abiding, Everlaſting 
Father, a Father in Heaven. As thy Love is abun- } 
dantly extended to us as a Father, ſo thy Power and | 
Ability to anſwer us is as large as thy Goodneſs. ; 
Thou art an Heavenly Father, an All- 


afficient Fa» | 


ther, weare not ftraitned in thy Love to us, becauſe FF - 


thou art our Father,: neither are we ſtraitned in thy : 
Power, yt Goodues : for. chow _ tf 

in all thy Attributes, And yet thongh ; 
Jaiah 66. 1. yon art in Heaven as thy Throne, ; 
yet the Earth is.thy Footſtool: Though thou dwelleſt in} 
the Heavens by thy Glorious Manifeſtarion 
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1 Kings 8. of thy Majeſty, yet the Heavens, nor the I of 


27. Heaven of Heayens - cannot contain _ F 
ou | 
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W Th nndsFrovtr Parighraſed. 29g <© 
F Thou art:in all places, by thy Power, Preſence, and 
' Effetce: Ours! Prayers have na long journey to thee ; 
# for:thou-/art; near: unto us, and-acquainted. with aH 
$ aur:Thoughty,:and-Wants, and Deſires. And, thou 
art-not-obly preſent-to hear 'our / Prayers, but ' to re- 
lieve, ſupply, ſupport us, and art pleaſed by a ſpecial 
Promiſe to make . the poor cottage of an humble, fin= 
cere, praying Soul. $0: be thy Temple, and 

to be preſent there, and to be near to all 2). 145.18, 
* Shenl that in iategrity call upon thee, AY 


Hallowed be thy Name. 


 < [And ſince tby Glory and Honovr is the great End 
of all thy Works, ,'we deſire that it may be the begin- 
ning andend of alliour Prayers and Services. Let thy 
 gredt Name be Glorious, 'and/ Glorified and San&i- 
through.all the World : Let the 2 
wiedge of thee fillall the Earth 588” 7ajiah 12. 5; 
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Koo 
the. Waters cover the Sea : Let that be 
done: in the World: that; may moſt advance thy 
- ;Glory: Let all thy; Works praiſe thee: Let thy 
Wiſdom, Power;! Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy and 
3 ;T ruth: be evident vato all Man-kind, | that they may 
4 .obſerve; acknowledge: and -admire it, and Magnifie 
' the Natne of thee,-the Eternal God. In. all-the dil- 
'F -penſation of thy | Providence enable us to ſee thee, 
3 +aod to ſanQifie thy Name in our Hearts with Thankful- 
| neſs; in our Lips with Tbankſgiving, in cur Lives with 
* -Dutifulneſs and Qhedience. Enable us to live to the 
\ Honourof that great Name of thine'by which we are 
{ called; and that as we profeſs our ſelves to be thy 
| Children, ſo we may. ſtudy . and- ſincerely. endeavour 
to be like thee in all Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, 
T - . That we may thereby bring Glory to'thee Onr Father, 
which art-ia Heayen : that —__ all Man-kind may 
_ 2 haye 
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. 2gs  Thekords Prayer Paraphiafed. 
*E have High and Honourable Thoughts 'touching thee,” } 
in ſome meaſure. ſvicable + to - thy +Glory, Miajelby,\ 
may » ; 
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Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Bounty and Purity'5 and may 
our.Words and Attions manifeſt theſe. inward Thought 
touching. thee, with ſuitable and becoming Words and 
Actions. \ FE Ih [/-x'by $4? 
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Let the Kingdom - of Grace come. Let all the 
World become the true Subjects of thee, the Glori- 
ous God, And-let the Goſpel-of thy Kingdom, the 

| . everlaſting Goſpel, run vicoriouſly over 
Revel. 11, 15 the face-of the whole World; that. the 

h Kingcoms of the Earth - may become -the 
Kingdom of God and: of his Chriſt. - Let thy Grace, 
and. thy Fear, and "thy Love, -andthy. Law, -rute-'in. 
all our Hearts, and in the Hearts of all Mankind.:: And 
ſubdue and exterminate the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
the Kingdom of Satan, the: Kingdomvof Anti-Chriſt, 
bring all Men to., the, Knowledgerand Obedience-of 
the Truth : and-let the Scepter; of thy Kingdom be 
ſet up and upheld as long as tlie Sun'endureth-' And 
let thy Kingdom - of | Glory cone. i: Alſo make'vs fit 

Veſſels-of it, and that - baving this” hope, 
we may perfect Holineſs in thy” Fear, 
Waiting for, and: ''Haſtning unto. 'the 
Coming of our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 'the 'Day 
wherein he ſhall Deliver up the: King- 

br, Is 74.  domunto the Father, that God may 
* all inall. 6374 2041, Þ0266920H 


2 Cor. 7. I. 
2 Pet. 3. 12. 


Thy Will be done. © 


- And ſince thy Wil is a moſt Holy, Righteous, 
Gracious, Juſt 8nd Wiſe Wal, let it be eyermore 
/ our 
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> onr choice, to'make thy Will to be ours, and to reſign 


up our wills unto thee,and to'thy Will. Let tbe Will of 
thy Connſel be done : and although we know it is not in 
the Power of 'Men'or Devils 'to hinder it, yet ſowe do 


. teſtifie our Duty" onto thee, in Praying, that nothing 


INT renee the Will of thy Counſels ; for thy 
Counſels are fullof Goodneſs,and Benignity, and Purity, 
and Righteouſneſs.” And we beg thee to give us. hearts 
moſt intirely to wait upon thee, in whatſoever thou ſhalt 
_— concerning us: that if thou ſhalt give us Proſpe- 

ty and Succeſs in this Life, we may receive it with all 
Thankfulneſs and Humility ; and uſe it with Sobriety, 
Moderation and - Faithfulneſs-:. if thou ſhalt ſend ps 
Adverſity, we may entertain it with all Submiſliveneſs, 
Patience, Contentedneſs, cheerfully ſabmitting to the 
Diſpenſation of -our Heavenly Father; ever acknow- 
ledging thy. Will to be the beſt Will, and that where- 
unto it becomes us with all Humility to ſabmit 5 and 
in the midſt of all -to rejoyce, that our Portion, and 
Patrimony, and Happineſs is reſerved for us in a better 
life. And as we deſire the Will of thy Counſels may 
be done upon-us, ſo we deſire the Will of thy Commands 


, may be done by us, and by all Mankind ; that we may 


conform our Hearts and Lives to the Rule of thy Blef- 
ſed Word, that we may live in all Piety to thee our 
God, in all Righteouſneſs'towards Men, in all Sobriety 
towards our ſelves; that we may follow thoſe Pre- 


cepts and Patterns of Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, 


Temperance, Patience, Goodneſs Charity, and all o« 
ther Moral and Chriſtian Vertues, that thou baſt in thy 
Word Commanded or Propounded for our Practice 
and Imitation, 


300 The Lords Prayer Paraphraſed. 
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And that this Obedience uato thee and .thy Will, 
may be perfortned by us and all Mankind in ſome 
meaſure anſwerable to whar is done by thy Glorious 
Angels in Heaven : that we (may) do it Cheerfully, 
without Myurmuring ; Sincerely without Diſlimula- 
tion ; ry without Delay or. Procraſtination, 
and Conſtantly and Unceſlantly, without Deficiency or 
Fzinting ; And that we may not at all fail in our Duty 
herein, be pleaſed daily more and more to reveal thy 
Heavenly Will unto us, that fo our Wills on Earth may 
anſwer thy Will in Heaven ; and Keep us always care- 
ful and circumſpeCt, in ſincerity and Integrity of heart 
to keepcloſe unto ir ; that neither the corruptions of 
our own hearts, the ſeducements of Satex, the. deceirs 
of this preſent World, may at any time withdraw ns 
from the Obedience of .thy moſt Perfeft and Holy 
WALK - 2 © 


Give ns this day Our daily Bread. 


And now, moſt Gracious Father, as we have Peti- 
tioned T hee for things that more immediately concern 
thy Glory, Kingdom and Will, we beg. Thee to give 
us leave to Petition Thee for ſome things that more 11n- 
mediately concern our ſelves, Bleſſed Lord, thou haſt 
given us cur Being; and yet whep thou haſt ſo given 
-1T .us, we cannot ſupport our ſelves in that Being one 
day, nay one moment, without thy further influence 
and Bounty, We therefore beg of Thee our Daily 
Bread, and in that all the Bleſſings and, convenient 
Neceſlzrics for our ſupport. We beg Bread for this 
Lite : Thou that feedeſt the young Ravens when they 
cry, we that are thy Children, beg of Thee to feed 

| us 
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The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. 30x 


: us with food convenient for us : Thou that cloatheſt the 
Lilies of the field, give us cloathiog for our;covering 
and defence ; and all thoſe neceſlaries and convenient 


ſupplics for our wants and conditions. And becauſe it is 
thy Bleſſing that giveth our Food ability to nouriſh ns, 
our Cloaths to keep us warm,and all other ovitward ſup- 
plies, their ſerviceableneſs and uſcfulneſs for our Condi. 
tions, _ thy Bleſling may come along with thy Be- 
nefits. becauſe it 1s part, as well of our. Duty,as 
of that State and Condition wherein thou haſt placed us 
ia this Life,that in the ſweat of our brows we ſhould ear 
our bread, enable us, we beſeech Thee, for the Duties 
of our ſeveral Callings and imployments; and bleſs our 
Labours, that we may ſerve Thee faithfully therein,and 


' may be enabled thereby honeſtly to provide for our 


ſelves and Families. And as we beg of Thee this mear 
that periſheth, the convenient ſypplies of our external 
conditions in this life , ſo we beſeech Thee, give us 
that Bread that may feed us unto everlaſting hife z an 
Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs and Merits of thy .Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, thy Grace, and the DireCtioa, Guidance, 
and SanCtification of thy Holy Spirit ; whereby we may 
bediretted, ſtrengthned andcomfarted.in a walking ac- 
cording to thy Will here, and may everlaitingly enjoy 
thy Preſgnce and Glory. hereafter. 


And forgive us our Treſpaſſes. 


Thou art the great Creatof, Lord and Covyernonr 
of all the Worldz and art in a more ſpecial relation, 
the Sovereign, the Father, the great Benefattor cf 
Mankind z; and therefore may*ſt moſt juſtly expect 
from the children of Men our utmoſt Love, and 
Fear, and Reverence and Obedience; and thou haſt 
by the Light of Nature, and by that greater Lizhc 
of hy Holy Word, reyealed unto ns a mat-2Roly 
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and hourly violate that Holy Law of thine both in 


thou forbiddeſt us : we are deficient in the remem- 
' brance of thee, in our Love to thee, in our Fear of 
thee. We often omit thoſe Daties that thou requireſt, 


we perform them, they want that due meaſure of 
Love, Humility, 'Reverence, Intention of Mind, that 
thou moſt juſtly doſt require and deſerve - we omit 
thoſe Duties of Charity, Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, 
that we owe to others; that Sobriety, Temperance 
Moderation, Vigilance, thas relate-to our ſelves; and 
we daily commit Offences againſt thee, the Glorious 
God.againſt our Neighbours, againſt our ſelyes ; can- 
trary to the Injunftions of thy Holy Law revealed to 
us ; and theſe we often reiterate againſt Mercies, 
Chaſtiſements, Promiſes of better Obedience. And 
although many of our Negle&s and Offences imme- 


Offences againſt thy Holy and Righteous Law ; and 
againſt that SubjeCtion, and Obedience, and Duty, 
and Thankfulneſs, that we owe unto thee. And when 
we have done all this; we are not able to make thee 
any ſatisfaftion for any of the leaſt of our Offences or 


_ thy . Mercy, Pardon and Forgiveneſs. We. there-| 

- ' © fore come unto thee, who art our Lord and Sovereign, 
| whoſe Prerogative it is to forgive Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion and Sin; to thee, which art our Father, who 
art full of Pity and Compaſſion to thy Children, though 


art a Father of Mercies as wellas of Men; and haſt 
| | _ delight 


and Righteous Law, to- which we owe 'a moſt entire | 
and »fincere- Obedience ; and yet notwithſtanding all }_ 
theſe Obligations, we - poor ſinful Creatures do- daily. , 


Thought, Word and Deed : we omit much of what 
thou requireſt of us; and we commit” often what 
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of Invocation, Thankſgiving, Dependance z and when 


diately concern our ſelves or others, yet they-are all 


neglects, but only to confeſs our Guilt, and to beg . 


diſobedient and backſliding Children ; to thee, who. 


F delight inForgiving thy diſobedient and returning and - 
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Children: and we confeſs our fins, our back= 


flidings,our failings, And upon the account of thy own 


| Mercy and Goodneſs, upon the account of thy Son's Me- 


rits and Sufferings, upon the account of thy own Promi« 
ſes contained in'that Word, whereupon thou baſt cay- * 


ſed thy Servants to truſt, Patdon the fins of qur Duties, 
. and the fins of our Lives; the fins of our Natures,and the 


ſins of our PraCtice ;/ the ſins of 'our Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions; the fins of Omiſlion, and the fins of Com- 
miſſion ;.the ſins of Infirmity, Faifing and daily Incure - 


| fion, and the ſins of Wilfulneſs,Preſumption and Rebel- 


lion, whereof we ſtand guilty before thee, Our Requeſt, ' 
we confeſs is great, The Debt whereof we deſire For. 
giveneſs, is a great and vaſt Debt - but we ask it of the 
great and glorious Monarch of the World z we ask it of 
cur gracious and merciful Father ; and from that glori- 
ous God, who rejoyceth more in multiplying Pardons 
upon repenting ſinners, than the Children of Men cat 
delight in offending. 


Ls we forgive them that Treſpaſs againſt us. 


And beſides all this, we have been taught by him, 
that knew thy Will co be full, that if we from our 
hearts forgive thoſe that Treſpaſs againſt us, thou that 
art our Heavenly Father wilt forgive us our Treſpaſles 
againſt thee, Upon this Promiſe of thine we lay 
hold: In obedience to thy - Commands, we forgive 
our Brethren their Offences againſt us, and beg thee 
therefore to make gocd that thy Promiſe, Forgive 
ws our offences. It is true, our Forgiving of others 
cannot merir thy Pardon of us. When we Forgive, 
we do our Duty, becauſe thou Commandeſt it. And 
beſides, the Treſpaſs that we remit is but to our®. 
Brother, and is but a ſwall inconſiderable Treſpaſs, | 
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forgiveneſs of Thee : his 1 
Ence, Ours more than ten. thouſand Talents. - Yet, 
Fiedſed ſled Lord, Se us leave to lay hold upon thy Pro- 
. miſe, which thou haſt freely made, and to. ſtrengthen 
our hearts in' this, that that God that hath commanded 
us to forgive our repenting Brother, will not deny a 


our forgiveneſsof others, is a God of Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs, as well as a Father of Mercies ; and though 
pur forgiveneſs of our Brother cannot in any proportion 

. deſerve our God's forgiveneſs of us, yet when the God 
of Truth hath freely ingaged himſelf by his Word to 
forgive us if we forgive, he will never break it : and 
he that hath raiſed in our hearts by his Grace this Mer- 
ciful temper and diſpoſition towards others, hath there- 
by given us a pledge of his Mercy and Goodneſs unto 
ys In Pardoning all our Offences. | 


And lead us not into Temptation. 


And becauſe we are weak and frail Creatures, ſub- 
je&t to be overcome with every Temptation to depart 
from our Duty to thee ; and we hourly converſe with 
all varieties of Temptations : . Temptations from the 
World ; Temptations from Satan, the Prince of 
this World ; and, which is the worſt of all, Tempta- 
tions from our own finful- hearts, corcupt natures, 
unruly affeftions; and without thy continual Grace 
preventing or aſſiſting us, the leaſt of all theſe our 

nemies and Temptations are able to over-match us : 
And becauſe we. are obnoxious to Temptations in all 
our actions, in all our conditions, in all our wants, and 
in all our enjoyments z in our lawful aftions we 
are ſubject to the Temptation of Immoderation and 

ge oe "55 Exceſs 5 


Pardon to his repeating Children ; and chat God that 
hath been pleaſed to promiſe forgiveneſs to us upon ' 


| The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. L 
ompariſon of thoſe Treſpaſſes whereof we beg the F* 
reſpaſs not ' an hundred © 


Exceſs; in our Religions Actions, to 44g and - 
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Vain-glory ; in our Proſperity, to Pride For- 
fs of thee ;. in Adverſity, to Murmuring and © 


-- Diſcontent, and accuſing of thy Providence; under 


Injuries, to Vindiftiveneſs and Immoderate Anger ; + 
under Comforts and Enjoyments, * to Security and 

Abatement of our Love to thee, and ſetting up onr 
hopes and our reſt' upon the preſent: World ; in” our 
Knowledge, to vain and impertinent Curioſity, Pride 
and Self-conceit; in - caſes of Wants, to unlawful 
Means for our Supplies; in caſe of Abundance, to 
Luxury, Intemperance and Contempt of others ; in 
Sickneſs, to Impatience; in Health, to Preſumption 
andForgetfulneſs of our latter ends; in our Callings, 
either to negligence, Unfaithfulneſs :and Idlenefs' on 
the one hand, or to overmuch Solicitouſneſs and 
Vexation on the other 'hand : If we are in Company, 


"we are in danger to be miſguided by evil Perſwations 


or Examples from other; if we are alone, we are 
apt to be corrupted by the Evil ſuggeſtions of our 
own corrupt hearts, or of that evil one, that watcheth 
all opportunities, either to ſeduce or miſchief vs. 
And fince all our waysare before thee, and thou know- 
eſt the ſnares that are in them, and how to prevent 
them, or to preverit us from them, or to preſerve us 
againſt them, we beſeech thee, by thy Providence 
preſerve us from allthoſe Temptations, which thou 
knoweſt to be too ſtrong for us ; and by thy Grace 
preſerve us from being overcome by thoſe Temptations, 
that unavoidably occur in all our actions and conditians. 


. Grant us the Spirit cf Watchfulneſs and Sobriety, the 


Spirit of Moderation and Humility, the Spirit of 
Patience and. Wiſdom, the Spirit of Faith and De- 
pendance, and the Spirit of the Love and Fear of 
thy Majeſty, that may ſupport us againſt all thoſe 


Temwprations unto any ſin, that may occurr in the 
courſe 
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| , Courſe and paſſages of our Lives z-that though thy-Pro; } 
vidence ſhould permit us to fall into Temptation, we 
may not fall under it, but by thy Grace be delivered 
from the evil of ir. | | 


wont 25%.> 
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But deliver uw from Evil. | 


b - Deliver us therefore, we pray thee, from Evil of - all 
"IF kinds and natures : from the Evil of Sin, and from the 
Evil of Suffering ; from ſach Evils as' may befal our 
Souls, either to diſturb and diſcompoſe them, or to de- 
file and corrupt them ; from the Evils that may: befal 
our Bodies, by Caſualties or Diſeaſes z from the-Evils 
that-may befal our Eſtates by Loſſes - and Calamities 
from the Evils that may befal our good Names by Ca- 
Jumnies and Slanders g from the Evil that may befal our 
Relations in any kind; from Publick Evils to the Church 
or State wherein we live; - from private Evils to our 
ſelves or others, 


For thine is the Kingdom. 


And'though 1n this ſhort Prayer we have been bold 
to ask of thee many large and ample Benefits and 
Mercies, which, if we look upon -our ſelves. only, 
ſeem. too great for us to ask, yet they are not too 
great for thee to give ;” for thou art the great King 
and Sovereign Lord of all the World, in compariſon 
of whom, all the Kings of. the 'Earth are but ſmall 
inconſiderable things z; and yet even their Honour is 
much advanced by Beneficence and Bounty ; all which 
nevertheleſs is but a drop in compariſon of that Ocean 
of Goodneſs and Bounty and Beneficeace that reſides 
in, aad hourly flows from Thee, the Great Monarch 
of the whole Warld. Thy, SubjeCts are all of thy 
own making ; and all the good that is in them, or any 
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The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. FJo# 
by them, is: derived from thee to them : The 
h and Glory-and Beauty and Excellence 'of thy 
i is not derived from thy Subjects, but+from 
thy Self to them. And therefore, though my Petitions 
be great, they. are fit to be ſuch ; becauſe dire&ed to 
the __y Creator and King and Monarch of 'the 
whole Univerſe, the Root and Fountain of all Being 
and Goodneſs. i © EY In 


' The Power. 


And as thou art the Great Sovereign of all the 
World, and art inveſted with the Supream Authority, 
ſo 'thon art the great Creator of all things, and art in- 
veſted with Infinite Power and All-ſufficiency.-: Anda 
as thou haſt the Supream Authority, ſo thou haſt 
Boundleſs Power to Grant and Effect what we have 
asked. As thou art the Great and Glorious King of 
Heaven and Earth, and the Father of all Mankind, 
we have reaſon to be confident in 'thy Goodneſs and 
Beneficence. And as thou art the Almighty Creator, 
we have aſſurance of thy Power, to give us whatſo- 


" 'ever thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs doth move' thee. to 
beſtow; And therefore upon both -acconnts'we have 


xeaſon to be confident in the obtaining of what w$ ak 
in this Prayer from tHe great Lord of all things, 
that is abundant in Goodneſs, and All-ſufficieat in 
Power. 


And the Glory. 


And although thy Infinite All-ſufficiency and Glory 
can receive no increaſe from thy Creatures, yet give 
us keave with Alumility to preſs thee ever with chis 
Argument alſo : Thou haſt been pleaſed ro declare unto 
us, That thy Glory is the great end of all thy Works, 
and 
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| * The Lord's Prayer Paraphraſed. 
and art pleaſed to ſet the greateſt: value that may be 

3 thy own Glory ; and art pleaſed to command } 
thy Creatures to Glorifie Thee ; and doſt accept that 
ſmall . Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving and Gloris 
Fying of thy Name from thy Creatures in good part: 
: haſt the Glory of our Dependance upon Thee, 
which we teſtifie by invoking thy Great Name; thou 
wilt have the Glory of thy Goodneſs, thy Power, 
_ thy Bounty in granting theſe our Petitions, and Re- 
queſts ; and the Glory of our Praiſes and Thankſgj- 
vings for thy Bounty and Goodneſs in accepting and 
anſwering them ;which though it cannot benefit Thee, 
yet; is is all thy poor Creatures can return unto Thee, 
20S. . and thou haſt declared. thy ſelf well plea» 
' Pal. 50.33 fed with it. He that 'offereth Praiſe 
its . glorifieth Thee. | 
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PL Amen. 
A Bleſſed Lord therefore be .it according to theſe our 


Petitions and Deſires : and ſo much'the rather, becauſe 

Theſe our Requeſts, are not the product of our own 
.Imaginations and weak | Judgments ;- but that Son of ' 
thine, who beſt knew thy W1ll, and what thou would- 
eſt grant, hath taught us thus to pray : When ye pray, 
ſays Our Father, CC. * 


